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THIS MONTH’S ACTIVITIES

February 2009

02   Monthly Meeting  7 :00PM, 
 Del ta  Impor ts

14  Valent ine’s Day

21  Winterfest  2009 ,  6 :00PM

 Univers i ty  Club,  F i f th  

 Thi rd Center

22 Morning After  Brunch ,  

 12:00PM, Char l ie ’s  Crab

 LLLLO C A T I O N ::::   
UUUUN I V E R S I T Y  C L U B

FFFFI F T H T H I R D BA N K CE N T E R

111  LY O N N.W.  10T H FL O O R

GGGG R A N D RA P I D S MI  49503

FFFF R E E     P A R K I N G     A V A I L A B L E     I N     T H E F I F T H TH I R D     
RRRR A M P,  A D J A C E N T     T O     T H E     B U I L D I N G

    
WWWW H E N ::::         

SSSS A T U R D A Y -  F E B R U A R Y 21 ,  2009
    

TTTT I M E ::::         
DDDD O O R S     W I L L     O P E N     A T  6 :00PM    

DDDD I N N E R     W I L L     B E     S E R V E D     A T  7 :30PM 

F O L L O W E D     B Y     A N     A B B R E V I A T E D     A W A R D S     
P R O G R A M ....

    
DDDDON’’’’TTTT FORGET    TO RVSP BY FEBRUARY 6TH 2009!!!
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Upcoming Events
Monthly Meetings will occur on 1st Monday of every month 
at 7PM at Delta Imports, 6025 28th St. SE Grand Rapids, 
49546
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M o r n i n g  A f t e r  B r u n c h  -  2 0 0 9
A f t e r  m u c h  s e a r c h i n g  t o  “ m i x  i t  u p ”  f o r  a  f ab u l o us  Su n d a y  Br u n c h  w e  d i s co v e r e d  t h a t  w e  
h a v e  a l r e a d y  b ee n  d i n i n g  o n  t h e  b es t  b r u n c h  i n  t h e  a r e a .   S o ,  a s  i s  t r ad i t i o n ,  w e  w i l l  a g a i n  

g a t h e r  f o r  a  c a s ua l  b r u n c h  o n  S u n d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  2 0 0 9  f o r  t h e  “ Mo r n i n g  A f t e r ”  
Wi n t e r f e st .

 
C h a r l e y ’ s  C r a b  i s  l o c a t ed  i n  d o w n t o w n  G r a n d  R a p i d s  o v e r  l o o k i n g  t h e  G r a n d  R i v e r .   I t  
h a s  b e e n  o f f er i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  b e s t  s e a f o o d  i n  G r a n d  R ap i d s  s i n c e  1 9 7 9  a n d  a  Su n d a y  

Brun ch  th at  ha s  be en r a t e d  t h e  Be s t  b y  G r a n d  R a p i d s  m a g a z i n e .

R e s e r v a t i o n s  a r e  f o r  1 2 : 00  n o o n  a t  C h a r l e y ’ s  C r a b  l o c a t e d  a t  6 3  M ar k e t  Av e  S . W.  
G r a n d  R a p i d s .  

M a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r s  f o r  w h a t  w i l l  p r o v e  t o  b e ,  y e t  a g a i n ,  a  f a b u l o u s  d i n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .   
W e  h av e  r es er v a t i o n s  f o r  2 0  ( o r  m o r e) .

C a l l  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .   C a n ’ t  m a k e  i t  t o  Wi n t e r f e s t ?   C o m e  h e a r  w h a t  y o u  
m i s s ed !

 R e m em b e r :     W h o :    Y o u  a n d  a n y o n e  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b r i n g  a l o n g
                   W h a t :   “ M o r n i n g  A f t e r ”  B r u n c h
          W h e r e :   C h a r l ey ’ s  C r a b  6 3  M a rket  Ave SW Grand Rapi ds
            W h e n :     Feb .  22 ,  20 09   - -  High  Noon
                   W h y :        F o o d ,  F u n  &  F a b u l o u s  F r i en d s   - -   T h e  o n l y  3    
      r e a s o n s  y o u  n e e d !
             H o w :        R S V P  b y  W e d n e s d a y  F e b r u a r y  1 8 ,  2 0 0 8

A m b e r  D o o r
a m b e r . d o o r @ m e . c o m

61 6 45 7-4 51 5  h
61 6 34 0-0 97 1 c
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 ‘01 Porsche Boxster
 Cab.  U080404
 Black /  B lack,  

63026mi .  Porsche
 Cer t i f ied!  6-yr  

100,000mi
 warranty .  $19,985.00

 ‘99 Porsche 911
 Cab.  

 U080477
 Arct ic  S i lver /Graphi te
 Grey,  69,118 mi les .

 Fox Cer t i f ied!
 $25,990.00

 NEW ‘08 Porsche 
Boxster
P08060

 Carrera Whi te
/  Cocoa

 MSRP $54,425.00
SALE $47,425.00

NEW ‘08 Porsche 
Cayenne GTS

 P08061
 Crysta l  S i lver

/B lack
MSRP $86,935.00
SALE  $73,940.00
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WEST MICHIGAN REGION PCA
DRIVER’S  EDUCATION

IN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE NEW PRESIDENT,  
THE GRAND PRIX OF GRATTAN

 IS  GOING TO “CHANGE” IN 2009

AFTER MANY YEARS OF ENDING OUR 3-DAY DRIVER’S  EDUCATION EVENT 
WITH SUNDAY TIME TRIALS,  WE HAVE DECIDED TO CHANGE  THE 
PROGRAM TO INCLUDE ALL DAY SUNDAY FOR DRIVER’S EDUCATION 
STUDENTS AND OPEN TRACK TIME FOR OTHER PARTICIPANTS

THIS YEAR’S EVENT WILL BE HELD ON SEPTEMBER 18 – 20.   THE DETAILS 
ON TIME AND REGISTRATION WILL BE IN UPCOMING UBER ALLES  AND ON 
THE WMR AND ZONE 4  WEBSITES.

