
Enter  your  favor i te  Jambalaya  rec ipe  in  Porsche  Club’s

Bergspyder  Jambalaya
Par ty  & Cook-of f  Compet i t ion

   Apri l  18 ,  2009
    6 :30  P .M.

Enter  your  own Jambalaya  in  a  c rock  pot  and compete  for :  
       Judge ’s  Choice
 People ’s  Choice

(Or  be  an  o f f ic ia l  sampler  o f  them a l l ! )

MENU:  
YOUR Jambalaya

Al l  the  ext ras  prov ided

BYO:        
Beer  and Wine 

An award  wi l l  be  g iven  to  the  f i r s t  RSVP who knows what  a  
Bergspyder  i s ! ! !  

We w i l l  g a t h e r  a t  t h e  h ome  o f :
Terry  and Dor i lee  Schieb le

726  Lakev iew Dr   Por tage  MI

RSVP REQUIRED by  Apr i l  15 t h

Home:  269-329-1578   
Dor i l ee ’ s  Ce l l :  269-599-7324

COST:   $10 .00  pe r  pe r son
 (FREE f o r  c h e f s  who  b r i n g  a t  l e a s t  on e  qua r t  o f  “Home  Grown”  

Jamba l a ya )

April 2009

W e s t e r n  M i c h i g a n  R e g i o n  o f  t h e  P o r s c h e  C l u b  o f  A m e r i c a

http://.wmi.pca.orgwww.pca.org
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THIS MONTH’S ACTIVITIES

Apri l  2009

06   Monthly Meeting  7 :00PM, 
 Del ta  Impor ts

18  Apri l  Dinner Drive,   
 6:30PM  Schieble 
 Residence
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Upcoming Events
Monthly Meetings will occur on 1st Monday of every month 
at 7PM at Delta Imports, 6025 28th St. SE Grand Rapids, 
49546
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MAY 2009 DINNER DRIVE

The Wal te r s  a re  hos t ing  a  dr ive  on  Sa turday ,  May 30th .  We p lan  to  meet  in  the  
park ing  lo t  of  the  Way land  Qua l i t y  Farm & Home a t  4 :00PM,  which  i s  jus t  eas t  

o f  US 131  beh ind  the  B ig  Boy  and  She l l  s t a t ion  ( so  there  wi l l  be  ba throom 
oppor tun i t i e s  before  we  l eave ) .  We wi l l  depar t  a t  4 :30  PM for  a  sp i r i t ed  dr ive  

through southwes t  MI ,  end ing  up a t  Sam’s  Jo in t   on  Gun Lake  for  d inner  a round 
6 :30pm.

P lease  RSVP by  May  27th  to  Marsha l l  a t  Marsha l l .Wa l te r s@watsonwyat t . com or  
(269)  672-5055 .

West  Michigan  Region  -  2009  Calendar  of  Events  (UPDATED)

A p r i l   6  B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  
   1 8  D i n n e r  D r i v e    
    H o s t s :  T e r r y  &  D o r i l e e   
    S c h i e b l e  
   

M a y   4  B o a r d  M e e t i n g   
   3 0  D i n n e r  D r i v e         
    H o s t s :  J o h n  &  M a r s h a l l   
    W a l t e r s  
   

J u n e   1  B o a r d  M e e t i n g    
   1 0  G i l m o r e  G a t h e r i n g  –   
    H i c k o r y  C o r n e r s
    H o s t :  R i c k  R i l e y  &  K u r t   
    W i r t h
   2 0  S p r i n g  U p  t o  T r a v e r s e   
    C i t y  
         H o s t s :  D a v i d  &  B e t h   
    H o w a r d  
   2 9  P C A  P a r a d e  ( N a t i o n a l )  –   
    K e y s t o n e ,  C O   
        ( 2 9 t h  J u n e  –  0 4 t h  J u l y )  

  

J u l y   6  B o a r d  M e e t i n g    
   1 1  G i m m i c k  R a l l y  
        H o s t s :  T e d  &  G a b i    
    B l a c k l i d g e  
   2 5  D i n n e r  D r i v e  
        H o s t s :  D a n  &  R e n    
    P h i l l i p s  

A u g u s t  3  B o a r d  M e e t i n g  
   8  F a m i l y  P i c n i c  &  C o n c o u r s  
        H o s t s :  A m b e r  D o o r  &  J e r r y  
    A r e n s  
   2 2  D i n n e r  D r i v e  –  S a u n t e r  t o   
    t h e  S h o r e  
         H o s t s :  B a r r y  &  C a n d i s   
    C o l l i c k  
   2 8  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  M e t r o  C r u i s e   
    ( 2 8 t h  &  2 9 t h )  
         H o s t s :  D a n  &  R e n  P h i l l i p s
 

S e p t e m b e r  1 4  B o a r d  M e e t i n g       
   8 -  2 0   G r a t t a n  D r i v e r  E d u c a t i o n  
      1 2  D i n n e r  D r i v e          
    H o s t :  R a n d y  P o r t o l u r i
 
   

O c t o b e r  5  B o a r d  M e e t i n g       
   T B D  F a l l  C o l o r  T o u r  
       H o s t s :  P a u l  &  R e n e e  K r a p p
   1  -  4  P o r s c h e  E s c a p e  2 0 0 9  
    D a y t o n ,  O H

   
N o v e m b e r  2  B o a r d  M e e t i n g    
    ( 2 0 1 0  p l a n n i n g )  
   6  D i n n e r  D r i v e  
        H o s t s :  D u a n e  &  B r e n d a   
    W e e d  
   

D e c e m b e r  7  B o a r d  M e e t i n g        
   T B D  1 2 t h  A n n u a l  W M R  A p p e t i z e r  
    P a r t y  
        H o s t s :  T B D  
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March 23,  2009 -  Spr ing has f inal ly  made i ts  appearance – but  –  our  local  
weatherman in formed us ton ight  that  the “Japanese Model”  weather  pred ict ion 
computer  is  cal l ing for  a few inches of  snow in a few days.  No surpr ise – we had 
just  dr iven our  ’83 SC Cab to Kurt  Wir th ’s  Grat tan Bar Dinner Dr ive on a sunny 
evening,  only to come out  af ter  the fest iv i t ies  to f ind a dust ing of  snow on the 
hood!  I  suppose i f  we’ve come th is  far ,  we might  as wel l  get  the couple  more 
inches we need to  ho ld  the t i t le  of  “Second Snowiest  Winter ! ”

I  would l ike  to f i l l  you a l l  in  on some informat ion I  g leaned f rom the Zone 4 Pres ident ’s  Meet ing I  
a t tended last  Saturday:

    1)  Please go to the PCA.ORG websi te and do some cru is ing around to learn about  your  nat ional  
c lub.

    2)  From the main websi te,  c l ick on “Regions”  and go to  our  Zone 4 sect ion.   You can then log 
on to the 12 d i f ferent  c lubs in your  region here in the Midwest .

    3)  A l l  o f  these c lubs have act iv i t ies  that  encourage inter reg ional  par t ic ipat ion – many of  whom 
have mul t ip le  Dr ivers ’  Educat ion and Autocross events .

I  have put  together  a l is t  for  you to note on your  calendar  of  a l l  DE events  current ly  scheduled in 
Zone 4.   There wi l l  be more to fo l low.

I f  you are in terested in  Autocross,  here is  the IROC schedule for  2009 – p lease check each Club ’s  
web s i te  for  cost  and s tar t  t ime deta i ls :   Motor-Stadt  –  June 13;  Michiana – August  23,  Western 
Mich igan – September 6.

