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We specialize in Service and
Restoration for your Porsche!

Tim Thatcher,
ASE-Certified Master Technician
PCA member since 1974

Our full-service shop can take care of your:

Porsche • Audi • VW • Mercedes-Benz • BMW
Saab • Volvo • Honda • Nissan • Toyota

American vehicles

Club member discount on labor rates:
   $75/hr for Porsche and all German vehicles
   $65/hr for all other vehicles

AUTOWERKS
EURO

INC.

9240 Belding Rd NE
Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 874-7932
www.euroautowerks.com

Open Mon-Fri 8-5:30
Pickup and Delivery Service
Available, please call for details!
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Owned by Rob & Sue Deming, 
PCA Members since 1987

2493 W. State Rd.
Hastings, MI 49058
Ph. (269) 945-2922
Fax (269) 945-0320

www.demingsautocollision.com

Along with our collision services, 
we also offer professional detailing. 
Would you prefer ‘Joe Wax-a-lot’ 
and a dirty towel, or an expert paint 
technician using the highest-quality 
products and equipment?Approved & Preferred

Certified

Technicians

Hagerty Insurance approved/preferred repair facility.•	
Two i-Car certified technicians, each with 10 to 15 •	
years of experience, repairing all makes & models, 
foreign & domestic.
We also repair aircraft, motorhomes, cargo and •	
travel trailers, and other recreational vehicles.
Restoration services available.•	
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President’s Letter

Upcoming Events: July
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Upcoming Events: August

WMR Calendar + Zone 4 & 
National Calendar

In Review: Memorial Day 
Weekend + Spring-Up

Annual Grand Prix of Grattan 
DE Event

June Meeting Minutes

Classifieds

2007 BMW 650i COUPE – Ok, it’s not a Porsche…but please help your club president get back into one so we can be a 2 
Porsche family again… Gorgeous dark Monaco Blue 6-series coupe with light beige interior and only 50k miles. 360 hp 
4.9l V-8 with 6-speed Steptronic can achieve a silent 27 mpg on the highway. Sport package, cold-weather package, Logic 7 
premium audio, and as Q might say, “…all the usual refinements.” Available Blizzak snow tires on BMW rims, extra BMW 
floormats, and other goodies for extra cost. A very fast, great-handling, and beautiful car. Asking $35,000. Contact Dan 
Phillips at (616) 281-2459 or email dphil66@hotmail.com. 		  (June 2011)

1989 PORSCHE 911 CABRIOLET – Red, new black top, 5-speed. Professionally maintained, great condition, 64k miles. 
$27,000. VIN is WPOEBO913KS170582. Call Dave Cramer (616) 822-3348 (mobile), (616) 534-0550 (work), or email 
Dave@DrDaveCramer.com.	 (June 2011)

1987 PORSCHE 911 TURBO CABRIOLET – Factory slant-nose (one of 216 real 505 factory built and documented), pris-
tine all-original condition, black on black, with Porsche certificate of authenticity. Contact Frank Berris at (616) 887-0956 
or email fgberris@americango.biz	 (July 2011) 

1986 PORSCHE 944 – Guards Red. 143,500 miles. 2nd owner (purchased in 1989). Engine rebuilt by Porsche-certified me-
chanic at 82,725 miles (10.1995). Great-sounding and nice-looking car is improved and very competitive in autocross. Turbo 
front end with electrics. Expertly maintained by Claudio at FCS. Porsche Evaluation Committee says $10,710 is average 
price, asking $9,000. Call Michael Betz at (616) 460-8880 or email mmbetz@image-stream.com.		  (Oct 2010)

1985-1/2 PORSCHE 944 - Great 1st Porsche and beginning autocross or track car. Roll bar, Dino steering wheel, Recaro 
driver’s seat, 17” Cup wheels with Kumho Cector Racer tires. 5-point harnesses plus stock belts. HD springs & swaybars, 
Koni adjustable shocks, more. Asking $6,000 OBO. Contact Jim Morgan at (574) 457-2044 or email jimandjudi@hoosier-
link.net.	 (Michiana Region PCA)		 (May 2011)

1983 PORSCHE 911 SC CABRIOLET – Burgundy/Black with only 55,000 miles. Stainless Steel headers/muffler; Kuehl 
A/C Upgrade (really works!); H4 lights, K&N, front Carrera spoiler, new AM/FM/CD w/IPOD/MP3 hookup, power an-
tenna; lots of new parts and stuff. No Rust–No Race–No wrecks. Looks and runs great. Asking $23,000 OBO. Contact Jim 
Morgan at (574) 457-2044 or email jimandjudi@hoosierlink.net.		  (Michiana Region PCA)		 (Jul 2011)

1977 PORSCHE 911S – Previous PCA member owned with lots of service records. White with black Recaro seats. Nice 
daily driver or entry level Porsche. Priced aggressively at $11,900. Pics and more info at www.wheelzinc.com. Call Christo-
pher Hoexum at (616) 813-2175 (mobile), (616) 285-3308 (work), or email chris@wheelzinc.com.     (June 2011)

911MAX MULTI-CHIP – Fits 1984-1989 Porsche 911. Multiple mappings, including Stock, 93 Octane, Valet (3,000 RPM 
limit) and No-Start, easily modifiable via an external switch. Fully customizable with optional software. Works with either 
24 or 28-pin DMEs. $200 o.b.o. Call Greg Calahan at (616) 617-0369 or email greg@cerulean-group.com.     (June 2011)

FOR FREE – Two Dunlop SP Sports, 255-40-ZR 17, never mounted, excellent condition, $FREE. Also, a Porsche 993 roll 
bar by Heigo of Germany, bolt-in/no drilling required, $FREE. Moving to Scottsdale, AZ and these items won’t go with us! 
I hope they find a good home. Contact Dave Reid at (517) 667-9943 or email dreid993@comcast.net.	 (June 2011)

FOR SALE – Magazines, most issues of: Panorama 2002-2009, Excellence 2003-2010, and the Uber newsletter 1990-2009. 
Make an offer, proceeds will be donated to charity. For more info contact Eric Spross (616) 706-4421 or email ericpca911@
yahoo.com.	      (Apr 2011)

AUTO DETAILING SERVICE – References available. Call or e-mail Eric at Professional Car Appearance, LLC, (616) 
706-4421 or ericpca911@yahoo.com.	 (Feb 2010)

Classifieds
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Members must contact editor to renew. Editor reserves right to edit ads. Please refer to fee schedule and specifics on page 3. On the Cover:  Martini Racing ‘Hippie’ colors; Porsches at the Edsel & Elenor Ford Home in Grosse Pointe, May 2010; Photo by Dan Phillips



Vom Schreibtisch des Präsidenten

Dan Phillips
President, Western Michigan Region		 A Special TechSpalte: Tires for your Porsche

134

Secretary:
   Brenda Hildon-Kaempf
   637 South Shore Dr.
   Kalamazoo, MI 49002-6942 
   (269) 370-9183
   blue911rsr@charter.net
      1995 Porsche 993 ‘The Beast’

Treasurer:
   Amber Door
   645 Summerset Dr.
   Jenison, MI 49428-7938
   (616) 457-4515
   amdoor242@aol.com
      1984 Porsche 911 Coupe

President:
   Dan Phillips
   2676 Briarwood Ct SE
   Kentwood, MI 49512-9084
   (616) 281-2459
   dphil66@hotmail.com
      1998 Porsche Boxster ‘Ruby II’

Vice President:
   John Walters
   2578 Selkirk Lake Dr
   Shelbyville, MI 49344-9525
   (269) 672-5055
   jwalters@wmis.net
      1988 Porsche 911 Coupe

Officers

WMR Meeting Minutes,
06 June 2011

Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, June 6, 2011 – Meeting was called to order by Dan Phillips at 7:08 pm. Members present 
were: Dan Phillips, Amber Door, Jerry Arens, Rick Riley, Juergen Lohrke, Marshall Walters, Kurt Wirth, Arnie Axelrod

Minutes:  Minutes from May meeting approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  Approved. 