For  further  information,  contact  Ted Blackl idge  at  sgrafex@chartermi.net

Congratulat ions  to  
Mark Se l lers ,  owner 

of  the  downtown 
Grand Rapids  beer 

bar HopCat .  
 In  December,  Beer  
Advocate  Magaz ine  
ranked HopCat  the  

#3  “Best  Beer Bar on  
Planet  Earth” .   A 

great  accompl i shment  
in  only  1  year!

Our Master  
mechanics  can 

handle anything 
your  car  needs from 

a “pre-purchased” 
vehicle  inspect ion 

or  d iagnost ic  
inspect ion to  a  

complete engine 
overhaul  or  rout ine 

tune-up.  Come in  for  
an est imate  today!  

1104 Portage Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49001

269-342-6994
COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP FOR 17 YEARS
HOURS: MONDAY— FRIDAY 7:30AM TO 6:00PM 

CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY

PORSCHE SPECIALISTS
Bosch Authorized Service Center.

We serv ices:
Acura,  Audi ,  

BMW, 
Honda,  Lexus,

Mazda,  Mercedes,
Nissan,  Porsche,

Saab,  Toyota,
Volkswagen & 

Volvo.
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Del ta   Import s ,  Grand  Rap ids  –  Meet ing  was  ca l led   to  order  by  Ted  
Black l idge  at  7:00pm.    Members  present  were :    Ted  and  Gab i  
Black l idge ,  Dan  and  Ren  Ph i l l ips ,  Amber  Door ,  Brenda  Hi ldon ,  Rick  
Ri ley ,  Kurt  Wirth ,  Er i c  and  L ina  Spross .

Minutes:    Approved .

Treasurers  Report :    Approved .      $324  was  co l lec ted   th rough  Change  
fo r  Char i ty  dur ing  2008 .    We  are  e l ig ib le   for  a  char i t y   subs idy  
th rough  Nat iona l .    

Webmaster :    The  webs i te  was  updated   th i s  week .    Ted  ment ioned  
that  our  webs i te   i s  outs tand ing  as  compared   to  others   i n   the  c lub .    
Go  Michae l !

Membersh ip  Report :    244  Pr imary  Members ,  198  Af f i l i a te  Members  
–   to ta l  442.  New  members  are :  Gary   Ja r ro ld ,  Traverse  C i ty ,   ’81  911.  
Trans fe rs   In :  1,   John  and   Jana  Hanson,  Grand  Rap ids ,   ’76  914 ‐4  –  
t rans fe r   f rom  RSR  Reg ion ,  Trans fe rs  Out :  1  –   to  F lor ida  Crown.    Non ‐
renewa ls :  4 ,  Renewa ls :  12.    

We   regret   to  announce:  Former  WMR  member  Mar i l yn  Moses  passed  
away   January  2 ,  2009 .     In   l i eu  of   f lowers ,   the   fami ly  has  chosen   two  
memor ia l s :

Pop lar  Grove  Vintage  Wings  &  Wheels  Museum,  PO  Box  236 ,  Pop le r  
Grove   I L ,  61065 .

Teba la  Shr ine  Ai r  Squadron ,  c/o  Art  Hass ,  1217  Ramona  Terrace ,  
Machesney  Park   I L ,  61115

A  mot ion  was  made  and  approved   to  donate  $50   to   the  Pop lar  Grove  
Vintage  Wings  &  Wheels  Museum.    Going   forward  $50  wi l l  be  made  
to  memor ia l s  as  necessa ry .

Advert i s ing :    Noth ing  new   to   repor t   .    A   few  adver t i ser s  wi l l  not  
cont inue   i n  2009  as   they  have  not  pa id .    

Uber:    Ren   i s   toy ing  with   the   i dea  of  chang ing   the   l ayout .  

Insurance:    Kur t  has  noth ing  new   to   i nsure .

Driv ing  Events :    

IROC   ‐  No   report .  Ted  wi l l   t ry   to  get  more   i n format ion   regard ing  
upcoming  events .

Grat tan  DE  –  Sunday  a l l ‐day  event .  Sept  18 ,  19 ,  20.  We  are   l ook ing  
fo r  a  market ing  d irector   fo r   th i s  event .  

 Old  Bus iness :

December  DD  –  Appet i zer  Party  hosted  by   the  
Kon ings .    Wel l  at tended  desp i te   the  bad  weather .    
Great   t ime  had  by  a l l .

Suggest ions  are  encouraged   fo r  our  50  Year  
Ann iversary  event  2010 .

