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Advertise Your
Business Here.

Support The Club. 

 
Get access to about 500 potential 
customers, who appreciate exceptional
service, workmanship and skill.
See page 14 for advertising rates/info.
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Ted Vogt and Carol Dehen
LPL Registered Principals

4764 Fulton Street East, Suite 201 
Ada, MI  49301 

(616) 949-0900  (866) 949-0907
Securities offered through LPL Financial 

Member FINRA/SIPC 

THE TAILPIPE
BY L. SPROSS, ÜBER ALLES EDITOR

Join me in congratulating these fine folks on their WMR 

PCA Anniversaries and extend a warm “Willkommen“ to 

our new members and transfers.

Glückwünsche! — Anniversaries

1 year (2016)	 Michael Merk 
Marc Noordeloos 
Josh & Emily Quellet 
Jason Squires 
Robert Steffens 
Brian & Anne Williams	

10 years (2007)	 Ed Klunk

20 years (1997)	 Larry & Earlene Baum 
Bill & Natalie Brown 
Buck & Maggie Wilsmann 
Ross & Suzann Van Klompenberg	

25 years (1992)	 Robert & Cynthia Marko

Willkommen! — New Members & Transfers	
Mary & Michael Mishler, Grand Rapids, '17 Boxster S

Mark DeBernardi, Grand Rapids, '71 914

Andrew Bowman, Harbor Springs, '02 911

Eric & Leah Buckland, Pentwater, '06 Cayman S

Tom Quellet, Zeeland, '06 Cayman S

Michelle Mullins, Rockford, '17 Macan Turbo

©2017 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times.

The rulebook’s latest amendment.

Porsche Grand Rapids
6025 28th Street SE
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546
Tel. 616-988-9797
www.grandrapids.porschedealer.com

We�ve never seen much value in preserving the status quo. Which is why the new Panamera bends the expected definition of sedan
in every way possible. 440 horsepower, a top track speed of 179 mph, and a cutting-edge Porsche Advanced Cockpit that
includes Porsche Connect. It is moving proof that rules are far more rewarding when you write them yourself. Porsche. There is no
substitute.

The new Panamera 4S.

Trivia Contest!

January Answer:  WMR PCA was started on Oct. 22, 

1960 at what is now known as Egypt Valley Country Club 

-- formerly known as Greenridge Country Club.  The 

WMR charter was formally granted from PCA on

Nov. 20, 1960.

February Question:  The 58th Annual Porsche Parade 

was held in Traverse City, MI in 2013.  What year and 

number (xx Annual) was the first time the Porsche 

Parade was held in Traverse City?

Email your responses to uberwmr@gmail.com
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On the cover: 
Abarth Carrera GTL  

From the Collier Colleciton

Photo by Dan Phillips

1988 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA 
CABRIOLET - ASKING $32,500

Meticulously Maintained, Accident Free, 
Numbers Matching; Clean Title and Car 
Fax Report; 155K Original Well Cared 
For Miles. All Maintenance Service Has 
Been Documented With Substantiating 
Records Provided; Original Grand Prix 
White Paint, Black Convertible Top, 
Black and Burgundy Leather Interior; 
5 Speed, A/C, Cruise, Blaupunkt 
Radio/Cassette Deck with Twin Alpine 
Amp’s mounted in the trunk; 3.2 Liter 
Motor, G50 Gearbox; Euro H4 80/100 
Watt Headlamps and Rear Fog Lamp; 
Yokohama Advan S3’s on Original 
Fuchs Wheels; Asking $32,500, but will 
consider a reasonable offer.
Contact Jim Washburn
Jwashburn.us@gmail.com or 
(517) 242-0702

2010 911 CARRERA COUP, $45,800 
GT silver metallic, black interior, 
48,4 K miles, 6 speed, navigation, 
power comfort heated seats with 
memory, limited slip, turbo wheels, 
auto dimming mirrors, 50 K service 
done, new tires, I am the 2nd owner, 
purchased in summer of 2011 with 11,6 
K miles.  All maintenance and repair 
records available upon request.  
(269) 532-4008

RARE PORSCHE PARTS 
(4) 6 X 15 Fuchs wheels, P/N 
911.361.020.10, 1975 date code, black 
centers, rim edges are untouched.  
Purchased in 1992 from Stuttgart 
House of Parts in Mooresville, NC for 
914 project. Never mounted. 
$1600 / OBO.   Contact Bob Johnson 
at E-Mail:  laser314@att.net or
call (616) 393-5990

CAYMAN PARTS FOR SALE
Cayman Fitted Car Cover, Fits Base 
and S 2013-2016 model years. Indoor/
Outdoor Block-It Evolution fabric. 
Twice used for winter storage. Price 
$100.00.   Contact Len Gawron 
at lagawron@comcast.net or call 
231.670.3274

BOXSTER WINTER PARTS FOR SALE
Factory hardtop for 97-04 986 
Boxster, painted Arena Red. Excellent 
condition, $1,250. I'll help you w/
hardtop prep kit. Snow tires and 
wheels, lots of great tread, Michelin 
Alpin tires on factory 17" Boxster Twist 
wheels, $500. Will take $1,500 firm for 
both. Contact Dan at (616) 281-2459 or 
dphil66@hotmail.com.

GLASS SUNROOF INSERT FOR 
PORSCHE 944 COUPE - Direct 
replacement for the factory steel 
sunroof. No modifications required, 
drops right in. Mint condition, perfect 
seals, a great addition for any 944. May 
also fit 924 and 968 coupes. $500, 
contact Dan Phillips at (616) 281-2459 
or dphil66@hotmail.com.

356-A “COLGAN” BRA 
with overriders for sale. Used 3 times 
like new $75.  Contact Tom Kayser at 
(269) 344-0470 or Cell (269) 599-
0472, E-Mail:  tkayser@charter.net

911 FUCHS AND TIRES FOR SALE
Wheels and tires in good condition.
Front:  911362113, 6 x 16, ET36,  
205 55 R16
Rear:  911362115, 7x16, ET23.3,  
225 50 R16
Tires:  Yokohama Advan A048
$1300 for set.
Contact Eric Spross at (616) 706-4421 
or  E-Mail:  ericpca911@yahoo.com

AUTO DETAILING SERVICE 
References available. Call or e-mail Eric 
at Professional Car Appearance, LLC, 
(616) 706-4421 or ericpca911@yahoo.
com.

WANTED
Winter Wheels/Tires for 2000 Boxster
Looking for a complete set of wheels 
with winter tires, or wheels only.
Call (616) 560-4934 and ask for Ron.

ADVERTISING RATES:

The ÜBER ALLES magazine 
is published monthly by the  
Western Michigan Region of 
the Porsche Club of America.

Full page: 
Color:	 $105/month 
Black & White:	 $70/month

1/2 page: 
Color:	 $70/month 
Black & White:	 $45/month

1/4 page: 
Color:	 $45/month 
Black & White:	 $30/month

1/8 page: 
Color:	 $30/month 
Black & White:	 $20/month

Note: Color ads receive premier 
placement. Contact editor for 
exact size requirements.

Deadline for ad delivery and 
payment is the 15th of each 
month.

Please send your ads to: 
Lina Spross 
uberwmr@gmail.com 
Phone (616) 706.4422

CLASSIFIEDS:

Free for WMR members, $3 for 
non-region PCA members, $5 
(2 lines) or $10 (4 lines) for 
non-PCA members (3 months)

Note: Members must contact 
editor to renew. Editor reserves 
right to edit ads. Please refer to 
prices above.

PAYMENT:

Please make checks payable to: 
WMR PCA

HOST:  WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION PORSCHE CLUB
WINTERFEST 2017

Mark your calendar for your Porsche club’s annual gala event, Winterfest 

2017! This year we will celebrate again at the elegant Cascade Hills Country 

Club on Cascade Road in Grand Rapids. 

Cascade Hills’ atmosphere is exquisite, as is the cuisine and facilities. Enjoy 

fellowship and Porsche enthusiasm over cocktails.  Formal invitations with 

RSVP cards were mailed in January.  So make sure to RSVP by February 11!