Membership Report:  228 Primary Members, 178 Affiliate Members – total 406. New Members – 1 Transfers In – 0. 
Transfers Out – 1. Non renewals – 8  Renewals – 18

Über Alles Editor’s Report: Delta with new add content. Have multiple options for cover photos submitted by Member-
ship.

Advertising Report:  no new issues.

Webmaster’s Report: The site is averaging 275 visitors a month. They view – on average – 650 pages each month. Over 
the past year, the majority of viewers – 76.25% – not surprisingly start on our home page. The 2nd highest viewership 
is the “Driving” page. That’s a jumping-off point to information about IROC, Grattan, and other competitive driving 
events. A close 3rd was the Member List. Apparently, members are using this quite frequently to connect with other 
members. Who knew?

A notice has been added to our home page encouraging people to check their email addresses to see that they are still 
current, and to consider adding their contact information if they are not on the list.

The site is currently just shy of 650 pages. Somehow, we’ve crammed 8,300 images onto those pages. There are 14,800 
hyperlinks for navigating the site; all but 100 of them are internal for navigating our site.

Insurance Report: Insurance for Spring Up is completed. Grattan event insurance pending

Old Business:
Enthusiast of the Year Trophy – Projecting for completion July/Aug pending design changes with budget limitations.•	
Goodie Store – Online store no longer available.  Looking into another avenue to provide members access to WMR •	
PCA logo apparel. Further information to come.
Bylaws – working to have updated Bylaws for vote by membership at the November Meeting•	

New Business:
Spring Up Planned for June 18th•	
Gilmore Event on June 22nd•	
28th Metro cruise – Working on planning event at Delta on Friday night. More information to come.•	
Regional events – will try to get blasts out for those who may be going and may want to travel together – P2O, Pa-•	
rade, Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix
Friday 9/9/11 – Golf Outing•	
Grattan Registration is now Open – as of 5/30/11•	

Meeting was adjourned at 8:01 pm

Respectfully submitted by Amber Door

Several people have asked me lately about tires for their Porsches, and I wanted to give a quick primer.

First, Porsche owners need to understand N-specification tires. Porsche works with tire companies side-by-side during a 
vehicle’s development to tune the vehicle to a specific tire, and vice-versa. Tires that have gone through a full product de-
velopment process and meet Porsche’s standards for durability, noise, hydroplaning resistance, high-speed handling, and 
so forth are given an N-rating. The first generation of a new tire design would be designated N-0. A new version of the 
same tire that has been re-certified would recieve an N-1 designation, and so on for each new generation of a given tire 
design. Tires without an N-rating will work on your car, but they may not meet Porsche’s exacting performance standards, 
nor will they be tuned to work as harmoniously with your vehicle. Tire manufacturers adjust materials and construction 
during the development process, including subtle changes to tread compounds, and they may actually sell the ‘exact’ 
same tire both with and without the designation - and there will be differences between them.

While it’s recommended that you use N-rated tires, it’s not mandatory. So what works best? In my personal opinion, 
Michelin N-rated tires are simply the top of the heap - they score highly in all categories. Pirellis are great tires, but they 
tend to wear a bit more quickly for some reason. Bridgestones, Continentals, and Yokohamas are a good bet, but I’ve 
found that Kumho tires would wear strangely on the Boxster, giving off lots of noise and vibration toward the end. A 
great value for us has been the German-made Dunlop SP9000. These have been great tires for us, with outstanding wet 
handling, noise, wear, and traction characteristics, and only $200 each for rears vs. $300 for Michelins or Pirellis.

Lastly, have your alignment checked and tuned as necessary. My 996 C4 had a -1.0 deg camber spec (+/- 0.5 deg), which 
gave instant response, but chewed up the inside edges fast. I had the dealer re-align the rears from -2.0 deg to -0.5 deg 
(min but within spec), and my tire life went from 6,000 miles to about 15,000 miles with the same driving habits. That’s 
still an expensive oil change for a 996, but at least I didn’t smell burning rubber every time I got out of the car anymore.
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115 Courtland St,
Rockford, MI 49341

(616) 866-9200
(800) 254-2831

billfegeljr@sbcglobal.net

Ted Blacklidge says,

“The William L. Fegel Insurance Agency is family 
owned and has taken care of my  business, my cars, 
and my family insurances with expertise and friendly 
customer service for over 20 years. They are a local 
agency and can handle all of your insurance needs.”

Ted is a long-standing member and past President of 
Porsche Club of America, Western Michigan Region. 

Über Alles Editor:
   Dan Phillips
   (616) 281-2459
   dphil66@hotmail.com

Webmeister:
   Michael Betz
   wmi.pca.org
   mmbetz@image-stream.com

Interim Advertising Co-Chair:
   Ted Blacklidge
   (616) 866-4143
   sgrafex@chartermi.net

Interim Advertising Co-Chair:
   John Walters
   (269) 672-5055
   jwalters@wmis.net

Chief Driving Instructor:
   Terry Schieble
   (269) 329-1578
   no39rsr@sbcglobal.net

AutoCross Event Chair:
   Duane Weed
   (231) 937-4867
   duane@dwvideo.com

Safety Chair:
   Craig Ackerman
   (616) 866-1905
   pcaackerman@aol.com

Historian & Insurance Coordinator:
   Kurt Wirth
   (616) 956-0249
   kurtwirthsc356@comcast.net

Membership Chair:
   Jerry Arens
   (616) 457-4515
   jdarens62@aol.com

Registrar:
   Amber Door
   (616) 457-4525
   amdoor242@aol.com

WMR Enthusiast:
   Lina Spross
   (616) 987-6419
   ericnlina@gmail.com

Zone 4 Representative:
   Ron Carr
   (740) 967-6027
   zone4rep@embarqmail.com

Chairpersons

Upcoming Events: July Dinner Drives

09 Jul

10 Jul

PORSCHE DESIGN

MODEL 8432

CASCADE OPT ICAL

6740 CASCADE ROAD

GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49546

PHONE 942 9886

quarter color_3.5x4.75  11/6/10  5:17 PM  Page 1

Foreign Car Services, Inc.
1104 Portage Street 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

(269) 342-6994

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE AND 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP SINCE 1987. 
HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY, 7:30AM TO 
6:00PM, CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY

PORSCHE SPECIALISTS 
Bosch Authorized Service Center

Our Master Mechanics can 
handle anything your car 
needs, from a “pre-pur-

chase” vehicle inspection 
or diagnostic inspection, to 
a complete engine overhaul 
or a routine tune-up. Come 

in for an estimate today!

We Service:
Acura, Audi, BMW, 

Honda, Lexus, Mazda, 
Mercedes, Nissan, 

Porsche, Saab, Toyota, 
Volkswagen & Volvo. 

Ed. Note:  Ok, so we tried again to have a couple of DD’s surrounding the ALMS series races in July, but ESPN2’s 
broadcast schedule is trying to wreck our plans. Due to host availability, reservations and plans already made, and 
ESPN’s schedule, we’re keeping the July 9 evening DD in place, and moving the Sunday drive to the 10th instead. 
I know, two days in a row, but at least we get to watch one Porsche race together this year... Here are the revised 
details, we hope you’ll be able to join us for one, preferrably both!		  (www.americanlemans.com)

July Dinner Drive to Old Boys’ Brewhouse in Spring Lake
	 Host:  Randy Portoluri

It’s time for our annual dinner drive for July. We will be going to Old Boy’s Brewhouse in Spring Lake, 
which we enjoyed last year so much we decided to go again. We will meet at the Coopersville park & ride 
at exit 16 off I-96 at 3:30 pm, and leave by 4:00 pm. We will take a short drive through the Spring Lake 
area and arrive to Old Boys’ (on M-104 in Spring Lake, just before the turn onto 32 leading into Grand 
Haven) by 5:00 pm. We will be outside on the patio to enjoy some warm summer air, weather permitting. 
The evening’s live entertainment will be acoustic guitarist and singer Lukas Pederson. We hope to see you 
there! We had so much fun last year... So please let us know if you can come, just call Randy at (616) 842-
9266 or email rportoluri@charter.net. Looking forward to seeing you there!