Chairpersons:

 Über Alles Editors:
 Gabriele  Blacklidge
 T:  (616) 866-4143
 E:  gabriele@chartermi.net

 Ren Phil l ips
 T:  (616) 281-2459
 E:  Renlopes@sbcglobal .net

 Advertising:
 John Kilgren
 T:  (616) 403-2953
 E:  jki lgren@
    clarkfinancialgroup.com 

 Chief Driving Instructor:
 Terry Schieble
 T:  (269) 329-1578
 E:  no39rsr@sbcglobal .net

 IROC Events :
 Ed Klunk
 T:  (773) 573-8765
 E:  hemisaurus@aol.com

 Safety:
 Craig Ackerman
 T:  (616) 866-1905
 E:  Pcaackerman@aol.com

 Insurance Coordinator :
 Kurt Wirth
 T:  (616) 956-0249
 E:  kurtwirth356@comcast.net

 Registrar :
 Amber Door
 T:  (616) 457-4525
 E:  Amdoor242@aol.com

 WMR Enthusiast :
 Lina Spross
 T:  (616) 987-6419
 E:  ericnl ina@gmail .com

 Web Master:
 Michael  Betz (Webpage)
 Mmbetz@image-stream.com

 Renee Krapp (Uber Aces)
 E:  krappr@trinity-health.com

 Membership:
 Jerry Arens
 T:  (616) 457-4515
 E:  f lybox911@aol.com

 Zone 4 Representative:
 Roy Wilkinson
 T:  (330) 733-4813
 E:  Rwilk5@sbcglobal .net

February 2009
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WESTERN MICHIGAN PCA 
2009 CHARITY

 

Jus t  what  is  ALS? Amyotrophic  
Latera l  Sc leros is  (ALS)  is  a 
motor  neuron d isease,  f i rs t  
descr ibed in 1869 by the noted 
French neuro log is t  Jean-Mar-
t in  Charcot .  A l though the 
cause of  ALS is  not  complete ly  
unders tood,  the las t  decade 
has brought  a weal th  o f  new 
sc ient i f ic  unders tanding about  
the d isease that  prov ides hope 
for  the fu ture.

Lou Gehrig  f i rs t  brought  na-
t iona l  and internat iona l  a t ten-
t ion to the d isease in  1939 
when he abrupt ly  re t i red f rom 
basebal l  a f ter  be ing d iagnosed 
wi th  ALS.  Most  commonly ,  the 
d isease s t r ikes people be-
tween the ages of  40 and 70,  
and as many as 30,000 Amer i -
cans have the d isease at  any 
g iven t ime.  ALS has cut  shor t  
the l ives o f  o ther  such notab le  
and courageous ind iv iduals  as 
Hal l  o f  Fame p i tcher  Jim 
"Catf ish" Hunter ,  Senator  
Jacob Javi ts ,  ac tors  Michael  
Zaslow  and David Niven ,  c re-
ator  o f  Sesame Street  Jon 
Stone ,  te lev is ion producer  
Scott  Brazi l ,  box ing champion 
Ezzard Charles ,  NBA Hal l  o f  
Fame basketba l l  p layer  
George Yardley ,  pro  footba l l  

p layer  Glenn Montgomery ,  
go l fer  Jeff  Jul ian ,  go l f  caddie 
Bruce Edwards,  Br i t ish soccer  
p layer  Jimmy Johnstone,  mu-
s ic ian Lead Bel ly  (Huddie 
Ledbetter) ,  photographer  Ed-
die Adams,  enter ta iner  Den-
nis Day ,  jazz  music ian 
Charles Mingus ,  composer  
Dimitr i  Shostakovich,  former 
v ice pres ident  o f  the Uni ted 
States Henry A.  Wal lace  and 
U.S.  Army Genera l  Maxwell  
Taylor .

ALS is  a  neurodegenerat ive 
d isease that  usual ly  at tacks 
both upper  and lower  motor  
neurons and causes degenera-
t ion throughout  the bra in  and 
sp ina l  cord.  A common f i rs t  
symptom is  a  pa in less weak-
ness in  a  hand,  foot ,  arm or  
leg,  which occurs  in  more than 
ha l f  o f  a l l  cases.  Other  ear ly  
symptoms inc lude speech 
swal lowing or  walk ing d i f f icu l -
ty .

The b io log ica l  mechanisms 
that  cause ALS are on ly  par-
t ia l ly  unders tood.  The on ly  
known cause of  ALS is  a  muta-
t ion o f  a  spec i f ic  gene:  the 
SOD1 gene.  Th is  mutat ion is  
be l ieved to  make a defect ive 
prote in  that  is  tox ic  to  motor  
nerve ce l ls .  The SOD1 muta-
t ion,  however ,  accounts  for  
on ly  1  or  2  percent  o f  ALS 
cases,  or  20 percent  o f  the 
fami l ia l  ( inher i ted)  cases.

Fami l ia l  ALS represents  be-
tween f ive to  10 percent  o f  a l l  
cases.  The rest  ar ise sponta-
neously  and myster ious ly ,  
making seemingly  random at -
tacks on prev ious ly  heal thy 
adul ts .  ALS can s t r ike anyone,  
anyt ime.