Where:
Cascade Hills Country Club

3725 Cascade Road SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49546

(616) 949-0810

When: 
Saturday, 18 February 2017

6:00 pm Social Hour / 7:30 pm Dinner

Festive Cocktail Attire  

(no jeans)



Thank goodness for advanced warning!  I attended the opening Saturday of the North 

American International Auto Show with my brother-in-law, nephew, and 

automotive writer, Dave Sedgwick, having been forewarned by Todd 

Kerkstra, inventory manager of Porsche of Grand Rapids, that there 

would be no Porsche presence in Detroit’s show this year.  Interested 

parties will have to go to the Chicago Auto Show from February 11th 

to the 20th for the closest exhibit of the new Panamera.  Lamenting 

this fact to Mr. Sedgwick, he pointed out that both the Boxster and 

Cayman made their world debuts at the NAIAS, so Porsche’s absence from Detroit this year is 

most likely attributable to the financial fallout from Volkswagen AG’s “diesel-gate,” than to a 

lack of recognition of Michigan’s enthusiasm for the marque.  Being an ecumenical enthusiast, there were other things 

to admire including Ford’s unobtanium GT, as both the production model and the 2016 class winner at LeMans were 

present.  Tucked away in a corner was the Subaru WRX STi that set a production car record in the 2016 Isle of Man TT 

along with a video display of the drive by English rally driver Mark Higgins breaking the record.  I highly recommend 

visiting You Tube and searching “2016 Subaru WRX STi Isle of Man TT – Flat Out” for some mid-winter driving 

inspiration.  Though it wasn’t a Porsche, the Subaru is somewhat of a distant cousin with its flat six engine.

There’s plenty of WMR-PCA action afoot in February for those who didn’t join Rick Riley at the 24 Hours of Daytona 

at the end of January.  In five days we’ve got Kurt Wirth’s dinner at the Grattan Bar on Wednesday, February 15 with 

its all-you-can-eat fish and chips plus other great pub food.  Winterfest is at the lovely Cascade Country Club on 

Saturday the 18th through the sponsorship of Rick Riley.  Amber Door and Jerry Arens are hosting the Morning After 

brunch on Sunday the 19th at the Six.One.Six. restaurant at the J.W. Marriott in 

scenic downtown Grand Rapids.  Let’s hope the weather will cooperate and many of 

you will be able to join us.  Winterfest’s charity will once again be Feeding America 

– West Michigan.  We are asking for donations of money, either as cash or a check 

made out to Feeding America – West Michigan, in lieu of physical food donations 

because Feeding America is able to purchase $10 of food for every dollar donated, 

magnifying the power of your generous donation.

See you at one of these events!

-Mike

CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Mike Karluk 
President,  
Western Michigan Region
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Jim Chiavaras 
Vice President,  
2014 Cayman S

 
7505 Old Lantern Dr
Caledonia, Mi 49316
616-293-5862 
jpcdo@comcast.net

ACCESS THE MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES ON OUR WEBSITE. 
HTTP://WMR.PCA.ORG/MINUTES/MINUTES.HTM

Über Alles Editor: 
Lina Spross 
(616) 706-4422 
uberwmr@gmail.com

Webmeister: 
Craig Paull 
wmr.pca.org 
pca.wmr.webmeister@gmail.com

Social Media Chair: 
Joyce Lo 
(616) 920-9998 
wenpeng.lo@gmail.com

Social Events Coordinator: 
Lynne Olenyk 
(616) 710-0122 
lynniemarie@charter.net

Interim Advertising Co-Chair: 
Ted Blacklidge 
(616) 866-4143 
sgrafex@chartermi.net

Interim Advertising Co-Chair: 
John Walters 
(616) 260-1082 
jwalters@wmis.net

HPDE Chair: 
Ted Blacklidge 
(616) 866-4143 
sgrafex@chartermi.net

Chief Driving Instructor: 
Terry Schieble 
(269) 329-1578 
no39rsr@sbcglobal.net

AutoCross Event Chair: 
Michael Betz 
(616) 460-8880  
mmbetz@image-stream.com

Safety Chair: 
Eric Spross 
(616) 702-4421 
ericpca911@yahoo.com

Historian & Insurance Coordinator: 
Kurt Wirth 
(616) 956-0249 
kurtwirthsc356@comcast.net

Membership Chair: 
Jerry Arens 
(616) 457-4515 
jdarens62@aol.com

Registrar: 
Amber Door 
(616) 340-0971 
amdoor242@aol.com

WMR Enthusiast: 
Marshall Walters 
(616) 780-1210 
marshall.walters@willistowerswatson.com

Charity Chair: 
Lin Portoluri
lindaportoluri@charter.net 
616-842-9266 

Zone 4 Representative: 
Michael Soriano 
(419) 843-2070  
MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com

CHAIRPERSONS · SERVING YOUR CLUB

OFFICERS
SERVING YOUR CLUB

Mike Karluk 
President,  
2016 Porsche Cayman GT4

9342 Whispering Sands Dr.
West Olive, MI 49460

mbkmd9198@charter.net

Brenda Hildon-Kaempf 
Secretary,  
1995 Porsche 993 
‘The Beast’  
 
637 South Shore Dr.
Kalamazoo, MI 49002-6942 
(269) 370-9183
blue911rsr@charter.net

Amber Door 
Treasurer,  
1984 Porsche 911 Coupe

 
645 Summerset Dr.
Jenison, MI 49428-7938
(616) 340-0971
amdoor242@aol.com

We’re looking for event hosts for 2017
 
Simply stop by our Monthly Board Meeting, or contact our WMRPCA 
Social Events Coordinator, Lynne Olenyk, with your event ideas. 
Lynne will help you work through the details and make your event a success.  
E-Mail: lynniemarie@charter.net  ·  Phone: (616) 710-0122



Today’s engines are truly engineering marvels, and while 
great progress has been made in extending the life of 
an engine and improving performance, some of these 
changes have created conditions that adversely affect 
some materials.

We are all used to preventive maintenance for oil service, 
air filters and spark plugs, but it’s easy to overlook items 
such as belts, hoses and miscellaneous plastic parts. And 
since most belts, hoses and plastic connectors used on 
today’s cars  fail from the inside out, it’s important that 
these parts are carefully  and regularly inspected for signs 
of wear.

According to the Car Care Council, nearly 30% of the 
vehicles they have inspected have belts and/or hoses that 
need replacing. Yet in most cases, the vehicle owners were 
totally unaware of the condition of these parts.

Cooling System Hoses & Plastic Cooling Components
A modern engine is often built using multiple types of 
metal and is referred to as being “bi-metallic”. As you 
may remember from your High School science class, 
metals used in a bi-metallic state often create an electrical 
charge. Such is the case in today’s engine.  The bi-metallic 
engine produces a current that travels through your 
cooling system causing plastic connectors and hoses to 
deteriorate from the inside out.

Since the damage is inside the component, it can be hard 
to detect. However, by carefully pinching the hoses on 
your car, you may be able to locate voids or ridges on the 
inside that indicate internal damage or wear.  

Plastic connectors and components 
used in the cooling systems also 
suffer the same fate as hoses due to 
the electrical current. Often the first 
indication of wear or potential failure 
shown by plastic parts is softness 
and splitting of the ends. Often you 
can determine this condition by 
gently squeezing the ends of the 
connector.  With regular and careful 
examination of hoses and plastic 
connectors, you can often detect 
these conditions and avoid total failure of the part.

Belts
Though new technology and design has made the V Belt 
a thing of the past, belts still require careful inspection 
and occasional replacement. It’s important to remember 
that belts generally deteriorate from the inside out, just as 
hoses do. While they may appear to be in good shape, the 
may be close to failure.

Consider the path of a belt as it travels over and under 
your engine’s pulleys. Each time it goes around a pulley 
it is being flexed and bent. In addition the flexing causes 
heat to be built up within the belt. Together, the flexing 
and heat breaks down the internal cords causing them 
to become brittle and hard with age. To avoid failure 
and subsequent damage to your engine, it is highly 
recommended that belts be replaced at the mileage 
interval recommended by the manufacturer.

The grooves in today’s flat ribbed “serpentine” belts can 
also become worn, allowing slippage at the pulleys. Wear 
in the groove can be measured using a special gauge 
designed for that purpose. If the grooves are worn, the 
belt must be replaced.

Often overlooked during a belt inspection are the 
tensioners and pulleys that they ride on.  Inspection of 
these items is a must to prevent belt failure.  

A bad tensioner will allow a belt to slip, causing premature 
wear. A worn pulley bearing can allow a belt to wear 
unevenly and begin to shred on the edges. Worse yet 
is when the bearing fails completely causing the belt 
to come off the pulley and cause damage to other 
components.