I f  you rea l ly  love Autocross,  check out  Mid-Ohio Region ’s dates:  June 14,  June 28,  August  23;  and 
Eastern Buckeye:  Apr i l  26,  May 17,  June 21,  Ju ly  19 and August  16.

Last ,  but  not  least ,  the Furr in  Group,  which is  a local  car  c lub that  is  over  50 years o ld,  has two 
Autocrosses:
   May 16 & 17 – West  Michigan Auto Auct ion
   Ju ly  4 & 5 – GVSU

They a lso have car  ra l l ies  though out  the year  – check them out  at  Furr in .org 

Once the weather  rea l ly  cooperates,  get  your  cars  out  and dr ive them as they were meant  to be 
dr iven,  in  a safe env i ronment  and wi th  people  who share your enthusiasm.

Ted Black l idge,  Pres ident

From the Desk of  the President  . . .

2009 ZONE 4 DRIVERS’ EDUCATION SCHEDULE

 Date     Track/Locat ion   Organizat ion

 Apr i l  17-19    Mid Ohio    Ohio Val ley Region 
 Apr i l  24-26    Bluegrass Motorspor ts    Centra l  Ind iana 
 May 14    Water ford Hi l ls     Southeast  Mich igan 
 May 15-17    Mid Ohio    Mid-Ohio Region 
 May 16-17    Watk ins Glen    Al legheny Region 
 May 26    Water ford Hi l ls     Ral ly  Spor t  Region 
 June 5-7    Mid Ohio    Ohio Val ley Region  
 June 11    Water ford Hi l ls     Southeast  Mich igan 
 June 27     Beaver  Run    Al legheny Region
 June 27-28    Grat tan Raceway   Ral ly  Spor t  Region 
 Ju ly   3-5    Gingerman Raceway   Southeast  Mich igan 
 Ju ly  17-19     Putnam Park    Ohio Val ley Region
 Ju ly  28    Water ford Hi l ls     Ral ly  Spor t  Region
 August  1-2    Gingerman Raceway   Chicago Region
 August  13     Water ford Hi l ls     Southeast  Mich igan

August  22-23   Mid Ohio    Mid-Ohio Region
August  25    Water ford Hi l ls     Ral ly  Spor t  Region
September 10   Water ford Hi l ls     Southeast  Mich igan
September 18,19,20   Grat tan Raceway   Western Michigan Region
September 22   Water ford Hi l ls     Ral ly  Spor t  Region
September 26-27   Mid Ohio    Al legheny Region
October  16-1   Bluegrass Motorspor ts    Mid-Ohio Region
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Del ta  Impor ts ,  Grand Rapids – Meet ing was ca l led to  order  by Ted 
Black l idge at  7 :00 pm.   Members present  were:  Ted and Gabi  
B lack l idge,  Dan Phi l l ips ,  Amber  Door ,  Brenda Hi ldon-Kaempf ,  John 
Ki lgren,  Rick Ri ley ,  Arn ie  Axel rod,  Col in Carpenter .

Minutes:   Approved.

Treasurer’s Report:   Approved.

Webmaster’  Report:   Michael  forwarded an emai l  to  Ted f rom the 
MSU Racing Club and W MI  SCCA.   They are look ing for  any 
in terest  in  co-host ing a car  show,  and autocross par t ic ipants .

Membership Report:   243 Pr imary Members,  197 Af f i l ia te  Members 
– to ta l  440.   New Members are:  Leonard and Bonnie Gawron,  
Nor ton Shores,  ’00 911,  Les Winegar ,  J r . ,  Caledonia,  ’95 993.   
Transfers  In :  0 ,  Transfers  Out :  1  –  to  Connect icut  Val ley ,  Non-
Renewals :  4 ,  Renewals :  11

Advert ising Report:   We were not i f ied that  we need to  put  
c lass i f ied ads outs ide of  ad copy.   John wi l l  approach Del ta 
regard ing an independent  ad.

Uber:   The Uber  went  to  the pr in ter  2 /27.   Inc luded was a note 
regard ing nametags.

Insurance:   Kurt  wi l l  have insurance ready for  the next  dr iv ing 
event  –  May Dinner  Dr ive.

Driv ing Events:

Grat tan DE Pr ic ing – Discuss ion regarding poss ib le  Ear ly  B i rd  
pr ic ing.   A mot ion to keep pr ic ing the same was made by Rick Ri ley  
and unanimously  approved.   Kur t  recommended ear ly  fo l low up.

Old Business:

WinterFest  Repor t  –  48 at tendees and a good response f rom 
everyone.   More d iscuss ion regard ing our  50 t h  Anniversary  next  
year .   There is  cons iderat ion to  have the event  in  ear ly  October  
wi th  an OctoberFest  theme.   Severa l  members are look ing in to  
var ious count ry  c lubs – Cascade,  Egypt  Val ley  and Thousand 
Oakes -  and pr ic ing those venues out .

Morn ing Af ter  Repor t  –  15 at tendees.  Enjoyed by a l l  and no one 
le f t  hungry.

New Business:

March DD – hosted by Kur t  Wir th .  March 11 @ 7:00pm.

Nametags – we wi l l  beg in  o f fer ing nametags at  $4 each.

Zone 4 Pres ident ’s  Meet ing,  March 21 – Ted has a room reserved 
but  is  not  ab le  to  a t tend.  Dan may be ab le  to  a t tend.

Color  Tour  Locat ion –  Hosted by Paul  & Renee Krapp.   Cons ider ing 
Por tage Poin t  Inn,  Onetema MI .   The owner  o f  the resor t  has 
hosted car  c lubs prev ious ly  and has a co lor  tour  a l ready mapped 
out  for  such groups.  More in format ion to fo l low.

Meet ing was ad journed at  7 :54pm

Respect fu l ly  submi t ted by Brenda Hi ldon-Kaempf

Chairpersons:

 Über Alles Editors:
 Ren Phil l ips
 T:  (616) 281-2459
 E:  Renlopes@sbcglobal .net

 Advertising:
 John Kilgren
 T:  (616) 403-2953
 E:  jki lgren@
    clarkfinancialgroup.com 

 Chief Driving Instructor:
 Terry Schieble
 T:  (269) 329-1578
 E:  no39rsr@sbcglobal .net

 IROC Events :
 Ed Klunk
 T:  (773) 573-8765
 E:  hemisaurus@aol.com

 Safety:
 Craig Ackerman
 T:  (616) 866-1905
 E:  Pcaackerman@aol.com

 Insurance Coordinator :
 Kurt Wirth
 T:  (616) 956-0249
 E:  kurtwirth356@comcast.net

 Registrar :
 Amber Door
 T:  (616) 457-4525
 E:  Amdoor242@aol.com

 WMR Enthusiast :
 Lina Spross
 T:  (616) 987-6419
 E:  ericnl ina@gmail .com

 Web Master:
 Michael  Betz (Webpage)
 Mmbetz@image-stream.com

 Renee Krapp (Uber Aces)
 E:  krappr@trinity-health.com

 Membership:
 Jerry Arens
 T:  (616) 457-4515
 E:  f lybox911@aol.com

 Zone 4 Representative:
 Roy Wilkinson
 T:  (330) 733-4813
 E:  Rwilk5@sbcglobal .net