Phys ic ians have l imi ted 
choices for  t reat ing ALS,  and 
the opt ions that  do ex is t  have 

come in to use wi th in  the las t  
10 years .  Stud ies  suggest  that  
pat ients '  length of  surv iva l  and 
qual i ty  o f  l i fe  are enhanced by 
n ight - t ime breath ing ass is-
tance ear ly  in  the course of  
the d isease and by aggress ive 
appl icat ion o f  a l ternate feed-
ing opt ions to  assure good 
nut r i t ion once swal lowing be-
comes d i f f icu l t .  A t  th is  
t ime,  r i luzo le  is  the only  drug 
that  has been approved by the 
FDA for  t reatment  o f  ALS.  In  
c l in ica l  t r ia ls ,  r i luzo le  has 
shown a s l ight  benef i t  in  mod-
est ly  increas ing surv iva l  t ime.

Stem ce l l  and gene therapy 
are promis ing areas of  re-
search.  In a  var ie ty  o f  s tud ies,  
ALS mouse models  are be ing 
used to develop t reatments  
that  may someday lead to  s im-
i lar  human c l in ica l  t r ia ls .  Gene 
therapy is  one f ie ld  o f  re-
search where The ALS Assoc i -
a t ion is  concentrat ing suppor t  
for  more s tudy.

More s igni f icant  advances of  
research in to  ALS has oc-
curred in  the las t  decade than 
a l l  o f  the t ime s ince Charcot  
ident i f ied the d isease.  Ad-
vances in  technology and the 
genet ic  revo lu t ion are a id ing 
researchers  in  un lock ing the 
ALS mystery .  As more sc ien-
t is ts  focus on th is  perp lex ing 
d isease,  the out look for  new 
understanding br ightens each 
day.

For more Information,  p lease 
visi t :

www.als.org

At the January meeting, the WMR Board voted to designate 

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), known as Lou Gerig’s disease, as our 2009 
Charity.  One of our own members has been diagnosed with this disease, so 

please keep Bob Friday, and Carol & the twin babies, in your thoughts.  
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The C lub extends i ts  deepest  sympathy to B i l l  Moses on the pass-
ing of  h is  wi fe ,  Mar i lyn.  B i l l  and Mar i lyn recent ly  moved f rom our 
reg ion to Chicago to be c loser  to the i r  ch i ldren af ter  hav ing been 

WMR members for  more than 30 years .   

 Mar i lyn

Mar i lyn & I  were  more than husband & wi fe .  We were sou l  mates .  Maybe as  
un l ike ly  sou l  mates as you can imagine.

    Mar i lyn  & I  met  a t  a  Republ ican Fund Rais ing Barbeque in  Evanston,  IL . ,  
where I  was l iv ing when I  go t  out  o f  the  Army,  on my f i rs t  post -co l lege job.  
The f i rs t  th ing I  no t iced was she had a  n ice  shape,  but  i t  was her  smi le  and 
her  laugh that  were endear ing.

    I f  our  fami l ies  o f  o r ig in  were  not  180 degrees apar t ,  they were at  least  160!  
Mar i lyn grew up in  Sauganash,  an upsca le nor th  s ide communi ty  w i th in  
Chicago.   Her  Dad and Unc le  ran the fami ly  bus iness,  manufactur ing meta l  
card  tab les  and cha i rs .  The bro thers  l i ved three b locks f rom each o ther .   
Mar i lyn and her  cous ins  spent  the ent i re  summer a t  a  f ive-bedroom summer 
home her  grandparents  bu i l t  in  Trevor ,  WI  -  jus t  over  an hour  east  o f  here .  

    I  grew up in  St .  Louis ,  MO as the younger  o f  two boys.  Because I  was the 
youngest ,  I  go t  to  s leep in  the k i tchen,  the  on ly  room in  the house wi th  heat .

    So how d id  we become sou l  mates? We had a  s imi la r  va lue system,  
respected each o ther  fo r  both our  s imi lar i t ies and d i f ferences,  and had a 
sense o f  humor .  Mar i lyn taught  me you couldn ' t  have a  dream come t rue -  i f  
you don ' t  have a dream! So we reached together  and surpassed our  h ighest  
hopes.  Most  impor tant ly ,  Mar i lyn prov ided me wi th  a  wonder fu l  fami ly ,  for  
wh ich I  p lanned f rom the t ime I  was 14.

    Mar i lyn  wore a but ton that  sa id  -  " I 'm a mi rac le ! ”  She t ru ly  was and she 
l i te ra l ly  t ransformed the l i ves  of  those she touched.

    Se l f ish ly ,  Mar i lyn,  we wish you were s t i l l  here.  In te l lec tua l ly ,  we know you 
now breathe eas ier  and are ab le  to  s ing -  maybe even one o f  my favor i tes -  
"He 's  Just  My B i l l " .

    Sweet ie ,  next  summer,  we ' l l  take your  ashes back to  Camp Lake -  where 
you can run bare foot  and p lay  -  as  caref ree as  a ch i ld  out  o f  schoo l .   WE 
LOVE YOU!

Submi t ted by ,  
B i l l  Moses
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Classified Ads

PARTS FOR SALE 944 - Control 
A-arms, complete exhaust system 
with catalytic converter, brake 
rotors, calipers, torsion bars, coil 
over springs 400 lb, design 90 
wheels 7 x 8 x 16”, CV joints with 
new boots, oil coolers, steering 
wheel w/ air bag. 911- (930) 
complete exhaust system with 
exchang- ers, oil lines, lower front 
clip w/ driving lights ( black ) , 
transmission gear set (1st to 4th) , 
turbo charger, inter-cooler, shift 
lever, old style head lights.Parts are 
from 1989 944S2 and 1986 911/930 
and pricing is negotiable. 
Call Craig Ackerman at 616-866-
1905 or pcaackerman@aol.com.