If you’re a NASCAR fan, you’ve probably seen the damage 
caused when a tire shreds as it tears up the fender and 
other nearby components. Your belt can cause the similar 
damage under the hood where it damages hoses, wiring 
and other components.

But what happens if you never replace your belts or 
hoses? Hopefully nothing. But if a failure does occur, 
the consequences can often be far more serious and 
expensive than a breakdown and a tow. Overheating is the 
biggest danger. Depending on how hot an engine gets, 
the consequences may include a blown head gasket, a 
cracked or warped cylinder head and/or broken or frozen 
overhead camshaft.

While visual inspections can help avoid trouble, replacing 
critical parts in accordance with the manufactures 
recommendations is your best insurance against engine 
failure.  Waiting until there is a problem is a very expensive 
strategy.

-Tim

This article is reprinted from the December 2012 issue of Über Alles.

w
m
r.p

ca.o
rg

12

SPALTE
Tech

Contributed by WMR PCA member 
Tim Thatcher, ASE-Certified Master Technician 

and Owner, Euro Autowerks
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BELTS, HOSES AND
PLASTIC COOLING SYSTEM PARTS

HOST:  KURT WIRTH
FEBRUARY DINNER DRIVE

Meeting on what is usually a chilly and often snowy night 

in February, for the warmth of friends at the Grattan 

Irish Pub, has become a very popular tradition with our 

group. So plan on meeting up with us there once again, 

on Wednesday, February the 15th.  We’ll enjoy the very 

decent menu of the Pub and of course our favorite 

Wednesday’s all-you-can-eat fish and chips. The cozy 

atmosphere and good food keeps us coming back and 

our group keeps getting bigger and bigger every year! 

Make this year the one you choose to come out and join 

us! We promise there will be talk about Porsches.  

Please RSVP to Kurt at kurtwirthsc356@comcast.net, 

or call (616) 956-0249. Hope to see you there!

When: 

Wednesday, February 15, 2017

6:00 pm Social Hour, Drinks / 7:00 pm Dinner

	

Where:

Grattan Irish Pub

11817 Old Belding Road NE · Grattan, MI 48809

(616) 794-1691

Photo by Neil MacDonald, Chicago Region PCA

A worn serpentine belt Checking with a gauge

A worn serpentine belt

Join us for the “Morning After” Winterfest brunch at  

Six.One.Six. 

Even if you are unable to attend Winterfest mark you 

calendar to join us Sunday morning for a casual brunch 

at Six.One.Six in the JW Marriott Grand Rapids.   

If you have never been there, Six.One.Six is the signature 

restaurant within the JW offering highly inspired cuisine 

in a stylish, cosmopolitan setting. If you have been 

there, you know you want to come back. The Six.One.Six 

brunch promises to deliver us a fresh and utterly stylish 

dining experience that we will savor.  

Mark your calendars for what will prove to be another 

great meal with friends. No worries about downtown 

parking or the weather -- Complimentary valet parking is 

available.

Where:

Six.One.Six in the JW Marriot

235 Louis Campau St. NW

(at the NW corner of Louis Street and Campau Avenue) 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503

When: 

Sunday, February 19, 2017 

High Noon

RSVP to Amdoor242@aol.com or (616) 340-0971 

by Wednesday February 15, 2017

HOSTS:  JERRY ARENS & AMBER DOOR
MORNING AFTER BRUNCH



John Walters

PORSCHE
Club of America

WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION

Get your WMR PCA 
Name Badge!

These are very high-quality name badges, per-
manently printed on a sturdy framed plate. The 
magnetic attachment won’t damage your clothes. 
Cost is $15 each, free shipping! Please send your 
check and correct name spelling to:

John Walters
2578 Selkirk Lake Dr
Shelbyville, MI 49344-9525

Please make your check payable to WMR PCA.

10% OFF PARTS FOR 
PORSCHE CLUB MEMBERS!

• Routine maintenance to track proven upgrades
• Outstanding customer service
• State of the art diagnostic equipment
• ASA master certified technicians
• Free shuttle service
• Conveniently located near downtown Grand 

Rapids

Serving the West Michigan Porsche  
community for over 30 years! 

(800) 260-8000
www.germanautoltd.com

1014 Scribner NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504
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Beginning 6/26 —  
Fridays through Sundays: 
We will be featuring 
our German-Style 
Curry Sausage — 
with a side of Sweet 
Potato Salad or Loaded 
Baked Potato Salad

Don’t forget to stop by 
and pick up:  
Authentic German Sausages 
(Knackwurst, Weisswurst, 
Sheboygen, or Smoked 
Chicken and Apple) 
or Organic Cheese 
(Lamont Cheddar, 
Country Dill or Edam)

11332 W M 179 Hwy · Middleville, Michigan 
Phone (269) 205-2444

Mon-Fri: 6am-3pm and Sat-Sun: 7am-3pm

Full Breakfast and Lunch Menu
Lattes, Cappuccinos and Specialty Drinks

Fresh Baked Bread, Scones, Muffins, Cookies and more!

Present this advertisement at the time of purchase 
for 10% off your order of $25 or more.
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HOST:  RICK RILEY
IN REVIEW:  JANUARY DINNER DRIVE

We had a riot at Charley's Crab!

Forty-six Western Michigan members, a new track 

(dinner) record, gathered for a great time of camaraderie, 

food and drink.  We had the entire center section of the 

restaurant to ourselves with a beautiful view of the river.

The staff was thrown some curves...

Despite my best efforts, I did not have 

everyone on the reservation list. We 

swelled from 40-46 at the last minute. 

The staff, however, made it happen!  

Good food, delivered in a timely 

manner, great service, our checks were 

delivered promptly and everyone had a 

smile on their face. 

I want to thank Jill from Charley's Crab and her staff as 

they really made it a fun and successful evening!

Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,

As winter is upon us, I am pleased 
to see that many regions are 
making an effort to encourage 
their membership to participate 
and stay involved this time of year.  
Most of the regions have held 
their Planning Meetings to help 
establish a preliminary calendar 
of events.  A number of regions 
are holding events to welcome 
new members or introduce their 
newly elected officers. A few 
regions hold their holiday parties 
now as opposed to the end of 

the year, which is always so busy; while others have held 
fundraising events to help benefit their communities. This 
time of year many regions hold tech sessions, which are 
designed to help us better prepare for warmer days.  And 
as we start looking ahead, it’s the perfect time to begin 
planning your driving season.  

Amongst the events already planned are numerous DEs.  
Zone 4 regions host Driver’s Education events from April 
through October.  These events are designed to provide 
a safe, structured, and controlled teaching and learning 
environment so that participants can improve their 
driving abilities and acquire a better understanding of 
vehicle dynamics and driving safety.  They take place at 
a number of tracks including Grattan, Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, Mid-Ohio, Pitt Race, Putnam Park, Waterford 
Hills and Watkins Glen; so why not consider attending 
one this year.

Many regions have already opened enrollment for their 
DEs, and with Driver’s Education continuing to grow in 
popularity, more instructors are needed.   In the next 
few months, two National Instructor Training Sessions 
are scheduled.  The first will be on March 25, offered by 
ARPCA at Pitt Race, and the second will be on April 28, 
offered by CIR at Putnam Park, followed by a 2-day DE 
on April 29 and 30.

As region calendars firm up and events continue to be 
added, please remember to check your inboxes, region’s 
newsletter and website, as well as the Zone 4 website 
http://zone4.pca.org  for the most up to date information 
about events available to you.  Also, consider attending 
other regions’ events, such as:

•	 February 9:  Join Maumee Valley Region members 
for dinner at the Black Pearl

•	 February 10:  Central Indian Region’s Valentine’s 
Dinner and Dance at the Orchard Ridge Country Club 
in Ft. Wayne.

•	 February 11:  Mid Ohio Region’s New Member Social 
at the Hofbrauhaus in Columbus

•	 February 18:  Western Michigan Region’s Winterfest 
2017 at the Cascade Hills Country Club

•	 February 25:  Motor-Stadt Region’s Annual Holiday 
Party at the Spartan Hall of Fame Café

Thanks,

-Michael

AROUND THE ZONE

Michael Soriano
Zone 4 Representative,
Porsche Club of America

BY MICHAEL SORIANO, ZONE 4 REPRESENTATIVE

Photos: Courtesy of Amber Door

A lovely crowd at a lovely venue
Don & Amy smiling

the night away!



The Experts in  
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Auto Detailing! 

