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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

JUNE 2009

01 Month ly Meet ing,
 7:00pm, Del ta  Imports

10 Gi lmore Gather ing,  
 1:00pm, hosted by Kurt  
 Wir th & Rick R i ley

20 Spr ing-Up to Traverse C i ty  
 12:00pm, hosted by David 
 & Beth Howard

21 Father ’s  Day

29 PCA Parade,  Keystone,  CO
 Mul t ip le  Day Event

JULY 2009

06 Month ly Meet ing 
 7:00pm, Del ta  Imports

11 Gimmick Ral ly ,
 3:00p,  hosted by Ted & 
Gabi
 B lackl idge

25 Porsches to Oxford,  OH

Wel l ,  Kur t  Wir th  and I ,  and as many of  you who wants to  
jo in  us,  are going to  take a le isure ly  dr ive down to the 

Gi lmore Car  Museum..

 P lease check out  the i r  web-s i te  for  d i rect ions and d iscover  
the many f ine automobi le  exhib i ts  housed in  the severa l  

Barns cover ing the lush grounds.

 There is  everyth ing f rom a mi l l ion do l la r  Mercedes that  
was bur ied  dur ing WWII  so the enemy wouldn’ t  get  i t  to  

the muscle cars of  the 60’s  and 70’s .  

 You can p lan on eat ing a sandwich @ the authent ic  “B lue 
Moon”  gr i l l  r ight  on the grounds or  just  have an ice cream 

deser t .  

 The gr i l l  is  scheduled to  c lose @ 4:00 so p lan accord ingly .

 There are p icn ic  tab les as wel l  i f  you so choose to br ing 
your  own food.

 

Wed.  n ight  is  a lso cru ise n ight  so be prepared to  check out  
anyth ing and everyth ing on wheels  that  may show up.

 Kur t  and I  wi l l  be there @ 1:00pm  so anyt ime you want  to  
jo in  the car  fun is  OK.

 The barns are open unt i l  5 :00 so p lan on leaving work 
ear ly  and enjoy ing the af ternoon @ the Gi lmore Car  

Museum.

 ~Rick Ri ley

So what are you going to be doing Wed. afternoon June 
10th?
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Upcoming Events
Monthly Meetings will occur on 1st Monday of every month 
at 7PM at Delta Imports, 6025 28th St. SE Grand Rapids, 
49546
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SPRING UP TO TRAVERSE CITY
 

Beth  and David  Howard are  host ing  the  Spring up to  Traverse  City  on Sat-
urday,   June 20th.   We wi l l  meet  at  12  Noon at  Cl inch Park  in  Traverse  

Ci ty ,  fo l lowed by  Lunch and a  sporty   a f ternoon drive  around the  country-
s ide.    

Dinner  wi l l  be  served at  the  Howard's  home on Lake Leelanau.   

P lease  br ing  your  own Beer  and Wine.   

Sof t  Drinks  wi l l  be  provided.     

Your check for $30 per person is  your RSVP by June 15.  

 TO:  David Howard

        2525 N Lake Leelanau Dr

        Lake  Leelanau,  MI  49653

 

        dhoward200@comcast .net

        231-271-0022

For  those who would l ike to  spend the n ight ,  some of  us wi l l  be  s tay ing at  the 

Red L ion Motor  Lodge:  www.red l ionmotor lodge.com T:(231)  271-6694
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2009 “GO MICHIGAN!” GIMMICK RALLY

YOU ASK –“  WHAT IS A GIMMICK RALLY?”  OURS IS LIKE A DINNER DRIVE BUT WITH 
NO LEADER,  LOTS OF QUESTIONS,  AND YOU DON’T END UP AT A RESTAURANT,  YOU 

END UP AT OUR HOUSE!

Date:   Saturday,  July  11
Time:   Registrat ion between 3:00 and 3:30

You wi l l  need t ime to  read the instruct ions,
so be there ear ly  enough to  get  or iented!

Locat ion:   We wi l l  meet  in  the  parking lot  of  Choice One Bank 
& O’Mal ley’s  Gri l l ,  5080 Alpine NW, Grand Rapids  

This  is  approximately  2  l /2  mi les  north  of  I  96
On the east  s ide of  Alpine

Length of  route:   approx 40 mi les
Length of  ra l ly :   approx 1  hour

Handy i tems to  br ing along:
You def ini tely  need a  navigator  to  read instruct ions 

and look for  landmarks whi le  you are dr iv ing
Clipboard or  pad of  paper

Penci l  with  eraser
Hi- l i ter

Calculator
Cel l  phone (yes,  some of  us  wi l l  get  lost)

IF  YOU CAN NOT DO THE DRIVE,  AT LEAST COME TO OUR HOUSE AND ENJOY 
YOURSELF WITH YOUR PORSCHE FRIENDS.  LAST YEAR WE HAD ABOUT 40!! !

For  more fun,  there wi l l  be a  cookout  at  the Blackl idge home,
2753 –  13 Mi le  Road,  Rockford,  af ter  the event

start ing around 5-5:30 unt i l  ????    BYOB.   

RSVP TED & GABI  BLACKLIDGE
1-616-866-4143

gabrie le@chartermi.net

A GREAT DAY AND A GREAT WAY TO 
HAVE FUN WITH YOUR PORSCHE

$ 5.00 min.  donat ion wi l l  be asked for  to  go into  the Charity  pot ,  which is  for  ALS

2008 Gimmick Winners
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GRAND PRIX OF GRATTAN DRIVERS’  EDUCATION EVENT
SEPTEMBER 18 ,  19 ,  20   2009

The event  i s  l imited to  80  Part ic ipants  –  15  Novice ,  65  Experienced –  REGISTER NOW!!

Grat tan  i s  one  of  the  f ines t  road  courses  in  Amer ica .   I t  i s  loca ted  only  20  minutes  nor theas t  o f  Grand  
Rapids .   The  2-mi le  course  i s  winding ,  h i l ly  and  has  a  complex  assor tment  of  a lmost  every  conce ivable  
corner  imaginable .   The  10  turns  inc lude  both  uphi l l  ascending  and  descending  rad ius  turns ,  a  f la t  ou t  
dog- leg  of f  the  160  degree  ha i r -p in  turn ,  a  h idden  apex ,  a  Monza  bowl ,  “S”  turns ,  and  even  a  downhi l l  
reverse-camber  turn .   I t  has  been  sa id  tha t  i f  you  can  mas ter  Gra t tan ,  you  can  dr ive  anywhere!   I t  a l so  
a l lows spec ta tors  the  mos t  v iewing  sur face  to  watch ,  wi th  90% of  the  race t rack  v is ib le  f rom one  sea t .   

I f  you  are  new to  road  courses ,  you  wi l l  exper ience  f i r s t -hand  how to  manage  your  h igh-per formance  
au tomobi le  in  a  cont ro l led ,  c losed  environment  and  acqui re  sk i l l s  tha t  wi l l  enhance  safer  vehic le  
opera t ion  in  everyday  dr iv ing  condi t ions .   Each  novice  wi l l  be  ass igned  an  ins t ruc tor  and  wi l l  be  a  
Dr ivers ’  School  Par t ic ipant .   

The  event  format  i s  as  fo l lows:

Friday ,  Sep tember  18  i s  se t  as ide  for  ADVANCED Drivers ’  Educat ion  only .   Pr ior  t rack  exper ience ,  
e i ther  a t  Gra t tan  or  o ther  t racks ,  i s  requi red .   NO EXCEPTIONS!   Novices  a re  welcome to  he lp  –  and  wi l l  
benef i t  f rom learn ing  more  about  the  t r ack .

Saturday ,  Sep tember  19  and  Sunday ,  Sep tember  21  wi l l  be  Dr ivers ’  Educa t ion  wi th  fu l l  ins t ruc t ion  and  
profess iona l  corner  worker  suppor t .   Novices  wi l l  begin  each  day  wi th  DRIVER’S SCHOOL before  
s ta r t ing  t rack  ac t iv i ty  wi th  ass igned  ins t ruc tors .   Sa turday  n ight ,  the  Western  Michigan Region  PCA  
inv i tes  you  to  jo in  us  for  a  TRACKSIDE BANQUET .

Sunday  Sep tember  01  wi l l  comple te  the  Dr iver ’s  Educat ion  ins t ruc t ion  a t  approximate ly  5 :00 .   No Time 
Tr ia l s  th i s  year .

Dur ing  luncht ime on  Sa turday  and  Sunday,  we  wi l l  have  low-speed  TOURING around the  t rack .   The  
“cos t”  i s  a  $20  donat ion ,  which  wi l l  be  g iven  100% to  the  des ignated  WMR Grat tan  Grand Pr ix  char i ty .   
Lunch i s  ava i lab le  a t  the  t rack  on  a l l  th ree  days .

Contac t :   Amber  Door ,  Regis t ra r
645  Summerse t  Dr ive

Jenison ,  MI  49428
Phone:   (616)  457-4515

Emai l :   Amdoor242@aol .com
Or:   www.Clubregis t ra t ion .ne t

Ques t ions :   Ted  Blackl idge ,  Chairman
Phone:   (616)  866-4143

Emai l :   sgrafex@char termi .ne t

SEE YOU AT THE TRACK IN SEPTEMBER!
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PORSCHE  SNOWBIRD

 Helen  and   I  usua l ly   spend   the  winter   in  F lor ida  and   l as t  winter  was  no  

except ion.   I  had   recent ly   jo ined  NASA   (Nat iona l  Auto  Sports  Assoc ia t ion)   so  we  

dec ided   to   take  our  Porsche   to  F lor ida   for  DE  events  at  Homestead/Miami  

speedway  and  Sebr ing .      We  dec ided   to  a lso   take  another  car   to  have   some  

f lex ib i l i ty  whi le  we  were   there .   (Wi th  XM   rad io ,   I   th ink  Helen   l i s tened   to  E lv i s  

most  of   the  dr i ve ) .

