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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

JULY 2009

04 Happy Independence 
 Day

06 Month ly  Meet ing  7:00pm, 
 De l ta  Imports

11 Gimmick Ra l ly ,  3:00pm 
 hosted by Ted & Gabi  
 B lack l idge

25 Porsches to  Oxford,  OH

AUGUST 2009

01 WMR PCA P icn ic  & 
 Tops ide Concour ,  hosted 
 by Amber Door  & Jerry  
 Arens

07 WMR Gol f  Out ing,  hosted 
 by Arn ie  Axe l rod

03 Month ly  Meet ing
 7:00pm, De l ta  Imports

22 Saunter  to  the Shore,  
 hosted by Candis  & 
 Barry  Co l l i ck

28 28th Street  Metro Cru ise
 (28th & 29th) ,  hosted by
 Dan and Ren Phi l l ips  

SEPTEMBER 2009

14  Month ly  Meet ing
 7:00pm, De l ta  Imports

18   G r a t t an  D r i v e r  E duc a t i o n
 ( 1 8 t h ,  1 9 t h ,  &  2 0 t h )

12  D i nne r  D r i v e ,  h o s t e d  b y  
 R andy  P o r t o l u r i

2009 “GO MICHIGAN!” GIMMICK RALLY

YOU ASK –“  WHAT IS A GIMMICK RALLY?”  OURS IS LIKE A DINNER DRIVE 
BUT WITH NO LEADER, LOTS OF QUESTIONS,  AND YOU DON’T END UP AT 

A RESTAURANT, YOU END UP AT OUR HOUSE!

Date:   Saturday,  July  11
Time:   Registrat ion between 3:00  and 3:30

You wi l l  need t ime to  read the instruct ions,
so be there ear ly  enough to  get  or iented!

Locat ion:   We wi l l  meet  in  the parking lot  of  Choice One Bank & 
O’Mal ley’s  Gri l l ,  5080 Alpine NW, Grand Rapids  

This  is  approximately  2  l /2  mi les  north  of  I  96
On the east  s ide of  Alpine

Length of  route:   approx 40 mi les
Length of  ra l ly :   approx 1  hour

Handy i tems to  br ing along:
You def ini tely  need a  navigator  to  read instruct ions 

and look for  landmarks whi le  you are dr iv ing
Clipboard or  pad of  paper

Penci l  with  eraser
Hi- l i ter

Calculator
Cel l  phone (yes,  some of  us  wi l l  get  lost)

IF YOU CAN NOT DO THE DRIVE,  AT LEAST COME TO OUR HOUSE AND 
ENJOY YOURSELF WITH YOUR PORSCHE FRIENDS.   LAST YEAR WE 

HAD ABOUT 40!! !

For  more fun,  there wi l l  be a  cookout  at  the Blackl idge home,
2753 –  13 Mi le  Road,  Rockford,  af ter  the event

start ing around 5-5:30 unt i l  ????    BYOB.   

RSVP TED & GABI  BLACKLIDGE
1-616-866-4143

gabrie le@chartermi.net

A GREAT DAY AND A GREAT WAY TO 
HAVE FUN WITH YOUR PORSCHE

$ 5.00 min.  donat ion wi l l  be  asked for  to  go into  the Chari ty  pot ,  
which is  for  ALS
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Upcoming Events Monthly Meetings will occur on 1st Monday of every month 
at 7PM at Delta Imports, 6025 28th St. SE Grand Rapids, 
49546
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Porsches to Oxford!
Saturday July 25, 2009

And so i t  i s . . .  Dan and Ren Ph i l l ips  were go ing to sponsor  a loca l  D inner  Dr ive  on Ju ly  25,  but  
instead,  we ’ re go ing to P2O in  Oxford,  Ohio. . .so . . .come with us ! !

Try out  th is  un ique (and HUGE!)  gather ing of  Porsches in  the home town of  the Univers i ty  o f  
Miami-Ohio.  L i tera l ly  HUNDREDS of  f ine P-cars  make th is  journey every year  to  overwhelm th is  
smal l  town in  Ohio wi th  the s ights  and sounds of  Stut tgar t ’ s  f inest .  Come jo in  the fun!

We recommend you stay the n ight  Fr iday,  and jo in  the swarm ear ly  Saturday morn ing.  The 
c losest  hote ls  can be found on the webs i te ,  ht tp://porsches2oxford.com/,  under  “Trave l  & 
Accommodat ions” .  There ’s  more in fo  r ight  in  your  hand,  too -  turn to page 11!

WMR PCA P icn ic  and Tops ide Concour
 Saturday August 1,  2009

Gilmore Car  Museum
6865 Hickory  Road

Hickory  Corners ,  MI  49060

For  2009 ,  the  Weste rn  Mich igan  Region  wi l l  be  jo in ing  over  500  o ther  car  en thus ias t s  fo r  
the  annua l  Red  Barn  Spec tacu la r .  Th is  even t  i s  b i l led  as  West  Mich igan’s  “Grand  Daddy”  

of  an t ique ,  c lass ic  and  spec ia l  in te res t  ca r  show.  The  event  inc ludes  a  swap meet ,  food  
boo th ,  judge’s  concour  and  people ’ s  choice  concour .

The  Porsche  Club  wi l l  have  a  ca r  cor ra l  a t  the  event  loca ted  on  the  nor th  end  of  the  t rack  
(wes t  s ide  of  the  museum grounds) .  We wi l l  be  hav ing  a  Porsche  on ly  tops ide  concour .  

 You may  a l so  en te r  your  1980  and  o lder  Porsche  in  the  People’s  cho ice  ca tegory .  
Fee l ing  the  need  for  Deta i l  –  en te r  i t  in  the  Judges  Choice  ca tegory  (open  fo r  1983  and  

o lder  veh ic les ) !  You  mus t  reg i s ter  separa te ly  for  th i s  por t ion  of  the  event .

Museum en t ry  fees  a re  as  fo l lows  –
$10 .00  fo r  show cars  ( inc ludes  admiss ion  for  car  and  2  peop le)

$8 .00  for  genera l  admiss ion ,  Free  fo r  ch i ld ren  under  11!