Paint Corrections 
Interior Detailing 
Scratch Removal 
Road Paint Removal 
Odor Abatement 
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Coupon Service 
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870 40th Street SE  *  Grand Rapids, MI 49508  *  616‐246‐5134 
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    " After 27,000 miles of Michigan driving 
and 18 DE track days at Grattan and  

Gingerman, our beloved 2007 Porsche 911 
Turbo was brought back to showroom  

appearance by Great Lakes Chemical.  It 
looks almost better than new.  A big thanks 
to Terry and Curt for the outstanding job."   

- Ted and Gabriele Blacklidge 
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Hagerty Insurance approved/
preferred facility

We work with all insurance companies

Repairing all makes and models, 
foreign & domesti c

Three experienced technicians with 
over 50 years of experience

Approved & Preferred

Find us on
Facebook  

2493 W. State Rd.
Hasti ngs, MI 49058

(269) 945-2922
demingsautocollision.com
demingsrv.com
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During a welcome get-away to southwestern Florida 
just after Christmas, Ren and I paid a visit to the Revs 
Institute in Naples. We’ve made several trips to this part 
of the country over the years, and we were finally able to 
check this one off our automotive ‘bucket list’.

After finding success as an advertising entrepreneur 
in the early 1900s, Barron Collier became the largest 
landowner in southwest Florida (now Collier county). 
Today, the family ventures involve real estate, golf 
courses, and oil exploration; the Collier companies co-
founded Ave Maria university near Immokalee together 
with Domino’s founder Tom Monaghan. In 1986, Barron’s 
son Miles acquired longtime family friend Briggs 
Cunningham’s museum collection, and in 2009 founded 
the Revs Institute.

While open to the public, access is relatively limited 
(advanced ticket reservations only), and the grey brick 
building complex, located in a non-descript office park, 
calls no attention to itself. These steps ensure that  
a) guests have to seek it out and are thus relatively 
serious car enthusiasts, and b) guests experience truly 
close-up access to these priceless pieces of history 
without any barriers. The exhibits were also minded by 
docents, who were always willing to engage with the 
visitors. The collection at the Revs Institute focuses on 
racing, with a high degree of rarity and exclusivity in 
the vehicles presented, and…likely the best collection 
of vintage racing Porsches in the world, second only to 
the factory’s 
museum in 
Stuttgart.

Amounting to 
fully a quarter 
of the museum’s 
cars, the 
Porsche exhibit 
represents 
Porsche 
racing history 
from the company’s inception to the early 1970s. The 
cars are absolutely stunning, both in their condition 
and presentation, and their rarity and provenance. 
My personal favorites include the RS-60 and RS-61L 
Spyders, the Abarth Carrera GTL (on the cover), the 908 
LH, the Martini 917, and the 550 coupe that raced in the 
namesake Carrera Panamericana.

Among the other 20+ rare Porsches on display were 
various 906s and 908s, a beautiful red 906 GTS road car, 
an Elva Porsche, and various 6-, 8-, and 12-cylinder racing 
engines looking pristine and ready to go. Appropriately 
on a pedestal in the middle of it all was a Porsche 917K 
(917-019) in Martini Racing livery from Louise Piech’s 
Porsche Salzburg and later Martini Racing Teams. While 
this family-owned de-facto werks team won LeMans 
in 1970 and 1971, this particular chassis was not very 
successful. However, this car remains in its original, 
unrestored, straight-from-the-track condition…cracked 
and chipped paint, blackened wheelwells, and the patina 
of time from tip to tail make it an awesome piece of living 
history.

Ferdinand Porsche’s earlier influence on automotive 
design was also on display in other museum showpieces, 
including a magnificent 1929 Mercedes-Benz SSK, one of 
only 31 built over 3 years. Porsche developed the S, SS, 
and SSK while he was Daimler-Benz’s technical director, 
before he departed in 1928 after a falling out with the 
Daimler board.

The sensory overload continued in other corners of the 
museum, with two Ford GT-40s, four racing Bentleys, 
race cars from Maserati, Duesenberg, and Bugatti, and 
a 1914 Mercedes Grand Prix car painted in flat white that 
looked like something Jules Verne would race, with all 
its brass fittings and copper fuel tank. One of the most 
valuable and important cars there was the 1948 Ferrari 
166 Spyder Corsa, the model known as the first Ferrari to 
win a race. This particular 166 was the first racing Ferrari 
in the US, and was also the car in which Sam Collier, 
Miles’ brother, was killed in a crash at Watkins Glen in 
1950.

The collection of Cunningham race cars was 
breathtaking, as was the collection of racing Jaguars – 
D-type and E-type cars raced by Cunningham at one 
time or another, all surrounding another icon, a 1961 
Maserati Tipo 60 ‘birdcage’. Right after that you’d see 
the 1938 Alfa 8C, the ’37 Delahaye, and the Bugatti 
Supersport. Did I mention ‘sensory overload’?

Even on a sold-out day, the museum feels relatively 
empty. We shared the entire Porsche wing with at most 
only 6 other people during our visit, and the experience 
was similar in every other part of the facility. It was a 
fantastic way to enjoy these remarkable pieces of history. 
The historic photos and the stories told on the placards 
that accompanied each car keeps you riveted. Plan for at 
least 2 hours to see the entire collection, and twice that 
if you really want to dive into various vehicles with the 
docents.

To see the museum’s own outstanding photography 
and biographies on each car in the collection, visit 
revsinstitute.org…or better yet, pay them a visit in person. 
Seeing this collection in person is worth every mile to 
get there, and enjoying the shopping, restaurants, and 
beaches of Naples is a great added bonus.

IN REVIEW:  VISITING THE REVS INSTITUTE
Enjoying The Collier Family’s Amazing Car Collection In Naples, Florida

1960 Porsche RS-60 Spyder

Text And Photos By Dan Phillips

1971 Porsche 917K
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ADDITIONAL EVENTS WILL BE ADDED AS THEY BECOME AVAILABLE

Date Event Location Host(s)/Event Chair(s)

JUL 07-03 Monthly Board Meeting Porsche of Grand Rapids WMR PCA Club

07-08 Deutsche Marques Gilmore Car Museum,
Hickory Corners, MI

Non-WMR PCA Event

07-09 to 
07-15

2017 Porsche Parade Spokane, WA Porsche Club of America, 
National Event, Ron Gordon

07-19 Wednesday Night 
Cruise-In

Gilmore Car Museum
Hickory Corners, MI

Rob Clark, Rick Riley, 
Kurt Wirth

07-23 Parade Orphans
Pool Party

The Ackerman's Abode,
Rockford, MI

Craig & Chris Ackerman

AUG 08-05 Red Barn Spectacular Gilmore Car Museum,
Hickory Corners, MI

Jerry Arens & Amber Door

08-07 Monthly Board Meeting Porsche of Grand Rapids WMR PCA Club

08-12 German Auto Service 
Open House

Grand Rapids, MI Non-WMR PCA Event
Ben Zeeuw

08-12 August Dinner Drive Fremont, MI Scott Kraai

SEP 09-09 to 
09-10

Grand Prix of Grattan 
High Performance 
Driver's Education

Grattan Raceway, Grattan, MI Ted Blacklidge

09-11 Monthly Board Meeting Porsche of Grand Rapids WMR PCA Club

TBD September Lunch Drive TBD TBD

OCT 10-02 Monthly Board Meeting Porsche of Grand Rapids WMR PCA Club

10-08 Tire Rack
Street Survival Training

Fifth Third Ballpark,
Comstock Park, MI

Don Sazama &
WMR PCA/BMW CCA

10-21 Fall Color Tour TBD John & Marshall Walters

NOV 11-06 Annual Planning & 
Board Meeting

TBD WMR PCA Club

11-11 November Dinner Drive Main Street Pub, Allendale, MI Randy and Lin Portoluri

DEC 12-02 December Appetizer 
Party

West Olive, MI Mike Karluk & Barb Doss

12-04 Monthly Board Meeting Porsche of Grand Rapids WMR PCA Club

For more PCA National and Inter-Regional events, visit: 
https://www.pca.org/events

For the full PCA Club Racing Schedule, visit: 
https://www.pca.org/club-racing
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2017 EVENT CALENDAR
WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION · PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA

Date Event Location Host(s)/Event Chair(s)