Welcome New Members!!

G a r y  J a r r o l d
T r a v e r s e  C i t y

’ 8 1  9 1 1

J o h n  &  J a n a  H a n s o n
G r a n d  R a p i d s

’ 7 6  9 1 4 - 4

1983 PORSCHE 930  -  Pear l  
whi te ,  87,600 mi les.  Very  good 
condi t ion.  New par ts  and 
updates by Bruce at   German 
Auto.  Pr iced at  $34,500.  Cal l  
Jack @ (231)  937-4392

HEATED ( l imited)  OR 
UNHEATED SPACE  -  for  your  
car .  Unheated s torage is  $200 
for  5  months ($40/month) .  For  
more in format ion,  ca l l  Bob or  
Caro l   Fr iday (PCA members 
for  over  15 years)  a t  (616)  863-
9395 or  emai l :
b f r iday@char termi .net

1999 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA 
4  -  NEW PRICE  -  Heavi ly -
opt ioned 996 6-speed manual  
coupe in  gorgeous Midn ight  
B lue Meta l l ic  wi th  Space Grey 
in ter ior .  About  70k mi les .  Long 
opt ions l is t  inc ludes L i t ron ics ,  
PCM nav,  PSM stabi l i ty ,  fu l l  
supple  leather ,  fu l l  power  
heated seats ,  and lo ts  more!  
Th is  car  is  in  exce l lent  shape 
cosmet ica l ly  and mechanica l ly ,  
and shows ev idence of  carefu l  
owners .  I t  has been loved!  Now 
i t 's  your  turn. . .$27,500.  Cal l  
Dan at  (616)  281-2459,  or  
emai l  dphi l66@hotmai l .com. 
For  more in fo  and p ic tures v is i t  
h t tp : / /www.geoc i t ies .com
dphi l66/Porsche.html .

944T & 944T PARTS  -  1986 
944 Turbo coupe,  s tone 
gray/burg. ,  kon i  2-way cup-car  
co i lovers ,  M030 f ront  sway bar ,  
racer 's  edge bushings,  camber  
p la tes,  L indsey Racing s tage-3 
heads,  MAF,  in take mani fo ld  & 
so l id  l i f ter /cam, larger  turbo,  
ch ips,  ad j .  a i r / fue l ,  968 -  6  
speed t rans. ,  3  sets  o f  wheels ,  
ro l l  bar ,  sparco rac ing seats  
and be l ts ,  f iberg lass rear  
bumper  $16,000 OBO. 944T 
par ts :  Front  f iberg lass fenders 
$250,  F iberg lass hood $200,  
F iberg lass 924T LeMans rea l  
spo i ler  for  944T $200,  Lexan 
rear  hatch $500,  Window net  
$50,  944T f ront  brake cal ipers  
$60,  944T 5-speed t rans.  wi th  
cooler  $600,  SFR stage-3 turbo 
$900.  Pr ices as l is ted,  OBO. 
Ron Hendr ick  (616)  402-0362                                   
(NOV)

Class i f i ed  Ad  pr ic ing  for  3  
month  min imum:  

Free  for  Wes tern  Michigan  
Reg ion  members .   
$5 .00  for  PCA non-reg ion  
members .   
$10  .00  for  non-PCA members .     

Ed i tor  re serves  r igh t  to  ed i t  
ads .
P lease  send  informat ion  and/or  
checks  to  Club  Treasurer .

4x -  18” WHEELS  -  for  wide 
body 993 or  996.  Turbo wheels  
came of f  our  C4S.  Make 
reasonable o f fer .  Cal l  Ted 
Black l idge,  (616)  456-1806,  or
sgrafex@char termi .net
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FOR SALE
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I t  was  a  co ld  and  w indy  n i gh t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    

. . . . . . . . . . f o r  a  new  spy  nove l?   Bu t ,  no  -  a  d i nne r  d r i ve !  
 
Ten  i n t r ep i d  ce r t i f i ed  Po rsche  nu t s  s l i pped  and  s l i d  t o  Leo ’ s  f i ne  d i n i ng  r es tau ran t  i n  down town  Grand  Rap ids  on  
Wednesday ,  January  14 .  I  hos ted  Ted  &  Gab i  B lack l i dge ,  John  &  Marsha l l  Wa l t e r s ,  Ren  &  Dan  Ph i l l i p s ,  Ambe r  
Door  &  Je r r y   A rens ,  and  Co l in  Ca rpen te r ,  who  a l l  b raved  a  b i t t e r l y  co ld   M i ch igan  even ing  to  b reak  b r ead ,  s i p  
w ine  and  compa re  w in te r  d r i v i ng  s t o r i es .  
 
Ted  and  I  had  t he  r i ch  sea food  Newber g  i n  pu f f  pas t r y .  I  t h i nk  “Newberg ”  i s  F rench  f o r  ca rd i o  i n f a r c t i on !  Wow,  
t ha t  was  good  -  I  had  t o  pop  ex t r a  L i p i t o r  j u s t  on  genera l  p r i nc i pa l s .
 
One  o f  t he  n i ce  f ea tu res  o f  Leo ’ s ,  i s  t ha t  you  can  d r i ve  i n t o  the  pa rk i ng  r amp and  take  the  e leva to r  down  to  t he  
r es tau ran t  l e ve l .  No  wa l k i ng  i n  the  snow ,  so  you  don ’ t  have  to  wea r  you r  muck lucks .
 