Gates  open  a t  8 :00am  P icn ic  tab les  wi l l  be  ava i lab le .  
Pack  a  lunch  or  purchase  food  a t  the  Blue  Moon Diner .

To  ensure  tha t  we  have  adequate  corra l  pa rk ing ,  p lease
RSVP by  Wednesday  July  29 ,  2009  

. . .wi th  Your  Name,  Car  Year ,  Make  & Model ,  to
Amber  Door  o r  Jer ry  Arens  

616  340-0971 /  616  457-4515 /  Amdoor242@aol .com

See  you  a t  the  Museum!
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INAUGURAL WMR GOLF OUTING HOSTED BY ARNIE AXELROD

AUGUST 7,  2009     

Tee t ime 2PM 

courses in  the area.  

ho les  and those who wish may en joy  food and dr inks  a f ter  go l f .

To reserve,  p lease contact  me as  soon as poss ib le  to  conf i rm your  p lace.

2009 28th Street  Metro Cruise
August  28-29,  2009

Pol i sh  your  fenders ,  sh ine  up  your  chrome,  and  pu t  on  your  Ray-Bans . . . i t ’ s  t ime for  the  2009 
28th  S t ree t  Metro  Cru ise!

Jo in  your  fe l low PCA members  on  Fr iday  n ight ,  Augus t  28 th ,  6 :00  pm a t  Del ta  Impor ts .  We’ l l  
park  our  cars  a t  Del ta  a long  28th  S t ree t ,  en joy bra t s  and  burgers  provided  by  Del ta ,  and  
watch  a l l  the  cars  go  by.  La te r ,  we’ l l  fo rm a  parade  of  Porsches  as  we c ru ise  28 th  S t ree t  
ourse lves!

On Sa turday ,  PCA wi l l  have  a  paddock  a t  the  eas t  endpoint  o f  the  c ru i se  (Centerpoin te  Mal l ) .  
Br ing  your  lawn cha i r  and show of f  your  Porsche a t  the  PCA paddock!  Parking spaces  a re  $10  
each ,  and  PCA members  wi l l  be  congregat ing  around the  b ig  Porsche  f lag .  Contact  Dan 
Phi l l ips  a t  dphi l66@hotmai l . com,  or  the  Wyoming-Kentwood Chamber  of  Commerce 
(www.southkent .org)  to  reserve  a  park ing  spot !

More  in fo  to  come in  the  Augus t  Uber ,  and on h t tp : / /wmi .pca .org .  S tay  tuned!

Save the Date!
2009 Saunter  to the Shore

August  22,  2009

Get ready to  ro l l  th rough the southwest  Mich igan countrys ide in  August  to  the 
sandy shore of  Lake Michigan wi th  your  fe l low enthus iasts !

Bar ry  and Candis  Col l ick  are host ing what wi l l  su re ly  be another  memorable 
saunter  to  the b lue waters  of  Lake Michigan,  through some of  the most  
p icturesque Michigan roads you’ l l  f ind.  At  the end of  our  journey,  we’ l l  f ind 
ourse lves  at  a fabulous  lakes ide eatery for  d inner  and cocktai l s .  Don’t  miss  i t !
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GRAND PRIX OF GRATTAN DRIVERS’  EDUCATION EVENT
SEPTEMBER 18 ,  19 ,  20   2009

The event  i s  l imited to  80  Part ic ipants  –  15  Novice ,  65  Experienced –  REGISTER NOW!!

Grat tan  i s  one  of  the  f ines t  road  courses  in  Amer ica .   I t  i s  loca ted  only  20  minutes  nor theas t  o f  Grand  
Rapids .   The  2-mi le  course  i s  winding ,  h i l ly  and  has  a  complex  assor tment  of  a lmost  every  conce ivable  
corner  imaginable .   The  10  turns  inc lude  both  uphi l l  ascending  and  descending  rad ius  turns ,  a  f la t  ou t  
dog- leg  of f  the  160  degree  ha i r -p in  turn ,  a  h idden  apex ,  a  Monza  bowl ,  “S”  turns ,  and  even  a  downhi l l  
reverse-camber  turn .   I t  has  been  sa id  tha t  i f  you  can  mas ter  Gra t tan ,  you  can  dr ive  anywhere!   I t  a l so  
a l lows spec ta tors  the  mos t  v iewing  sur face  to  watch ,  wi th  90% of  the  race t rack  v is ib le  f rom one  sea t .   

I f  you  are  new to  road  courses ,  you  wi l l  exper ience  f i r s t -hand  how to  manage  your  h igh-per formance  
au tomobi le  in  a  cont ro l led ,  c losed  environment  and  acqui re  sk i l l s  tha t  wi l l  enhance  safer  vehic le  
opera t ion  in  everyday  dr iv ing  condi t ions .   Each  novice  wi l l  be  ass igned  an  ins t ruc tor  and  wi l l  be  a  
Dr ivers ’  School  Par t ic ipant .   

The  event  format  i s  as  fo l lows:

Friday ,  Sep tember  18  i s  se t  as ide  for  ADVANCED Drivers ’  Educat ion  only .   Pr ior  t rack  exper ience ,  
e i ther  a t  Gra t tan  or  o ther  t racks ,  i s  requi red .   NO EXCEPTIONS!   Novices  a re  welcome to  he lp  –  and  wi l l  
benef i t  f rom learn ing  more  about  the  t r ack .

Saturday ,  Sep tember  19  and  Sunday ,  Sep tember  21  wi l l  be  Dr ivers ’  Educa t ion  wi th  fu l l  ins t ruc t ion  and  
profess iona l  corner  worker  suppor t .   Novices  wi l l  begin  each  day  wi th  DRIVER’S SCHOOL before  
s ta r t ing  t rack  ac t iv i ty  wi th  ass igned  ins t ruc tors .   Sa turday  n ight ,  the  Western  Michigan Region  PCA  
inv i tes  you  to  jo in  us  for  a  TRACKSIDE BANQUET .

Sunday  Sep tember  01  wi l l  comple te  the  Dr iver ’s  Educat ion  ins t ruc t ion  a t  approximate ly  5 :00 .   No Time 
Tr ia l s  th i s  year .