FEB 02-06 Monthly Board Meeting Porsche of Grand Rapids WMR PCA Club

02-15 February Dinner Event Grattan Pub, Grattan, MI Kurt Wirth

02-18 WMR Winterfest 2017 Cascade Hills Country Club, 
Grand Rapids, MI WMR PCA Club

02-19 Morning-After Brunch Six-One-Six, Grand Rapids, MI Jerry Arens & Amber Door

MAR 03-06 Monthly Board Meeting Porsche of Grand Rapids WMR PCA Club

03-12 Sunday Brunch Cygnus27, Grand Rapids, MI Wolfgang & Miluzka Bubeck

03-15 to 
03-18

65th Annual
12 Hours of Sebring

Sebring International Raceway, 
Sebring, FL Non-WMR PCA Event

APR 04-03 Monthly Board Meeting Porsche of Grand Rapids WMR PCA Club

04-22 Stroganoff Cook-Off Rockford, MI Ted & Gabi Blacklidge; 
Craig & Chris Ackerman

MAY 05-01 Monthly Board Meeting Porsche of Grand Rapids WMR PCA Club

05-07 Porsches & Coffee MFD Classic Motors,
Traverse City, MI Peter Stott

05-13 Detailing Seminar Great Lakes Chemical,
Grand Rapids, MI Great Lakes Chemical

05-20 Sporting Clays/
Trap Shooting

Blendon Pines Gun Club, 
Zeeland, MI Jerry Arens

05-25 to 
05-28

Fiesta New Mexico 
Roadrunner Region 
50th Anniversary

Hilton Santa Fe, Santa Fe, NM Non-WMR PCA Event

05-28 IROC I - WMR PCA 
Autocross

US 131 Motorsports Park, 
Martin, MI Michael Betz

JUN 06-02 to 
06-04 Belle Isle Grand Prix Detroit, MI Non-WMR PCA Event

06-03 June Dinner Drive TBD TBD

06-05 Monthly Board Meeting Porsche of Grand Rapids WMR PCA Club

06-10 Tech Session Euro Autowerks, Rockford, MI Tim Thatcher & 
Euro Autowerks

06-24 Up North Dinner Drive Traverse City, MI Greg & Karlene Currie
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    " After 27,000 miles of Michigan driving 
and 18 DE track days at Grattan and  

Gingerman, our beloved 2007 Porsche 911 
Turbo was brought back to showroom  

appearance by Great Lakes Chemical.  It 
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to Terry and Curt for the outstanding job."   

- Ted and Gabriele Blacklidge 

w
m

r.p
ca.o

rg

10

Hagerty Insurance approved/
preferred facility

We work with all insurance companies

Repairing all makes and models, 
foreign & domesti c

Three experienced technicians with 
over 50 years of experience

Approved & Preferred

Find us on
Facebook  

2493 W. State Rd.
Hasti ngs, MI 49058

(269) 945-2922
demingsautocollision.com
demingsrv.com



fa
ce

b
o

o
k.

co
m

/w
m

rp
ca

7

During a welcome get-away to southwestern Florida 
just after Christmas, Ren and I paid a visit to the Revs 
Institute in Naples. We’ve made several trips to this part 
of the country over the years, and we were finally able to 
check this one off our automotive ‘bucket list’.

After finding success as an advertising entrepreneur 
in the early 1900s, Barron Collier became the largest 
landowner in southwest Florida (now Collier county). 
Today, the family ventures involve real estate, golf 
courses, and oil exploration; the Collier companies co-
founded Ave Maria university near Immokalee together 
with Domino’s founder Tom Monaghan. In 1986, Barron’s 
son Miles acquired longtime family friend Briggs 
Cunningham’s museum collection, and in 2009 founded 
the Revs Institute.

While open to the public, access is relatively limited 
(advanced ticket reservations only), and the grey brick 
building complex, located in a non-descript office park, 
calls no attention to itself. These steps ensure that  
a) guests have to seek it out and are thus relatively 
serious car enthusiasts, and b) guests experience truly 
close-up access to these priceless pieces of history 
without any barriers. The exhibits were also minded by 
docents, who were always willing to engage with the 
visitors. The collection at the Revs Institute focuses on 
racing, with a high degree of rarity and exclusivity in 
the vehicles presented, and…likely the best collection 
of vintage racing Porsches in the world, second only to 
the factory’s 
museum in 
Stuttgart.

Amounting to 
fully a quarter 
of the museum’s 
cars, the 
Porsche exhibit 
represents 
Porsche 
racing history 
from the company’s inception to the early 1970s. The 
cars are absolutely stunning, both in their condition 
and presentation, and their rarity and provenance. 
My personal favorites include the RS-60 and RS-61L 
Spyders, the Abarth Carrera GTL (on the cover), the 908 
LH, the Martini 917, and the 550 coupe that raced in the 
namesake Carrera Panamericana.

Among the other 20+ rare Porsches on display were 
various 906s and 908s, a beautiful red 906 GTS road car, 
an Elva Porsche, and various 6-, 8-, and 12-cylinder racing 
engines looking pristine and ready to go. Appropriately 
on a pedestal in the middle of it all was a Porsche 917K 
(917-019) in Martini Racing livery from Louise Piech’s 
Porsche Salzburg and later Martini Racing Teams. While 
this family-owned de-facto werks team won LeMans 
in 1970 and 1971, this particular chassis was not very 
successful. However, this car remains in its original, 
unrestored, straight-from-the-track condition…cracked 
and chipped paint, blackened wheelwells, and the patina 
of time from tip to tail make it an awesome piece of living 
history.

Ferdinand Porsche’s earlier influence on automotive 
design was also on display in other museum showpieces, 
including a magnificent 1929 Mercedes-Benz SSK, one of 
only 31 built over 3 years. Porsche developed the S, SS, 
and SSK while he was Daimler-Benz’s technical director, 
before he departed in 1928 after a falling out with the 
Daimler board.

The sensory overload continued in other corners of the 
museum, with two Ford GT-40s, four racing Bentleys, 
race cars from Maserati, Duesenberg, and Bugatti, and 
a 1914 Mercedes Grand Prix car painted in flat white that 
looked like something Jules Verne would race, with all 
its brass fittings and copper fuel tank. One of the most 
valuable and important cars there was the 1948 Ferrari 
166 Spyder Corsa, the model known as the first Ferrari to 
win a race. This particular 166 was the first racing Ferrari 
in the US, and was also the car in which Sam Collier, 
Miles’ brother, was killed in a crash at Watkins Glen in 
1950.

The collection of Cunningham race cars was 
breathtaking, as was the collection of racing Jaguars – 
D-type and E-type cars raced by Cunningham at one 
time or another, all surrounding another icon, a 1961 
Maserati Tipo 60 ‘birdcage’. Right after that you’d see 
the 1938 Alfa 8C, the ’37 Delahaye, and the Bugatti 
Supersport. Did I mention ‘sensory overload’?

Even on a sold-out day, the museum feels relatively 
empty. We shared the entire Porsche wing with at most 
only 6 other people during our visit, and the experience 
was similar in every other part of the facility. It was a 
fantastic way to enjoy these remarkable pieces of history. 
The historic photos and the stories told on the placards 
that accompanied each car keeps you riveted. Plan for at 
least 2 hours to see the entire collection, and twice that 
if you really want to dive into various vehicles with the 
docents.

To see the museum’s own outstanding photography 
and biographies on each car in the collection, visit 
revsinstitute.org…or better yet, pay them a visit in person. 
Seeing this collection in person is worth every mile to 
get there, and enjoying the shopping, restaurants, and 
beaches of Naples is a great added bonus.

IN REVIEW:  VISITING THE REVS INSTITUTE
Enjoying The Collier Family’s Amazing Car Collection In Naples, Florida

1960 Porsche RS-60 Spyder

Text And Photos By Dan Phillips

1971 Porsche 917K



John Walters

PORSCHE
Club of America

WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION

Get your WMR PCA 
Name Badge!

These are very high-quality name badges, per-
manently printed on a sturdy framed plate. The 
magnetic attachment won’t damage your clothes. 
Cost is $15 each, free shipping! Please send your 
check and correct name spelling to:

John Walters
2578 Selkirk Lake Dr
Shelbyville, MI 49344-9525

Please make your check payable to WMR PCA.

10% OFF PARTS FOR 
PORSCHE CLUB MEMBERS!

• Routine maintenance to track proven upgrades
• Outstanding customer service
• State of the art diagnostic equipment
• ASA master certified technicians
• Free shuttle service
• Conveniently located near downtown Grand 

Rapids

Serving the West Michigan Porsche  
community for over 30 years! 