April  2009



ÜBER ALLESApril 2009 Page 6

M A R C H  D I N N E R  D R I V E  -  G R A T T A N  B A R

Wel l ,  t h i s  was  a t  l eas t  t he  10 t h  t ime  we  we re  en joy ing  a  WMR D inne r -D r i ve
to  t he  f amous  Gra t t an -Ba r  f o r  some  down  home  cook in ’ .  I  had  t he  p l easu re  t o  hos t
John  and  Marsha l l  Wa l t e r s ,  E . J .  and  He len  Czamopys ,  E r i c  and  L i na  Sp ross ,  
Chuck  and  Lynne  O lennyk ,  Da le  and  C indy  Se l kmann ,  Pau l  and  Renee  K rapp ,
Dan  and  Ren  Ph i l l i p s ,  Ted  and  Gab i  B lack l i dge ,  Amber  Doo r ,  A rn ie  Axe l rod ,
R i ck  R i l ey ,  Sh i r l ey  W i r t h  and  myse l f  who  a l l  en joyed  t he  va r i ous  menu  se lec t i ons  o f  
t he  house .  (One  o f  t he  k i t chen  spec ia l t i es  was  t he  Wednesday  F i sh  D inne r . )

Bu t  as i de  f r om ou r  r us t i c  su r round ings ,  t he  g rea t  f ood  and  sp i r i t s ,  was  t he  f ac t  t ha t  
ou r  
C lub  i s  we l l  and  a l i ve  and  we  a l l  en joyed  t he  camarade r i e  o f  t he  even ing .  G rea t  s i gns  
f o r  ano the r  beg inn ing  o f  a  ve ry  busy  and  exc i t i ng  WMR-Season !  

So ,  f o r  a l l  o f  you  who  m issed  ou r  G ra t t an -Even t ,  p l ease  mark  you r  ca lenda r  and  se t  
t ime  as ide  t o  mee t  us  a t  ou r  upcom ing  even ts….

Dankeschoen  f o r  com ing  und  au f  ba ld ,
Ku r t  W i r t h
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Porsche  in  Ch ina
Ar t i c l e  and  Pho to  by  Dan  Ph i l l i ps

A  decade  o f  s t unn ing  economic  g row th  has  b rough t  
i nc r ed ib l e  change  to  Ch ina .  A  mass i ve  popu la t i on  
m ig r a t i on  f r om  the  r u ra l  coun t r ys i de  t o  t he  c i t i e s  has  
p rov i ded  the  human  cap i t a l  needed  t o  f o rge  Ch ina ’s  
i ndus t r i a l  and  econom ic  m igh t ,  f ue l ed  by  t he  deve loped  
wo r l d ’ s  i n sa t i ab le  demand  f o r  eve r  l ower  manu fac tu r i ng  
cos t s .  Dozens  o f  new ly - cons t ruc ted  skysc rapers  w i t h  
cu t t i ng -edge  mode rn  a r ch i t ec tu re  f i l l  e ve r y  c i t y  cen te r ,  
wh i l e  vas t  comp lexes  o f  cook ie - cu t t e r  h i gh - r i se  
apa r tmen t s  and  condomin i ums  dom ina te  the  pe r iphe ry .  
Pe rsona l  wea l th  and  en t rep reneu r ia l  f r eedom have  
f l ou r i shed ,  d i r ec t  consequences  o f  Ch ina ’s  “ g rea t  
expe r imen t ”  t o  become a  deve loped  na t i on ,  t h rough  t he  
open ing  and  c rea t ion  o f  f r ee -marke ts ,  wh i l e  ma in ta i n i ng  
s i gn i f i can t  cen t r a l  gove rnmen t  con t ro l .

I t  i s  unc lea r  whe the r  f r ee -marke t  cap i ta l i sm  and  t he  
ab i l i t y  t o  accumu la te  pe rsona l  wea l t h  can  peace fu l l y  co -
ex i s t  w i t h  a  s t r ong ,  one -pa r t y  gove rnmen t  i n  the  l ong  
t e rm.  Wes te r ne rs  f r equen t l y  muse  a t  t h i s  appa ren t  
d i cho tomy ,  wonde r ing  wha t  eve r  happened  t o  
“ commun i sm ” .  However ,  one  th i ng  i s  c l ea r  –  Ch ina  i s  we l l  
on  i t s  way  to  becom ing  a  deve loped  na t ion ,  an  economic  
j ugge rnau t ,  w i t h  seem ing l y  uns toppab le  momen tum .  Jus t  
as  ou t sou rc i ng  p r oduc t i on  to  Ch ina  f r om  many  deve loped  
na t i ons  has  s l owed ,  Ch ina ’ s  own  in t e rna l  consumpt i on  –  
i t ’ s  ab i l i t y  t o  pu r chase  i t s  own  domes t i c  p roduc t i on  –  has  
acce le ra ted .

I  had  t he  oppo r t un i t y  t o  spend  a  few  weeks  in  Ch ina  on  
bus iness ,  once  i n  November  and  aga in  i n  Feb rua ry .  The  
coun t r y ’ s  i n f r as t r uc tu re  i s  s t unn ing ,  as  i s  t he  scope  and  
sca le  o f  t he  coun t r y ’ s  econom ic  g r ow th  and  p rospe r i t y .  
Shangha i  has  become  a  c i t y  o f  23  m i l l i on  peop le ,  
ec l i p s i ng  t he  popu la t i ons  o f  such  me t ropo l i t an  a reas  as  
New  Yo rk  ( 20  m i l l i on )  and  Mex i co  C i t y  and  Seou l  ( 21  
m i l l i on  each ) .  I n  t he  1960s ,  t he re  was  sca rce l y  a  bu i l d ing  
i n  Shangha i  t a l l e r  t han  3  f l oo r s .

As  pe rsona l  wea l t h  has  g rown ,  so  have  sa les  o f  l uxu ry  
goods .  Wea l thy  Ch inese  cus tomers  sp l u rge  on  a l l  t he  
usua l  t r app ings  and  ou twa rd  symbo l s  o f  wea l th  –  Ro lex  
wa tches ,  P rada  shoes  –  cav i a r ,  and  B -M-doub le - yoos .  
Po rsche  has  a l so  been  qu i ck  t o  cap i ta l i ze  on  t h i s  
new found  p rospe r i t y ,  f i nd i ng  i n  Ch ina  a  new  and  f as t -
g row ing  marke t  f o r  h i gh -end  goods  t ha t  i t  canno t  a f fo rd  t o  
i gno re .

Po rsche  f i r s t  es tab l i shed  ope ra t i ons  i n  Ch ina  i n  2001 ,  and  
cu r ren t l y  ove rsees  24  Po rsche  sa les  cen te r s  t h roughou t  
t he  coun t r y .  I n  2007 ,  Po rsche ’ s  Marke t i ng  ch i e f  K l aus  
Be rn i g  to l d  Au to  M o to r  und  Spor t  magaz ine  i n  Ge rm any  

t ha t  he  expec t s  sa l es  i n  Ch ina  to  exceed  domes t i c  
Ge rman  sa les  w i t h in  5  yea r s .  Tha t  same  yea r ,  Po rsche  
ach ieved  a  new  sa les  r eco rd  o f  4 ,179  un i t s  on  the  
ma in l and ,  624  i n  Hong  Kong ,  and  53  i n  Macau .

As  t he  b rand  has  g rown  and  es tab l i shed  a  p resence  i n  
Ch ina ,  so  has  the  r ecogn i t i on  o f  and  respec t  f o r  a l l  t he  
qua l i t i e s  t ha t  make  Po rsche  veh ic l es  un ique  and  spec ia l .  
D r i v i ng  en thus ias t s  have  d i scove red  t he  sub l im e  
eng inee r i ng  pe r f ec t i on  o f  Po rsche  spo r t s  ca r s ,  and  
Po rsche  c l ubs  i n  Ch ina  have  ge rm ina ted  and  g rown .