Celebrating the American LeMans Series (ALMS) at The Score on Northland Drive
	 Hosts:  Dan & Ren Phillips and Jerry Broersma

Let’s meet in the parking lot of Forest Hills East High school at 11:30 am on 
Sunday, July 10th, located at 2200 Pettis Ada, MI 49301. We’ll take a short 
drive through the beautiful countryside east of the Beltline, and arrive at The 
Score (5301 Northland Drive NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525) between 12:45 
and 1:00 pm. The race starts at 1:00 pm on ESPN2, and we’ll enjoy the best 
wings (and company) the city has to offer!
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Upcoming Events: August
06 Aug

13 Aug

13 Aug

Gilmore Car Museum Red Barn Spectacular & Porsche Car Corral
	 Hosts:  Amber Door & Jerry Arens

WMR PCA will again be joining over 500 other car enthusiasts for the annual Red 
Barn Spectacular. This event is billed as West Michigan’s ‘Grand Daddy’ of antique, 
classic and special interest car show. The event includes a swap meet, food booth, 
judge’s concours and people’s choice concours.

The Porsche Club will have a car corral at the event located on the north end of the track (located on the 
west side of the museum grounds). You may also enter your 1980 and older Porsche in the People’s choice 
category. (Feeling the need for detail – enter it in the Judges Choice category,open for 1983 and older 
vehicles! You must register separately for this portion of the event.) Fees are $15.00 for show cars (includes 
admission for car and 2 people), free for children under 11

The organizers of the event would like a car count in order to provide us adequate corral parking, so please 
RSVP by Wednesday August 3, 2011 to Amber Door at Amdoor242@aol.com.

	 Date & Time:	 06 August 2011, all day; 9:00 am general admission, gates open at 7:00 am
	 Location:	 Gilmore Car Museum, 6865 Hickory Road, Hickory Corners, MI 49060

Grattan Registration is OPEN!!

Sign up today for the WMR-PCA annual Drivers Education event to be 
held at Grattan Raceway – September 10 and 11. REGISTRATION IS 
OPEN at CLUBREGISTRATION.NET. This will be a two-day event at 
our favorite home track. We will have several instructors available for 
the new DE drivers and I promise you a rewarding experience. You can 
not appreciate the Porsche feel until it is on the closed circuit of a track 
like Grattan.  

For those of you who wish to participate in DEs and Autocrosses this 
summer, I recommend you contact your insurance company regarding 
coverage. It appears that coverage from most companies is rare. Auto-

cross is usually very safe and I would not be concerned about hurting your car. Drivers Education events have a higher 
potential for incidents; however, in the 9 years I 
have participated in DEs (over 20 track days), not 
only have I not had a car-damaging event, but I 
have not even witnessed one. DE events are safe 
because we have very strict rules that must be 
followed.

If you want added insurance coverage for your 
car, please go to www.pcahpdeins.locktonaffin-
ity.com for information on single event coverage.

Ted Blacklidge, Driver Education Chairman

Now on DVD!
WMR PCA’s 50th Anniversary 

DVD is now available!
Cost is $15 each, free shipping! More info at 
wmi.pca.org. Please make your check payable 
to Duane Weed, and send your order to:

DW Video & Multimedia
5510 Maple Hill Road
Howard City, MI 49329
(231) 937-5420
www.dwvideo.com

Our 50th anniversary 
weekend captured on 
DVD, professionally 
produced and edited. 
Includes interviews, 

history, and more! Get 
yours today!!

10% OFF PARTS FOR 
PORSCHE CLUB MEMBERS!

Routine maintenance to track proven upgrades•	
Outstanding customer service•	
State of the art diagnostic equipment•	
ASA master certified technicians•	
Free shuttle service•	
Conveniently located near downtown Grand •	
Rapids

Serving the West Michigan Porsche  
community for over 30 years! 

(800) 260-8000
www.germanautoltd.com

1014 Scribner NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

Inaugural Downtown Kalamazoo Car Fest (non-PCA event)

Downtown Kalamazoo’s inaugual CarFest invites owners to display their specialty 
cars of all kinds, side-by-side, throughout downtown Kalamazoo. Hundreds of cars are 
anticipated and a full schedule of family fun activities is planned.

Fill out a registration form describing your car, request your favorite display area, and 
pay the $10 registration fee, at www.CarFestKzoo.com or call Downtown Kalamazoo, 
Inc. at (269) 344-0795.

Downtown Kalamazoo is perfect for our amazing community of automotive enthusiasts to enjoy a festival 
of their own. Be a participant of this inaugural event, which we hope will become an annual downtown 
Kalamazoo tradition.

To be held on Saturday, August 13. Sign-in begins at 7 a.m. on South Street. Cars will fill out seven down-
town Kalamazoo areas including Bronson Park, Arcadia Creek Festival Place, Kalamazoo Mall (Water 
Street to Lovell), Arcadia Creek Walkway, St. John’s Place and Academy and Church Streets. Cars will be 
on display from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Security will be provided from 8 to 11 p.m. so CarFest participants can 
enjoy Kalamazoo’s wonderful stores and restaurants.

German Auto Open House (non-PCA event)       http://www.germanautoltd.com/Home/Open_House.aspx

	 German Auto Service invites you to our third annual open house and car show. The event will take 
place on Saturday August 13th 2011 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm at our Grand Rapids facility. We will be 
hosting a car show again as part of the open house. We had 30+ registered vehicles and quite a few others 
who arrived too late to be voted on. Any European car is welcome so tell all your VW/Audi/BMW/Mer-
cedes/Porsche/Volvo/Saab/Whatever friends. If you’d like to enter your car in the show, be sure to pre-reg-
ister by emailing us at benz@germanautoltd.com.
	 The entire event will also be 100% free. There is no cost to participate in the show, spectate or for 
food. (We will be grilling up some lunch for everyone) The community has been good to GAS over the 
years. This is our opportunity to give back. In addition, there will be door prizes and a raffle.
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Upcoming Events: August

New Members:	 	 Willkommen!

	 James Woodruff - Richland, MI
		  2004 Porsche 911

July Anniversaries:	Glückwünsche!

1 year (2010)	  
	 Frank Berris
	 Jeffrey Bowen & John Hoekstra
	 Theo Miller

5 years (2006) 
	 Terry & Kathy Blosl
	 Dale & Cindy Siekman

20 years (1991) 
	 Peter & Dorothy Bax
	 Bill & Libby McKee

Text & Photos by Len Gawron			   Memorial Day Weekend, 2011

In Review: The Henry & Edsel Ford Experience

Our on-time departure Friday enabled us to arrive at The Walter P. Chrysler Museum 
in Auburn Hills at the appointed hour. The Museum is unique to others as it includes 
3 levels with cars representing specific periods placed on each. While the upper two 
floors showed the beauty of the early Chrysler, Dodge and Plymouth products which 
captivated the ladies, it was clearly the historic racing cars from the 1920’s forward that 
captured the hearts of the men in this group. Following the short drive to Dearborn, we 
checked into The Dearborn Inn (DI), and quickly found the beautifully redecorated and 
well-stocked bar. Dinner called and we motored to Chelsea and The Common Grill, 
where fresh seafood is their specialty. Each of our dinner selections was fantastic as 
were the many wine offerings. Afterwards, it was back to the DI and after dinner cock-
tails – told you we liked the bar!