Knowing   how   unpred ic tab le   Midwest   weather   can   be,   we   wanted   to   l eave   by  

December  1 .    Our  daughter  however  was  expect ing  a  baby   in   l a te  November  and  

Helen   was   go ing   nowhere   unt i l   the   baby   was   born .     Fortunate ly   our   f i r s t  

grandson  arr ived  November  24   so  we  were  ab le   to   l eave  on  December  4.   I t  was  

co ld  and  gray  but  we  managed  to  avo id  dr iv ing  in  snow.    As  we  a l l  know,  summer  

per formance   t i res  don’ t  do  wel l   in   i ce  and   snow.  Except   for   ra in ing  most  of   the  

t ime  and  patches  of   fog ,   the   t r ip  was  pret ty  unevent fu l .    Trucks  were  wal l   to  wal l   at  75  MPH  and   I  was  a lmost  ab le   to  dodge  

the  mud   f l ap   one   of   the   t rucks   threw   up.     I t   hi t   the   f ront   of   the   car   but   some   extens ive   rubb ing   removed   any   s ign   of   the  

inc ident .   I ’m  g lad   I  had   the  3M  protect i ve   f i lm  put  on   l a s t  year .

On  Saturday  morning  we  crossed   in to  F lor ida  and   i t  wasn’ t   long  before   the   shoe  and   socks  came  of f  and   the   sanda ls  went  on.    

Windows  down  and   sunroof  open.    What  a  great   fee l ing .    We  arr ived  at  our   renta l   condo   l a ter   that  day  and  proceeded   to  get  

set t led   in .    

The   f i r s t   job  was   to   get  my   off i ce   set   up.     Thi s  was   not   a   vacat ion .     Then   i t  was   of f   to   buy   a   hose   and   the   c lean ing   supp l ies  

that  would  not   f i t   in  the  cars   fo r  the  t r ip .  Helen   found  us  a  great  home   for  the  winter .  Two  car  garage  and  a  nice  dr iveway   for  

c lean ing  and  wash ing .     I   took  a   f loor   j ack  and   i t  was  n ice   to   take   the  wheels  of f  and  c lean  and  pol i sh   them.    

Pr ior   to  go ing   to  Homestead   for  DE,   I   took   the  car   to  Porsche  of  Naples   for  an  oi l  change .    Bad  news,  and  good  news.  The   rear  

main  sea l  was   l eak ing .   I t  was  covered  under  CPO.  The  other  tough  part  was  they  gave  me  a   loner .    A  brand  new  C4S  coupe  with  

the  7   speed  automat ic .    That  was   some   fun ,  but   I   s t i l l  prefer  a  manua l   sh i f t  car .

In  January ,  I  drove  to  Homestead.   I t  was  about  a  two  hour  dr i ve  on  a  Fr iday .   Saturday  ear l y  we  had  tech  inspect ion  and  dr ivers  

meet ings .     I  met  my   ins t ruc tor ,  a   fe l low  Porsche  dr iver .  He  races  a  2005  911S .   I  rode  with  him  for  severa l   l aps  and  found  there  

i s  a   lo t  of  di f ference  between  a  prepared  and  a   s tock   car .   I t  was   the   f i r s t   t ime   I  had  used  a   communicat ion   system  and   found  

i t  very  he lpfu l  s ince   I  have  bad  hear ing  anyway .    The  course  was   fun .     I t   i s  a  rea l  cha l lenge  to  come  down  of f  the  ova l  at  speed  

over  bumps  and  pavement  changes .    The   i ns t ructor  was  very  good  and   I   found  out  how  good   the  brakes   rea l l y  are .

The  NASA  DE  program  i s  rea l l y  good.  Every  sess ion  for  every  dr i ver  i s  fo l lowed  by  a  short  download  meet ing  to  rev iew  the  good  

th ings  that  happened  and  the  not  so  good  th ings .   I t   i s  a  great  way  to   l earn  not  only  f rom  your  own  mistakes  but  others  as  wel l .  

I  had   four  sess ions  on  Saturday  and  returned  Sunday   fo r   four  more.  My  second   ins t ruc tor  drove  a  prepared  Miata  and  gave  me  

some  great   ins t ruct ion  as  wel l .    On  my  second  sess ion   I  s tar ted  get t ing  v ibrat ion  when  brak ing .     I  eased  up  s ince   I  had  to  dr ive  

the  car  home   that  af ternoon.    

I  made   i t  home  okay  and  made  another  v i s i t   to   the   serv ice  department .  Bad  news.  Bad  news.  Good  news.

The   f ront   rotors  where  warped   and   the   pads  were   ru ined .   The   a i r ‐oi l   separator  was   l eak ing .   They   covered   that   repa i r   under  

the  CPO.  After   the  brake   repa i r ,   the  cook ie   j a r   i s  now  empty .

I  found  out   in  ear l y  March  the  Sebr ing  event  had  been  cance l led .   I  was  disappo inted  but   I  guess   I  wi l l  have  to  spend  more  t ime  

at  Grat tan  and  Gingerman   th i s   summer .    

We  went   to  downtown  Old  Naples   severa l  even ings   to  play   tour i s t  and  window   shop.    Other   than  Pa lm  Beach,   th i s   i s   the  only  

place   I  have  been  where  no  one   l ooks   twice  at  a  Porsche .    Too  many  exot ic   I ta l ian   cars  whose  names   I   can ’ t   spe l l ,  a long  with  

Bent leys  and  Rol l s  Royce .

We  had  a  great   t r ip  back  af ter   l eav ing  on  Apr i l  1.  We  are  both   look ing   forward   to  at tend ing  events   th i s   summer .    

Don  and  Helen  Sazama
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The past  month or  so has been in terest ing for  PCA.org and for  our  own WMR websi te .  

 On Tuesday morn ing,  Apr i l  14,  I  was up loading a couple  of  IROC updates Col in  Carpenter  
had sent .   In  a  note to  h im,  I  sa id ,  “ I ’ve jus t  f in ished the f ixes,  but  I  can ’ t  up load them.  
PCA.org is  down.   I  don’ t  remember that  ever  happening before . ”   

 Co l in  gave me credi t  fo r  tak ing Nat ional  down.   But  what  actua l ly  was occurr ing was that  
pca.org was dy ing a  s low death.   By that  even ing,  the s i te  was complete ly  dead.  

   J im Selders,  the Nat ional  Webmeister  (PCA Informat ion Technology Chai r ) ,  poured hours 
and hours  o f  vo lunteer  t ime in to  get t ing the new pca.org on- l ine,  and then restor ing 
ind iv idua l  reg ion websi tes.   Our  s i te  was more or  less restored a week la ter ,  a l though i t  was 
a vers ion f rom severa l  months ear l ie r  in  the year .  

 I  was hav ing d i f f icu l ty  up loading to  the s i te  and determined – and J im conf i rmed – that  
the new s i te  no longer  suppor ted “ legacy technology”  –  AKA o ld sof tware.   S ince I  took over  
responsib i l i ty  for  the websi te  f rom John and Sal ly  Nuerenberg in  August  2003,  we’ve 
publ ished us ing FrontPage Server  Extens ions.   Shor t  s tory ,  I  had to  complete ly  delete  the 
websi te ,  and restore i t  us ing FTP.   Because o f  the huge amount  o f  content  on our  s i te  (over  
5 ,000 f i les  inc lud ing 4 ,700 images)  i t  was a s low,  pa in fu l  process that  took about  16  hours.  

   I t  a lso  means that  we need to abandon Microsof t  FrontPage 2003,  as  Microsof t  d id  two 
years ago.   The c lub has purchased new sof tware – Microsof t  Express ion Web – and a t  some 
poin t ,  we’ l l  make a t rans i t ion to  the new HTML standards.  

   For  the record,  I ’d  l i ke to  say that  J im Selders d id  an amazing job ro l l ing out  the new 
pca.org,  whi le  s t i l l  suppor t ing the loca l  reg ion ’s  s i tes .   Our  Zone 4 rep,  Roy Wi lk inson,  
recent ly  suppor ted th is  not ion.   He sa id ,  "The websi te  (new) has been a rea l  headache.   The 
lead IT guy has res igned and the server  crashed leav ing one person to  head-up the 
"bandaid"  f ix .   J im Selders  d id  a  great  job f ix ing the new websi te .   There are s t i l l  some 
issues which need to be i roned out ,  but  most  is  up and runn ing.   PCA has h i red an outs ide 
serv ice to  ass is t  in  the "power ing up"  o f  the webs i te .   R ight  now,  Tech Q & A and The Mart  
are not  100%.  There wi l l  be  a PCA ONLY type of  Facebook program coming to  the websi te  
and wi l l  on the s i te  af ter  Parade. ”  

   So,  kudos to  J im for  h is  outs tanding ef for ts  in  keeping Nat ional  –  and WMR – on- l ine.  

   Ear l ier  th is  year ,  w i th  thanks to  the good work of  Ren Phi l l ips ,  we added an e lect ron ic  
vers ion o f  Über  Al les to  the webs i te . .   We a lso made some minor  modi f icat ions to  the way 
th ings are la id  out .   Before  long,  we’ l l  have a new (and poss ib ly  improved)  WMR websi te .

 Do you have suggest ions on ways to  improve?  L ike Mickey Mouse,  we’ re  a l l  ears.   Send 
your  suggest ions to  mmbetz@image-st ream.com .  

Up-Fix in  der  Websi te
-  Submi t ted by Michael  Betz

Golf  Enthusiasts! ! !
Arnie Axelrod wi l l  be planning a WMR 

PCA golf  out ing in  August.  More detai ls  
to  come in the next  month’s Über!
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PARTS FOR SALE 944 - Control 
A-arms, complete exhaust system 
with catalytic converter, brake 
rotors, calipers, torsion bars, coil 
over springs 400 lb, design 90 
wheels 7 x 8 x 16”, CV joints with 
new boots, oil coolers, steering 
wheel w/ air bag. 911- (930) 
complete exhaust system with 
exchangers, oil lines, lower front clip 
w/ driving lights ( black ) , 
transmission gear set (1st to 4th) , 
turbo charger, inter-cooler, shift lever, 
old style head lights.Parts are from 
1989 944S2 and 1986 911/930 and 
pricing is negotiable. 
Call Craig Ackerman at 616-866-
1905 or pcaackerman@aol.com.