Po rsche  was  keen  t o  es tab l i sh  the  f r amework  by  
es tab l i sh i ng  t he  Porsche  C lub  Ch ina .  The re  a re  cu r ren t l y  
two  s i gn i f i can t  c l ub  r eg i ons ,  t he  Po rsche  C lub  Hong  Kong  
and  t he  Porsche  C lub  Shangha i .

Wh i l e  I  d i d  no t  have  the  oppo r t un i t y  t o  pe r sona l l y  con tac t  
member s  f r om e i t he r  chap te r ,  i t  wou ld  appear  tha t  t he  
Po rsche  C lub  Shangha i  i s  a  much  sma l l e r  con t i ngen t ,  and  
l ess  ac t i ve  t han  t he  Hong  Kong  c l ub .  The i r  webs i t e  
i nd i ca tes  t hey  k i cked  o f f  t he i r  chap te r  i n  2006 ,  bu t  t he i r  
even t  ca l enda r  does  no t  show  any  ac t i v i t y  beyond  2007 .  
Howeve r ,  i n  Ap r i l  2007 ,  w i th  suppo r t  f r om Po rsche ,  t he  
c l ub  had  wha t  l ooked  l i ke  an  exce l l en t  t r ack -day  even t  a t  
t he  f amous  Shangha i  I n t e rna t i ona l  C i r cu i t ,  home  o f  t he  
Ch ina  F1  Grand  P r i x .  V i s i t  t he i r  webs i t e  a t  
h t t p : / / cms .po rsche -
c l ubs . com/PorscheC lubs /pc_shangha i /pc_ma in .ns f  f o r  
more  in f o rma t i on  and  pho tos .

W i t h  i t s  mo re  es tab l i shed  base ,  t he  Hong  Kong  chap te r  i s  
more  ac t i ve ,  and  hos t s  some  i nc r ed ib l e  even t s .  I n  2008 ,  
t he  c l ub  o rgan ized  a  d r i ve  i n  Ma lays ia ,  and  has  a  s im i l a r  
even t  p l anned  fo r  May  8 t h - 13 t h  2009 .  Fo r  abou t  $48 ,000  
HK  do l l a r s  ( abou t  $6 ,000  US) ,  Hong  Kong  owne rs  sh i p  
t he i r  ca r s  to  Kua la  Lumpur ,  Ma lays i a ,  wher e  they  then  f l y  
i n  t o  mee t  up  w i t h  t he i r  ca r s .  The  d r i ve  beg ins  r i gh t  away ,  
w ind ing  th rough  beau t i f u l  t r op i ca l  back  r oads ,  s t ay i ng  a t  
posh  reso r t s ,  and  f i n i sh i ng  the  tou r  w i t h  an  en t i r e  day  
spen t  d r i v ing  t he  f amous  Sepang  F1  c i r cu i t  be fo re  f l y i ng  
back  t o  Hong  Kong .  (Doesn ’ t  t ha t  sound  fun? !? )  The  HK  
c l ub  a l so  o rgan izes  an  annua l  d r i ve  f r om  Hong  Kong  to  
Shangha i  ( abou t  l i ke  d r i v ing  f r om Grand  Rap ids  t o  
A t l an ta ) ,  whe r e  t he  l as t  day  i s  spen t  a t  t he  S hangha i  
I n t e rna t i ona l  C i r cu i t .  V i s i t  t he i r  webs i te  a t  
h t t p : / /www.po rschec lubhk . com .  

As ia ,  and  Ch ina  i n  pa r t i cu l a r ,  may  seem l i ke  a  s t r ange  
and  ve r y  f o re i gn  p l ace  t o  many  o f  us .  And  ye t  we  f i nd  t h i s  
unexpec ted  comm on g r ound  –  ou r  sha r ed  pass ion  f o r  
t hese  wonder f u l  spo r t s  ca r s  –  t h rough  ou r  ve r y  own  
Po rsche  c l ub .  X ie  x i e ,  Po rsche !

A s i lver  Cayman ex i ts  the A20 in  Shanghai
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Classified Ads

PARTS FOR SALE 944 - Control 
A-arms, complete exhaust system 
with catalytic converter, brake 
rotors, calipers, torsion bars, coil 
over springs 400 lb, design 90 
wheels 7 x 8 x 16”, CV joints with 
new boots, oil coolers, steering 
wheel w/ air bag. 911- (930) 
complete exhaust system with 
exchangers, oil lines, lower front clip 
w/ driving lights ( black ) , 
transmission gear set (1st to 4th) , 
turbo charger, inter-cooler, shift lever, 
old style head lights.Parts are from 
1989 944S2 and 1986 911/930 and 
pricing is negotiable. 
Call Craig Ackerman at 616-866-
1905 or pcaackerman@aol.com.

1983 Porsche 930  -  Pear l  
whi te ,  87,600 mi les.  Very  good 
condi t ion.  New par ts  and 
updates by Bruce at   German 
Auto.  Pr iced at  $34,500.  Cal l  
Jack @ (231)  937-4392

HEATED ( l imited)  OR 
UNHEATED SPACE  -  fo r  your  
car .  Unheated s torage is  $200 
for  5 months ($40/month) .  For  
more in format ion,  cal l  Bob or  
Caro l   Fr iday (PCA members for  
over  15 years)  a t  (616)  863-
9395 or  emai l :
b f r iday@char termi .net

1999 Porsche 911 C4 Coupe  -  
Heav i ly -opt ioned 996 6-speed 
manual  coupe in gorgeous 
Midn ight  B lue Meta l l ic  w i th  
Space Grey in ter ior .  About  72k 
mi les .  Long opt ions l is t  inc ludes 
L i t ron ics ,  PCM nav,  PSM 
stabi l i ty ,  fu l l  supple  leather ,  fu l l  
power  heated seats ,  and lo ts  
more!  Th is  car  is  in  exce l lent  
shape cosmet ica l ly  and 
mechanica l ly ,  and shows 
ev idence of  carefu l  owners.  I t  
has been loved!  Now i t ' s  your  
turn. . .  Very  reasonably  pr iced at  
on ly  $26,900.  Cal l  Dan at  (616)  
281-2459,  or  emai l  
dph i l66@hotmai l .com.  For  more 
in fo  and p ic tures  v is i t  
h t tp : / /www.geoc i t ies .com/
dphi l66/Porsche.html .

944T & 944T PARTS  -  1986 
944 Turbo coupe,  s tone 
gray/burg. ,  kon i  2-way cup-car  
co i lovers ,  M030 f ront  sway bar ,  
racer 's  edge bushings,  camber  
p la tes,  L indsey Racing s tage-3 
heads,  MAF,  in take mani fo ld  & 
so l id  l i f ter /cam, larger  turbo,  
ch ips,  ad j .  a i r / fue l ,  968 -  6  
speed t rans. ,  3  sets  o f  wheels ,  
ro l l  bar ,  sparco rac ing seats  
and be l ts ,  f iberg lass rear  
bumper  $16,000 OBO. 944T 
par ts :  Front  f iberg lass fenders 
$250,  F iberg lass hood $200,  
F iberg lass 924T LeMans rea l  
spo i ler  for  944T $200,  Lexan 
rear  hatch $500,  Window net  
$50,  944T f ront  brake cal ipers  
$60,  944T 5-speed t rans.  wi th  
cooler  $600,  SFR stage-3 turbo 
$900.  Pr ices as l is ted,  OBO. 
Ron Hendr ick  (616)  402-0362                                   
(NOV)

Class i f i ed  Ad  pr ic ing  for  3  
month  min imum:  

Free  for  Wes tern  Michigan  
Reg ion  members .   
$5 .00  for  PCA non-reg ion  
members .   
$10  .00  for  non-PCA members .     