(800) 260-8000
www.germanautoltd.com

1014 Scribner NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504
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Beginning 6/26 —  
Fridays through Sundays: 
We will be featuring 
our German-Style 
Curry Sausage — 
with a side of Sweet 
Potato Salad or Loaded 
Baked Potato Salad

Don’t forget to stop by 
and pick up:  
Authentic German Sausages 
(Knackwurst, Weisswurst, 
Sheboygen, or Smoked 
Chicken and Apple) 
or Organic Cheese 
(Lamont Cheddar, 
Country Dill or Edam)

11332 W M 179 Hwy · Middleville, Michigan 
Phone (269) 205-2444

Mon-Fri: 6am-3pm and Sat-Sun: 7am-3pm

Full Breakfast and Lunch Menu
Lattes, Cappuccinos and Specialty Drinks

Fresh Baked Bread, Scones, Muffins, Cookies and more!

Present this advertisement at the time of purchase 
for 10% off your order of $25 or more.
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HOST:  RICK RILEY
IN REVIEW:  JANUARY DINNER DRIVE

We had a riot at Charley's Crab!

Forty-six Western Michigan members, a new track 

(dinner) record, gathered for a great time of camaraderie, 

food and drink.  We had the entire center section of the 

restaurant to ourselves with a beautiful view of the river.

The staff was thrown some curves...

Despite my best efforts, I did not have 

everyone on the reservation list. We 

swelled from 40-46 at the last minute. 

The staff, however, made it happen!  

Good food, delivered in a timely 

manner, great service, our checks were 

delivered promptly and everyone had a 

smile on their face. 

I want to thank Jill from Charley's Crab and her staff as 

they really made it a fun and successful evening!

Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,

As winter is upon us, I am pleased 
to see that many regions are 
making an effort to encourage 
their membership to participate 
and stay involved this time of year.  
Most of the regions have held 
their Planning Meetings to help 
establish a preliminary calendar 
of events.  A number of regions 
are holding events to welcome 
new members or introduce their 
newly elected officers. A few 
regions hold their holiday parties 
now as opposed to the end of 

the year, which is always so busy; while others have held 
fundraising events to help benefit their communities. This 
time of year many regions hold tech sessions, which are 
designed to help us better prepare for warmer days.  And 
as we start looking ahead, it’s the perfect time to begin 
planning your driving season.  

Amongst the events already planned are numerous DEs.  
Zone 4 regions host Driver’s Education events from April 
through October.  These events are designed to provide 
a safe, structured, and controlled teaching and learning 
environment so that participants can improve their 
driving abilities and acquire a better understanding of 
vehicle dynamics and driving safety.  They take place at 
a number of tracks including Grattan, Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, Mid-Ohio, Pitt Race, Putnam Park, Waterford 
Hills and Watkins Glen; so why not consider attending 
one this year.

Many regions have already opened enrollment for their 
DEs, and with Driver’s Education continuing to grow in 
popularity, more instructors are needed.   In the next 
few months, two National Instructor Training Sessions 
are scheduled.  The first will be on March 25, offered by 
ARPCA at Pitt Race, and the second will be on April 28, 
offered by CIR at Putnam Park, followed by a 2-day DE 
on April 29 and 30.

As region calendars firm up and events continue to be 
added, please remember to check your inboxes, region’s 
newsletter and website, as well as the Zone 4 website 
http://zone4.pca.org  for the most up to date information 
about events available to you.  Also, consider attending 
other regions’ events, such as:

•	 February 9:  Join Maumee Valley Region members 
for dinner at the Black Pearl

•	 February 10:  Central Indian Region’s Valentine’s 
Dinner and Dance at the Orchard Ridge Country Club 
in Ft. Wayne.

•	 February 11:  Mid Ohio Region’s New Member Social 
at the Hofbrauhaus in Columbus

•	 February 18:  Western Michigan Region’s Winterfest 
2017 at the Cascade Hills Country Club

•	 February 25:  Motor-Stadt Region’s Annual Holiday 
Party at the Spartan Hall of Fame Café

Thanks,

-Michael

AROUND THE ZONE

Michael Soriano
Zone 4 Representative,
Porsche Club of America

BY MICHAEL SORIANO, ZONE 4 REPRESENTATIVE

Photos: Courtesy of Amber Door

A lovely crowd at a lovely venue
Don & Amy smiling

the night away!



Today’s engines are truly engineering marvels, and while 
great progress has been made in extending the life of 
an engine and improving performance, some of these 
changes have created conditions that adversely affect 
some materials.

We are all used to preventive maintenance for oil service, 
air filters and spark plugs, but it’s easy to overlook items 
such as belts, hoses and miscellaneous plastic parts. And 
since most belts, hoses and plastic connectors used on 
today’s cars  fail from the inside out, it’s important that 
these parts are carefully  and regularly inspected for signs 
of wear.

According to the Car Care Council, nearly 30% of the 
vehicles they have inspected have belts and/or hoses that 
need replacing. Yet in most cases, the vehicle owners were 
totally unaware of the condition of these parts.

Cooling System Hoses & Plastic Cooling Components
A modern engine is often built using multiple types of 
metal and is referred to as being “bi-metallic”. As you 
may remember from your High School science class, 
metals used in a bi-metallic state often create an electrical 
charge. Such is the case in today’s engine.  The bi-metallic 
engine produces a current that travels through your 
cooling system causing plastic connectors and hoses to 
deteriorate from the inside out.

Since the damage is inside the component, it can be hard 
to detect. However, by carefully pinching the hoses on 
your car, you may be able to locate voids or ridges on the 
inside that indicate internal damage or wear.  

Plastic connectors and components 
used in the cooling systems also 
suffer the same fate as hoses due to 
the electrical current. Often the first 
indication of wear or potential failure 
shown by plastic parts is softness 
and splitting of the ends. Often you 
can determine this condition by 
gently squeezing the ends of the 
connector.  With regular and careful 
examination of hoses and plastic 
connectors, you can often detect 
these conditions and avoid total failure of the part.

Belts
Though new technology and design has made the V Belt 
a thing of the past, belts still require careful inspection 
and occasional replacement. It’s important to remember 
that belts generally deteriorate from the inside out, just as 
hoses do. While they may appear to be in good shape, the 
may be close to failure.

Consider the path of a belt as it travels over and under 
your engine’s pulleys. Each time it goes around a pulley 
it is being flexed and bent. In addition the flexing causes 
heat to be built up within the belt. Together, the flexing 
and heat breaks down the internal cords causing them 
to become brittle and hard with age. To avoid failure 
and subsequent damage to your engine, it is highly 
recommended that belts be replaced at the mileage 
interval recommended by the manufacturer.

The grooves in today’s flat ribbed “serpentine” belts can 
also become worn, allowing slippage at the pulleys. Wear 
in the groove can be measured using a special gauge 
designed for that purpose. If the grooves are worn, the 
belt must be replaced.

Often overlooked during a belt inspection are the 
tensioners and pulleys that they ride on.  Inspection of 
these items is a must to prevent belt failure.  

A bad tensioner will allow a belt to slip, causing premature 
wear. A worn pulley bearing can allow a belt to wear 
unevenly and begin to shred on the edges. Worse yet 
is when the bearing fails completely causing the belt 
to come off the pulley and cause damage to other 
components.

If you’re a NASCAR fan, you’ve probably seen the damage 
caused when a tire shreds as it tears up the fender and 
other nearby components. Your belt can cause the similar 
damage under the hood where it damages hoses, wiring 
and other components.

But what happens if you never replace your belts or 
hoses? Hopefully nothing. But if a failure does occur, 
the consequences can often be far more serious and 
expensive than a breakdown and a tow. Overheating is the 
biggest danger. Depending on how hot an engine gets, 
the consequences may include a blown head gasket, a 
cracked or warped cylinder head and/or broken or frozen 
overhead camshaft.

While visual inspections can help avoid trouble, replacing 
critical parts in accordance with the manufactures 
recommendations is your best insurance against engine 
failure.  Waiting until there is a problem is a very expensive 
strategy.