1983 Porsche 930  -  Pear l  whi te ,  
87,600 mi les .  Very  good condi t ion.  
New par ts  and updates by Bruce at   
German Auto.  Pr iced at  $34,500.  
Cal l  Jack @ (231)  937-4392

HEATED ( l imited)  OR UNHEATED 
SPACE  -  for  your  car .  Unheated 
s torage is  $200 for  5  months 
($40/month) .  For  more in format ion,  
ca l l  Bob or  Caro l   Fr iday (PCA 
members for  over  15 years)  at  (616)  
863-9395 or  emai l :
b f r iday@char termi .net

944T & 944T PARTS  -  1986 
944 Turbo coupe,  s tone 
gray/burg. ,  kon i  2-way cup-car  
co i lovers ,  M030 f ront  sway bar ,  
racer 's  edge bushings,  camber  
p la tes,  L indsey Racing s tage-3 
heads,  MAF,  in take mani fo ld  & 
so l id  l i f ter /cam, larger  turbo,  
ch ips,  ad j .  a i r / fue l ,  968 -  6  
speed t rans. ,  3  sets  o f  wheels ,  
ro l l  bar ,  sparco rac ing seats  
and be l ts ,  f iberg lass rear  
bumper  $16,000 OBO. 944T 
par ts :  Front  f iberg lass fenders 
$250,  F iberg lass hood $200,  
F iberg lass 924T LeMans rea l  
spo i ler  for  944T $200,  Lexan 
rear  hatch $500,  Window net  
$50,  944T f ront  brake cal ipers  
$60,  944T 5-speed t rans.  wi th  
cooler  $600,  SFR stage-3 turbo 
$900.  Pr ices as l is ted,  OBO. 
Ron Hendr ick  (616)  402-0362                                   
(NOV)

Class i f ied  Ad  pr ic ing for  3  month  
minimum:  
Free  for  Wes tern Michigan Region 
members .   
$5 .00  for  PCA non-region members .   
$10 .00  for  non-PCA members .     
Ed i tor  reserves  r ight  to  edi t  ads .
Please  send  informat ion and/or  checks  to  
Club Treasurer .
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FOR SALE

June 2009

JUNE 
Anniversaries

Douglas & Ju l ie  Raedy
5 Year

Mark & Andrew Kasten
5 Year

Mark Sel lers
1 Year

Jeremy & Ju l ie  Nelson
1 Year

New Members

J im & Jack ie  Mesak
Rockford
'99 911

James & Pamela Reed
Grand Rapids

'70 911S

Transfer  In
( f rom SEM)

Clark  & Ty ler  Benson
Spr ing Lake

'05 911

Porsche 996 Wheels  –  Genuine 
Porsche 18- inch Spor t  Des ign I I  
wheels ,  u l t ra- l ightweight  2-p iece 
des ign wi th magnesium center  and 
t i tan ium r im,  chrome p la ted.  These 
are the 10-spoke des ign wi th  bo l ts  
a l l  around the per imeter .  Front  
wheels  are 7,5Jx18 ET50,  par t  
number  996.362.134.55.  Fronts  are 
near  mint  w i th  no damage.  Rears 
are 10Jx18 ET65,  par t  number  
996.362.140.50.  Rears  have some 
curb rash.  Minor  p i t t ing o f  chrome in  
some spots ,  but  very  good condi t ion 
overa l l .  R ims only ,  no t i res .  Ask ing 
$750,  ca l l  Dan Phi l l ips  a t  (616)281-
2459.

MAY 
Anniversaries

Last  month Kurt  
Wir th & his  beaut i fu l  

wi fe ,  Shir ley 
celebrated their  30th 

Anniversary as 
Porsche Club of  

America members.

Thank you both for  
your  cont inued 

support !
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PC A W M R M on th l y  M ee t i ng  No tes
0 4  M ay  2 00 9  -  M o n d ay

A t te nd ee s :
 Dan  Ph i l l i p s   R i c k  R i l ey
 Ga b i  B lack l i d ge  Te d  B lack l i d ge
 Cr a ig  A cke r man  Am ber  Doo r
 Co l i n  C a rpe n te r  Ku r t  W i r t h
Me e t i ng  ca l l e d  t o  o rd e r  a t  7 :0 2  pm  b y  Te d
M in u tes  –  de fe r red ,  no  m in u tes  ava i l a b le  t o  a pp rov e
T re as u re r ’ s  re p or t :  A pp ro ved .
A dv e r t i s i ng  re po r t :

 Ha gge r t y  ad  n o t  ba ck  i n  (n o t  pa id )
 A l l  a dve r t i se rs  h ave  b een  b i l l ed  e xcep t  Mun k ’ s  (n o t  due )
 Re spon se  to  De l t a  no t  ye t  f o rm u la ted ;  De l t a  has  been  b i l l ed  tw i ce  a nd  ha s  no t  pa id ;  u pon  rece ip t  o f  ne w  b i l l  ( a nd  c red i t ed  f ou r  

m on ths  due  to  p r i o r  wha te ve r ) ,  s a id  n o t  r en ew ing  due  to  Po rsche ’ s  com p la in t  abou t  ad  c opy  q ua l i t y .   R ev ie wed  Amb er ’ s  d ra f t  
r es pons e  and  OK ’ed  i t  t o  b e  se n t .  No  De l t a  adve r t i s i ng  s ta r t i ng  w i t h  t h e  Ju ne  i ss ue .  Fo l l ow-u p :   Da n  P .  m e t  w i t h  De l t a  t o  d i s -
cus s ,  t he y  see m op en  to  con t i n u ing  a nd  im prov ing  t he  re l a t i o nsh ip .  Dan  to  f o l l o w  up  w i t h  R yan  C oe  i n  June  w i t h  imp ro ved  p r i n t  
qu a l i t y .

W e bs i te  re po r t :  W ebs i te  do wn  due  to  s e rve r  /  se rv i ce  upg rade s  no  l on ge r  supp o r t i ng  l ega cy  t e chno logy .  We b  s i t e  t o  be  back  up  p r i o r  t o  
mee t i ng .  Webs i t e  was  back  up  and  cu r ren t  as  o f  mee t i ng  t ime .  M ichae l  w i l l  be  pu rchas ing  new  so f t wa re  t o  suppo r t  f u tu re  s i t e  
de ve lop men t .  M ic hae l  upd a ted  s i t e  t o  c hang ed  up  th e  o rde r  o f  s i deba r  l i nk s ,  an d  p l aced  Ub e r  a s  ow n  l i n k  a t  t op  l e f t .  A l so  add ed  l i n k  f o r  
M in u tes .
U be r  r ep o r t :  R ead y  to  go  t o  p r i n te r  by  M ay  5  o r  6  pe r  Ren .
I n s ur an c e  re p or t :  I ns u ranc e  fo r  up com ing  M ay  30  DD subm i t t ed  and  i n  p roc ess .
D r i v i ng  Ev e nts :

 1 s t  ev en t  i s  J une  1 3 ;  Ed  K lun k ,  Co l i n ,  o r  T ed  to  g e t  eq u ipm en t  t o  t he  ev en t .  R i ck  R i l ey  su gges ted  w e  te l l  S CCA  we ’ re  a t  I on ia ,  
t he y  m ig h t  he lp  i nc re ase  p a r t i c i p a t i on .

 G r a t t an :   Som e goo d  su gges t i ons  f r om C o l i n  a bou t  u pda t i ng  t he  even t ,  w i l l  be  i n teg ra ted  pe r  T ed .  R i ck  R i l e y  sug ges t i n g  f as te r  
m e thod  o f  r em ov in g  w re cked  ca rs  f r om t r ack  t h an  ow ner+ t ra i l e r ;  wha t  do  w e  do ?  (Re n t  a  w recke r  ma y  so l ve  t he  i s sue .  D e fe r  t o  
Gr a t t an  c ommi t t ee . )

O ld  Bu s in es s :  Sc he ib le  d in ne r  d r i ve :  ‘ twas  a  good  t im e  ha d  b y  a l l !  Jam ba la ya  w as  a  go od  tw i s t  on  t he  c h i l i  c ooko f f  t he me .

N ew  B us in e ss :
 M aum ee  Va l l ey  t r y i ng  t o  p rom o te  an  IRO C ev en t  on  09  A ugus t ;  can  we  e xchan ge  p romo  p iece s  (ou r  Gra t t an  ev en t )  t o  pu t  i n  t he  

res pec t i v e  pub l i ca t i on s?
 50 t h  An n i ve r sa ry :   J une  1 1 -12 -13  2 010  d a te  ap p rov ed  by  g rou p ;  C ra ig  Ac ke rm an  m ay  be  ab le  t o  do  b ox  l u nch  p os i t i on ;  send  ou t  

a  sav e - the - da te  t o  ou r  m emb ersh ip  a t  t h i s  p o in t .  Spe c ia l  som e th in g  o r  o the r  f o r  pas t  p r es ide n ts  –  spec ia l  i n v i t es?  S peak  a t  
ba nque t?

 W a l te r s  DD –  May  30 :   9 0  m in  d r i ve ;  depa r tu re  p o in t  i n  Has t i n gs  a rea ;  e nd  a t  S am ’s  Jo in t  on  G un  La ke
 G i lm ore  –  June  1 0 :   Gon na  be  th e re ,  go nna  l oo k  a t  t he  b a rns ,  g onna  have  a  g ood  d ay  o f f   (W edne sday  a f t e rno on ,  be g ins  a t  

1 :0 0  pm  a t  G i lm o re  mus eum ,  H i ck o ry  C o rne r s ) ;  adv e r t i se d  i n  t he  Ube r ,  pag e  2
 Sp r i ng -U p  to  T rave rse  –  J une  20 :   ad ve r t i s ed  i n  t h e  Ub e r ,  pa ge  2 ;  Amb er  rec omm end s  ea r l y  r ese rva t i o ns  du e  to  h ig h  oc cupa ncy  

ra te s  i n  T rave rs e  t ha t  wee kend .  Red  L ion  M o to r  Lodg e  s t i l l  ha s  roo ms  a va i l ab le .  Em a i l  b l a s t  t o  g o  ou t  a dve r t i s i ng  S a tu rd ay  A M 
ren devo uz  fo r  pa r t i c i p a t i ng  GR/K zoo /Mus kego n /e t c .  mem bers .