Ed i tor  re serves  r igh t  to  ed i t  
ads .
P lease  send  informat ion  and/or  
checks  to  Club  Treasurer .
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Anniversaries

Greg & Sandy Alspach

10 Year

Andy Boesky & Hank 
Powers

10 year

Wi l l iam & Chr is t ine 
F i tzgera ld

5 Year

Stephen & Jenni fer  
Chaf f in

1 Year

Stepehn Eipper

1 Year

Jack & Jack ie  Russel l

1  Year

Joseph Rydeck i

1  Year



ÜBER ALLES  Page 9Apirl  2009

Our Master  
mechanics  can handle 

anyth ing your  car  
needs from a “pre-
purchased” vehicle  

inspect ion or  
d iagnost ic  inspect ion 
to  a  complete  engine  
overhaul  or  rout ine 

tune-up.  Come in  for  
an est imate  today!  

1104 Portage Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49001

269-342-6994
COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP FOR 17 YEARS
HOURS: MONDAY— FRIDAY 7:30AM TO 6:00PM 

CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY

PORSCHE SPECIALISTS
Bosch Authorized Service Center.

We serv ices:
Acura,  Audi ,  BMW, 

Honda,  Lexus,
Mazda,  Mercedes,
Nissan,  Porsche,

Saab,  Toyota,
Volkswagen & 

Volvo.

ESCAPE TO.. . . . . . .  
      
So you know a l l  about  th is  year ’s  Porsche Parade,  r ight?   June 29 t h  through Ju ly  4 t h  in  Keys tone,  Co lorado? 
(For  more  in fo ,  go to  WMR webs i te  for  l inks)  And i f  you can ’ t  make i t  to  the beaut i fu l  s ta te  o f  Colorado,  where 
do  you go  as a  second cho ice?  

R igh t !  Ohio !  Dayton ,  to  be exact !  The Ohio  Val ley  Region o f  Zone 4  wi l l  be  host ing the  Fif th Annual  Porsche 
Escape to . . . .  the Birthplace of  Aviat ion  f rom October  1-4,  2009.   A b i t  o f  Dayton h is tory ,  t ied  to  speed 
through Porsche.

“Escape To. . . . ”  events  are  he ld  as an  a l ternat ive or  add i t ion to  Porsche Parade  to  o f fer  members another  
oppor tun i ty  to  exper ience PCA at  a  broader  leve l  -  meet ing new f r iends f rom d i f fe rent  areas ,  and shar ing the  
Porsche exper ience.  The locat ions  ro ta te  about  the count ry  and the compet i t ion  aspect  o f  Parade is  
deemphas ized to  re in force  our  mot to  that  “ i t ’ s  no t  jus t  the  cars ,  i t ’ s  the  peop le . ”

The Ohio  Val ley  Region is  focus ing on  th is  soc ia l  aspec t  w i th  tours  o f  covered br idges ,  co lor fu l  towns,  the on ly  
Frank  L loyd  Wr ight  house in  Ohio ,  and of  course,  av ia t ion .  The venues fo r  d inners  inc lude two d is t inc t  
au tomot ive co l lec t ions:  the or ig ina l  Dayton Packard  dea lersh ip  co l lec t ion o f  over  50  cars ,  and Taj  Ma Gara j  -  a  
un ique personal  co l lec t ion o f  a l l  th ings  c reated  by Dr .  Porsche in  a  wonder fu l  ec lect ic  fac i l i ty  -  an event  in  
i tse l f !   The car  d isp lay  w i l l  be  he ld  a t  the  wonder fu l  Car i l lon  Park ,  which houses the or ig ina l  Wright  B F lyer  
and many other  h is tor ic  houses  ( log cab ins,  gas s ta t ion,  e tc . )  and eng ineer ing fea ts  in  a  love ly  park  
se t t ing .  Many car  shows have been he ld  on the i r  g rounds,  and the cars  show wonder fu l l y  in  th is  fac i l i ty .  We 
have ar ranged exc lus ive  behind- the-scenes tours  a t  the  Nat iona l  Museum o f  the Uni ted  Sta tes A i r  Force ,  in  
add i t ion to  a l lowing p len ty  o f  t ime to  tour  the NMUSAF independent ly .   They have ar ranged pr iva te  tours  o f  the 
or ig ina l  ( res tored)  home of  Orv i l le  Wr ight .   They a lso have one o f  the top  Dayton ca terers  serv ing food at  the 
venues and h is  presenta t ions  w i l l  be  a  f lavor fu l  add i t ion a t  each event !

The OVR has p lanned a very  en joyable  long weekend,  and wi l l  apprec ia te  your  suppor t .
Porsche Escape 2009 to the Birthplace of  Aviat ion  webs i te  is  a lmost  up  and running for  reg is t ra t ion.   Check 
a t :  www.ovrpca.org   

I f  you  have any  ques t ions  about  the deta i ls  o f  Escape 2009,  p lease fee l  f ree  to  address them to :  Kath ie  
Hunter ,  Escape 2009 Co-Chai r :  bentpy lon@aol .com 

by  Gab i  B lack l idge
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An ENTHUSIASTIC s tart  to  2009

2008 was  an  exce l len t  year  o f  Porsches ,  food ,  fun ,  f r i ends  and  pa r t i c ipa t ion .   Our  mos t  en thus ias t ic  
person  for  2008  was  Dan  Phi l l ips .  Due  to  h i s  work  schedule  (work  a lways  ge t s  in  the  way  of  fun! ) ,  
Dan  was  unable  to  persona l ly  accept  h i s  award  a t  Winte rFes t ,  bu t  h i s  love ly  wi fe  Ren  was  there  to  
accep t  fo r  h im.  Our  runner  up  in  2008  was  Amber  Door ;  i t  was  a  very  t igh t  race!

2009 wi l l  be  ano ther  exce l len t  year  of  even ts  wi th  the  ever  popula r  Spr ing  Up to  Traverse  Ci ty  
( June) ,  Gi lmore  Car  Museum Gather ing  ( June) ,  the  Gimmick  Ral ly  (Ju ly) ,  Fami ly  P icn ic  and  
Concours  (Augus t ) ,  Gra t tan  Dr iver ’ s  Educa t ion  (Sep tember )  and  the  Fa l l  Color  Tour  (October) .  
Check  ou t  the  comple te  l i s t  o f  even ts  and  da tes  in  your  monthly  Über  Al les  or  on  the  webs i te  
h t tp : / /wmi .pca .org /par t ic ipa te /par t ic ipa te .h tm.  

Here  i s  your  top  12  mos t  Enthus ias t i c  People  fo r  the  f i r s t  quar te r  o f  2009:

Brenda  Kaempf  120 
Amber  Door   100  
Rick  Ri ley   100  
Renuka  Phi l l ips  90  
Gabi  Blackl idge  85  
Dan Phi l l ips   85  
Ted  Blackl idge  75  
Kur t  Wir th   70  
Jer ry  Arens   50  
Paul  Krapp  50  
Renee  Krapp  50  
Claudio  Kaempf  40  

Here  i s  how you  can  earn  po in t s  and  rece ive  the  cove ted  Lloyd  LaHuis  Trophy:

Attending a  WMR event:
Meet ings /Par t ies /Dinners :  10  po in t s
Autocross /Dr ivers  Ed/Club  Race :  10  po in t s
Dr iv ing  your  own Porsche  to  an  even t :  5  po in t s
50  or  more  mi les  one  way:  10  po in t s

Part ic ipat ion  in  a  WMR event:
Chai r ing  an  even t :  20  po in t s
Autocross /Dr ivers  Educa t ion:  15  po in t s
Members  who br ing  new members :  10  po in t s

Write-up of  WMR event :
P ic tu res /Wri te -up  submi t ted :  10  po in t s

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Wednesday ,  June  10 th ,  2009  at  1 :00  pm.