Dur ing  luncht ime on  Sa turday  and  Sunday,  we  wi l l  have  low-speed  TOURING around the  t rack .   The  
“cos t”  i s  a  $20  donat ion ,  which  wi l l  be  g iven  100% to  the  des ignated  WMR Grat tan  Grand Pr ix  char i ty .   
Lunch i s  ava i lab le  a t  the  t rack  on  a l l  th ree  days .

Contac t :   Amber  Door ,  Regis t ra r
645  Summerse t  Dr ive

Jenison ,  MI  49428
Phone:   (616)  457-4515

Emai l :   Amdoor242@aol .com
Or:   www.Clubregis t ra t ion .ne t

Ques t ions :   Ted  Blackl idge ,  Chairman
Phone:   (616)  866-4143

Emai l :   sgrafex@char termi .ne t

SEE YOU AT THE TRACK IN SEPTEMBER!
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May Dinner Drive
Hosted John & Marshall Walters

What a sight to be seen on the last Saturday in May -- 17 Porsches
playing follow the leader through Barry county (with some initial looks

at the gathering point in Wayland).  While the day appeared to threaten
rain, we got lucky and ended up with a lovely day for a drive.

Unfortunately the dogwoods were beyond their peak, but the countryside
was lush and green (and some of the roads nice and windy!).  

After a 90 minute drive, the group was thirsty and hungry (and intact --
we didn't lose anyone!).  Sam's Joint was very accommodating, for the
group of 33, and took care of both of those problems (thirsty first, of

course!).  As is always the case with a club event, the conversation was
lively, as we caught up with each others activities over the past few

months.  John and I had a great time and hope that everyone else did, as
well. ~ Marshall 
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Gilmore Gathering

Well, the weather man said 30% chance of showers on wed. the 10th of June. 

 That was the scheduled day for our Dinner Drive to the Gilmore Car Museum, located in Hickory Corners. 

 As with most things in Michigan, wait a while and they will change - good thing in this case. The weather could not 
have been better.

 We had between 16 and 18 Porsches at the event and one Very Cool 1956 VW owned by long time PCA member 
Chuck Olenyk - he and his son Zack attended. The guard at the event asked why we let a VW park with all the 

Porsches and I told him it has a Porsche engine! (True story)

 There were all kinds of cars as Wed. night is cruise night and all the hot rods and all matter of wheeled fun mobiles 
show up.

 We even had a Stanly Steamer come rolling in! I have never see one in operation. It didn’t make a sound unless he 
was blowing off steam, literally.

 From 5:00 to 9:00 they sell Brats and burgers from the grill and you can get whatever kind of ice cream in the Blue 
Moon Diner, including a Root beer float!

 At 7:30 they had a 50/50 raffle and our own Greg Koenig won the raffle! He said he was going to tell his wife?

 If you were unable to attend Wed. night, I believe we are looking into attending the Red Barns Spectacular on 
August 1st.   Amber Door is looking into the particulars, so watch for upcoming announcements.

 If you have never been to the Gilmore Car Museum it is a fantastic setting, and having a Root Beer float @ the Blue 
Moon Diner with a bunch of car guys and gals is just good plain fun.~ Rick Riley
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PARTS FOR SALE 944 - Control 
A-arms, complete exhaust system 
with catalytic converter, brake 
rotors, calipers, torsion bars, coil 
over springs 400 lb, design 90 
wheels 7 x 8 x 16”, CV joints with 
new boots, oil coolers, steering 
wheel w/ air bag. 911- (930) 
complete exhaust system with 
exchangers, oil lines, lower front 
clip w/ driving lights ( black ) , 

transmission gear set (1st to 4th) , 
turbo charger, inter-cooler, shift 
lever, old style head lights.Parts 
are from 1989 944S2 and 1986 
911/930 and pricing is negotiable. 
Call Craig Ackeaman@aol.com.

1983 Porsche 930  -  Pear l  whi te ,  
87,600 mi les.  Very good 
condi t ion.  New par ts and 
updates by Bruce at   German 
Auto.  Pr iced at  $34,500.  Cal l  
Jack @ (231) 937-4392

HEATED ( l imited)  OR UNHEATED 
SPACE  -  for  your  car .  Unheated 
s torage is  $200 for  5 months 
($40/month) .  For  more in format ion,  
cal l  Bob or  Caro l   Fr iday (PCA 
members for  over 15 years)  a t  (616)  
863-9395 or  emai l :
b f r iday@char termi .net944T & 944T PARTS - 1986 944 Turbo 

coupe, stone gray/burg., koni 2-way cup-
car coilovers, M030 front sway bar, 
racer's edge bushings, camber plates, 
Lindsey Racing stage-3 heads, MAF, 
intake manifold & solid lifter/cam, larger 
turbo, chips, adj. air/fuel, 968 - 6 speed 
trans., 3 sets of wheels, roll bar, sparco 
racing seats and belts, fiberglass rear 
bumper $16,000 OBO. 944T parts: Front 
fiberglass fenders $250, Fiberglass hood 
$200, Fiberglass 924T LeMans real 
spoiler for 944T $200, Lexan rear hatch 
$500, Window net $50, 944T front brake 
calipers $60, 944T 5-speed trans. with 
cooler $600, SFR stage-3 turbo $900. 
Prices as listed, OBO. Ron Hendrick 
(616) 402-0362                         (NOV)

Class i f ied  Ad pr ic ing  for  3  month  
minimum:  
Free  for  Western Michigan  Region  
members .   
$5 .00  for  PCA non-reg ion members .   
$10  .00  for  non-PCA members .     
Edi tor  reserves  r ight  to  ed i t  ads .
P lease  send informat ion  and/or  checks  
to  Club  Treasurer .
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FOR SALE

July  2009

JUly 
Anniversaries

Jon & Mary Hinderer
10 Years

Duane & Brenda Weed
10 Years

1988 911 coupe.   Cass is  red,  
burgundy leather ,  sunroof ,  
c ru ise 16”  Fuchs.  122K mi les.   
Cal i forn ia  car  in  exce l lent  
condi t ion,  wi th $16K in recent  
maintenance,  inc luding 
complete valve job,  c lu tch,  
s t ruts  and t i res .   Or ig inal ,  
complete,  and in immaculate  
condi t ion.   $23,500,  obo.   Cal l  
Doug at  616-975-0242.