Saturday morning came too quickly and after a quick breakfast at the DI we found ourselves on a bus to 
Ford’s Rouge Plant, where they build F-150. The tour began with informative video presentations that shook 
the floors, rattled our chairs and left the room full of factory smells and steam – awesome! Once back we 
drove to The Edsel & Eleanor Ford Home in Grosse Pointe. There we enjoyed a catered luncheon and em-
barked on a tour of the home and grounds. It quickly became evident that Edsel was not cast in his father’s 
image. Edsel’s love for style and art grew from his years of travel throughout the world and the design, archi-
tecture and decoration of his home and grounds boldly reflected this. (Ed. - It was truly a sensory overload of 
priceless art and antiques!) Michael Betz asked and was granted permission for us to gather our Porsches at 
the inside of the arched entry. The cover photograph captures this one-time event beautifully.

On our return to the DI and the by now obligatory pre-dinner cocktail hour, we found ourselves again travel-
ing to dinner. This evening we navigated the damp streets of Ann Arbor and arrived at The Gandy Dancer. 
Despite the over anxious college valets, a few of us parked our own cars and endured the only rainfall of 
the weekend. Another fine meal, seafood their specialty and how did they manage to prepare each entre so 
perfectly and serve each at the same moment? It was a truly memorable dinner with delightful friends and 
conversation.

Sunday began with the DI’s reservation for our group at their outstanding breakfast buffet. The weekend 
ended with friends departing, and tours of Greenfield Village and the Henry Ford Museum. This was a won-
derful weekend without obligation to spring chores and such. We hope you will consider traveling with us 
next June when we will travel again, perhaps over an extended weekend to the many Vineyards surrounding 
the Niagara region and city of Niagara On The Lake in Ontario! 

Dozens of Porschephiles converged on Traverse City last Father’s Day weekend for the 21st annual Spring-Up to Traverse. 
This year’s event was uniquely free-form, where after a short drive, we were given free reign to enjoy this gorgeous part of 
Michigan on our own terms. Some opted for shopping in Suttons Bay or Leland, others visited the lighthouses or beaches, 
some hit the casino, while others visited some of the many wineries in the area. At the end of the day, Denny and Joyce 
Weise did a wonderful job of hosting a first-class event at their beautiful home on the Mission peninsula. A lot of laughter, 
good food, and good friends new and old. Plus, we were surrounded by Porsches. What a day! See you in September!

Text & Photos by Dan Phillips

In Review: Spring-Up to Traverse

20 Aug

26 Aug Annual 28th Street Metro Cruise at Delta Imports
	 Hosts:  Charles VanWyk and Ryan Coe, Delta Imports

On the afternoon of August 26, Delta Imports welcomes you to the annual 28th Street Metro Cruise. After 
5:00 pm, join us at Delta Imports, 6025 28th Street SE, Grand Rapids, MI. Park your Porsches on our lot 
along 28th Street, and enjoy an outdoor barbecue on us. Enjoy the sights and sounds of local classic and 
exotic cars cruising down 28th Street as this car enthusiasts’ weekend gets into gear!

Blacklidge Gimmick Rally & Ackerman’s Backyard Bash
	 Hosts:  Ted & Gabi Blacklidge, Craig & Chris Ackerman

You know you’ve been waiting for the 2011 Gimmick Rally with baited breath...well, 
wait no longer. The rally has been combined with a fun new event and will end with a 
Patio Party at Craig & Chris Ackerman’s beautiful newly-landscaped back yard!  

To kick off the Gimmick Rally, please join us at an entrance to Johnson Park, 4223 
Butterworth SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534 on Saturday, August 20, 2011 between 
2:30-2:45. The drive is available as a fun gimmick rally or just a pleasant drive to the 
country.

Afterward, enjoy some kick-back time after the rally…adults only!!! Please bring your own booze…chair...
dish to pass...swimsuit & towel (skinny dippin’ optional!)…(just kidding!)
 
Craig and I are furnishing the brats and Angus burgers, along with all the fixin’s. If you forget any of the 
above, not to worry…our house is pretty well stocked. A game of Bag-O or pool basketball may be in prog-
ress also. Plan to stay late…after dark, our yard has been dubbed as an alternative airstrip for the Sparta 
airport close by. Hope to see a great many of you for our first but not last Backyard Bash!

We need to know how many cattle need rustling, so please RSVP no later than 15 August, to either Craig at 
(616) 866-1905 or Chris at (616) 293-0833. (Email pcaackerman@aol.com, or mcsunrays@aol.com)
	
	 Date & Time:	 20 August 2011, between 2:30 and 2:45 pm (until late night!)

	 Locations:	 Johnson Park, 4223 Butterworth SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
			   The Ackerman Home, 10085 Edgerton Ave NE, Rockford, MI 49341
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DD & ALMS @ Lime Rock - Old Boys Brewhouse, Spring Lake, MI
	 Hosts: Randy & Linda Portoluri
Sunday Lunch Drive (ALMS @ Mosport) - The Score, Grand Rapids, MI
	 Hosts: Dan & Ren Phillips, with Jerry Broersma
Monthly Board Meeting - Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI
Autocross #2 at Spartan Speedway - Lansing, MI (MotorStadt Region)
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix - Pittsburgh, PA  (visit www.pvgp.org)
	 Host: Allegheny Region PCA for WMR members attending
Concours d’Elegance of America (Meadowbrook) - Plymouth, MI
	 Non-PCA Event
Porsche Parade 2011 - Savannah, GA
	 PCA National Event

Porsche Parade 2011 - Savannah, GA
	 PCA National Event
Red Barns Spectacular Car Show & Porsche Corral - Gilmore Car
Museum, Hickory Corners, MI
	 Hosts: Amber Door and Jerry Arens
Downtown Kalamazoo Car Fest - Kalamazoo, MI
German Auto Service Open House - Grand Rapids, MI
Monthly Board Meeting - Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI
Gimmick Rally and Backyard Summer Bash - Rockford, MI
	 Hosts: Craig and Chris Ackerman
28th Street Metro Cruise - Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI
	 Hosts: Charles VanWyk and Delta Imports

Tech Session - Euro Autowerks, Rockford, MI
	 Hosts: Dan & Ren Phillips
IROC III Autocross (Ionia Fairgrounds)
3rd Annual WMR Golf Outing
	 Hosts: Arnie and Val Axelrod
Grand Prix of Grattan DE - Grattan Raceway, Grattan, MI
Boxstoberfest 2011 - Fredericksburg, TX
	 Non-PCA Event
Monthly Board Meeting - Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI
PCA Escape 2011 - Flagstaff, AZ	 (visit 2011escape.org)
	 PCA National Event
Leelenau County Fall Driving Tour - Traverse City, MI
	 Host: Bill Brown

2011 Calendar
Porsche Club of America
Western Michigan Region

For more PCA National and Inter-Regional events, visit http://www.pca.org/Activities.aspx.
For the full PCA Club Racing Schedule, visit http://www.pca.org/Activities/ClubRacing/Schedule.aspx.
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16
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TBD

Monthly Board Meeting - Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI
Annual Fall Color Tour (West Michigan Lakshore - Arcadia Bluffs)
	 Hosts: Jim and Ardis Schaaf, with Len & Bonnie Gawron
Rennsport Reunion IV - Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca, Monterey, CA
(visit www.mazdaraceway.com/pages/Porsche_Rennsport_Reunion_IV)
Porsche Race Car Classic - Quail Lodge Golf Resort in Carmel, CA
	 (visit www.2011porscheracecarclassic.com)

Annual Planning Dinner (Location TBD)
Dinner Drive (Location TBD)
	 Hosts: TBD

Monthly Board Meeting - Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI
Annual Appetizer and Wine Party (Location TBD)
	 Hosts: TBD

2011 Calendar
Porsche Club of America
Western Michigan Region

For more PCA National and Inter-Regional events, visit http://www.pca.org/Activities.aspx.
For the full PCA Club Racing Schedule, visit http://www.pca.org/Activities/ClubRacing/Schedule.aspx.