Res t  assu red  t ha t  no  ma t te r  how  many  o r  f ew  Po rsche  peop le  ga the r ,  you  a re  go ing  to  have  some  f un  -  and  we  
d i d !  Good  f ood ,  good  peop le ,  good  f un !
 
See  you  a t  W in te rFes t  and  be  su re  t o  save  t he  da te  f o r  t he  nex t  d i nne r  d r i ve  i n  Ma rch !

R i ck  R i l ey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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JANUARY DINNER DRIVE

2008 FALL COLOR TOUR DINNER DRIVE
2008 FALL COLOR TOUR REPORT:

Duane and Brenda Weed

This  pas t  fa l l  found a coup le  dozen Porsche owners  par t ic ipat ing in  the 
"Dam Fa l l  Co lor  Tour" .   We began the tour  in  B ig  Rap ids  and took  a  num-
ber  o f  w ind ing roads through Mecosta,  Newaygo and Montca lm count ies .   

Dur ing our  t rave ls ,  the  parade of  Porsches passed over  Hardy and Croton  
Dams.  

The f ina l  des t inat ion was the Loon 's  Nest  a t  Whi te f ish  Lake Gol f  Course.   
When I  asked for  spec ia l  park ing a t  the  Loon 's  Nest ,  they  accommodated 
us  by p lac ing a l l  the  cars  out  on the  pract ice g reen!  What  a  love ly  s ight !  

As the snow b lows th is  win ter ,  and a l l  i s  whi te  and f rozen,  take a  moment  
to  re f lec t  on the  coo l ,  co lor fu l  days  o f  fa l l  and  look forward to  the warm,  

sunny days o f  summer.
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PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA

WEST MICHIGAN REGION
2009 CALENDAR - UPDATED
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January 5  Board Meet ing – Del ta  Impor ts  
   14 Dinner  Dr ive – Leo’s  Restaurant  
         Host :  R ick  Ri ley  

February 2  Board Meet ing – Del ta  Impor ts  
   21 Winter fest      
    Host :  Brenda Hi ldon 
   22 Morn ing-Af ter  Brunch – Char ley ’s  Crab
    Host :  Amber  Door  & Jerry  Arens 
   
March 2 Board Meet ing – Del ta  Impor ts  
   11 Dinner  Dr ive – Grat tan Bar  
         Host :  Kur t  Wir th  

Apr i l   6  Board Meet ing – Del ta  Impor ts  
   18 Dinner  Dr ive – Chi l i  Cookof f  
        Hosts :  Terry  & Dor i lee Schieb le  
   
May  4  Board Meet ing – Del ta  Impor ts  
   30 Dinner  Dr ive – Dest inat ion TBD 
        Hosts :  John & Marshal l  Wal ters  
   
June  1  Board Meet ing – Del ta  Impor ts  
   10 Gi lmore Gather ing – Hickory  Corners
    Host :  R ick  Ri ley
   20 Spr ing Up to  Traverse Ci ty  
         Hosts :  Dav id  & Beth Howard 
   29 PCA Parade (Nat ional )  –  Keystone,  CO
         (29th June – 04th Ju ly)  
   

*Note – A l l  dates subject  to  change.  P lease 
watch Über  A l les  and wmi .pca.org for  
the la test  events ,  dates,  & locat ions.  

 
Vis i t  wmi .pca.org for  more fun events !  
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PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA

WEST MICHIGAN REGION
2009 CALENDAR - UPDATED

July   6  Board Meet ing – Del ta  Impor ts  
   11 Gimmick Ral ly  
        Hosts :  Ted & Gabi  B lack l idge 
   25 Dinner  Dr ive – Dest inat ion TBD 
        Hosts :  Dan & Ren Phi l l ips  
   
August  3  Board Meet ing – Del ta  Impor ts  
   8  Fami ly  P icn ic  & Concours 
        Hosts :  Amber  Door  & Jerry  Arens 
   22 Dinner  Dr ive – Saunter  to  the Shore 
         Hosts :  Barry  & Candis  Col l ick  
   28 28 t h  St reet  Metro Cru ise (28 t h  & 29 t h )  
         Hosts :  Dan & Ren Phi l l ips  
   
September  14 Board Meet ing – Del ta  Impor ts  
      8-  20  Grat tan Dr iver  Educat ion 
       TBD Dinner  Dr ive – Dest inat ion TBD 
         Host :  Randy Por to lur i  
   
October  5  Board Meet ing – Del ta  Impor ts  
      TBD Fal l  Color  Tour  –  Dest inat ion TBD  
       Hosts :  TBD 
   
November  2  Board Meet ing – Del ta  Impor ts  
    (2010 p lanning )  
   6  Dinner  Dr ive 
        Hosts :  Duane & Brenda Weed 
   
December  7  Board Meet ing – Del ta  Impor ts  
      TBD 12 t h  Annual  WMR Appet izer  Par ty  
         Hosts :  TBD 
   
   

Vis i t  wmi .pca.org for  more fun events !  
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Porsche  Museum
Stut tgar t .   In  the  new Porsche  Museum the  f ina l  prepara t ions  a re  made  for  
the  open ing  on  Sa turday  31  J anuary  2009 .  At  l a s t ,  now tha t  the  sca f fo ld ing  
has  been  removed ,  i t  i s  poss ib l e  to  see  to  the  fu l l  ex ten t  the  bo ld  
a rch i t ec tu re  o f  the  bu i ld ing  a t  the  head of f i ce  p remises  o f  Dr .  Ing .  h . c .  F .  
Porsche  AG in  Zuf fenhausen :  The  5 ,600  square  met res  o f  exh ib i t ion  space  
a re  suppor ted  on  jus t  th ree  so -ca l l ed  cores  o f  r e in forced  concre te  –  hence  
jus t  s eeming  to  hover  in  space .  Ins ide  the  bu i ld ing  the  ma jor i t y  o f  
approx imate l y  80  exh ib i t s  a re  a l r eady  in  p l ace .  