New Members

J im L indsay
Traverse Ci ty

’85 928S

Tom Dewi t t  & L inda 
Brown

Grand Rapids
86 911 cab

John & Ana Endres
Ada

’06 911 cab

Greg & Niko la Calahan
Grand Rapids

’87 911
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2009 ZONE 4 DRIVERS’ EDUCATION SCHEDULE

 Date    Track/Locat ion    Organizat ion

 Ju ly   3-5    Gingerman Raceway   Southeast  Mich igan 
 Ju ly  17-19     Putnam Park    Ohio Val ley Region
 Ju ly  28    Water ford Hi l ls     Ral ly  Spor t  Region
 August  1-2    Gingerman Raceway   Chicago Region
 August  13     Water ford Hi l ls     Southeast  Mich igan

August  22-23   Mid Ohio    Mid-Ohio Region
August  25    Water ford Hi l ls     Ral ly  Spor t  Region
September 10   Water ford Hi l ls     Southeast  Mich igan
September 18,19,20   Grat tan Raceway   Western Michigan Region
September 22   Water ford Hi l ls     Ral ly  Spor t  Region
September 26-27   Mid Ohio    Al legheny Region
October  16-1   Bluegrass Motorspor ts    Mid-Ohio Region

   
We’re  of f  and   runn ing   in  our   summer  Porsche  act iv i t ies .    The  Walters ’  
Dinner  Dr ive  at   the  end  of  May  was  a  beaut i fu l ,   sp i r i ted  dr ive   through  
the   ro l l ing  countrys ide  of   the  Yankee  Spr ings  area ,  end ing  up  with  a  
room   to  ourse lves  at  Sam’s   Jo int   in  Gun  Lake .  “Thanks”   to   John  and  
Marsha l l   ‐   I t  was  a  wonderfu l  way   to   spend  an  af ternoon.

We  a l so  extend  a  “Thank  You”   to  Rick  Ri ley  and  Kurt  Wurth   fo r  host ing  a  casua l  
Wednesday  even ing   in   June  at   the  Gi lmore  Car  Museum .     I t  was  wel l  at tended  by  our  
WMR  group  and  a l so  by  guests   f rom  SEM  and  Motors tadt .   I f  you  haven ’ t  been   to   the  
museum  –  ya  got ta  go!

Jus t   recent ly  we  converged  on   the   spectacu lar  home  of  Dave  &  Beth  Howard  on  Lake  
Lee lanau   for  our  annua l  Spr ing  Up   to  Traverse .    Over  60  Porsche  Peop le  met  at   the  
Mar ina  and   tood led  over   to  en joy   l unch ‐by ‐ the ‐water  at   the  newly   remode led  Apache  
Trout   res taurant ;  af ter  which  we  enjoyed  winding  our  way   through   the  gorgeous  
Lee lanau/Sut ton ’s  Bay  area  on  a  Fun  Run  Ra l ly ,  organ i zed  by  Greg  &  Kar lene  Curr ie .    
The  even ing  was  capped  of f  with  a  boat   r ide ,  catered  d inner  and   lo t s  and   l o t s  of  
en joyab le   soc ia l i z ing  with  old  and  new   f r iends .    Fo lks  came   f rom   fa r  and  wide   to  enjoy  
th i s  event  –   f rom   the  Canad ian  Soo   to  Bloomington   Ind iana!

Coming  up   in  our   t rave l s   through   the  many  act iv i t ies   the  c lub  of fers   throughout   the  
summer   i s   the  Gimmick  Ral l y ,  hosted  by  yours   t ru ly  on   Ju ly  11 t h .     I t ’ s  a  dr ive ,   i t ’ s  a  
cha l lenge ,   i t ’ s  a  meal  –  what  more  can  you  ask   for? !?

August   seems   to  be   s tack ing  up  as  our  bus ies t  month  with  a  Fami ly  P icn ic ,  Saunter   to  
the  Shore ,   the  Metro  Cru ise  and  –  new   th i s  year  –  a  go l f  out ing!    Check  out   the  
i n format ion   in   the  Uber  and  come   to  one   ‐  come   to  a l l !    

The  more  excuses   to  dr ive  your  Porsche ,   the  better ,   r ight?

R ight !    

Ted  Black l idge ,  Pres ident
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Stuttgart .  Dr.  Ing.  h .c .  F.  Porsche AG,  
Stut tgart ,  is  proudly present ing i ts  h is tory  
“ in  mot ion“ :  In  a  2  ½-f i lm “The Porsche 
Way“ ,  the Company presents i ts  ent i re 
h is tory f rom the ear ly  years  up to the 
present  day on one fu l l -coverage DVD. 
Star t ing wi th  the l i fe t ime achievements of  
Ferd inand and Ferry  Porsche,  the f i lm 
focuses in e ight  chapters  on the 
development  of  the famous sports  car  
manufacturer ,  proceeding f rom one 
decade to  the next .  “Th is  is  the f i rs t  t ime 
that  a car  maker is  presented so 
exhaust ive ly on a DVD”,  says Dieter  
Landenberger ,  the Director  of  the Porsche 
Archives.

The DVD is  based on the Arch ives 
Col lect ion wi th more than 5,000 hours of  
footage.  Taking most  impress ive scenes 
f rom the h is tory  o f  the Company,  the 
products and motorspor t ,  the DVD 
presents numerous f i lm ext racts  never  
seen before.  Several  outs tanding 
celebr i t ies of  former t imes a lso make an 
appearance in  the f i lm,  among them former 
rac ing dr ivers  such as Hans Herrmann,  
Eberhard Mahle,  and Paul  Ernst  St rähle  as 
wel l  as  former employees of  Porsche such 
as the “Engine King“  Hans Mezger or  Dr .  
Heinz Rabe,  former ly  the Di rector  of  the 
Porsche Socia l  Af fa i rs  Department .  As a 
fur ther  h ighl ight ,  the f i lm comes wi th 
music composed spec i f ica l ly  for  th is  DVD. 