Region	 Region Name			   Dates			   Event (Web Address)

SEM	 South-East Michigan		  July 2-4			   DE & PCA Club Race @ Gingerman, South Haven, MI
MOR	 Mid-Ohio Region			  July 9-10		  DE @ Putnam Park, Mt. Meridian, IN 
AR	 Allegehny Region		  July 23-24		  Pittsburgh Vintage Gran Prix (http://www.pvgp.org/)
MOR	 Mid-Ohio Region			  July 29-31		  Porsches to Oxford (P2O), Oxford, OH
									         (http://www.porsches2oxford.com/)
N/A	 Non-PCA			   July 31			   Concours d’Elegance of America (formerly Meadowbrook)
									         (http://concoursusa.org/)
PCA	 PCA National			   July 31-Aug 6		  Porsche Parade, Savannah, GA (http://parade2011.pca.org/)
PAG	 Porsche Motorsport		  Aug 5-6			  ALMS at Mid-Ohio & Porscheplatz (americanlemans.com)
SEM	 South-East Michigan		  Aug 11			   DE @ Waterford Hills Raceway, Waterford, MI
356	 356 Registry			   Sep 1-4			   356 Registry East Coast Holiday 2010, Greensboro, NC
N/A	 Non-PCA			   Sep 9-11			  Boxstober Fest 2011, Fredricksburg, TX
									         (http://www.boxstoberfest.com/)
PCA	 PCA National			   Sep 15-18		  PCA Escape 2011, Flagstaff, AZ (http://escape2011.com/)
SEM	 South-East Michigan		  Sep 24			   DE @ Waterford Hills Raceway, Waterford, MI
N/A	 Cinncinnati VW Club		  Sep 25			   20th Annual VW-Porsche Reunion @ Cinncinnati, OH
									         (http://www.cincyvwclub.com/Reunion.aspx)
N/A	 Non-PCA			   Oct 14-16		  Rennsport Reunion IV, Laguna Seca, Monterey, CA
N/A	 Non-PCA			   Oct 16			   Porsche Race Car Classic, Carmel, CA

Upcoming Events: Zone 4 & National Calendar
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N/A	 Non-PCA			   Sep 9-11			  Boxstober Fest 2011, Fredricksburg, TX
									         (http://www.boxstoberfest.com/)
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N/A	 Non-PCA			   Oct 16			   Porsche Race Car Classic, Carmel, CA

Upcoming Events: Zone 4 & National Calendar
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Upcoming Events: August

New Members:	 	 Willkommen!

	 James Woodruff - Richland, MI
		  2004 Porsche 911

July Anniversaries:	Glückwünsche!

1 year (2010)	  
	 Frank Berris
	 Jeffrey Bowen & John Hoekstra
	 Theo Miller

5 years (2006) 
	 Terry & Kathy Blosl
	 Dale & Cindy Siekman

20 years (1991) 
	 Peter & Dorothy Bax
	 Bill & Libby McKee

Text & Photos by Len Gawron			   Memorial Day Weekend, 2011

In Review: The Henry & Edsel Ford Experience

Our on-time departure Friday enabled us to arrive at The Walter P. Chrysler Museum 
in Auburn Hills at the appointed hour. The Museum is unique to others as it includes 
3 levels with cars representing specific periods placed on each. While the upper two 
floors showed the beauty of the early Chrysler, Dodge and Plymouth products which 
captivated the ladies, it was clearly the historic racing cars from the 1920’s forward that 
captured the hearts of the men in this group. Following the short drive to Dearborn, we 
checked into The Dearborn Inn (DI), and quickly found the beautifully redecorated and 
well-stocked bar. Dinner called and we motored to Chelsea and The Common Grill, 
where fresh seafood is their specialty. Each of our dinner selections was fantastic as 
were the many wine offerings. Afterwards, it was back to the DI and after dinner cock-
tails – told you we liked the bar!

Saturday morning came too quickly and after a quick breakfast at the DI we found ourselves on a bus to 
Ford’s Rouge Plant, where they build F-150. The tour began with informative video presentations that shook 
the floors, rattled our chairs and left the room full of factory smells and steam – awesome! Once back we 
drove to The Edsel & Eleanor Ford Home in Grosse Pointe. There we enjoyed a catered luncheon and em-
barked on a tour of the home and grounds. It quickly became evident that Edsel was not cast in his father’s 
image. Edsel’s love for style and art grew from his years of travel throughout the world and the design, archi-
tecture and decoration of his home and grounds boldly reflected this. (Ed. - It was truly a sensory overload of 
priceless art and antiques!) Michael Betz asked and was granted permission for us to gather our Porsches at 
the inside of the arched entry. The cover photograph captures this one-time event beautifully.

On our return to the DI and the by now obligatory pre-dinner cocktail hour, we found ourselves again travel-
ing to dinner. This evening we navigated the damp streets of Ann Arbor and arrived at The Gandy Dancer. 
Despite the over anxious college valets, a few of us parked our own cars and endured the only rainfall of 
the weekend. Another fine meal, seafood their specialty and how did they manage to prepare each entre so 
perfectly and serve each at the same moment? It was a truly memorable dinner with delightful friends and 
conversation.

Sunday began with the DI’s reservation for our group at their outstanding breakfast buffet. The weekend 
ended with friends departing, and tours of Greenfield Village and the Henry Ford Museum. This was a won-
derful weekend without obligation to spring chores and such. We hope you will consider traveling with us 
next June when we will travel again, perhaps over an extended weekend to the many Vineyards surrounding 
the Niagara region and city of Niagara On The Lake in Ontario! 

Dozens of Porschephiles converged on Traverse City last Father’s Day weekend for the 21st annual Spring-Up to Traverse. 
This year’s event was uniquely free-form, where after a short drive, we were given free reign to enjoy this gorgeous part of 
Michigan on our own terms. Some opted for shopping in Suttons Bay or Leland, others visited the lighthouses or beaches, 
some hit the casino, while others visited some of the many wineries in the area. At the end of the day, Denny and Joyce 
Weise did a wonderful job of hosting a first-class event at their beautiful home on the Mission peninsula. A lot of laughter, 
good food, and good friends new and old. Plus, we were surrounded by Porsches. What a day! See you in September!

Text & Photos by Dan Phillips

In Review: Spring-Up to Traverse

20 Aug

26 Aug Annual 28th Street Metro Cruise at Delta Imports
	 Hosts:  Charles VanWyk and Ryan Coe, Delta Imports

On the afternoon of August 26, Delta Imports welcomes you to the annual 28th Street Metro Cruise. After 
5:00 pm, join us at Delta Imports, 6025 28th Street SE, Grand Rapids, MI. Park your Porsches on our lot 
along 28th Street, and enjoy an outdoor barbecue on us. Enjoy the sights and sounds of local classic and 
exotic cars cruising down 28th Street as this car enthusiasts’ weekend gets into gear!

Blacklidge Gimmick Rally & Ackerman’s Backyard Bash
	 Hosts:  Ted & Gabi Blacklidge, Craig & Chris Ackerman

You know you’ve been waiting for the 2011 Gimmick Rally with baited breath...well, 
wait no longer. The rally has been combined with a fun new event and will end with a 
Patio Party at Craig & Chris Ackerman’s beautiful newly-landscaped back yard!  

To kick off the Gimmick Rally, please join us at an entrance to Johnson Park, 4223 
Butterworth SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534 on Saturday, August 20, 2011 between 
2:30-2:45. The drive is available as a fun gimmick rally or just a pleasant drive to the 
country.

Afterward, enjoy some kick-back time after the rally…adults only!!! Please bring your own booze…chair...
dish to pass...swimsuit & towel (skinny dippin’ optional!)…(just kidding!)
 
Craig and I are furnishing the brats and Angus burgers, along with all the fixin’s. If you forget any of the 
above, not to worry…our house is pretty well stocked. A game of Bag-O or pool basketball may be in prog-
ress also. Plan to stay late…after dark, our yard has been dubbed as an alternative airstrip for the Sparta 
airport close by. Hope to see a great many of you for our first but not last Backyard Bash!

We need to know how many cattle need rustling, so please RSVP no later than 15 August, to either Craig at 
(616) 866-1905 or Chris at (616) 293-0833. (Email pcaackerman@aol.com, or mcsunrays@aol.com)
	
	 Date & Time:	 20 August 2011, between 2:30 and 2:45 pm (until late night!)