Gi lmore  Gather ing  a t  the  Gi lmore  Car  Museum,  Hickory  Corners  

Rick  R i l ey  & Kur t  Wi r th  a re  g iv ing  us  the  pe r fec t  oppor tun i t y  to  d i t ch  the  o f f i ce  
and  head  ou t  to  Hickory  Corner s  fo r  a  wonder fu l l y  r e l ax ing  Wednesday  a f t e rnoon  
spent  d roo l ing  over  beau t i fu l  ca r s  ( and  not  j us t  our  Porsches ) ,  and  cha t t ing  w i th  

f e l low gea r -heads .  The  museum barns  (where  they  s to re  the  Gi lmore  ca r  
co l l ec t ion )  a re  open  t i l l  5 : 00pm.

More  deta i l s  to  fo l low in  next  month ’s  Uber  A l les !

Candis  & Barry  Co l l ick  

2006 Enthus ias t
Amber Door

2007 Enthus ias t
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STUTTGART -  March  21  -  Wi th  a  sensa t iona l  charge  
th rough  the  f i e ld ,  Joerg  Bergmeis te r  (Germany)  gave  
spec ta to rs  a  g r ipp ing  show wi th  h i s  works  d r iver  
co l leagues  Pa t r ick  Long  (USA)  and  Marc  Lieb  (Germany)  
a t  the  season-opening  round  of  the  Amer ican  Le  Mans  
Ser ies  in  Sebr ing  (F lor ida) .  Af te r  a  co l l i s ion  ear ly  on  in  
the  race  which  resul ted  in  a  twelve  minute  p i t  s top  for  
repa i r s ,  they  cont inued  wi thout  any  prob lems  in  the  450  
hp  Porsche  911  GT3 RSR run  by  F ly ing  Lizard  
Motorspor t s  un t i l  1 .10  hours  before  the  end of  the  race ,  
tu rn ing  one  fas tes t  l ap  a f te r  the  o ther .  However ,  a f te r  
Marc  Lieb  had  over taken  h i s  compet i to r  Ian  James  in  the  
Panoz  Esperan te ,  James  h i t  the  back  of  L ieb’s  Porsche  
and  nudged  h im in to  a  sp in  on  the  f in i sh  l ine .  In  the  end ,  
l as t  yea r ’ s  winner  was  c lass i f ied  four th .  Dar ren  Law,  
Se th  Neiman and  Johannes  van  Overbeek (a l l  USA) 
c la imed f i f th  wi th  the  second  F ly ing  Lizard  racer ,  and  as  
the  bes t  GT2 vehic le  was  awarded  th i rd  p lace  in  the  
envi ronmenta l  c l ass i f ica t ion  “Miche l in  Green  X 
Chal lenge” .  In  th i s  spec ia l  ca tegory ,  average  speed  and  
fue l  consumpt ion  a re  t aken  in to  account .

At  the  s t a r t ,  Joerg  Bergmeis te r  go t  away wel l  f rom the  
f i r s t  row.  In  the  second  lap ,  however ,  a  compet i tor  h i t  the  
Porsche  911  GT3 RSR of  l as t  year ’ s  winner .  The  
rep lacement  of  the  toe  l ink  cos t  a  to ta l  o f  twelve  minutes .  
From the  back  of  the  f ie ld ,  Bergmeis te r  and  h i s  t eam 
mates  Pa t r ick  Long  and  Marc  Lieb  took  up  the  chase  wi th  
a  sp i r i t ed  dr ive ,  tu rned  the  fas tes t  race  lap  wi th  2 :02 .494  
minutes  and  one  hour  and  ten  minu tes  before  the  end 
moved  in to  th i rd  pos i t ion .  But  then  the  No.  45  Porsche  
spun  and  c rashed  in to  the  wal l .  “ I  had  a l ready  passed  Ian  
James  bu t  he  s imply  d idn’ t  l eave  me any  room,”  sa id  L ieb  
annoyed.  “What  a  huge  p i ty ,”  sa id  Joerg  Bergmeis te r .  
“Thi rd  would  have  been  c ruc ia l  fo r  our  championsh ip .”  
Pa t r ick  Long  added:  “We d id  every th ing  poss ib le  to  b r ing  
home poin t s .  I t  was  an  incred ib le  e f for t  f rom the  whole  
team.”

Dur ing  the  ea r ly  phase  o f  the  twelve  hour  race  in  Sebr ing  
i t  in i t i a l ly  looked  as  though  the  po le -se t t ing  Porsche  911  
GT3 RSR of  Farnbacher  Loles  Rac ing  would  be  the  ca r  to  
bea t .  S ta r t  d r iver  Di rk  Werner  (Germany) ,  who  shared  the  
cockpi t  wi th  Porsche  works  dr ivers  Wolf  Henz le r  
(Germany)  and  Richard  Lie tz  (Aus t r ia ) ,  began to  pu l l  
c lear  o f  the  f ie ld  l ap  a f te r  l ap  and  by  the  t ime  he  came in  
for  h i s  f i r s t  p i t  s top  had  a l ready  pu t  a round 25  seconds  
be tween  h im and  the  fas tes t  Fer ra r i .  But  severa l  l aps  la t e r  
the  team not  on ly  los t  the  lead  pos i t ion  bu t  a l so  had  to  
re l inquish  a l l  hopes  o f  a  podium resu l t .  Damage  to  the  
power  t ransmiss ion  cos t  the  team 1 :48  hours  to  comple te  
the  compl ica ted  repa i r s .  “ In  the  end  we  jus t  wanted  to  
comple te  the  min imum dis tance  to  score  po in t s  toward  
the  championsh ip ,”  expla ined  a  v i s ib ly  d i sappoin ted  Wolf  
Henz le r .  “Al though  our  pos i t ion  in  the  f igh t  fo r  the  
championsh ip  looks  much  worse  now compared  to  a f te r  
our  win  l as t  year ,  we  wi l l  def in i t e ly  no t  be  g iv ing  up .”  
His  t eam mate  Di rk  Werner  added:  “Our  goa l  i s  and  
remains  to  defend  the  GT2 c lass  t i t l e .”  Richard  Lie tz  
s tayed  pos i t ive  a f te r  the  race .  “Al though  we  had  bad  luck  
here  today I  know tha t  the  new 911  GT3 RSR i s  even  
be t te r  than  i t s  p redecessor .  Tha t  makes  me  conf ident  fo r  
my season  in  the  European  Le  Mans  Ser ies .”

“Of  course  we  would  have  been  thr i l l ed  i f  our  cus tomer  
teams  could  have  repea ted  the i r  win  f rom las t  year ,”  sa id  
Porsche’s  head  of  motorspor t ,  Har tmut  Kr i s ten .  “But  
rac ing  luck  was  de f in i te ly  no t  on  our  s ide  today .  As  fa r  
as  the  per formance  of  our  new 911  GT3 RSR i s  
concerned,  I ’m very  p leased .  The  car  ran  wel l  th i s  
weekend  under  a l l  condi t ions  and  se t  the  fas tes t  l ap  
t imes .  Wi th  th i s  in  mind ,  we  have  a  good  s ta r t ing  po in t  
fo r  the  res t  o f  an  undoubted ly  exc i t ing  season .”

The  second  of  t en  rounds  of  the  Amer ican  Le  Mans  Ser ies  
t akes  p lace  on  Apr i l  4 th  in  S t .  Pe te r sburg  (F lor ida) .  