In  the  o ther  a reas  o f  the  new bu i ld ing  –  amongs t  them the  museum 
workshops ,  the  museum shop ,  the  Porsche  a rch ive ,  an  exc lus ive  r e s t auran t ,  a  
b i s t ro  and  the  capac ious  event  a reas  –  a  t eam of  exper t s  a re  busy  pu t t ing  the  
f in i sh ing  touches .  Three  days  a f t e r  the  ce remonia l  open ing ,  wh ich  t akes  
p l ace  on  Wednesday  the  28  J anuary  2009 ,  the  doors  o f  the  new Porsche  
Museum wi l l  be  f lung  open  to  we lcome the  f i r s t  v i s i to r s .  On a  da i l y  bas i s ,  
apa r t  f rom Mondays ,  the  exh ib i t ion  can  be  v i ewed  for  an  admiss ion  pr i ce  o f  
e i gh t  Euros  ( r educed  pr i ce :  four  Euros ) .  Ch i ld ren  up  to  the  age  o f  14  ge t  
f r ee  admiss ion  when  accompan ied  by  an  adu l t .

The  re s t auran t  on  the  second  f loor  –  wh ich  has  both  a  v i ew through  the  
g l a s s  f acade  onto  the  Porschep la tz  a s  we l l  a s  th rough  the  g l a s s  pa r t i t ion  in to  
the  exh ib i t ion  i t s e l f  –  has  i t s  own separa te  en t rance  and  i s  a l so  open  a t  
hours  d i f f e ren t  f rom those  o f  the  museum i t se l f .
Wi th  the  new museum and  i t s  r ange  o f  ca te r ing  f ac i l i t i e s  add i t iona l  capac i t y  
fo r  confe rences ,  company  and  pr iva te  event s  in  except iona l  su r round ings  
w i l l  come in to  be ing .  We  have  a l r eady  rece ived  hos t s  o f  inqu i r i e s .

In te res t ed  pa r t i e s  can  ge t  more  de ta i l ed  in format ion  f rom the  In te rne t  
on  www.porsche . com/museum

February 2009
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Stuttgart. 2008 was yet another excellent year for Dr. Ing. 
h.c. F. Porsche AG, Stuttgart, in the truest sense of the word: 
once again, the 911, the Boxster, Cayman, and Cayenne 
brought home numerous prizes and awards for the German 
manufacturer of sports cars. In all kinds of contests, 
competitions and tests, both the public and the press, 
customers and connoisseurs confirmed through their vote 
that Porsche continues to outperform even the greatest 
expectations in the market.

Porsche has become a regular winner in the contest for the 
“Best Cars”, conducted each year by Germany’s leading motor 
magazine auto motor und sport among its readers. In 2008 
the Overall Convertible Award went to Porsche’s proven 911 
Carrera Cabriolet. The readers of Sportauto, another leading 
German car magazine, chose the Boxster in the 
Convertible/Roadster Category up to Euro 80,000 as the 
“Most Sporting Car in 2008”, thus paying their tribute to the 
enormous dynamic driving potential offered by Porsche’s 
lightweight mid-engined roadster.

The open-air 911 also convinced the readers of Auto Zeitung 
to choose this outstanding car as No 1 in the Convertible 
Category above Euro 30,000 for their “Auto Trophy”. And for 
the 15th time in 21 years, the 911 Carrera was chosen by the 
same readers as the “Best Sports Car”, winning its category 
by a wide margin. Auto Bild Sportscars, in turn, acknowledged 
the 911 GT2 as their most outstanding sports car, just as the 
911 GT2 was also lauded by Powercar, another leading sports 
car magazine, as the winner in the Supersports Category 
above 450 bhp. The 911 GT2 is of course the top supersports 
model within the 911 model series.
The editors of the same magazine also picked the 911 Turbo 
Cabriolet as their No 1 in the Convertible/Roadster Category 
and the Cayenne Turbo S as the best offroader. 

The Cayenne successfully defended its leading position as the 
benchmark in the SUV market with several magazines. 
Readers of Off Road, a specialist magazine for vehicles of this 
type, chose the Cayenne in their “Off Road Award 2008” as 
the best luxury SUV. Diners Club Magazine lauded the 
Cayenne as the “Best Offroader of the Year“, and the internet 
portal Autoscout24 presented the Cayenne with its “Internet 
Auto Award” as the best sports utility of its class throughout 
the whole of Europe. Porsche’s SUV also won the national 
competitions in Germany, France and the Netherlands, with 
Autorecht24 placing the Cayenne Turbo right at the top in 
2008 as the “Car of the Year”.