	 Locations:	 Johnson Park, 4223 Butterworth SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
			   The Ackerman Home, 10085 Edgerton Ave NE, Rockford, MI 49341
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Upcoming Events: August
06 Aug

13 Aug

13 Aug

Gilmore Car Museum Red Barn Spectacular & Porsche Car Corral
	 Hosts:  Amber Door & Jerry Arens

WMR PCA will again be joining over 500 other car enthusiasts for the annual Red 
Barn Spectacular. This event is billed as West Michigan’s ‘Grand Daddy’ of antique, 
classic and special interest car show. The event includes a swap meet, food booth, 
judge’s concours and people’s choice concours.

The Porsche Club will have a car corral at the event located on the north end of the track (located on the 
west side of the museum grounds). You may also enter your 1980 and older Porsche in the People’s choice 
category. (Feeling the need for detail – enter it in the Judges Choice category,open for 1983 and older 
vehicles! You must register separately for this portion of the event.) Fees are $15.00 for show cars (includes 
admission for car and 2 people), free for children under 11

The organizers of the event would like a car count in order to provide us adequate corral parking, so please 
RSVP by Wednesday August 3, 2011 to Amber Door at Amdoor242@aol.com.

	 Date & Time:	 06 August 2011, all day; 9:00 am general admission, gates open at 7:00 am
	 Location:	 Gilmore Car Museum, 6865 Hickory Road, Hickory Corners, MI 49060

Grattan Registration is OPEN!!

Sign up today for the WMR-PCA annual Drivers Education event to be 
held at Grattan Raceway – September 10 and 11. REGISTRATION IS 
OPEN at CLUBREGISTRATION.NET. This will be a two-day event at 
our favorite home track. We will have several instructors available for 
the new DE drivers and I promise you a rewarding experience. You can 
not appreciate the Porsche feel until it is on the closed circuit of a track 
like Grattan.  

For those of you who wish to participate in DEs and Autocrosses this 
summer, I recommend you contact your insurance company regarding 
coverage. It appears that coverage from most companies is rare. Auto-

cross is usually very safe and I would not be concerned about hurting your car. Drivers Education events have a higher 
potential for incidents; however, in the 9 years I 
have participated in DEs (over 20 track days), not 
only have I not had a car-damaging event, but I 
have not even witnessed one. DE events are safe 
because we have very strict rules that must be 
followed.

If you want added insurance coverage for your 
car, please go to www.pcahpdeins.locktonaffin-
ity.com for information on single event coverage.

Ted Blacklidge, Driver Education Chairman

Now on DVD!
WMR PCA’s 50th Anniversary 

DVD is now available!
Cost is $15 each, free shipping! More info at 
wmi.pca.org. Please make your check payable 
to Duane Weed, and send your order to:

DW Video & Multimedia
5510 Maple Hill Road
Howard City, MI 49329
(231) 937-5420
www.dwvideo.com

Our 50th anniversary 
weekend captured on 
DVD, professionally 
produced and edited. 
Includes interviews, 

history, and more! Get 
yours today!!

10% OFF PARTS FOR 
PORSCHE CLUB MEMBERS!

Routine maintenance to track proven upgrades•	
Outstanding customer service•	
State of the art diagnostic equipment•	
ASA master certified technicians•	
Free shuttle service•	
Conveniently located near downtown Grand •	
Rapids

Serving the West Michigan Porsche  
community for over 30 years! 

(800) 260-8000
www.germanautoltd.com

1014 Scribner NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

Inaugural Downtown Kalamazoo Car Fest (non-PCA event)

Downtown Kalamazoo’s inaugual CarFest invites owners to display their specialty 
cars of all kinds, side-by-side, throughout downtown Kalamazoo. Hundreds of cars are 
anticipated and a full schedule of family fun activities is planned.

Fill out a registration form describing your car, request your favorite display area, and 
pay the $10 registration fee, at www.CarFestKzoo.com or call Downtown Kalamazoo, 
Inc. at (269) 344-0795.

Downtown Kalamazoo is perfect for our amazing community of automotive enthusiasts to enjoy a festival 
of their own. Be a participant of this inaugural event, which we hope will become an annual downtown 
Kalamazoo tradition.

To be held on Saturday, August 13. Sign-in begins at 7 a.m. on South Street. Cars will fill out seven down-
town Kalamazoo areas including Bronson Park, Arcadia Creek Festival Place, Kalamazoo Mall (Water 
Street to Lovell), Arcadia Creek Walkway, St. John’s Place and Academy and Church Streets. Cars will be 
on display from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Security will be provided from 8 to 11 p.m. so CarFest participants can 
enjoy Kalamazoo’s wonderful stores and restaurants.

German Auto Open House (non-PCA event)       http://www.germanautoltd.com/Home/Open_House.aspx

	 German Auto Service invites you to our third annual open house and car show. The event will take 
place on Saturday August 13th 2011 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm at our Grand Rapids facility. We will be 
hosting a car show again as part of the open house. We had 30+ registered vehicles and quite a few others 
who arrived too late to be voted on. Any European car is welcome so tell all your VW/Audi/BMW/Mer-
cedes/Porsche/Volvo/Saab/Whatever friends. If you’d like to enter your car in the show, be sure to pre-reg-
ister by emailing us at benz@germanautoltd.com.
	 The entire event will also be 100% free. There is no cost to participate in the show, spectate or for 
food. (We will be grilling up some lunch for everyone) The community has been good to GAS over the 
years. This is our opportunity to give back. In addition, there will be door prizes and a raffle.
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115 Courtland St,
Rockford, MI 49341

(616) 866-9200
(800) 254-2831

billfegeljr@sbcglobal.net

Ted Blacklidge says,

“The William L. Fegel Insurance Agency is family 
owned and has taken care of my  business, my cars, 
and my family insurances with expertise and friendly 
customer service for over 20 years. They are a local 
agency and can handle all of your insurance needs.”

Ted is a long-standing member and past President of 
Porsche Club of America, Western Michigan Region. 

Über Alles Editor:
   Dan Phillips
   (616) 281-2459
   dphil66@hotmail.com

Webmeister:
   Michael Betz
   wmi.pca.org
   mmbetz@image-stream.com

Interim Advertising Co-Chair:
   Ted Blacklidge
   (616) 866-4143
   sgrafex@chartermi.net

Interim Advertising Co-Chair:
   John Walters
   (269) 672-5055
   jwalters@wmis.net

Chief Driving Instructor:
   Terry Schieble
   (269) 329-1578
   no39rsr@sbcglobal.net

AutoCross Event Chair:
   Duane Weed
   (231) 937-4867
   duane@dwvideo.com

Safety Chair:
   Craig Ackerman
   (616) 866-1905
   pcaackerman@aol.com

Historian & Insurance Coordinator:
   Kurt Wirth
   (616) 956-0249
   kurtwirthsc356@comcast.net

Membership Chair:
   Jerry Arens
   (616) 457-4515
   jdarens62@aol.com

Registrar:
   Amber Door
   (616) 457-4525
   amdoor242@aol.com

WMR Enthusiast:
   Lina Spross
   (616) 987-6419
   ericnlina@gmail.com

Zone 4 Representative:
   Ron Carr
   (740) 967-6027
   zone4rep@embarqmail.com

Chairpersons

Upcoming Events: July Dinner Drives

09 Jul

10 Jul

PORSCHE DESIGN

MODEL 8432

CASCADE OPT ICAL

6740 CASCADE ROAD

GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49546

PHONE 942 9886

quarter color_3.5x4.75  11/6/10  5:17 PM  Page 1

Foreign Car Services, Inc.
1104 Portage Street 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

(269) 342-6994

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE AND 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP SINCE 1987. 
HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY, 7:30AM TO 
6:00PM, CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY

PORSCHE SPECIALISTS 
Bosch Authorized Service Center

Our Master Mechanics can 
handle anything your car 
needs, from a “pre-pur-

chase” vehicle inspection 
or diagnostic inspection, to 
a complete engine overhaul 
or a routine tune-up. Come 

in for an estimate today!