-Tim

This article is reprinted from the December 2012 issue of Über Alles.
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SPALTE
Tech

Contributed by WMR PCA member 
Tim Thatcher, ASE-Certified Master Technician 

and Owner, Euro Autowerks
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BELTS, HOSES AND
PLASTIC COOLING SYSTEM PARTS

HOST:  KURT WIRTH
FEBRUARY DINNER DRIVE

Meeting on what is usually a chilly and often snowy night 

in February, for the warmth of friends at the Grattan 

Irish Pub, has become a very popular tradition with our 

group. So plan on meeting up with us there once again, 

on Wednesday, February the 15th.  We’ll enjoy the very 

decent menu of the Pub and of course our favorite 

Wednesday’s all-you-can-eat fish and chips. The cozy 

atmosphere and good food keeps us coming back and 

our group keeps getting bigger and bigger every year! 

Make this year the one you choose to come out and join 

us! We promise there will be talk about Porsches.  

Please RSVP to Kurt at kurtwirthsc356@comcast.net, 

or call (616) 956-0249. Hope to see you there!

When: 

Wednesday, February 15, 2017

6:00 pm Social Hour, Drinks / 7:00 pm Dinner

	

Where:

Grattan Irish Pub

11817 Old Belding Road NE · Grattan, MI 48809

(616) 794-1691

Photo by Neil MacDonald, Chicago Region PCA

A worn serpentine belt Checking with a gauge

A worn serpentine belt

Join us for the “Morning After” Winterfest brunch at  

Six.One.Six. 

Even if you are unable to attend Winterfest mark you 

calendar to join us Sunday morning for a casual brunch 

at Six.One.Six in the JW Marriott Grand Rapids.   

If you have never been there, Six.One.Six is the signature 

restaurant within the JW offering highly inspired cuisine 

in a stylish, cosmopolitan setting. If you have been 

there, you know you want to come back. The Six.One.Six 

brunch promises to deliver us a fresh and utterly stylish 

dining experience that we will savor.  

Mark your calendars for what will prove to be another 

great meal with friends. No worries about downtown 

parking or the weather -- Complimentary valet parking is 

available.

Where:

Six.One.Six in the JW Marriot

235 Louis Campau St. NW

(at the NW corner of Louis Street and Campau Avenue) 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503

When: 

Sunday, February 19, 2017 

High Noon

RSVP to Amdoor242@aol.com or (616) 340-0971 

by Wednesday February 15, 2017

HOSTS:  JERRY ARENS & AMBER DOOR
MORNING AFTER BRUNCH



Thank goodness for advanced warning!  I attended the opening Saturday of the North 

American International Auto Show with my brother-in-law, nephew, and 

automotive writer, Dave Sedgwick, having been forewarned by Todd 

Kerkstra, inventory manager of Porsche of Grand Rapids, that there 

would be no Porsche presence in Detroit’s show this year.  Interested 

parties will have to go to the Chicago Auto Show from February 11th 

to the 20th for the closest exhibit of the new Panamera.  Lamenting 

this fact to Mr. Sedgwick, he pointed out that both the Boxster and 

Cayman made their world debuts at the NAIAS, so Porsche’s absence from Detroit this year is 

most likely attributable to the financial fallout from Volkswagen AG’s “diesel-gate,” than to a 

lack of recognition of Michigan’s enthusiasm for the marque.  Being an ecumenical enthusiast, there were other things 

to admire including Ford’s unobtanium GT, as both the production model and the 2016 class winner at LeMans were 

present.  Tucked away in a corner was the Subaru WRX STi that set a production car record in the 2016 Isle of Man TT 

along with a video display of the drive by English rally driver Mark Higgins breaking the record.  I highly recommend 

visiting You Tube and searching “2016 Subaru WRX STi Isle of Man TT – Flat Out” for some mid-winter driving 

inspiration.  Though it wasn’t a Porsche, the Subaru is somewhat of a distant cousin with its flat six engine.

There’s plenty of WMR-PCA action afoot in February for those who didn’t join Rick Riley at the 24 Hours of Daytona 

at the end of January.  In five days we’ve got Kurt Wirth’s dinner at the Grattan Bar on Wednesday, February 15 with 

its all-you-can-eat fish and chips plus other great pub food.  Winterfest is at the lovely Cascade Country Club on 

Saturday the 18th through the sponsorship of Rick Riley.  Amber Door and Jerry Arens are hosting the Morning After 

brunch on Sunday the 19th at the Six.One.Six. restaurant at the J.W. Marriott in 

scenic downtown Grand Rapids.  Let’s hope the weather will cooperate and many of 

you will be able to join us.  Winterfest’s charity will once again be Feeding America 

– West Michigan.  We are asking for donations of money, either as cash or a check 

made out to Feeding America – West Michigan, in lieu of physical food donations 

because Feeding America is able to purchase $10 of food for every dollar donated, 

magnifying the power of your generous donation.

See you at one of these events!

-Mike

CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Mike Karluk 
President,  
Western Michigan Region
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Jim Chiavaras 
Vice President,  
2014 Cayman S

 
7505 Old Lantern Dr
Caledonia, Mi 49316
616-293-5862 
jpcdo@comcast.net

ACCESS THE MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES ON OUR WEBSITE. 
HTTP://WMR.PCA.ORG/MINUTES/MINUTES.HTM

Über Alles Editor: 
Lina Spross 
(616) 706-4422 
uberwmr@gmail.com

Webmeister: 
Craig Paull 
wmr.pca.org 
pca.wmr.webmeister@gmail.com

Social Media Chair: 
Joyce Lo 
(616) 920-9998 
wenpeng.lo@gmail.com

Social Events Coordinator: 
Lynne Olenyk 
(616) 710-0122 
lynniemarie@charter.net

Interim Advertising Co-Chair: 
Ted Blacklidge 
(616) 866-4143 
sgrafex@chartermi.net

Interim Advertising Co-Chair: 
John Walters 
(616) 260-1082 
jwalters@wmis.net

HPDE Chair: 
Ted Blacklidge 
(616) 866-4143 
sgrafex@chartermi.net

Chief Driving Instructor: 
Terry Schieble 
(269) 329-1578 
no39rsr@sbcglobal.net

AutoCross Event Chair: 
Michael Betz 
(616) 460-8880  
mmbetz@image-stream.com

Safety Chair: 
Eric Spross 
(616) 702-4421 
ericpca911@yahoo.com

Historian & Insurance Coordinator: 
Kurt Wirth 
(616) 956-0249 
kurtwirthsc356@comcast.net

Membership Chair: 
Jerry Arens 
(616) 457-4515 
jdarens62@aol.com

Registrar: 
Amber Door 
(616) 340-0971 
amdoor242@aol.com

WMR Enthusiast: 
Marshall Walters 
(616) 780-1210 
marshall.walters@willistowerswatson.com

Charity Chair: 
Lin Portoluri
lindaportoluri@charter.net 
616-842-9266 

Zone 4 Representative: 
Michael Soriano 
(419) 843-2070  
MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com

CHAIRPERSONS · SERVING YOUR CLUB

OFFICERS
SERVING YOUR CLUB

Mike Karluk 
President,  
2016 Porsche Cayman GT4

9342 Whispering Sands Dr.
West Olive, MI 49460

mbkmd9198@charter.net

Brenda Hildon-Kaempf 
Secretary,  
1995 Porsche 993 
‘The Beast’  
 
637 South Shore Dr.
Kalamazoo, MI 49002-6942 
(269) 370-9183
blue911rsr@charter.net

Amber Door 
Treasurer,  
1984 Porsche 911 Coupe

 
645 Summerset Dr.
Jenison, MI 49428-7938
(616) 340-0971
amdoor242@aol.com

We’re looking for event hosts for 2017
 
Simply stop by our Monthly Board Meeting, or contact our WMRPCA 
Social Events Coordinator, Lynne Olenyk, with your event ideas. 
Lynne will help you work through the details and make your event a success.  
E-Mail: lynniemarie@charter.net  ·  Phone: (616) 710-0122
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On the cover: 
Abarth Carrera GTL  

From the Collier Colleciton

Photo by Dan Phillips

1988 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA 
CABRIOLET - ASKING $32,500

Meticulously Maintained, Accident Free, 
Numbers Matching; Clean Title and Car 
Fax Report; 155K Original Well Cared 
For Miles. All Maintenance Service Has 
Been Documented With Substantiating 
Records Provided; Original Grand Prix 
White Paint, Black Convertible Top, 
Black and Burgundy Leather Interior; 
5 Speed, A/C, Cruise, Blaupunkt 
Radio/Cassette Deck with Twin Alpine 
Amp’s mounted in the trunk; 3.2 Liter 
Motor, G50 Gearbox; Euro H4 80/100 
Watt Headlamps and Rear Fog Lamp; 
Yokohama Advan S3’s on Original 
Fuchs Wheels; Asking $32,500, but will 
consider a reasonable offer.
Contact Jim Washburn
Jwashburn.us@gmail.com or 
(517) 242-0702