“The Porsche Way“ f rom the Porsche 
Museum Edi t ion is  now avai lable in  
German and Engl ish a t  the Porsche 
Museum Shop .

Officers

President:  Ted Blackl idge

2753 13 Mi le  Rd
Rockford  MI  49341
T:  (616)  866-4143
E:  sgra fex@chartemi .net

Treasurer:  Amber Door

645 Summerset  Dr .
Jen ison MI  49341
T:  (616)  457-4515
E:  Amdoor242@aol.com

Secretary:  Brenda Hi ldon-
Kaempf
637 South  Shore Dr .
Ka lamazoo MI  49002
T:  (269)  370-9183
E:  blue911rsr@charter.net

V. President:  Dan Phil l ips

2676 Br iarwood Ct .  SE
Kentwood MI 49512
T:  (616)  281-2459
E:dph i l66@hotmai l .com
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Craftsmanship s ince 1957

ROB & SUE DEMING, Owners
PORSCHE CLUB MEMBERS SINCE  1987
2493 W. STATE RD.   HASTINGS, MI 49058 

PH. 269-945-2922                      FX. 269-945-0320

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 8:00 TO 5:30

SATURDAYS  BY APPOINTMENT
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED JUST OFF OF M-37 

NEXT TO THE HASTINGS AIRPORT

V i s a  a n d  M a s t e r  C a r d
a c c e p t e d

• FR EE  ES TI MA TE S

• INSURANCE CLAIMS

• GENUINE PARTS & AC CE SS OR IES

• ALL MAKES & MODELS

FOREIGN& DOMESTIC

•  OUTSTANDING RECORD OF 
 SATISFACTION

SERVICE, INC.

WWW.DEMINGSAUTOCOLLISION.COM

July 2009 Page 11

EURO AUTOWERKS,
INC.

Full Service Shop, Specializing in Service
of Porsche, Volkswagen, Audi, Mercedes, 

Saab, Honda and American Vehicles
A S E  M a s t e r  T e c h n i c i a n  
P C A  m e m b e r  s i n c e  1 9 7 4

U s i n g  t h e  l a t e s t  t e c h n o l o g y
Club Discount

$75.00/HOUR FOR
PCA MEMBERS

MENTION YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP TO 

RECEIVE 
DISCOUNT

We perform used car inspect ions.  We offer  p ick-up 
& de l ivery.  Cal l  today for rates.

“Gi f t  Cards Now Avai lable”

Located one mi le east  of  Bostwick Lake Inn on M-
44, or west of  Wabasis Rd. ,  on M-44

9240 Beld ing Rd. NE
(616) 874-7932

OPEN: Monday -  Fr iday 7:30am - 5:30pm

This  is  the  f i f th  year  for  P2O in  Oxford .   Last  
year  we hosted 396 Porsches  from 17  states  
and Canada.   This  year  we are  expect ing 
upwards  of  500 Porsches  to  adorn the  quaint  
br ick  streets  of  uptown Oxford,  Ohio  on 
Saturday July  25 t h .   

 

For  a  $25 per  car  entry  fee  (with $5 of  that  
going to  the American Cancer  Society) ,  each 
car  gets  an event  poster ,  T-shirt ,  and goodie 
bag.   In  addit ion,  throughout  the  day,  we wi l l  
be  awarding more than $3500 worth of  great  
door  prizes .   We wi l l  once  again have our  
‘people ’s  choice ’  car  show with awards  to  more 
than f i f ty  cars .   

 

For  more information about  Porsches2Oxford 
2009,  please v is i t  our  website  at  
www.porsches2oxford.com
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Chairpersons:

 Über Al les Editors:
 Ren Phi l l ips
 T:  (616)  281-2459
 E:  Renlopes@sbcglobal .net

 Advert ising:
 John Ki lgren
 T:  (616)  403-2953
 E:  jk i lg ren@
    c lark f inanc ia lgroup.com 

 Chief  Driving Instructor:
 Terry  Schieb le
 T:  (269)  329-1578
 E:  no39rsr@sbcglobal .net

 IROC Events:
 Ed Klunk
 T:  (773)  573-8765
 E:  hemisaurus@aol .com

 Safety:
 Cra ig  Ackerman
 T:  (616)  866-1905
 E:  Pcaackerman@aol .com

 Insurance Coordinator:
 Kur t  Wir th
 T:  (616)  956-0249
 E:  kur twi r th356@comcast .net

 Registrar:
 Amber  Door
 T:  (616)  457-4525
 E:  Amdoor242@aol .com

 WMR Enthusiast:
 L ina Spross
 T:  (616)  987-6419
 E:  er icn l ina@gmai l .com

 Web Master:
 Michael  Betz  (Webpage)
 Mmbetz@image-st ream.com

 Renee Krapp (Uber  Aces)
 E:  krappr@tr in i ty -heal th .com

 Membership:
 Jer ry  Arens
 T:  (616)  457-4515
 E:  f lybox911@aol .com

 Zone 4 Representat ive:
 Roy Wi lk inson
 T:  (330)  733-4813
 E:  Rwi lk5@sbcglobal .net

IROC I  Results
Motor~Stadt  Region

June 13,  2009 Spartan Speedway

Class Pl
ace

Car 
# Driver Car Region Time

S10-
M FTD 6 Ted Black l idge 997 Turbo WMR 41.248

P02-
M 1 8 Bi l l  Rober tson 914 2.0 MSR 55.339

P08-
M 1 9 Ike Lea 911 SC MSR 46.323

P09-
M 1 12 Col in  Carpenter 911 Carrera 3 .2L WMR 42.257

2 45 Ed Scot t 911 Carrera 3 .2L WMR 44.045

3 5 Patr ick  Senters 911 Carrera 3 .2L MSR 45.344

P15-
M 1 11 Raymon Gomez Boxster  S MSR 45.576

P16-
M 1 7 Jim Garner Cayman S 3.4L SEM 42.031

2 10 Terr i l  Whi tney 987 Boxster  S 
3 .4L MSR 43.223

3 3 Ed Klunk Cayman S 3.4L WMR 43.991

P17-
M 1 2 Gary For rest 928 MSR 45.787

Other 1 4 Mike Canary MINI  Cooper  S - 44.136

2 1 Wendel l  Hock ing VW Gol f - 52.660

FTD = Fastes t  T ime of  Day

Fastest  T ime in Seconds

IROC I

IROC I  was held at  the Spar tan Speedway,  on Saturday June 
13th,  and was hosted by the Motors tadt  reg ion -  the 1st  3  in ter-

reg ional  races.
Congratu la t ions to  a l l  our  winners ! !
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The club is preparing a gala celebration in honor of our 50th Anniversary, and we invite you to “save the date” for the 
upcoming festivities!