We Service:
Acura, Audi, BMW, 

Honda, Lexus, Mazda, 
Mercedes, Nissan, 

Porsche, Saab, Toyota, 
Volkswagen & Volvo. 

Ed. Note:  Ok, so we tried again to have a couple of DD’s surrounding the ALMS series races in July, but ESPN2’s 
broadcast schedule is trying to wreck our plans. Due to host availability, reservations and plans already made, and 
ESPN’s schedule, we’re keeping the July 9 evening DD in place, and moving the Sunday drive to the 10th instead. 
I know, two days in a row, but at least we get to watch one Porsche race together this year... Here are the revised 
details, we hope you’ll be able to join us for one, preferrably both!		  (www.americanlemans.com)

July Dinner Drive to Old Boys’ Brewhouse in Spring Lake
	 Host:  Randy Portoluri

It’s time for our annual dinner drive for July. We will be going to Old Boy’s Brewhouse in Spring Lake, 
which we enjoyed last year so much we decided to go again. We will meet at the Coopersville park & ride 
at exit 16 off I-96 at 3:30 pm, and leave by 4:00 pm. We will take a short drive through the Spring Lake 
area and arrive to Old Boys’ (on M-104 in Spring Lake, just before the turn onto 32 leading into Grand 
Haven) by 5:00 pm. We will be outside on the patio to enjoy some warm summer air, weather permitting. 
The evening’s live entertainment will be acoustic guitarist and singer Lukas Pederson. We hope to see you 
there! We had so much fun last year... So please let us know if you can come, just call Randy at (616) 842-
9266 or email rportoluri@charter.net. Looking forward to seeing you there!

Celebrating the American LeMans Series (ALMS) at The Score on Northland Drive
	 Hosts:  Dan & Ren Phillips and Jerry Broersma

Let’s meet in the parking lot of Forest Hills East High school at 11:30 am on 
Sunday, July 10th, located at 2200 Pettis Ada, MI 49301. We’ll take a short 
drive through the beautiful countryside east of the Beltline, and arrive at The 
Score (5301 Northland Drive NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525) between 12:45 
and 1:00 pm. The race starts at 1:00 pm on ESPN2, and we’ll enjoy the best 
wings (and company) the city has to offer!



Vom Schreibtisch des Präsidenten

Dan Phillips
President, Western Michigan Region		 A Special TechSpalte: Tires for your Porsche
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Secretary:
   Brenda Hildon-Kaempf
   637 South Shore Dr.
   Kalamazoo, MI 49002-6942 
   (269) 370-9183
   blue911rsr@charter.net
      1995 Porsche 993 ‘The Beast’

Treasurer:
   Amber Door
   645 Summerset Dr.
   Jenison, MI 49428-7938
   (616) 457-4515
   amdoor242@aol.com
      1984 Porsche 911 Coupe

President:
   Dan Phillips
   2676 Briarwood Ct SE
   Kentwood, MI 49512-9084
   (616) 281-2459
   dphil66@hotmail.com
      1998 Porsche Boxster ‘Ruby II’

Vice President:
   John Walters
   2578 Selkirk Lake Dr
   Shelbyville, MI 49344-9525
   (269) 672-5055
   jwalters@wmis.net
      1988 Porsche 911 Coupe

Officers

WMR Meeting Minutes,
06 June 2011

Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, June 6, 2011 – Meeting was called to order by Dan Phillips at 7:08 pm. Members present 
were: Dan Phillips, Amber Door, Jerry Arens, Rick Riley, Juergen Lohrke, Marshall Walters, Kurt Wirth, Arnie Axelrod

Minutes:  Minutes from May meeting approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  Approved. 

Membership Report:  228 Primary Members, 178 Affiliate Members – total 406. New Members – 1 Transfers In – 0. 
Transfers Out – 1. Non renewals – 8  Renewals – 18

Über Alles Editor’s Report: Delta with new add content. Have multiple options for cover photos submitted by Member-
ship.

Advertising Report:  no new issues.

Webmaster’s Report: The site is averaging 275 visitors a month. They view – on average – 650 pages each month. Over 
the past year, the majority of viewers – 76.25% – not surprisingly start on our home page. The 2nd highest viewership 
is the “Driving” page. That’s a jumping-off point to information about IROC, Grattan, and other competitive driving 
events. A close 3rd was the Member List. Apparently, members are using this quite frequently to connect with other 
members. Who knew?

A notice has been added to our home page encouraging people to check their email addresses to see that they are still 
current, and to consider adding their contact information if they are not on the list.

The site is currently just shy of 650 pages. Somehow, we’ve crammed 8,300 images onto those pages. There are 14,800 
hyperlinks for navigating the site; all but 100 of them are internal for navigating our site.

Insurance Report: Insurance for Spring Up is completed. Grattan event insurance pending

Old Business:
Enthusiast of the Year Trophy – Projecting for completion July/Aug pending design changes with budget limitations.•	
Goodie Store – Online store no longer available.  Looking into another avenue to provide members access to WMR •	
PCA logo apparel. Further information to come.
Bylaws – working to have updated Bylaws for vote by membership at the November Meeting•	

New Business:
Spring Up Planned for June 18th•	
Gilmore Event on June 22nd•	
28th Metro cruise – Working on planning event at Delta on Friday night. More information to come.•	
Regional events – will try to get blasts out for those who may be going and may want to travel together – P2O, Pa-•	
rade, Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix
Friday 9/9/11 – Golf Outing•	
Grattan Registration is now Open – as of 5/30/11•	

Meeting was adjourned at 8:01 pm

Respectfully submitted by Amber Door

Several people have asked me lately about tires for their Porsches, and I wanted to give a quick primer.

First, Porsche owners need to understand N-specification tires. Porsche works with tire companies side-by-side during a 
vehicle’s development to tune the vehicle to a specific tire, and vice-versa. Tires that have gone through a full product de-
velopment process and meet Porsche’s standards for durability, noise, hydroplaning resistance, high-speed handling, and 
so forth are given an N-rating. The first generation of a new tire design would be designated N-0. A new version of the 
same tire that has been re-certified would recieve an N-1 designation, and so on for each new generation of a given tire 
design. Tires without an N-rating will work on your car, but they may not meet Porsche’s exacting performance standards, 
nor will they be tuned to work as harmoniously with your vehicle. Tire manufacturers adjust materials and construction 
during the development process, including subtle changes to tread compounds, and they may actually sell the ‘exact’ 
same tire both with and without the designation - and there will be differences between them.

While it’s recommended that you use N-rated tires, it’s not mandatory. So what works best? In my personal opinion, 
Michelin N-rated tires are simply the top of the heap - they score highly in all categories. Pirellis are great tires, but they 
tend to wear a bit more quickly for some reason. Bridgestones, Continentals, and Yokohamas are a good bet, but I’ve 
found that Kumho tires would wear strangely on the Boxster, giving off lots of noise and vibration toward the end. A 
great value for us has been the German-made Dunlop SP9000. These have been great tires for us, with outstanding wet 
handling, noise, wear, and traction characteristics, and only $200 each for rears vs. $300 for Michelins or Pirellis.