2010 911 CARRERA COUP, $45,800 
GT silver metallic, black interior, 
48,4 K miles, 6 speed, navigation, 
power comfort heated seats with 
memory, limited slip, turbo wheels, 
auto dimming mirrors, 50 K service 
done, new tires, I am the 2nd owner, 
purchased in summer of 2011 with 11,6 
K miles.  All maintenance and repair 
records available upon request.  
(269) 532-4008

RARE PORSCHE PARTS 
(4) 6 X 15 Fuchs wheels, P/N 
911.361.020.10, 1975 date code, black 
centers, rim edges are untouched.  
Purchased in 1992 from Stuttgart 
House of Parts in Mooresville, NC for 
914 project. Never mounted. 
$1600 / OBO.   Contact Bob Johnson 
at E-Mail:  laser314@att.net or
call (616) 393-5990

CAYMAN PARTS FOR SALE
Cayman Fitted Car Cover, Fits Base 
and S 2013-2016 model years. Indoor/
Outdoor Block-It Evolution fabric. 
Twice used for winter storage. Price 
$100.00.   Contact Len Gawron 
at lagawron@comcast.net or call 
231.670.3274

BOXSTER WINTER PARTS FOR SALE
Factory hardtop for 97-04 986 
Boxster, painted Arena Red. Excellent 
condition, $1,250. I'll help you w/
hardtop prep kit. Snow tires and 
wheels, lots of great tread, Michelin 
Alpin tires on factory 17" Boxster Twist 
wheels, $500. Will take $1,500 firm for 
both. Contact Dan at (616) 281-2459 or 
dphil66@hotmail.com.

GLASS SUNROOF INSERT FOR 
PORSCHE 944 COUPE - Direct 
replacement for the factory steel 
sunroof. No modifications required, 
drops right in. Mint condition, perfect 
seals, a great addition for any 944. May 
also fit 924 and 968 coupes. $500, 
contact Dan Phillips at (616) 281-2459 
or dphil66@hotmail.com.

356-A “COLGAN” BRA 
with overriders for sale. Used 3 times 
like new $75.  Contact Tom Kayser at 
(269) 344-0470 or Cell (269) 599-
0472, E-Mail:  tkayser@charter.net

911 FUCHS AND TIRES FOR SALE
Wheels and tires in good condition.
Front:  911362113, 6 x 16, ET36,  
205 55 R16
Rear:  911362115, 7x16, ET23.3,  
225 50 R16
Tires:  Yokohama Advan A048
$1300 for set.
Contact Eric Spross at (616) 706-4421 
or  E-Mail:  ericpca911@yahoo.com

AUTO DETAILING SERVICE 
References available. Call or e-mail Eric 
at Professional Car Appearance, LLC, 
(616) 706-4421 or ericpca911@yahoo.
com.

WANTED
Winter Wheels/Tires for 2000 Boxster
Looking for a complete set of wheels 
with winter tires, or wheels only.
Call (616) 560-4934 and ask for Ron.

ADVERTISING RATES:

The ÜBER ALLES magazine 
is published monthly by the  
Western Michigan Region of 
the Porsche Club of America.

Full page: 
Color:	 $105/month 
Black & White:	 $70/month

1/2 page: 
Color:	 $70/month 
Black & White:	 $45/month

1/4 page: 
Color:	 $45/month 
Black & White:	 $30/month

1/8 page: 
Color:	 $30/month 
Black & White:	 $20/month

Note: Color ads receive premier 
placement. Contact editor for 
exact size requirements.

Deadline for ad delivery and 
payment is the 15th of each 
month.

Please send your ads to: 
Lina Spross 
uberwmr@gmail.com 
Phone (616) 706.4422

CLASSIFIEDS:

Free for WMR members, $3 for 
non-region PCA members, $5 
(2 lines) or $10 (4 lines) for 
non-PCA members (3 months)

Note: Members must contact 
editor to renew. Editor reserves 
right to edit ads. Please refer to 
prices above.

PAYMENT:

Please make checks payable to: 
WMR PCA

HOST:  WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION PORSCHE CLUB
WINTERFEST 2017

Mark your calendar for your Porsche club’s annual gala event, Winterfest 

2017! This year we will celebrate again at the elegant Cascade Hills Country 

Club on Cascade Road in Grand Rapids. 

Cascade Hills’ atmosphere is exquisite, as is the cuisine and facilities. Enjoy 

fellowship and Porsche enthusiasm over cocktails.  Formal invitations with 

RSVP cards were mailed in January.  So make sure to RSVP by February 11!

Where:
Cascade Hills Country Club

3725 Cascade Road SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49546

(616) 949-0810

When: 
Saturday, 18 February 2017

6:00 pm Social Hour / 7:30 pm Dinner

Festive Cocktail Attire  

(no jeans)



Advertise Your
Business Here.

Support The Club. 

 
Get access to about 500 potential 
customers, who appreciate exceptional
service, workmanship and skill.
See page 14 for advertising rates/info.
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Ted Vogt and Carol Dehen
LPL Registered Principals

4764 Fulton Street East, Suite 201 
Ada, MI  49301 

(616) 949-0900  (866) 949-0907
Securities offered through LPL Financial 

Member FINRA/SIPC 

THE TAILPIPE
BY L. SPROSS, ÜBER ALLES EDITOR

Join me in congratulating these fine folks on their WMR 

PCA Anniversaries and extend a warm “Willkommen“ to 

our new members and transfers.

Glückwünsche! — Anniversaries

1 year (2016)	 Michael Merk 
Marc Noordeloos 
Josh & Emily Quellet 
Jason Squires 
Robert Steffens 
Brian & Anne Williams	

10 years (2007)	 Ed Klunk

20 years (1997)	 Larry & Earlene Baum 
Bill & Natalie Brown 
Buck & Maggie Wilsmann 
Ross & Suzann Van Klompenberg	

25 years (1992)	 Robert & Cynthia Marko

Willkommen! — New Members & Transfers	
Mary & Michael Mishler, Grand Rapids, '17 Boxster S

Mark DeBernardi, Grand Rapids, '71 914

Andrew Bowman, Harbor Springs, '02 911

Eric & Leah Buckland, Pentwater, '06 Cayman S

Tom Quellet, Zeeland, '06 Cayman S

Michelle Mullins, Rockford, '17 Macan Turbo

©2017 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times.

The rulebook’s latest amendment.

Porsche Grand Rapids
6025 28th Street SE
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546
Tel. 616-988-9797
www.grandrapids.porschedealer.com

We�ve never seen much value in preserving the status quo. Which is why the new Panamera bends the expected definition of sedan
in every way possible. 440 horsepower, a top track speed of 179 mph, and a cutting-edge Porsche Advanced Cockpit that
includes Porsche Connect. It is moving proof that rules are far more rewarding when you write them yourself. Porsche. There is no
substitute.

The new Panamera 4S.

Trivia Contest!

January Answer:  WMR PCA was started on Oct. 22, 

1960 at what is now known as Egypt Valley Country Club 

-- formerly known as Greenridge Country Club.  The 

WMR charter was formally granted from PCA on

Nov. 20, 1960.

February Question:  The 58th Annual Porsche Parade 

was held in Traverse City, MI in 2013.  What year and 

number (xx Annual) was the first time the Porsche 

Parade was held in Traverse City?

Email your responses to uberwmr@gmail.com



Über Alles is the official monthly publication of the Western Michigan Region of the Porsche Club of America, Inc., a non-profit organization registered with 
the state of Michigan. Statements and opinions appearing herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the opinions of WMR PCA, PCA, its 
officers or members. The editor reserves the right to edit all material for publication and to publish only the material deemed appropriate and in the best inter-
est of WMR PCA and of PCA. Permission is granted to reprint in whole or in part, provided that A) credit will be given to the author(s), Über Alles, and WMR 
PCA, B) copyright is not involved, and C) a copy of the article is provided to WMR PCA upon publication. Subscriptions for non-members are $18.00 annually. 
Deadline for advertising & new content is on the 20th day of the month prior to the issue month. Über Alles is available electronically at http://wmr.pca.org/.
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