 When:   20th, 21st, and 22nd of August 2010 (Friday, Saturday, Sunday) [NOTE: DATE CHANGE!]

 Where:  Grand Rapids, Michigan

This event will be like a mini-Parade for our region, which will look a lot like this:

Friday, 20 August 2010:

 An Afternoon Drive on Beautiful Country Roads

 Casual Dinner

 Casual Drinks

Saturday, 21 August 2010:

 AM Concours

 Box Lunch

 Afternoon Gimmick Rally

 PM Cocktail Hour

 PM Banquet, with Special Guests

Sunday, 22 August 2010:

 AM “Cars & Coffee” (& Donuts!)

 A Drive on Beautiful Country Roads

 Casual Lunch & Farewell

Come celebrate with us! !  More detai l s  to come in future i ssues .  To volunteer  to help out with th is  
event,  p lease contact Dan Phi l l ips  at  (616) 281-2459.  With your  help,  i t  wi l l  be an event  to remember!

Save the date

Porsche Club of  Amer ica

Western Michigan Region

(The NEW Date.. . )

West  Michigan  Region  -  2009  Calendar  of  Events  (UPDATED)

J u l y   6  B o a r d  M e e t i n g    
   1 1  G i m m i c k  R a l l y  
        H o s t s :  T e d  &  G a b i    
    B l a c k l i d g e  
   2 5  P o r s c h e s  t o  O x f o r d ,  O h i o  
        H o s t s :  D a n  &  R e n    
    P h i l l i p s
   
A u g u s t   1  F a m i l y  P i c n i c  &  C o n c o u r s  
        H o s t s :  A m b e r  D o o r  &  J e r r y   
    A r e n s  
   3  B o a r d  M e e t i n g  
   7  W M R  1 s t  A n n u a l  G o l f  O u t i n g
    H o s t e d  b y  A r n i e  A x e l r o d
   2 2  D i n n e r  D r i v e  –  S a u n t e r  t o   
    t h e  S h o r e  -  H o s t s :  B a r r y  &   
    C a n d i s  C o l l i c k   
   2 8  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  M e t r o  C r u i s e   
    ( 2 8 t h  &  2 9 t h )  -  H o s t s :  D a n  &   
    R e n  P h i l l i p s

S e p t e m b e r  1 4  B o a r d  M e e t i n g       
   1 8 -  2 0   G r a t t a n  D r i v e r  E d u c a t i o n  
      1 2  D i n n e r  D r i v e  -  H o s t :  R a n d y   
    P o r t o l u r i

O c t o b e r  5  B o a r d  M e e t i n g        
   T B D  F a l l  C o l o r  T o u r  
       H o s t s :  P a u l  &  R e n e e  K r a p p
   1  -  4  P o r s c h e  E s c a p e  2 0 0 9  
    D a y t o n ,  O H
   
N o v e m b e r  2  B o a r d  M e e t i n g    
    ( 2 0 1 0  p l a n n i n g )  
   6  D i n n e r  D r i v e  -  H o s t s :  D u a n e  &  
    B r e n d a  W e e d  
 
D e c e m b e r  7  B o a r d  M e e t i n g        
   T B D  1 2 t h  A n n u a l  W M R  A p p e t i z e r   
    P a r t y  -  H o s t s :  T B D  
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Our Master  
mechanics  can handle 

anyth ing your  car  
needs from a “pre-
purchased” vehicle  

inspect ion or  
d iagnost ic  inspect ion 
to  a  complete  engine  
overhaul  or  rout ine 

tune-up.  Come in  for  
an est imate  today!  

1104 Portage Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49001

269-342-6994
COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP FOR 17 YEARS
HOURS: MONDAY— FRIDAY 7:30AM TO 6:00PM 

CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY

PORSCHE SPECIALISTS
Bosch Authorized Service Center.

We serv ices:
Acura,  Audi ,  BMW, 

Honda,  Lexus,
Mazda,  Mercedes,
Nissan,  Porsche,

Saab,  Toyota,
Volkswagen & 

Volvo.

February 2009

Joseph B.  White

Senior Editor
The Wall  Street  Journal

How Detroit 's  Automakers Went 
from Kings of  the Road to Road-
ki l l

JOSEPH B.  WHITE is  a  sen ior  ed i tor  
in  the Washington,  D.C. ,  bureau of  
The Wal l  St reet  Journa l .  A graduate  
o f  Harvard  Univers i ty ,  he has 
worked for  the  Journa l  s ince  1987,  
and for  most  o f  that  t ime he  covered 
the  auto  indust ry ,  serv ing as  Det ro i t  
bureau ch ie f  f rom 1998-2007.  He 
wr i tes  a  week ly  co lumn on the car  
bus iness  and the regu la to ry  and 
soc ia l  issues  that  sur round i t  fo r  the  
Journa l 's  on l ine and pr in t  ed i t ions,  
and cont r ibu tes new-car  rev iews to  
Smar tMoney magaz ine.  Mr .  Whi te  is  
co-author  (wi th  Pau l  Ingrass ia )  o f  
Comeback:  The Fa l l  and Rise o f  the 
Amer ican Automobi le  Indus t ry ,  and 
won the Pul i tzer  Pr ize fo r  repor t ing 
in  1993.

The fo l lowing is  adapted  f rom a 
speech de l ivered at  H i l l sda le  Col -
lege on  January  26,  2009,  a t  a  semi -
nar  on the  top ic ,  "Cars  and Trucks,  

Markets  and Governments , "  co-
sponsored by the Center  fo r  Con-
s t ruc t ive  A l ternat ives  and the Lud-
wig von Mises  Lecture Ser ies.  
Cont inued f rom June 2009 Uber :  

What to Bui ld?