Porsche  Fights  from Back of  the  Pack at  Sebr ing

photo  cour tesy  Porsche Motorspor t
911 GT3 RSR, Farnbacher  Lo les  Racing :  Wol f  Henz ler ,  D i rk  Werner ,  R ichard L ie tz  
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Senior  Ed i tor

The Wal l  S t reet  Journal

How Detro i t ' s  Automakers  Went  
f rom K ings  of  the  Road to  Roadk i l l

JOSEPH B. WHITE is  a  senior  ed i tor  

in  the Washington,  D.C. ,  bureau of  

The Wal l  St reet  Journal .  A graduate 

of  Harvard Univers i ty ,  he has worked 

for  the Journal  s ince 1987,  and for  

most  o f  that  t ime he covered the auto 

indust ry ,  serv ing as Detroi t  bureau 

ch ief  f rom 1998-2007.  He wr i tes a 

week ly  co lumn on the car  bus iness 

and the regulatory  and soc ia l  issues 

that  surround i t  for  the Journal 's  on-

l ine and pr in t  ed i t ions,  and contr ib-

utes new-car  rev iews to  SmartMoney 

magazine.  Mr.  Whi te  is  co-author  

(wi th  Paul  Ingrass ia)  o f  Comeback:  

The Fal l  and Rise of  the Amer ican 

Automobi le  Industry ,  and won the 

Pul i tzer  Pr ize for  repor t ing in  1993.

The fo l lowing is  adapted f rom a 

speech del ivered at  Hi l lsdale Col lege 

on January 26,  2009,  at  a  seminar  on 

the topic ,  "Cars and Trucks,  Markets  

and Governments, "  co-sponsored by 

the Center  for  Construct ive Al terna-

t ives and the Ludwig von Mises Lec-

ture Ser ies.

I 'D LIKE to s tar t  by congratu la t ing a l l  

o f  you.  You are al l  now in  the auto 

business,  the Spor t  o f  Kings-or  in  our  

case,  pres idents and members of  

I  assume that  most  of  you are for tu-

Motors and Chrys ler  would very l ike ly  

be get t ing measured by the under tak-

ers of  the bankruptcy courts .  But  

make no mistake.  What  has happened 

to GM is  essent ia l ly  bankruptcy by 

other  means,  and that  is  an ext raord i -

nary event  in  the pol i t ica l  and eco-

nomic h is tory of  our  country.  

GM is  an ins t i tu t ion that  surv ived in  

i ts  ear ly  years the k ind of  manage-

ment  turbulence we've come to asso-

c iate wi th par t icu lar ly  chaot ic  In ternet  

s tar tups.  But  wi th Al f red P.  Sloan in  

charge,  GM set t led down to become 

the very model  o f  the modern corpo-

rat ion.  I t  nav igated through the Great  

Depress ion,  and negot ia ted the t ran-

s i t ion f rom producing tanks and other  

mi l i tary  mater ie l  dur ing Wor ld War I I  

to  peacet ime product ion of  cars and 

t rucks.  I t  was g lobal  before g lobal  

was cool ,  as i ts  current  chai rman 

used to  say.  By the mid-1950s the 

company was the symbol  o f  Amer ican 

t r ia l  corporat ion in  the wor ld .  I t  

owned more than hal f  the U.S.  mar-

ket .  I t  set  the t rends in  s ty l ing and 

technology,  and even when i t  d id  not  

i t  was such a fast  and ef fect ive fo l -

lower  that  i t  could fa i r ly  eas i ly  ho ld 

i ts  compet i tors  in  the i r  p laces.  And i t  

he ld the dis t inct ion as the wor ld 's  

largest  automaker  unt i l  jus t  a  year or  

so ago.  

How does a juggernaut  l ike th is  be-

come the basket  case that  we see 

before us today? I  wi l l  overs impl i fy  

mat ters  and touch on f ive factors  that  

cr is is  that  has been more than 30 

years in  the making.

F i rs t ,  Detro i t  underest imated the 

Second,  GM mismanaged i ts  re la t ion-

sh ip wi th  the Uni ted Auto Workers,  

and the UAW in i ts  turn did noth ing to 

encourage GM (or  Ford or  Chrys ler )  

to  defuse the demographic  t ime bomb 

that  has now blown up the i r  co l lect ive 

fu ture.  

Thi rd,  GM, Ford,  and Chrys ler  han-

d led fa i lure bet ter  than success.  

When they made money,  they tended 

to  squander  i t  on i l l -conceived d iver-

s i f i cat ion schemes.  I t  was when they 

were in  t rouble that  they of ten did  

minivans at  Chrys ler ,  the f i rs t  Ford 

Taurus,  and more recent ly  the Chevy 

Vol t  were ideas born out  o f  cr is is .  

Four th,  GM (and Ford and Chrysler )  

re l ied too heavi ly  on a few,  gas-hun-

gry t ruck and SUV l ines for  a l l  the i r  

prof i ts -plus  the money they needed to  

cover  losses on many of  the i r  car  

l ines.  They did th is  for  a  good rea-

son:  When gas was cheap, b ig  gas-

guzzl ing t rucks were exact ly  what  

were not .

F i f th ,  GM refused to  accept  that  to  

surv ive i t  could not  remain what  i t  

mul t ip le brands and a dominant  mar-

ket  share.  Instead,  i t  used shor t - term 

st rateg ies such as zero percent  f i -

nanc ing to  avoid reckoning wi th the 

consequences of  g lobal izat ion and i ts  

own mistakes.  

To Be Continued . . .

Par t  1  o f  3  

“Reprinted by permission from Imprimis,  
a publ icat ion of  Hi l lsdale Col lege.”
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9magazine
20 W. Whi te  Mounta in  B lvd . ,  A5
Lakes ide,  AZ 85929
www.9magaz ine.com

Goodyear  T i res has teamed up wi th independent  tuner  
and c lass ic  Porsche publ icat ion

9magazine to  search out  for  the best  Porsches in  
America.

“We are look ing for  not  only  the unrestored,  concours 
cars,  but  the dai ly  dr ivers  and the

tweaked Porsches as wel l ”  commented Br ian Minson,  
Edi tor  o f  9magazine.  Goodyear  T i res

and 9magazine wi l l  be se lect ing more than a dozen cars 
to  be featured in the magazine dur ing

2009-2010,  these se lected cars wi l l  receive a set  o f  new 
Goodyear  Eagle t i res in the s ize des i red

by the Porsche owner .  The t i res wi l l  be sh ipped di rect ly  
f rom Goodyear  T i res to  the car  owner

pr ior  to  a feature photo shoot ,  the only  cost  for  the car 
owner  wi l l  be mount ing and balanc ing.

Featured cars wi l l  grace the cover  of  9magazine and 
have thei r  unique s tory  of  the

Porsche and dr iver  wr i t ten.  “This  is  a  great  opportun i ty  
for  every Porsche owner  to not  on ly  get

hooked up wi th  a great  set  o f  new shoes,  but  show of f  
thei r  pr ide-n- joy”  added Minson.

Deadl ine for  submi t t ing a 100 word descr ip t ion and two 
or  three photos of  the Porsche is

Apr i l  30th.  Submiss ions should be send to 
ed i tor@9magazine.com or  to  9magazine,  Goodyear  T i re

Promot ion,  20 East  Whi te Mounta in Blvd. ,  #A5-356,  
Lakeside,  AZ 85929
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At lanta -  March 9,  2008 -  For ty  years ago on March 13,  
1969 at  the Geneva Internat ional  Motor  Show, today 's  Dr .  
Ing.  h .c .  F.  Porsche unvei led a car  that ,  even by today 's  
s tandards,  is  underest imated when i t  is  descr ibed as the 
“super sports  car” :  The Porsche 917.  I t  became a legend 
as one of  the fastest  and most  successful  rac ing cars of  
a l l  t ime.  