 TH ANK  YO U Er i c  Sp ro ss  –  Mad e  t r i p  t o  Gra t t a n  t o  l a s t  we eken d ’ s  Au d i  c l ub  d r i v i n g  eve n t  t o  h and  o u t  f l i e r s  t o  p ro mo te  ou r  G ra t -
t an  DE .

 Da n  to  p os t  ½ -pag e  ad  f o r  G ra t t an  e ven t  a t  S tee l case  CDC  bu l l e t i n  boa rd .  Fo l l ow  u p :  Co mp le te  on  5 /29  p e r  D an  P .
 P le ase  p rov id e  200 9  ½- page  ca len da rs  f o r  De l t a ,  an d  rem ove  t he  08  ca len da rs  t ha t  a r e  t he r e .  Fo l l o w  up :  Com p le te  on  5 /21  pe r  

Da n  P .

Respec t f u l l y  submi t t ed  by  Dan  Ph i l l i ps

June 2009

2009 ZONE 4 DRIVERS’ EDUCATION SCHEDULE

 Date    Track/Locat ion    Organizat ion

 June 5-7    Mid Ohio    Ohio Val ley Region  
 June 11    Water ford Hi l ls     Southeast  Mich igan 
 June 27     Beaver  Run    Al legheny Region
 June 27-28    Grat tan Raceway   Ral ly  Spor t  Region 
 Ju ly   3-5    Gingerman Raceway   Southeast  Mich igan 
 Ju ly  17-19     Putnam Park    Ohio Val ley Region
 Ju ly  28    Water ford Hi l ls     Ral ly  Spor t  Region
 August  1-2    Gingerman Raceway   Chicago Region
 August  13     Water ford Hi l ls     Southeast  Mich igan

August  22-23   Mid Ohio    Mid-Ohio Region
August  25    Water ford Hi l ls     Ral ly  Spor t  Region
September 10   Water ford Hi l ls     Southeast  Mich igan
September 18,19,20   Grat tan Raceway   Western Michigan Region
September 22   Water ford Hi l ls     Ral ly  Spor t  Region
September 26-27   Mid Ohio    Al legheny Region
October  16-1   Bluegrass Motorspor ts    Mid-Ohio Region
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MO NT ERE Y,  C A (May  17 )  –  A  s to p -an d -go  
pe na l t y  f o r  j u mp in g  a  res ta r t  w as  ve ry  cos t l y  
t o  Po rs che  wo rk s  d r i ve r  T imo  Be rnha r d  
(G erma ny )  and  h i s  Pens ke  P o rsc he  R i l ey  
t ea mm ate  R om a in  Dum as  (F ran ce )  S und ay  
du r i ng  t he  V e r i zo n  W i re les s  F es t i va l  o f  
Sp eed ,  t he  f ou r th  rac e  o f  t he  200 9  R o lex  
Gr and -A m Spo r t s  C a r  S e r i es  p re sen te d  by  
C r own  Roy a l  C ask  No .  16 .

Ru nn ing  a  s t ron g  th i r d ,  B e rnh a rd  w as  
pe na l i ze d  f o r  j um p ing  t he  res ta r t  on  l ap  77 .  
 H e  w as  j us t  0 .819  sec onds  beh ind  l eade r  
Sc o t t  P rue t t  a t  t h e  t ime ,  a nd  a f t e r  mak ing  
h i s  pen a l t y  p i t  s t o p ,  h e  f e l l  t o  seven th  p l ace ,  
14  sec onds  beh ind  w i t h  j us t  33  m inu te s  l e f t  
i n  t he  2  ho u r ,  4 5  m inu te  rac e  a t  Ma zda  
Ra cew ay  L agun a  S eca .

Th e  P ensk e  tea m woun d  u p  f i n i sh ing  s i x th ,  
13 .3  se cond s  b eh ind  t he  w in n ing  Pon t i ac  
R i l e y  o f  Jon  Fo ga r t y  (Ben d ,  O R)  and  A lex  
Gu rney  ( I r v i n e ,  C A) .   The  #5 8  B rumo s  
Po rsche  R i l e y  e n t r y  o f  Da r ren  Law  (P hoen i x ,  
AZ )  an d  D av id  Don ohue  (M a lve rn ,  P A)  
f i n i s hed  e igh t h ,  t he  l as t  ca r  on  t he  l ead  l ap ,  
an d  l os t  t he i r  Da y tona  P r o to t yp e  d r i ve r ’ s  
cha mp ionsh ip  po in t s  l ead .   Th e  # 59  B rum os  
Po rsche  R i l e y  o f  JC  F ra nce  (Orm ond  Be ach ,  
FL )  an d  Jo ao  Ba rbo sa  (Po r tu ga l )  l os t  10  l a ps  
m ak ing  rep a i r s  t o  a  b rok en  s uspe ns ion  an d  
f i n i s hed  25 t h  o ve ra l l  and  14 t h  i n  DP .

W h i l e  t h e  D ay to na  P ro to t y pe  team s  w ere  
d i sa ppo in ted ,  t he  Ro le x  G T  e n t r y  o f  Le h  
Ke en  (Cha r l es ton ,  SC )  a nd  D i r k  W ern e r  
(G e rma ny )  reco r ded  the  245 t h  p od ium  f i n i sh  
f o r  Po rs che  i n  R o lex  Gra nd -A m GT 
com pe t i t i on .   The y  d rove  t he i r  #87  
Fa rnbac he r  Lo les  Ra c ing  Po rs che  911  GT 3  

Cu p  e n t r y  t o  a  t h i r d - p lace  GT  f i n i sh .  
 P o rsc he  h as  e a rne d  n ea r l y  t h ree  t im es  a s  
m any  GT  pod iu m f i n i she s  o f  any  o th e r  
m anu fa c tu re r .   S penc e r  P um pe l l y /T ed  B a l l ou  
f i n i s hed  fou r th  i n  t he i r  TRG  Po rsch e  91 1  
GT 3  C up ,  enab l i ng  Pum pe l l y  t o  r e ta in  t he  GT  
cha mp i onsh i p  l ea d  b y  a  s i ng le  po i n t  o ve r  
Ke en /W erne r .

Bu t  t he  t a l e  o f  t he  d ay  w as  i n  D ay ton a  
P ro to t yp e  co mpe t i t i on .

“W e  d e f i n i t e l y  had  t he  ca r  t o  w in  t oday , ”  
Be rnha rd  sa id .  “O n  the  r es ta r t  I  ac ce le r a ted  
w i t h  ev e rybo dy  e l se ,  and  then  the  guy  ahe ad  
o f  me  b rak ed  aga in .   W hen  I  s aw  the  g reen  
f l ag ,  I  w en t  t o  t h e  l e f t  and  ev e rybo dy  w as  
b ra k ing  –  ‘O h ,  w ha t  hap pene d? ’ .   I  w as  
a f ra i d  t o  h i t  my  b rake s  b ecau se  e ve ryb ody  
we n t  w i t h  m e  a nd  they  wou ld  h ave  h i t  m e .  I n  
t he  end  i t  w as  a  p rob lem  (p ena l t y )  so  I  c ame  
i n  f o r  t h e  s top -an d -go .   A f t e rwa rds ,  I  m ade  
up  two  pos i t i ons ,  bu t  t he  60  ca r  b l ocke d  m e  
b ig  t ime ,  wh i ch  i s  no t  n i c e  w hen  you  a re  
rac i ng  s o  h a rd  t o  w in . ”

I nd eed ,  i t  w as  a  d i sa ppo in t i ng  end  to  such  a  
p ro m is in g  ra ce .   Dum as  had  qua l i f i ed  f i f t h ,  
an d  a  c l ea n  s ta r t  ea rned  h im  a  pos i t i o n  o n  
t he  f i r s t  l ap .  He  ran  s t rong  w i t h  l ea d  p ack ,  
an d  the n  m ade  h i s  ma nda to ry  f i r s t  p i t  s t op  
on  l ap  5  (a l l  t ea ms  a re  requ i red  t o  p i t  w i t h i n  
t he  f i r s t  45  m inu tes ) .  Dumas  go t  a  sp lash  o f  
f ue l  and  re jo i ned  the  i n  1 2 t h  p l ace .

Th e  ra ce ’ s  f i r s t  o f  on l y  f ou r  ca u t i ons  on  l ap  
9  a l l ow ed  D um as  to  m ove  c lose r  t o  t he  
l ea de rs  and  wh en  th e  g reen  f l ag  wav ed  
ag a in ,  D um as  w as  one  o f  t he  f a s tes t  ca rs  on  
t he  2 .23 8 -m i l e  ro ad  c ou rs e .   By  l a p  2 1 ,  h e  
wa s  th i r d  a nd  m ove d  i n to  se cond  on  l ap  27 .

Du mas  ran  sec ond  f rom  lap  27  t o  l a p  6 1 ,  
pa ss ing  t he  ha l fw ay  po in t  o f  t h e  ra ce .   Wh en  
the  l ead ing  Lexu s  R i l ey  o f  M emo  Ro jas  
(M ex i co )  p i t t e d ,  D uma s  l e ad ,  b u t  o n l y  f o r  
on e  l ap ,  l ap  62 .