Lastly, have your alignment checked and tuned as necessary. My 996 C4 had a -1.0 deg camber spec (+/- 0.5 deg), which 
gave instant response, but chewed up the inside edges fast. I had the dealer re-align the rears from -2.0 deg to -0.5 deg 
(min but within spec), and my tire life went from 6,000 miles to about 15,000 miles with the same driving habits. That’s 
still an expensive oil change for a 996, but at least I didn’t smell burning rubber every time I got out of the car anymore.
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President’s Letter

Upcoming Events: July

Upcoming Events: August

Upcoming Events: August

WMR Calendar + Zone 4 & 
National Calendar

In Review: Memorial Day 
Weekend + Spring-Up

Annual Grand Prix of Grattan 
DE Event

June Meeting Minutes

Classifieds

2007 BMW 650i COUPE – Ok, it’s not a Porsche…but please help your club president get back into one so we can be a 2 
Porsche family again… Gorgeous dark Monaco Blue 6-series coupe with light beige interior and only 50k miles. 360 hp 
4.9l V-8 with 6-speed Steptronic can achieve a silent 27 mpg on the highway. Sport package, cold-weather package, Logic 7 
premium audio, and as Q might say, “…all the usual refinements.” Available Blizzak snow tires on BMW rims, extra BMW 
floormats, and other goodies for extra cost. A very fast, great-handling, and beautiful car. Asking $35,000. Contact Dan 
Phillips at (616) 281-2459 or email dphil66@hotmail.com. 		  (June 2011)

1989 PORSCHE 911 CABRIOLET – Red, new black top, 5-speed. Professionally maintained, great condition, 64k miles. 
$27,000. VIN is WPOEBO913KS170582. Call Dave Cramer (616) 822-3348 (mobile), (616) 534-0550 (work), or email 
Dave@DrDaveCramer.com.	 (June 2011)

1987 PORSCHE 911 TURBO CABRIOLET – Factory slant-nose (one of 216 real 505 factory built and documented), pris-
tine all-original condition, black on black, with Porsche certificate of authenticity. Contact Frank Berris at (616) 887-0956 
or email fgberris@americango.biz	 (July 2011) 

1986 PORSCHE 944 – Guards Red. 143,500 miles. 2nd owner (purchased in 1989). Engine rebuilt by Porsche-certified me-
chanic at 82,725 miles (10.1995). Great-sounding and nice-looking car is improved and very competitive in autocross. Turbo 
front end with electrics. Expertly maintained by Claudio at FCS. Porsche Evaluation Committee says $10,710 is average 
price, asking $9,000. Call Michael Betz at (616) 460-8880 or email mmbetz@image-stream.com.		  (Oct 2010)

1985-1/2 PORSCHE 944 - Great 1st Porsche and beginning autocross or track car. Roll bar, Dino steering wheel, Recaro 
driver’s seat, 17” Cup wheels with Kumho Cector Racer tires. 5-point harnesses plus stock belts. HD springs & swaybars, 
Koni adjustable shocks, more. Asking $6,000 OBO. Contact Jim Morgan at (574) 457-2044 or email jimandjudi@hoosier-
link.net.	 (Michiana Region PCA)		 (May 2011)

1983 PORSCHE 911 SC CABRIOLET – Burgundy/Black with only 55,000 miles. Stainless Steel headers/muffler; Kuehl 
A/C Upgrade (really works!); H4 lights, K&N, front Carrera spoiler, new AM/FM/CD w/IPOD/MP3 hookup, power an-
tenna; lots of new parts and stuff. No Rust–No Race–No wrecks. Looks and runs great. Asking $23,000 OBO. Contact Jim 
Morgan at (574) 457-2044 or email jimandjudi@hoosierlink.net.		  (Michiana Region PCA)		 (Jul 2011)

1977 PORSCHE 911S – Previous PCA member owned with lots of service records. White with black Recaro seats. Nice 
daily driver or entry level Porsche. Priced aggressively at $11,900. Pics and more info at www.wheelzinc.com. Call Christo-
pher Hoexum at (616) 813-2175 (mobile), (616) 285-3308 (work), or email chris@wheelzinc.com.     (June 2011)

911MAX MULTI-CHIP – Fits 1984-1989 Porsche 911. Multiple mappings, including Stock, 93 Octane, Valet (3,000 RPM 
limit) and No-Start, easily modifiable via an external switch. Fully customizable with optional software. Works with either 
24 or 28-pin DMEs. $200 o.b.o. Call Greg Calahan at (616) 617-0369 or email greg@cerulean-group.com.     (June 2011)

FOR FREE – Two Dunlop SP Sports, 255-40-ZR 17, never mounted, excellent condition, $FREE. Also, a Porsche 993 roll 
bar by Heigo of Germany, bolt-in/no drilling required, $FREE. Moving to Scottsdale, AZ and these items won’t go with us! 
I hope they find a good home. Contact Dave Reid at (517) 667-9943 or email dreid993@comcast.net.	 (June 2011)

FOR SALE – Magazines, most issues of: Panorama 2002-2009, Excellence 2003-2010, and the Uber newsletter 1990-2009. 
Make an offer, proceeds will be donated to charity. For more info contact Eric Spross (616) 706-4421 or email ericpca911@
yahoo.com.	      (Apr 2011)

AUTO DETAILING SERVICE – References available. Call or e-mail Eric at Professional Car Appearance, LLC, (616) 
706-4421 or ericpca911@yahoo.com.	 (Feb 2010)

Classifieds
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Members must contact editor to renew. Editor reserves right to edit ads. Please refer to fee schedule and specifics on page 3. On the Cover:  Martini Racing ‘Hippie’ colors; Porsches at the Edsel & Elenor Ford Home in Grosse Pointe, May 2010; Photo by Dan Phillips
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Owned by Rob & Sue Deming, 
PCA Members since 1987

2493 W. State Rd.
Hastings, MI 49058
Ph. (269) 945-2922
Fax (269) 945-0320

www.demingsautocollision.com

Along with our collision services, 
we also offer professional detailing. 
Would you prefer ‘Joe Wax-a-lot’ 
and a dirty towel, or an expert paint 
technician using the highest-quality 
products and equipment?Approved & Preferred

Certified

Technicians

Hagerty Insurance approved/preferred repair facility.•	
Two i-Car certified technicians, each with 10 to 15 •	
years of experience, repairing all makes & models, 
foreign & domestic.
We also repair aircraft, motorhomes, cargo and •	
travel trailers, and other recreational vehicles.
Restoration services available.•	



WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION,
PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA
C/O Dan Phillips
2676 Briarwood Ct SE
Kentwood, MI 49512-9084

Über Alles is the official monthly publication of the Western Michigan Region of the Porsche Club of America, Inc., a non-profit organization registered with 
the state of Michigan. Statements and opinions appearing herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the opinions of WMR PCA, PCA, 
its officers or members. The editor reserves the right to edit all material for publication and to publish only the material deemed appropriate and in the best 
interest of WMR PCA and of PCA. Permission is granted to reprint in whole or in part, provided that A) credit will be given to the author(s), Über Alles, and WMR 
PCA, B) copyright is not involved, and C) a copy of the article is provided to WMR PCA upon publication. Subscriptions for non-members are $18.00 annually. 
Deadline for advertising and new articles is on the 14th day of the month prior to the issue month. Über Alles is available electronically at http://wmi.pca.org/.

In this issue:
•	 Upcoming Events – July Dinner Drives, August Gimmick Rally & Summer Bash, More!
•	 Red Barns Spectacular – Join us at Gilmore for the ‘Grand Daddy’ of local car shows
•	 Zone 4 & National Calendar – Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix, Porsches to Oxford
•	 We Had a Blast – Memorial Day Weekend Road Trip, June Spring-Up to Traverse!
•	 Grattan Registration is Open – Register now for our annual DE

ÜBER ALLES
Porsche Club of America, Western Michigan Region

July 2011

wmi.pca.org

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
GRAND RAPIDS, MI

PERMIT NO. 1

We specialize in Service and
Restoration for your Porsche!

Tim Thatcher,
ASE-Certified Master Technician
PCA member since 1974

Our full-service shop can take care of your:

Porsche • Audi • VW • Mercedes-Benz • BMW
Saab • Volvo • Honda • Nissan • Toyota

American vehicles

Club member discount on labor rates:
   $75/hr for Porsche and all German vehicles
   $65/hr for all other vehicles

AUTOWERKS
EURO

INC.

9240 Belding Rd NE
Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 874-7932
www.euroautowerks.com

Open Mon-Fri 8-5:30
Pickup and Delivery Service
Available, please call for details!
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