Porsche f i red the s tar t ing shot  for  Project  917 in  June 
1968,  a f ter  the in ternat ional  motor  spor ts  author i ty  or  FIA 
had announced a c lass of  “homologated sports  cars”  wi th  
up to f ive l i ters  cubic  capaci ty  and a min imum weight  o f  
800 k i lograms. Under  the superv is ion of  Ferdinand Piëch,  
the s t ipu lated 25 uni ts  of  the new rac ing car  model  were 
completed by Apr i l  1969 so that  the 917 could begin i ts  
rac ing career  in  the same year .  Af ter  i t  in i t ia l ly  dropped 
out  of  i ts  f i rs t  three races due to  technica l  problems,  the 
917 success s tory  began in  August  1969 at  a  1,000-
k i lometer  race at  the Österre ichr ing wi th  a v ic tory  by Jo 
Si f fer t  and Kurt  Ahrens.

The engine conf igurat ion of  the 917 was just  as unusual  
as i ts  d i f ferent  car  body vers ions:  Behind the dr iver 's  
seat  extended an a i r -cooled,  twelve-cy l inder  engine wi th  
hor izonta l  cy l inders,  whose crankshaf t  des ignated i t  as a 
180-degree V engine.  The 520 HP engine had an in i t ia l  
cubic  capaci ty  of  4 .5 l i ters.  The tubular  f rame was made 
of  a luminum, the car  body out  o f  g lass f iber  re inforced 
synthet ics.  Porsche engineers developed d i f ferent  car  
body models  to  best  meet  the d i f ferent  demands of  
d i f ferent  racet racks.  The so-ca l led shor t - ta i l  model  was 
designed for  heavi ly  twis t ing roads in which a h igh 
contact  pressure was necessary for  fast  corner ing.  The 
long- ta i l  model  was designed for  fast  racetracks and a 
h igh f ina l  veloc i ty .  Then came the open 917 Spyders,  
which were used in  the CanAm and In terser ies races.

At  the end of  the 1970 race season,  Porsche conf i rmed 
i ts  super ior i ty  wi th  the 917 and 908/03 models ,  winning 
the Racing Ser ies World  Championship 
[Markenwel tmeis terschaf t ]  in  n ine out  of  ten poss ible 
v ic tor ies.  This  ser ies of  v ic tor ies began in Daytona and 
cont inued in  Brands Hatch,  Monza,  Spa,  on the 
Nürburgr ing racetrack,  a t  the Targa F lor io ,  in  Le Mans,  
Watk ins Glen and the Österreichr ing.  However ,  the 
season's  h igh point  was the long-desi red overa l l  w in of  
the Le Mans 24-hour  endurance race,  a  t rophy that  Hans 
Herrmann and Richard At twood brought  home to 
Zuf fenhausen on June 14,  1970.  Thei r  917 shor t - ta i l  
model  pa inted in  the Porsche Salzburg co lors  of  red and 
whi te wi th  the s tar t  number 23 not  on ly  successfu l ly  
def ied i ts  compet i tors  but  a lso the heavy ra in fa l l .

As in  the prev ious year ,  the 1971 season was dominated 
by the 917 model  so that  the Racing Ser ies Wor ld 

Championship [Markenwel tmeis terschaf t ]  went  to  Porsche 
again wi th e ight  out  o f  ten race v ic tor ies.  And once 
again,  a Porsche 917 was v ic tor ious at  the Le Mans 24-
Hour race – th is  t ime wi th  Gi js  van Lennep and Dr .  
Helmut  Marko,  who set  a  wor ld  record wi th  an average 
speed of  222 km/h and 5,335 k i lometers dr iven,  a record 
that  s t i l l  s tands today.  One spec ia l  feature of  the i r  917 
shor t - ta i l  model ,  v isual ly  character ized by i ts  “shark f in” ,  
was the tubular  f rame made of  magnesium. A 917 long-
ta i l  coupe model  set  a  fur ther  record in  1971:  On the 
Mulsanne stra ight  s t re tch,  which is  part  of  the route in 
the Le Mans 24-Hour  race,  the spor ts  car  wi th  the start  
number 21 recorded the h ighest  speed of  387 k i lometers 
per hour .  Another  Le Mans racecar  achieved major  
recogni t ion:  The Porsche 917/20 was a mix between the 
shor t - ta i l  and the long- ta i l  models  and was notable for  i ts  
broad propor t ions.  A l though the pink  co lored racecar ,  
n icknamed “ the Pig”,  dropped out  ha l fway through the 
race,  i ts  unusual  pa int  color  made i t  one of  the most  
famous Porsche models  ever .

When the European FIA regulat ion for  the “ f ive- l i ter  
spor ts  car”  expi red at  the end of  the 1971 season,  
Porsche decided to  enter  the Canadian Amer ican 
Chal lenge Cup (CanAm).  In  June 1972,  the pr ivate 
Penske race team in  motor  spor ts  used the turbo-charged 
Porsche 917/10 Spyder  for  the f i rs t  t ime.  Wi th  a 
performance of  up to  1,000 HP,  the Porsche Spyder  
dominated the race ser ies and won for  Porsche the 
CanAM championship wi th  v ic tor ies in  Road At lanta,  Mid 
Ohio,  E lkhar t  Lake,  Laguna Seca and Rivers ide.  In  the 
fo l lowing year ,  the 1,200 HP 917/30 Spyder  had i ts  rac ing 
premiere.  The super ior i ty  of  the monster  car  dr iven by 
Mark Donohue was so obvious that  the regulat ions of  the 
CanAM ser ies had to be changed in  the end in  order  to  
exc lude the 917/30 f rom compet ing fur ther  in  the 1974 
season.  Typica l  for  Porsche:  The technologies for  
increas ing per formance developed for  these races were 
successfu l ly  t ransferred to the on-road spor ts  car .  That 's  
how the 911 Turbo,  wi th  i ts  s ide-exhaust  turbocharger ,  
began i ts  career  in  1974 and has been,  s ince th is  t ime,  a  
synonym for the per formance capaci ty  o f  the Porsche 
spor ts  car .

To date,  the reputat ion of  the 917 is  legendary.  
Therefore,  50 internat ional  motor  spor ts  exper ts  f rom the 
famous Br i t ish t rade magazine “Motor  Spor t ”  nominated 
the 917 as the “greatest  rac ing car  in  h is tory” .  A l l  in  a l l ,  
Porsche bui l t  65 uni ts  o f  the 917:  44 sports  cars  as shor t -
ta i l  and long- ta i l  coupés,  two PA Spyders as wel l  as 19 
spor ts  cars as CanAm and Interser ies Spyders wi th  up to  
1,400 HP turbo engines.  Seven of  the most  impor tant  917 
models  – among them the Le Mans v ic tory  cars f rom 1970 
and 1971 and the 917/30 Spyder  – are current ly  on 
exhib i t  in  the new Porsche Museum in Stut tgar t -
Zuf fenhausen.

40 years of  the Porsche 917

The car  described as the “Greatest  Racing Car in History” celebrates i ts  40th bir thday

Pix  cour tesy o f   -  Typ 917 a t  Zuf fenhausen (c .  1969)  cour tesy Porsche AG
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The name tags have magnet ic  fasteners to  prevent  nasty  holes in  
your  fabu lous Porsche appare l .