Du mas  imm ed ia te l y  p i t t ed ,  t u rn ing  t h e  c a r  
ove r  t o  Be r nha rd ,  w ho  r e jo i ne d  i n  t h i r d ,  11  
sec ond s  ba ck .   A  f ew  l aps  l a te r ,  t he  ye l l ow  
f l ag  cam e ou t ,  a nd  the  ensu ing  p ena l t y  
p ro ved  too  cos t l y  f o r  t he  Pens ke  team  to  
ove rcome .   They  w i l l  hav e  t o  wa i t  t h ree  
we eks  f o r  a no th e r  ch anc e  a t  t he i r  f i r s t  Ro lex  
Gr and -A m v i c to r y ,  t he  Sa h len ’ s  S i x  Ho u rs  a t  
t he  G le n ,  J une  4 -6  a t  W a tk in s  G len ,  NY .

 " I  h ad  a  go od  l ong  s t i n t  t o  s ta r t  t h e  rac e ,  
an d  the  ca r  wa s  w ork ing  ve ry  go od , ”  Dum as  
sa id .   “ Bu t  w i t h  t he  ru le  chan ges ,  I  wa s  
l os in g  a  l o t  on  t he  s t ra i gh t s .   The  (100 )  RP M 
loss  ( ru l e  ch ange )  hu r t   u s  m ore  t han  the  
( re i n s ta te men t )  o f  s i x th  gea r  he lped  us .  
 W hen  I  t u rned  the  ca r  ove r  t o  T im o ,  w e  
 w e re  hop e fu l  o f  a  pod ium,  may be  a  w in .  Th e  
pe na l t y  ende d  o u r  h opes . "

Ro lex  2 4  a t  Da y tona  w in ne rs  Do nohu e  a nd  
La w l o s t  t he i r  D ay ton a  P ro to t yp e  d r i ve r ’ s  
 c hamp ions h ip  po in t s  l ead ,  f a l l i ng  e i gh t  
po in t s  b eh ind  rac e  w inne r s  Fo ga r t y  and  
Gu rney  a f t e r  f ou r  rac es .

" We  a re  ve ry  d i sa ppo in ted , ”  Don ohue  sa id .  
 “W e  can ' t  ge t  t h e  s e t -up  r i gh t .   W e  g o t t a  ge t  
t o  wo rk .  W e  sp en t  a  l o t  o f  t ime  tes t i ng  a t  
Da y tona ,  wh i ch  i s  a  un iq ue  p l ace .   I t  seem s  
wh a t  w e  l e a rned  a t  Day tona  doe sn ' t  ap p l y  t o  
o th e r  t r a cks .   W e  h ave  two  wee ks  b e fo re  t he  
ne x t  r a ce  t o  t h i n k ,  r e sea rc h  an d  w ork  on  
so lu t i ons  t ha t  w i l l  mak e  ou r  Po rsche  more  
com pe t i t i ve . " ###

PORSCHE TEAMS IN DP AND G  SHUT OUT OF TOP SPOTS, BUT IN THE THICK  OF CLASS CHAMPIONSHIP  POINTS AS 
ROLEX GRAND-AM SERIES COMPLETES ROUND FOUR AT LAGUNA SECA

 1 .  D o  n o t  w a l k  b eh in d  me ,  f o r  I  may  no t  l ead .  
Do  no t  wa l k  ah ead  o f  m e ,  f o r  I  ma y  no t  
f o l l o w .  D o  n o t  w a l k  b es ide  m e ,  e i t he r .  Jus t  
l ea ve  m e  a lone .

2 .  Th e  j ou rney  o f  a  t ho usan d  m i l es  beg in s  
w i t h  a  b rok en  fa n  b e l t  an d  a  l ea ky  t i r e .

3 .  I t ' s  a lwa ys  d a rke s t  be fo re  daw n ,  s o  i f  
you ' re  g o ing  t o  s tea l  y ou r  ne igh bo r ' s  
ne wspa pe r ,  t ha t ' s  t he  t ime  to  d o  i t .

4 .  D on ' t  b e  i r r ep lac eab le .  I f  y ou  can ' t  b e  
rep laced ,  yo u  ca n ' t  be  p ro mo te d .

5 .  N o  o ne  i s  l i s t e n ing  un t i l  you  pas s  ga s .

6 .  A lway s  rem em ber  you ' re  un ique .  Jus t  l i ke  
eve ryon e  e l s e .

7 .  Ne ve r  t es t  t he  d ep th  o f  t he  w a te r  w i t h  bo th  
f ee t .

8 .  I t  ma y  be  t ha t  you r  so le  pu rpos e  i n  l i f e  i s  
s im p ly  t o  se rve  as  a  ba d  ex amp le .

9 .  I t  i s  f a r  m ore  imp re ss i ve  wh en  o the rs  
d i sc ove r  you r  go od  qua l i t i e s  w i t hou t  you r  
he lp .

1 0 .  I f  y ou  t h i nk  nobo dy  ca res  i f  y ou ' re  a l i ve ,  

t r y  m iss ing  a  co up le  o f  c a r ,  b oa t ,  o r  h ouse  
pa yme n ts .

1 1 .  B e fo re  you  c r i t i c i ze  s ome one ,  you  sho u ld  
wa l k  a  m i l e  i n  t he i r  shoe s .  T ha t  w ay ,  whe n  
you  c r i t i c i ze  t hem ,  you ' r e  a  m i l e  aw ay  a nd  
you  ha ve  th e i r  s hoes .

1 2 .  I f  a t  f i r s t  you  don ' t  suc ceed ,  sky d i v i ng  i s  
no t  f o r  you .

1 3 .  G i ve  a  man  a  f i sh  and  he  w i l l  ea t  f o r  a  
da y .  Te ach  h im  how  to  f i sh  and  he  w i l l  s i t  i n  
a  boa t  and  d r i n k  be e r  a l l  da y .

1 4 .  I f  you  l end  so meo ne  $ 20  and  neve r  se e  
tha t  pe r son  aga in ,  i t  was  p rob ab l y  wo r t h  i t .

1 5 .  D on ' t  s qua t  w i t h  you r  sp u rs  o n .

1 6 .  I f  you  t e l l  t he  t r u th ,  you  don ' t  have  t o  
rem em ber  any th ing .

1 7 .  S ome  da ys  y ou  a re  t h e  b ug ,  som e  da ys  
you  a re  t he  w in dsh i e l d .

1 8 .  D on ' t  w o r r y ,  i t  o n l y  s eem s  k in ky  t h e  f i r s t  
t ime .

1 9 .  G ood  j udg men t  co mes  f rom  ba d  

exp e r i en ce ,  and  a  l o t  o f  t ha t  com es  f r om bad  
j udgmen t .

2 0 .  T he  qu i ck es t  w ay  to  do ub le  you r  m oney  i s  
t o  f o l d  i t  i n  ha l f  a nd  pu t  i t  i n  you r  pock e t .

2 1 .  T im ing  ha s  an  aw fu l  l o t  t o  do  w i t h  t he  
ou tcom e  o f  a  r a in  d ance .

2 2 .  A  c l o sed  mou th  g a the r s  no  foo t .

2 3 .  D uc t  t ape  i s  l i k e  t he  Fo rce .  I t  ha s  a  l i gh t  
s i de  &  a  d a rk  s i de ,  and  i t  h o lds  t he  un i ve rse  
t og e the r .

2 4 .  T he re  a re  two  theo r i es  t o  a rgu in g  w i t h  
wo men .  Ne i t he r  one  wo rks .

2 5 .  G ene ra l l y  spea k ing ,  you  a ren ' t  l ea rn i ng  
m uch  whe n  yo u r  m ou th  i s  mov ing .

2 6 .  E xpe r i ence  i s  s ome th ing  you  do n ' t  ge t  
un t i l  j us t  a f t e r  you  nee d  i t .

2 7 .  Ne ver  m iss  a  good  cha nce  to  s hu t  up .

28 .  W e  a re  bo rn  nak ed ,  w e t ,  and  hung ry .  
Th en  th i ngs  ge t  wo r se .
 
by  Ga b i  B la ck l i dg e

Words  o f  Wisdom ~  Gab i  B lack l idge
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Craftsmanship s ince 1957

ROB & SUE DEMING, Owners
PORSCHE CLUB MEMBERS SINCE  1987
2493 W. STATE RD.   HASTINGS, MI 49058 

PH. 269-945-2922                      FX. 269-945-0320

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 8:00 TO 5:30

SATURDAYS  BY APPOINTMENT
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED JUST OFF OF M-37 

NEXT TO THE HASTINGS AIRPORT

V i s a  a n d  M a s t e r  C a r d
a c c e p t e d

• FR EE  ES TI MA TE S

• INSURANCE CLAIMS

• GENUINE PARTS & AC CE SS OR IES

• ALL MAKES & MODELS

FOREIGN& DOMESTIC

•  OUTSTANDING RECORD OF 
 SATISFACTION

SERVICE, INC.

WWW.DEMINGSAUTOCOLLISION.COM
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EURO AUTOWERKS,
INC.

Full Service Shop, Specializing in Service
of Porsche, Volkswagen, Audi, Mercedes, 

Saab, Honda and American Vehicles
A S E  M a s t e r  T e c h n i c i a n  
P C A  m e m b e r  s i n c e  1 9 7 4

U s i n g  t h e  l a t e s t  t e c h n o l o g y
Club Discount

$75.00/HOUR FOR
PCA MEMBERS

MENTION YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP TO 

RECEIVE 
DISCOUNT

We perform used car inspect ions.  We offer  p ick-up 
& de l ivery.  Cal l  today for rates.

“Gi f t  Cards Now Avai lable”

Located one mi le east  of  Bostwick Lake Inn on M-
44, or west of  Wabasis Rd. ,  on M-44

9240 Beld ing Rd. NE
(616) 874-7932

OPEN: Monday -  Fr iday 7:30am - 5:30pm

This  is  the  f i f th  year  for  P2O in  Oxford .   Last  
year  we hosted 396 Porsches  from 17  states  
and Canada .   This  year  we are  expect ing 
upwards  of  500 Porsches  to  adorn the  quaint  
br ick  streets  of  uptown Oxford ,  Ohio  on 
Saturday July  25 t h .   