Porsche models were among the winners also on other 
continents, as is clearly borne out by two examples in 
particular: No less than two Porsche sports cars appear on the 
podium in the prestigious “Performance Car Of The Year” 
Award presented by Motor Magazine in Australia, with the 911 

GT2 ranking right at the top and the new Carrera S with PDK 
receiving third place from the jury. And in the opinion of the 
US car magazine Car and Driver, Porsche’s Boxster and 
Cayman entry-level models are among the world’s “10Best 
Cars”, as in the previous year.

Porsche sets the benchmark not only in terms of products, 
but also through its vehicle concepts and technologies. As an 
example, VDI-Gesellschaft Mess- und 
Automatisierungstechnik awarded their “Useware Prize 2008” 
to Porsche’s new PCM 3.0 Communication Management. PCM 
stands out in particular through its simple, rapid and safe 
operation, this special award presented once a year 
expressing the appreciation of the Verein Deutscher 
Ingenieure (Association of German Engineers) for particularly 
user-friendly systems based on outstanding methods of 
development. 

 

Porsche Wins Numerous Prizes and Awards
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Craftsmanship s ince 1957

ROB & SUE DEMING, Owners
PORSCHE CLUB MEMBERS SINCE  1987
2493 W. STATE RD.   HASTINGS, MI 49058 

PH. 269-945-2922                      FX. 269-945-0320

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 8:00 TO 5:30

SATURDAYS  BY APPOINTMENT
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED JUST OFF OF M-37 

NEXT TO THE HASTINGS AIRPORT

V i s a  a n d  M a s t e r  C a r d
a c c e p t e d

• FR EE  ES TI MA TE S

• INSURANCE CLAIMS

• GENUINE PARTS & AC CE SS OR IES

• ALL MAKES & MODELS

FOREIGN& DOMESTIC

•  OUTSTANDING RECORD OF 
 SATISFACTION

SERVICE, INC.

WWW.DEMINGSAUTOCOLLISION.COM
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: 

Wel l ,  th is  i s  i t ,  fo lks  -  my last  “of f i c ia l ”  entry as  Ed i tor  of  the 
ÜBER ALLES.   I t  wi l l  probably not  be the last  t ime you hear  f rom 
me; however ,  as  I ’m sure I ’ l l  be adding my two cents  about  
d inner  dr ives,  soc ia l  act iv i t ies  and the Grand Pr ix  of  Grat tan.

And you should be fo l lowing my example of  contr ibut ing to your 
c lub newslet ter !   Send p ic tures,  le t ters  and ar t ic les  of  interest  to 
you – someone e lse wi l l  want  to see them too.  
Ren Phi l l ips  wi l l  be tak ing over  wi th the March issue,  so p lease 
send any of  these goodies ,  or  any quest ions or  suggest ions 
regard ing the ÜBER ALLES,  on to her  at :  ren lopes@sbcgloba l .net.

See you at  the wonderfu l  events  your  Western Mich igan Region 
Porsche C lub of  Amer ica of fers you!   

Gabr ie le



W E S T E R N  M I C H I G A N  R E G I O N  O F  T H E  
P O R S C H E  C L U B  O F  A M E R I C A

C/O Ren Phillips
2676 Briarwood Court SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49512

HERE’S A CHANCE TO BOOST YOUR ENTHUSIAST’S 
POINTS!   

F irst ly ,  I  would l ike to extend a huge THANK YOU” to al l  the 
Dinner  Drive Hosts for supplying me with their  event 
information.  I  real ly appreciate al l  your efforts in complying 
with my deadlines for advert ising your events – I  know it ’s  
taxing on your t ime.   I  also know that Ren wil l  appreciate your 
enthusiastic cooperation when she comes acal l in’  in 2009.  

Now for the excit ing news:  the Board has voted to al low an 
addit ional  method to accumulate points:  If  you are a host ,  or 
if  you attend any of the events offered by your Western 
Michigan Region or any PCA sponsored event;  and you make 
the effort to submit pictures and/or a post-event write-up 
to the UBER ALLES, you wil l  be issued 10 points.   

Included in the original  hosting points is  the pre-event “ad”;  
but for the f irst  t ime,  10 extra points wil l  be added for 
fol low-up art icles* and/or pictures.   This is  your club and 
your newsletter and we encourage you to participate.

So,  attend your next event with a camera and a pad of paper 
– send us your composit ions and watch the points pi le  up!     

Gabi Blacklidge,  Co-editor

*Articles are subject to editorial  discretion.

About ÜÜÜÜber Alles

Porsche Über Alles is the official 
publication of  the Western 
Michigan Region Porsche Club of  
America, Inc. It is a non-profit 
organization registered with the 
state of  Michigan and issued 
monthly. Statements and opinions 
appearing herein are those of  the 
author and do not necessarily 
represent the official position of  
WMR/PCA, PCA, it’s officers or 
members. The editor reserves the 
right to edit all material for 
publication and to publish on the 
material which it felt to be in the 
best interest of  the region and 
PCA. Permission is granted to 
reprint, providing credit will be 
given to the author, WMR, 
Porsche Über Alles,  and provided 
that copyright is not involved, 
return copy of  the article when 
published would be appreciated.
Subscriptions for non-members 
are $18.00/yr.
Deadline for advertising and new 
articles is on the 10th of  the 
month prior to publication.
Please send information to:
Ren Phillips 
Renlopes@sbcglobal.net
2676 Briarwood Ct., Kentwood MI 
49512 
T: (616) 281-2459