The recent  spectac le  o f  the Dimin-

ished Three CEOs and the UAW 

pres ident  grove l ing before Con-

gress has us focused now on how 

Detro i t  has mishandled advers i ty .  A 

more impor tant  quest ion is  why 

they d id  so badly  when t imes were 

good.

Cons ider  GM. In  2000 Rick Wagon-

er ,  h is  sen ior  execut ive team, and a 

f lock o f  auto journa l is ts  je t ted o f f  to  

a  v i l la  in  I ta ly  for  a  seminar  on how 

the GM of  the 21st  century  was 

go ing to  look.  Wagoner  and h is  

team ta lked a lo t  about  how GM 

was go ing to  ga in  sa les and prof i t  

f rom a "network"  o f  a l l iances wi th 

automakers  such as Subaru,  Suzu-

k i ,  Isuzu,  and F ia t—automakers 

in to  which GM had invested capi ta l .  

They ta lked about  how they were 

go ing to  use the In ternet  to  turbo-

charge the company 's  per formance.  

And so on.  But  f ive years  la ter ,  a l l  

o f  th is  was in  ta t ters .  Much of  the 

capi ta l  GM invested in  i ts  a l l iance 

par tners  was los t  when the com-

pany was forced to  se l l  out  a t  d is-

t ressed pr ices.  F ia t  was the worst  

o f  a l l .  GM had to  pay F ia t  $2 b i l l ion 

to  get  out  o f  the deal—never  mind 

get t ing back the $2 b i l l ion i t  had 

invested up f ront  to  buy 20 percent  

o f  F ia t  Auto.  GM said  i t  saved $1 

b i l l ion a  year  thanks to  the Fia t  

par tnersh ip .  Obvious ly ,  whatever  

those ga ins were,  they d idn ' t  he lp  

GM become prof i tab le .

 Cont inued on next  page
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(cont inued f rom Page 14. . . )

At least  GM d idn ' t  use the cash i t  
ro l led up dur ing the 1990s boom to  
buy junkyards,  as Ford d id .  But  GM 
d id  see an oppor tun i ty  in  the money 
to  be made f rom sel l ing mor tgages,  
and p lunged i ts  GMAC f inanc ing 
operat ion aggress ive ly  in to that  
market .  Of  course,  GM d idn ' t  see 
the crash in  subpr ime mor tgages 
coming,  e i ther ,  and now GMAC is  
e f fec t ive ly  bankrupt .

GM's many cr i t ics  argue that  what  
they should  have done wi th  the 
money they spent  on UAW legacy 
costs  and bad d ivers i f ica t ion 
schemes was to  develop e lect r ic  
cars  and hybr ids ,  ins tead of  cont inu-
ing to  base the i r  U.S.  bus iness on 
the same large,  V8 powered,  rear-
wheel -dr ive formula they used in  the 
60s—except  that  now these vehic les  
were so ld  as SUVs instead of  mus-
c le  cars .  And indeed,  Det ro i t  d id  
depend too heav i ly  on p ickup t rucks 
and SUVs for  prof i ts .  But  they d id  so 
for  understandable reasons.  These 
were the vehic les  that  consumers 
wanted to buy f rom them. A lso,  
these were the vehic les that  govern-
ment  po l icy  encouraged them to  
bu i ld .

When gas was cheap,  b ig  gas-guz-
z l ing t rucks were exact ly  what  GM 
customers wanted.  Consumers d idn ' t  
want  Det ro i t 's  imi ta t ion Toyota Cam-
rys.  Toyota was bu i ld ing more than 
enough real  Camrys down in  Ken-
tucky.  GM made prof i ts  of  as much 
as $8,000 per  t ruck—and los t  money 
on many of  i ts  cars .  Federa l  fue l  
economy ru les in t roduced in 1975 
forced GM to shr ink i ts  cars  so that  
they could  average 27.5 mi les  per  
ga l lon.  GM d id  th is  poor ly .  
(Remember  the Chevy Ci ta t ion or  
the Cadi l lac  Cimarron?)  But  federa l  
laws a l lowed " l ight  t rucks"  to  meet  a  
lower  mi leage s tandard.  Th is  k ink in  
federa l  law a l lowed GM, Ford,  and 
Chrys ler  to  des ign innovat ive prod-
ucts  that  Amer icans c lamored to  buy 
when gas was cheap:  SUVs.  When 
Ford launched the Explorer ,  and GM 
la ter  launched the Tahoe and the 
upgraded Suburban,  i t  was the Jap-
anese companies that  were env ious.  
In  fac t ,  one reason why Toyota is  on 
i ts  way to  a loss for  2008—its  f i rs t  
annual  loss in  70 years—is  that  i t  
bu i l t  too many factor ies  in  the U.S.  
in  order  to  bu i ld  more SUVs and 
p ickups.

One i rony of  the current  s i tuat ion is  
that  the on ly  veh ic les  l ike ly  to  gener-

a te  the cash GM and the others  need 
r ight  now to  rebui ld  are the same 
gas-guzz lers  that  Washington no lon-
ger  wants  them to bu i ld .  Even New 
York  T imes  co lumnis t  Thomas Fr ied-
man has now come to  rea l ize that  you 
can ' t  ask Det ro i t  to  se l l  t iny ,  expen-
s ive hybr ids  when gasol ine is  under  
$2 a ga l lon.  We have two cont rad ic-
tory  energy po l ic ies :  The f i rs t  de-
mands cheap gas at  a l l  costs .  The 
second demands that  Det ro i t  should 
substant ia l ly  increase the average 
mi leage of  i ts  cars  to  35 or  even 40 
mi les per  gal lon across the board.  
How the Obama admin is t ra t ion wi l l  
square th is  c i rc le ,  I  don ' t  know.  