 

For  a  $25 per  car  entry  fee  (with $5 of  that  
going to  the American Cancer  Society) ,  each 
car  gets  an event  poster ,  T-shirt ,  and goodie 
bag.   In  addit ion,  throughout  the  day,  we wi l l  
be  awarding more than $3500 worth of  great  
door  prizes .   We wi l l  once  again have our  
‘people ’s  choice ’  car  show with awards  to  more 
than f i f ty  cars .   

 

For  more information about  Porsches2Oxford 
2009,  please v is i t  our  website  at  
www.porsches2oxford.com
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Chairpersons:

 Über Al les Editors:
 Ren Phi l l ips
 T:  (616)  281-2459
 E:  Renlopes@sbcglobal .net

 Advert ising:
 John Ki lgren
 T:  (616)  403-2953
 E:  jk i lg ren@
    c lark f inanc ia lgroup.com 

 Chief  Driving Instructor:
 Terry  Schieb le
 T:  (269)  329-1578
 E:  no39rsr@sbcglobal .net

 IROC Events:
 Ed Klunk
 T:  (773)  573-8765
 E:  hemisaurus@aol .com

 Safety:
 Cra ig  Ackerman
 T:  (616)  866-1905
 E:  Pcaackerman@aol .com

 Insurance Coordinator:
 Kur t  Wir th
 T:  (616)  956-0249
 E:  kur twi r th356@comcast .net

 Registrar:
 Amber  Door
 T:  (616)  457-4525
 E:  Amdoor242@aol .com

 WMR Enthusiast:
 L ina Spross
 T:  (616)  987-6419
 E:  er icn l ina@gmai l .com

 Web Master:
 Michael  Betz  (Webpage)
 Mmbetz@image-st ream.com

 Renee Krapp (Uber  Aces)
 E:  krappr@tr in i ty -heal th .com

 Membership:
 Jer ry  Arens
 T:  (616)  457-4515
 E:  f lybox911@aol .com

 Zone 4 Representat ive:
 Roy Wi lk inson
 T:  (330)  733-4813
 E:  Rwi lk5@sbcglobal .net

TOOELE,  UT.  –  May 17  –  By the  t ime 
the  thunder ing f ie ld  o f  23 cars  
comple ted the i r  f i rs t  lap  o f  the  3.048 
mi le  Mi l le r  Motorspor ts  Park ,  the s i te  o f  
today ’s  Utah Grand Pr ix ,  the Porsche 
911 GT3 RSRs of  Fly ing L izard  
Motorspor ts  and Farnbacher  Lo les 
Rac ing had estab l ished themse lves 1-2 
a t  the  head o f  the  GT2 f ie ld  and wou ld  
never  re l inqu ish  that  lead .

Porsche’s  two top GT2 c lass  
cha l lengers  –  the second p lace  
qual i fy ing Ferrar i  o f  Me lo /Kaf fe r  and 
the  four th  p lace  qual i fy ing  BMW of  
Mi lner /Mue l ler  –  tang led on  the f ront  
s t ra ight  jus t  yards past  the green  f lag  
on  the very  f i rs t  lap .  They p laced 
themse lves  a t  a  t remendous 
d isadvantage fo r  c lass honors  when  
came together ,  sending the damaged 
BMW to the  p i ts  for  severa l  laps  fo r  
repa i rs  and sending the  Ferrar i  
sp inn ing wi ld ly  o f f  in  to  the in f ie ld .

The #45 F ly ing L izard  Porsche 911 GT3 
RSR of  Pat r ick  Long (USA) and Joerg 
Bergmeis te r  (Germany)  and the #87 
Farnbacher  Lo les  Rac ing Porsche 911 
GT3 RSR of  Wol f  Henz ler /Marc  L ieb 
 (both  Germany) ,  ran l ike  a  f re ight  t ra in  
as  they lead every  lap ,  go ing f lag- to -
f lag  to  c la im an impress ive  GT2  one-
two c lass v ic tory .    

“Yes,  i t  was ‘ f lag- to - f lag ’  but  i t  was no t  
tha t  easy , ”  sa id  Bergmeis ter ,  co- leader  
in  the  GT2 po in ts  standings .  “ I  t r ied to  
conserve the car  and main ta ined our  
10-second lead over  Marc  (L ieb,  dr iver  
o f  the  #87 Farnbacher  Lo les Porsche) .  
Then I  handed our  car  over  to  Pat r ick  
and he f in ished the job . ”

The F ly ing L izard Motorspor ts  team had 
come to  the  Sal t  Lake Ci ty  t rack -  
4 ,135- foo t  in  e levat ion  -  immedia te ly  
a f te r  the  Long Beach round of  the 
ALMS season to  tes t .  Both  d r ivers  fe l t  
tha t  i t  was  t ime  and money wel l  spent .

“The b igges t  th ing in  our  win  today,  to  
me,  was the tes t  a f ter  Long Beach, ”  
added Bergmeis ter .  “The car  was rea l l y  
d ia led  in  and the  team rea l ly  had 
every th ing prepared per fec t ly . ”

H is  comments  were echoed by h is  
teammate and co- leader  in  the po in t  
s tand ings ,  Amer ican Pat r ick  Long.  “The 
F ly ing L izard team goes th rough i ts  l i s t  
and makes sure  every  box is  checked.  
They do a  phenomenal  job. ”  He sa id .  
“ I t ’s  a  tes tament  to  Porsche,  our  team 
and our  sponsors  that  they  are  w i l l ing  
to  go  a l l  these the ex t ra  yards to  
cont inue to  improve. ”

Long a lso had words  o f  pra ise  fo r  h is  
par tner ,  who he sa id  gave h im a per fec t  

car  a t  the i r  f i rs t  p i t  s top.    “The res t  o f  
the  race was rea l ly  p re t ty  much of  a  
chess  game,  keep ing  the lead,  keep ing  
our  d is tance  and conserv ing the  car .  
And we d id  not  have a s ing le  ye l low 
f lag  per iod dur ing the  ent i re  race.  That  
meant  another  s top for  a  ‘sp lash-and-
go ’ .   The L izard crew made i t  
abso lu te ly  per fec t . ”   

The f in ish ing order  was reversed,  
however ,  when the resu l ts  o f  the 
Miche l in  ® Green X ™ Chal lenge  were 
announced wi th  the #87 Farnbacher  
Lo les Porsche tak ing  the GT c lass 
honors ,  beat ing  out  the  #45 F ly ing  
L izard  car .  The ru les  for  the Miche l in  
Green X Cha l lenge measure a  
combinat ion o f  per fo rmance,  e f f ic iency,  
and fue l  economy.

The Fer rar i  o f  Melo/Kaf fer  recovered 
f rom i ts  f i rs t  lap  sp in  and subsequent  
t i re  s top,  to  work  i t s  way a l l  the  way 
back up  to  th i rd  p lace.  Four th  went  to  
the  Panoz o f  Farnbacher /James.  
F in ish ing f i f th ,  desp i te  a  rap id ly  
de f la t ing puncture which  sent  d r iver  
Johannes Stuck (Aust r ia)  careen ing 
through a grave l  t rap and  to  w i th in  
inches  of  the t i re  wa l l ,  was the T-
Mobi le  VICI  Rac ing  Porsche co-dr iven  
by  Nicky Pastore l l i  (Nether lands) .  
 F in ish ing  s ix th  was the #44 F ly ing 
L izard Porsche of  Seth 
Neiman/Johannes van  Overbeek (both  
USA) .   

The inaugura l  race of  the  ALMS 
Chal lenge c lass for  Porsche 911 GT3 
Cup cars ,  was won by the  husband and 
wi fe  team o f  Mar t in  and Melan ie  Snow.  
The Snows are  no s t rangers  to  
compet ing amongst  ALMS’  best ;  they  
won the  GTS c lass (now known as  the 
GT1)  a t  the very  f i rs t  ALMS race at  the  
12  hours  of  Sebr ing in  1999.  The 
d isqua l i f ica t ion  o f  the #08 Porsche GT3 
Cup car  o f  Brown/Sweedler  and the  #47 
of  Baker /Cosmo fo r  r ide he ight  
v io la t ions,  e leva ted the  #02 of  
Parker /Sker long to  second and the  #36 
of  Fa ie ta /Hoag lund to  th i rd .   

Bergmeis te r  and Long now lead the 
GT2 dr ivers  po in ts  wi th  80 ,  w i th  the 
Melo /Kaf fe r  Fer ra r i  d r ivers  wi th  59 and 
the  Farnbacher /James Panoz dr ivers  
wi th  52 .   Porsche ho lds tha t  same 80-
59 lead over  Ferrar i  in  the  
manufacturers  po in ts .

The next  Amer ican Le Mans Ser ies  race  
is  the Nor th  Eastern Grand Pr ix  a t  Ju ly  
18  a t  L ime Rock Park ,  in  Lime Rock  
Connect icut .

#  #  #

FLYING LIZARD MOTORSPORTS PORSCHE 911 GT3 RSR OF 
BERGMEISTER/LONG   SCORE FLAG-TO-FLAG WIN TO SOLIDY ALMS 

GT2 POINTS LEAD

--Farnbacher Loles Racing Porsche of  Henzler /Lieb second after  race-
long batt le- -
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Save the date

Porsche Club of  Amer ica

Western Michigan Region

50th Anniversary Celebrat ion!
The club is preparing a gala celebration in honor of our 50th Anniversary, and we invite you to “save the 
date” for the upcoming festivities!

 When:   12th, 13th, and 14th of June 2010 (Friday, Saturday, Sunday)

 Where:  Grand Rapids, Michigan

This event will be like a mini-Parade for our region, which may look something like this:

Friday, 12 June 2010:

 A Drive on Beautiful Country Roads

 Casual Dinner

 Casual Drinks

Saturday, 13 June 2010:

 AM Concours

 Box Lunch

 Afternoon Gimmick Rally

 PM Cocktail Hour

 PM Banquet, with Special Guests

Sunday, 14 June 2010:

 AM “Cars & Coffee” (& Donuts!)