Thinking Anew

So now,  where are we? GM has be-
come Government  Motors .  Wi th the 
U.S.  Treasury  s tanding in  for  the Du-
Ponts  o f  o ld ,  GM is  go ing to  t ry  to  
re invent  i tse l f .  One chal lenge among 
many for  GM in  th is  process wi l l  be 
coming to terms wi th  the rea l i ty  that  
the U.S.  market  is  too f ractured,  and 
has too many vo lume manufacturers ,  
for  any one of  them to  expect  to  con-
t ro l  the k ind of  market  share and pr ic -
ing power  GM had in i ts  heyday.  
Today,  accord ing to  Wardsauto.com, 
there are ten fore ign-owned automak-
ers  wi th  U.S.  fac tor ies  that  assem-
bled 3.9  mi l l ion cars ,  p ickups,  and 
SUVs in  2007,  before auto demand 
began to  co l lapse.  That 's  more than 
Ford 's  and Chrys ler 's  U.S.  product ion 
combined.  

GM's e f for ts  to  c l ing to i ts  1950s 
se l f—wi th the o ld  S loanian ladder  
brands of  Chevy,  Pont iac,  Buick,  and 
Cadi l lac ,  p lus  Saturn,  Saab,  Hummer,  
and GMC—have led i ts  management  
in to  one dark  wood of  er ror  a f ter  an-
other .  S ince 2001,  GM's market ing 
st ra tegy has come down to  a s ing le 
idea:  zero percent  f inanc ing.  Th is  
was the automot ive vers ion of  the 
addic t ive,  easy cred i t  that  u l t imate ly  
dest royed the hous ing market .  Cut -
ra te  loans,  o f fered to  decreas ing ly  
credi t -wor thy buyers ,  propped up 
sa les and delayed the day of  reckon-
ing.  But  i t  d idn ' t  de lay i t  long enough.  
The house of  cards began tumbl ing in  
2005,  and I  would  say i t  has now co l -
lapsed fu l ly .

Between 1995 and 2007,  GM man-
aged to  earn a  cumulat ive to ta l  o f  
$13.5 b i l l ion.  That 's  three- tenths of  
one percent  o f  the to ta l  revenues 
dur ing that  per iod of  more than $4 
t r i l l ion—and those are nominal  do l -
lars ,  not  ad justed for  in f la t ion.  Be-
tween 1990 and 2007,  GM lost  a  

combined to ta l  o f  about  $33 b i l l ion.  
The s ix  unprof i tab le  years  wiped out  
the ga ins f rom 12 prof i tab le  years ,  
and then some.  But  o ld  habi ts  d ie  
hard.  Wi th in  hours  o f  c l inch ing a $6 
b i l l ion government  ba i lout  las t  month,  
GMAC and GM were back to  promot-
ing zero- in terest  loans.

Dur ing the 1980s and 1990s,  GM's 
leaders  refused—and I  be l ieve some 
st i l l  re fuse—to accept  the rea l i ty  o f  
the presence of  so many new auto-
makers in  the U.S.  market ,  more than 
at  any t ime s ince the 1920s.  Th is  
hard t ru th  means the company 's  U.S.  
market  share going forward isn ' t  go-
ing to  return to  the 40 percent  levels  
o f  the mid-1980s,  or  the 30 percent  
leve ls  o f  the 1990s,  or  even the mid-
20 percent  leve ls  we have seen more 
recent ly .  One th ing to  watch as GM 
t r ies  to  rest ructure now wi l l  be what  
assumpt ions the company makes 
about  i ts  share oaf  the U.S.  market  
go ing forward.  I f  they ca l l  for  any-
th ing h igher  than 15 percent ,  I  would  
be suspic ious.

Since a l l  o f  you are now par t  owners 
o f  th is  enterpr ise,  I  would urge a l l  o f  
you to  pay c lose at tent ion,  s ince 
what 's  about  to  unfo ld has no c lear  
precedent  in  our  nat ion 's  economic 
h is tory .  The c losest  para l le ls  I  can 
see are Renaul t  in  France,  Volkswa-
gen in  Germany,  and the var ious 
s ta te-cont ro l led Chinese automakers.  
But  none of  these companies is  as 
large as GM, and none of  these com-
panies is  exact ly  a  model  for  what  
GM should want  to  become.  

As I  have t r ied to suggest ,  i t ' s  hard 
enough for  profess ional  managers 
and technic ians—who have a c lear  
prof i t  mot ive—to run an enterpr ise as 
complex as a g lobal  car  company.  
What  wi l l  be the fa te  o f  a  quas i -na-
t iona l ized enterpr ise whose "board of  
d i rectors"  wi l l  now inc lude 535 mem-
bers o f  Congress,  p lus var ious agen-
c ies o f  the Execut ive Branch? As a 
proper ty  owner  in  suburban Detro i t ,  I  
can on ly  hope for  the best .

“Repr inted by permission from 
Imprimis,  a  publ icat ion of  Hi l lsdale 

Col lege.”



W E S T E R N  M I C H I G A N  R E G I O N  O F  T H E  
P O R S C H E  C L U B  O F  A M E R I C A

C/O Ren Phillips
2676 Briarwood Court SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49512

HERE THEY ARE -  YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO 
HAVE YOUR VERY OWN WMR PCA NAME 

TAG:

About ÜÜÜÜber Alles

Porsche Über Alles is the official 
publication of  the Western 
Michigan Region Porsche Club of  
America, Inc. It is a non-profit 
organization registered with the 
state of  Michigan and issued 
monthly. Statements and opinions 
appearing herein are those of  the 
author and do not necessarily 
represent the official position of  
WMR/PCA, PCA, it’s officers or 
members. The editor reserves the 
right to edit all material for 
publication and to publish on the 
material which it felt to be in the 
best interest of  the region and 
PCA. Permission is granted to 
reprint, providing credit will be 
given to the author, WMR, 
Porsche Über Alles,  and provided 
that copyright is not involved, 
return copy of  the article when 
published would be appreciated.
Subscriptions for non-members 
are $18.00/yr.
Deadline for advertising and new 
articles is on the 10th of  the 
month prior to publication.
Please send information to:
Ren Phillips 
Renlopes@sbcglobal.net
2676 Briarwood Ct., Kentwood MI 
49512 
T: (616) 281-2459

Cost  for  each are $4.00.  Contact  Ted Black l idge a t  
sgrafex@chartermi.net. to place an order. 
Plus $1 per tag for shipping, if necessary.

The name tags have magnet ic  fasteners to  prevent  nasty  holes in  
your  fabu lous Porsche appare l .