 A Drive on Beautiful Country Roads

 Casual Lunch & Farewell

Come celebrate with us!! More details to come in future issues. To volunteer to help out with this event, 
please contact Dan Phillips at (616) 281-2459. With your help, it will be an event to remember!
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Our Master  
mechanics  can handle 

anyth ing your  car  
needs from a “pre-
purchased” vehicle  

inspect ion or  
d iagnost ic  inspect ion 
to  a  complete  engine  
overhaul  or  rout ine 

tune-up.  Come in  for  
an est imate  today!  

1104 Portage Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49001

269-342-6994
COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP FOR 17 YEARS
HOURS: MONDAY— FRIDAY 7:30AM TO 6:00PM 

CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY

PORSCHE SPECIALISTS
Bosch Authorized Service Center.

We serv ices:
Acura,  Audi ,  BMW, 

Honda,  Lexus,
Mazda,  Mercedes,
Nissan,  Porsche,

Saab,  Toyota,
Volkswagen & 

Volvo.

West  Michigan  Region  -  2009  Calendar  of  Events  (UPDATED)

J u n e   1  B o a r d  M e e t i n g    
   1 0  G i l m o r e  G a t h e r i n g  –    
    H i c k o r y  C o r n e r s
    H o s t :  R i c k  R i l e y  &  K u r t   
    W i r t h
   2 0  S p r i n g  U p  t o  T r a v e r s e   
    C i t y  
         H o s t s :  D a v i d  &  B e t h    
    H o w a r d  
   2 9  P C A  P a r a d e  ( N a t i o n a l )  –   
    K e y s t o n e ,  C O         
  ( 2 9 t h  J u n e  –  0 4 t h  J u l y )  

  

J u l y   6  B o a r d  M e e t i n g    
   1 1  G i m m i c k  R a l l y  
        H o s t s :  T e d  &  G a b i    
    B l a c k l i d g e  
   2 5  P o r s c h e s  t o  O x f o r d ,  O h i o  
        H o s t s :  D a n  &  R e n    
    P h i l l i p s
   

A u g u s t   3  B o a r d  M e e t i n g  
   8  F a m i l y  P i c n i c  &  C o n c o u r s  
        H o s t s :  A m b e r  D o o r  &  J e r r y   
    A r e n s  
   2 2  D i n n e r  D r i v e  –  S a u n t e r  t o   
    t h e  S h o r e  
         H o s t s :  B a r r y  &  C a n d i s   
    C o l l i c k   

A u g u s t  ( C o n t : )  2 8  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  M e t r o  C r u i s e   
    ( 2 8 t h  &  2 9 t h )  
         H o s t s :  D a n  &  R e n  P h i l l i p s

S e p t e m b e r  1 4  B o a r d  M e e t i n g       
   8 -  2 0   G r a t t a n  D r i v e r  E d u c a t i o n  
      1 2  D i n n e r  D r i v e          
    H o s t :  R a n d y  P o r t o l u r i
 
   

O c t o b e r  5  B o a r d  M e e t i n g        
   T B D  F a l l  C o l o r  T o u r  
       H o s t s :  P a u l  &  R e n e e  K r a p p
   1  -  4  P o r s c h e  E s c a p e  2 0 0 9  
    D a y t o n ,  O H

   
N o v e m b e r  2  B o a r d  M e e t i n g    
    ( 2 0 1 0  p l a n n i n g )  
   6  D i n n e r  D r i v e  
        H o s t s :  D u a n e  &  B r e n d a   
    W e e d  
   

D e c e m b e r  7  B o a r d  M e e t i n g        
   T B D  1 2 t h  A n n u a l  W M R  A p p e t i z e r   
    P a r t y  
        H o s t s :  T B D  
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F eb ru a ry 2 00 9

J os e ph  B . W hi t e

S en io r  E d i to r
T he  W a l l  S t re e t  J ou rn a l

H ow  D e t ro i t ' s  A uto m a ke rs  W e nt  f r o m 
K in gs  o f  the  R o ad  to  Ro a dk i l l

JOSEP H B .  WH ITE  i s  a  sen io r  ed i t o r  i n  t he  
W ash in g ton ,  D .C . ,  bu rea u  o f  T he  W a l l  
S t re e t  Jou rna l .  A  g rad ua te  o f  Ha r va rd  U n i -
ve r s i t y ,  he  has  w orke d  fo r  t h e  Jou rna l  s i n ce  
19 87 ,  an d  fo r  m os t  o f  t ha t  t im e  he  cove r ed  
t he  au to  i n dus t r y ,  se rv i ng  as  De t ro i t  bu rea u  
ch ie f  f r om  1998 -2007 .  He  w r i t es  a  wee k l y  
co lu mn  o n  the  ca r  bu s ines s  and  the  re gu la -
t o r y  and  s oc ia l  i s sues  t ha t  su r roun d  i t  f o r  
t he  Jou rn a l ' s  on l i n e  and  p r i n t  e d i t i ons ,  and  
con t r i bu te s  new -ca r  r ev iew s  to  S mar tM one y  
ma gaz in e .  M r .  Wh i t e  i s  co -au tho r  (w i t h  Pau l  
I ng rass ia )  o f  Co meb ack :  T he  F a l l  and  R i se  
o f  t h e  Am er i ca n  Au to mob i l e  I ndu s t r y ,  a nd  
wo n  the  P u l i t ze r  P r i ze  f o r  r ep o r t i ng  i n  199 3 .

Th e  fo l l ow ing  i s  adap ted  f r o m a  s peec h  de -
l i ve r ed  a t  H i l l sda le  Co l l ege  on  Janua ry  26 ,  
2009 ,  a t  a  sem ina r  on  t he  t op i c ,  "C a rs  
and  T rucks ,  Ma rke t s  and  Gove rnmen ts , "  
co -sponso red  by  t he  Cen te r  f o r  C ons t ruc -
t i ve  A l t e rna t i ves  and  t he  Ludw ig  von  
M ises  Lec tu re  Se r i es .  Con t i nued  f r om 
May  2009  U be r :  

GM and the  UAW

Th i s  b r i ngs  me  to  t he  re l a t i onsh ip  be tween  
De t ro i t  m anagemen t  and  t he  UAW.

I t  i s  l i ke l y  t ha t  i f  no  Japanese  o r  Eu ropean  
manu fac tu re r s  had  bu i l t  p l an t s  i n  t he  
U .S .—in  o the r  w o rds ,  i f  impo r t s  we r e  s t i l l  
r ea l l y  impo r ts —the  De t r o i t  ca rmake r s  
wou ld  no t  be  i n  t he i r  cu r r en t  s t r a i t s ,  a l -
t hough  we  as  consumers  wou ld  p robab l y  
be  pay ing  more  f o r  ca rs  and  have  f ewe r  
cho i ces  t han  w e  do .  The  f ac t  i s  t ha t  t he  
De t ro i t  Th ree ' s  pos t -Wor l d  War  I I  bus iness  
s t r a teg ies  w er e  doom ed f r om  the  day  i n  
1982  when  t he  f i r s t  H onda  Acco rd  r o l l ed  
o f f  a  non - un ion  assemb ly  l i ne  i n  Oh io .  A f -
t e r  t ha t  i t  soon  becam e c l ea r  t ha t  t he  Jap -
anese  au tomake rs— and  o the rs—cou ld  
bu i l d  ca rs  i n  t he  U .S .  w i t h  r e l a t i ve l y  young ,  
non -un ion  l abo r  f o r ces  t ha t  qu i ck l y  l ea rned  
how  to  t h r i ve  i n  t he  e f f i c i en t  p r oduc t i on  
sys tems  those  compan ies  ope r a ted .  

Be ing  new  has  eno r mous  advan tages  i n  a  
cap i t a l - i n t ens i ve ,  t echno logy - i n tens i ve  
bus iness  l i ke  au tomak ing .  Honda ,  Toyo ta ,  
N i ssan ,  and  l a te r  BMW,  Mercedes ,  and  
Hyunda i ,  had  new  fac to r i es ,  o f t en  subs i -
d i zed  by  t he  hos t  s ta te ,  t ha t  we re  des igned  
t o  use  t he  l a tes t  manu fac tu r i ng  p rocesses  
and  t echno logy .  And  t hey  had  new  w o rk  
f o r ces .  Th i s  was  an  advan tage  no t  because  
t hey  pa id  t hem l ess  pe r  hou r—gene ra l l y  
non -un ion  au towor ke rs  r ece i ve  abou t  wha t  
UAW men  and  women  ea rn  i n  GM assemb ly  
p l an t s—bu t  because  the  new ,  non -un ion  
compan ies  d i dn ' t  have  t o  bea r  add i t i ona l  

cos t s  f o r  hea l t h  ca re  and  pens ions  f o r  hun -
d reds  o f  t housands  o f  r e t i r ees .  

Mo reove r ,  t he  new  Amer i can  manu fac tu re r s  
d i dn ' t  have  t o  compensa te  wo rke rs  fo r  t he  
change  f r om the  o l d  mass  p roduc t i on  me th -
ods  t o  t he  new  l ean  p roduc t i on  app roach .  
GM d id—w h ich  i s  why  GM c rea ted  t he  Jobs  
Bank .  The  i dea  w as  t ha t  i f  UAW worke rs  
be l i eved  t hey  w ou ldn ' t  be  f i r ed  i f  GM go t  
mo re  e f f i c i en t ,  t hen  t hey  m igh t  embrace  
t he  new  me thods .  O f  cou rse ,  we  know  how  
tha t  tu r ned  ou t .  The  Jobs  Bank  became  
l i t t l e  mo re  t han  a  w e l f a re  sys tem fo r  peo -
p le  who  had  no th ing  more  t o  con t r i bu te  
because  GM 's  d ropp ing  mar ke t  sha r e  had  
made  the i r  j obs  supe r f l uous .  

Hea l th  ca re  i s  a  s im i l a r  s t o r y .  GM 's  
l eade r s—and  the  UAW's— knew by  t he  
ea r l y  1990s  t ha t  t he  comb ina t i on  o f  r i s i ng  
hea l t h  ca re  cos t s  and  t he  l ongev i t y  o f  
GM 's  re t i r ed  wo rke rs  th r ea tened  t he  com-
pany .  Bu t  GM managemen t  backed  away  
f r om a  con f ron ta t i on  w i t h  t he  U AW ove r  
hea l t h  ca re  i n  1993 ,  and  i n  eve ry  na t i ona l  
con t r ac t  cyc l e  a f t e r wa rds  un t i l  2005—w hen  
the  company ' s  nea rness  t o  co l l apse  f i na l l y  
becam e c l ea r  t o  eve ryone .

I n  t es t imony  be fo re  Cong ress  t h i s  Decem-
be r ,  GM 's  CEO R ick  Wagone r  sa id  t ha t  GM 
has  spen t  $103  b i l l i on  du r i ng  t he  pas t  15  
yea rs  f und ing  i t s  pens ion  and  re t i r ee  
hea l t h - ca re  ob l i ga t i ons .  Tha t  i s  nea r l y  $7  
b i l l i on  a  year —more  than  GM 's  cap i t a l  
spend ing  budge t  f o r  new  mode l s  t h i s  yea r .  
Why  w asn ' t  R i ck  Wagone r  mak ing  t h i s  
po in t  i n  1998 ,  o r  1999 ,  o r  even  2003?  Even  
now ,  GM doesn ' t  seem w i l l i ng  t o  t r ea t  t he  
s i t ua t i on  l i ke  t he  emergency  i t  i s .  Unde r  
t he  cu r r en t  con t rac t ,  t he  UAW w i l l  pay  f o r  
r e t i r ee  hea l t h - ca re  cos t s  us ing  a  fund  ne -
go t i a ted  i n  l as t  yea r ' s  con t r ac t—bu t  t ha t  
won ' t  s ta r t  un t i l  2010 .  GM i s  on  t he  hook  t o  
con t r i bu te  $20  b i l l i on  t o  t ha t  f und  ove r  t he  
nex t  seve r a l  yea r s—un less  i t  can  r enego t i -
a te  t ha t  dea l  unde r  f ede ra l  supe rv i s i on .

Qual i ty  is  Job  One

Rick  Wagone r  to l d  Cong ress :  "Obv ious l y ,  i f  
we  had  t he  $103  b i l l i on  and  cou ld  use  i t  
f o r  o the r  t h i ngs ,  i t  wou ld  enab le  us  t o  be  
even  f a r t he r  ahead  on  t echno logy  o r  newer  
equ ipmen t  i n  ou r  p l an t s ,  o r  wha teve r . "  
Wha teve r ,  i ndeed .

Th i s  i s  a  good  p lace  t o  t a l k  abou t  t he  De -
t r o i t  m i s take  t ha t  ma t t e r s  mos t  t o  mos t  
peop le :  qua l i t y .  By  qua l i t y ,  I  mean  bo th  t he  
absence  o f  de fec t s  and  t he  appea l  o f  t he  
ma te r i a l s ,  des ign ,  and  wo rkmansh ip  bu i l t  
i n t o  a  ca r .  I  be l i eve  mos t  peop le  who  buy  a  
ca r  a l so  t h i nk  o f  how  du rab le  and  re l i ab le  
a  ca r  i s  ove r  t ime  when  t hey  t h i nk  o f  qua l i -
t y .

The  f a i l u re  o f  t he  D e t r o i t  au tomake rs  t o  
keep  pace  w i t h  t he  new  s tanda rds  o f  r e l i -
ab i l i t y  and  de fec t - f r ee  assemb ly  se t  by  
Toyo ta  and  H onda  du r i ng  t he  1980s  i s  we l l  
know n ,  and  s t i l l  haun t s  t hem today .  The  
rea l l y  bad  D e t r o i t  ca r s  o f  t he  l a te  1970s  

and  ea r l y  t o  m id -1980s  l aunched  a  cyc le  
t ha t  has  p roven  d i sas t rous  f o r  a l l  t h ree  
compan ies .  Poo r  des ign  and  bad  r e l i ab i l i t y  
r eco rds  l ed  t o  cus tomer  d i ssa t i s f ac t i on ,  
wh i ch  l ed  t o  weake r  demand  fo r  new  De -
t r o i t  ca r s  as  we l l  as  used  ones .  Cus tomer s  
we re  w i l l i ng  t o  buy  De t r o i t  ca r s—bu t  on l y  i f  
t hey  r ece i ved  a  d i scoun t  i n  advance  f o r  t he  
mechan i ca l  p rob lems  they  assumed  they  
wou ld  have .

Du r i ng  t he  1990s  and  t he  2000s ,  a  number  
o f  t he  su rveys  t ha t  i ndus t r y  execu t i ves  
accep t  as  re l i ab le  gu i des  t o  new  veh i c l e  
qua l i t y  began  t o  show  tha t  the  bes t  o f  
GM 's  and  Fo r d ' s  new  mode l s  we re  a lmos t  
as  good—and  i n  some  cases  be t te r —in  
t e rms  o f  be ing  f r ee  o f  de fec t s  t han  compa-
rab le  Toyo tas ,  H ondas ,  o r  N i ssans .  Bu t  t he  
De t ro i t  b r ands  s t i l l  had  a  p rob lem:  They  
s ta r t ed  $2 ,000  o r  mo re  beh ind  t he  bes t  
Japanese  b rands  i n  te r ms  o f  pe r - ca r  cos t s ,  
ma in l y  because  o f  l abo r  and  l egacy  cos t s ,  
w i t h  a  b i g  he lp i ng  o f  i ne f f i c i en t  manage -
men t  t h rown  i n .  To  ove rcome  tha t  de f i c i t ,  
GM and  Fo rd  (and  Ch rys le r )  r eso r ted  t o  
agg ress i ve  cos t - cu t t i ng  and  l ow-b id  pu r -
chas ing  s t r a teg ies  w i t h  t he i r  ma te r i a l s  sup -
p l i e r s .  

Un fo r t una te l y ,  cus tomers  cou ld  see  t he  
l ow -b id  app roach  i n  t he  des ign  and  ma te r i -
a l s  used  f o r  De t ro i t  ca r s .  So  even  though  
ob jec t i ve  measu res  o f  de fec t s  and  t h i ngs  
gone  w rong  showed  new  De t ro i t  ca r s  ge t -
t i ng  be t t e r  and  be t t e r ,  cus tomers  s t i l l  de -
manded  deep  d i scoun ts  f o r  bo th  new  and  
used  D e t r o i t  mode l s .  Th i s  d rove  down  the  
resa le  va lue  o f  used  De t ro i t  ca r s ,  w h i ch  i n  
t u rn  made  i t  ha rde r  f o r  t he  De t ro i t  b r ands  
t o  cha rge  enough  f o r  t he  new  veh i c l es  t o  
over come  the i r  cos t  gap .  

GM,  Fo rd ,  and  Ch rys le r  compounded  t h i s  
p rob lem by  t r y i ng  t o  gene r a te  t he  cash  t o  
cove r  t he i r  hea l t h  ca re  and  pens ion  b i l l s  
by  bu i l d i ng  mor e  ca rs  t han  t he  marke t  de -
manded ,  and  t hen  " se l l i ng "  them to  r en ta l  
ca r  f l ee t s .  When  those  f l ee t  ca r s  bounced  
back  t o  used  ca r  l o t s ,  whe r e  t hey  com-
pe ted  w i t h  new  veh i c l es  t ha t  we re  essen -
t i a l l y  i nd i s t i ngu i shab le  excep t  f o r  the  
h i ghe r  p r i ce  t ag ,  t hey  he lped  d r i ve  dow n  
resa le  va lues  even  more .

So  t he  b i l l i ons  spen t  on  l egacy  cos t s  a re  
ma tched  by  b i l l i ons  more  i n  r evenue  tha t  
t he  De t ro i t  au tomaker s  neve r  saw  because  
o f  t he  w ay  t hey  m ismanaged  supp l y  and  
demand .  Th i s  i s  why  t he  De t ro i t  b r ands  
appea r  t o  be  l agg ing  beh ind  no t  j us t  i n  
hyb r i ds—and  i t  r ema ins  t o  be  seen  how  
du rab le  t ha t  ma rke t  i s— bu t  a l so  i n  te r ms  o f  
t he  re f i nemen t  and  t echno logy  o f fe r ed  i n  
t he i r  conven t i ona l  ca r s .  

To Be  Cont i nued . . .

Par t  3  o f  4  

“Repr in ted  by  permiss ion  f r om 
Impr imis ,  a  pub l ica t i on o f  H i l l sda le  
Col lege . ”



W E S T E R N  M I C H I G A N  R E G I O N  O F  T H E  
P O R S C H E  C L U B  O F  A M E R I C A

C/O Ren Phillips
2676 Briarwood Court SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49512

HERE THEY ARE -  YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO 
HAVE YOUR VERY OWN WMR PCA NAME 

TAG:

About ÜÜÜÜber Alles

Porsche Über Alles is the official 
publication of  the Western 
Michigan Region Porsche Club of  
America, Inc. It is a non-profit 
organization registered with the 
state of  Michigan and issued 
monthly. Statements and opinions 
appearing herein are those of  the 
author and do not necessarily 
represent the official position of  
WMR/PCA, PCA, it’s officers or 
members. The editor reserves the 
right to edit all material for 
publication and to publish on the 
material which it felt to be in the 
best interest of  the region and 
PCA. Permission is granted to 
reprint, providing credit will be 
given to the author, WMR, 
Porsche Über Alles,  and provided 
that copyright is not involved, 
return copy of  the article when 
published would be appreciated.
Subscriptions for non-members 
are $18.00/yr.
Deadline for advertising and new 
articles is on the 10th of  the 
month prior to publication.
Please send information to:
Ren Phillips 
Renlopes@sbcglobal.net
2676 Briarwood Ct., Kentwood MI 
49512 
T: (616) 281-2459

Cost  for  each are $4.00.  Contact  Ted Black l idge a t  
sgrafex@chartermi.net. to place an order. 
Plus $1 per tag for shipping, if necessary.

The name tags have magnet ic  fasteners to  prevent  nasty  holes in  
your  fabu lous Porsche appare l .


