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In this issue:
•	 December	Appetizer	Party	– Join us in Shelbyville for a relaxed good time on the 8th!
•	 TechSpalte	– Belts, Hoses, and Plastic Cooling System Parts
•	 All-New	2013	WMR	PCA	Calendar	– Several opportunities for you to host an event!
•	 Member	Profile	– Al Anderson shares the story of his 914 love affair
•	 Zone	4	Events	– Join us in January for the Auto Show in Detroit wmr.pca.org

We specialize in Service and
Restoration for your Porsche!

Tim Thatcher,
ASE-Certified Master Technician
PCA member since 1974

Our full-service shop can take care of your:

Porsche • Audi • VW • Mercedes-Benz • BMW
Saab • Volvo • Honda • Nissan • Toyota

American vehicles

PCA Member Discounts Available!

AUTOWERKS
EURO

INC.

9240 Belding Rd NE
Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 874-7932
www.euroautowerks.com

Open Mon-Fri 8-5:30
Pickup and Delivery Service
Available, please call for details!



Owned by Rob & Sue Deming, 
PCA Members since 1987

2493 W. State Rd.
Hastings, MI 49058
Ph. (269) 945-2922
Fax (269) 945-0320

www.demingsautocollision.com

Along with our collision services, 
we also offer professional detailing. 
Would you prefer ‘Joe Wax-a-lot’ 
and a dirty towel, or an expert paint 
technician using the highest-quality 
products and equipment?Approved & Preferred

Certified

Technicians

Hagerty Insurance approved/preferred repair facility.• 
Two i-Car certified technicians, each with 10 to 15 • 
years of experience, repairing all makes & models, 
foreign & domestic.
We also repair aircraft, motorhomes, cargo and • 
travel trailers, and other recreational vehicles.
Restoration services available.• 
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President’s Letter

Upcoming: Annual December 
Appetizer Party

Upcoming: North American 
International Auto Show

In Review: November DD

In the Zone: Ron Carr

WMR 2013 Calendar

TechSpalte: Belts, Hoses, and 
Plastic Cooling System Parts

Member Profile: Al Anderson

November Meeting Minutes

Classifieds

2000 PORSCHE BOXSTER – 9456 miles. Over $8000 
exclusive options:  Artic silver, sport package, Nephrite 
Green special leather, 17” Sport Classic wheels, stainless 
door sills. Flawless. $16,000. Contact Frank Wosek at (231) 
264-5120 or email Diane Wosek at dfwosek@gmail.com. 
Former PCA and WMI members. (Aug 2012)

1989 PORSCHE 911 TURBO – Linen Metallic (silver) 
over grey leather interior. 115k miles, 2nd owner, service 
by German Auto for the past 14 years. Many mods, very 
fast. Divorce forces sale. $38,000. Contact Al Nelson at 
(231) 690-9092 or email i.xlr8@live.com. (that’s the letter 
“i”, a period, followed by “xlr8”) (Dec 2011) 

1972 PORSCHE 914 PARTS – We have a 1972 914 parts 
car with complete engine & transmission. Also most other 
parts. Also have a four-cylinder short block and additional 
914 parts. Let us know what you need. Contact Randy Por-
toluri at (616) 842-9266 or email lindaportoluri@charter.
net. (Sep 2012)

1989 PORSCHE 944S2 RACE CAR – PCA Stock E 
Class. Well-maintained and less than 10 hours on rebuilt 
engine. Recaro seat, B&B exhaust, 2 sets of 3-piece 
wheels (BBS & Forgeline), full cage, Bilstein coil-overs, 
Fabcar A-arms, quick-release steering wheel…to name just 
a few items. Comes with spare parts. Also available is a 
24-foot Wells Cargo trailer, 5,000-lb axles, diamond plate 
floor, tire rack, winch and storage container. Contact Craig 
Ackerman at (616) 866-1905 or email pcaackerman@aol.
com.  (Sep 2012)

WHEELS AND TIRES – OEM Porsche Cayman S 18” 
factory wheels (2008) with Pirelli Sottozero winter tires. 
Set of 4 (2 rear and 2 front w/TPMS), can be used on 
Boxsters, Caymans, and 911s. Great condition, used two 
winter seasons. Tires have 50% tread remaining, sizes 
are 235/40-R18 91V front, 265/40-R18 97V rear. Priced 
at $1,000. Contact Jamie Akemann at (616) 682-5302 or 
email jamieakemann12@comcast.net. (December 2012)

Classifieds
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Members must contact editor to renew. Editor reserves right to edit ads. Please refer to fee schedule and specifics on page 3. On the Cover:  Porsche L908 Grand Prix White and LM3A Guards Red; Toys await delivery in Santa’s workshop; Photo by Dan Phillips

WHEELS AND TIRES – 16” factory wheels & tires 
from a Porsche 911 (993), sizes are 205/55-16 front, 245/45-
16 rear. $500 o.b.o. Contact Glenn at (269) 751-5644.     
(July 2011)

BORLA CAT-BACK EXHAUST – Model #12654, fits 
most 2005-2008 Boxsters and Caymans. Professionally 
installed; professionally uninstalled 48 hours later, as wife 
said “Nicht! Uber laut!” Single men will not have this 
problem, nor will anyone whose car spends much time 
on the track. Performance gains in higher octaves read-
ily apparent! Paid $1400. Asking $950 OBO. Contact Joe 
Venturella at (616) 949-6157, or email pjv3591@comcast.
net (or) joe.venturella@farmersinsurance.com.  
(Nov 2012)

911MAX MULTI-CHIP – Fits 1984-1989 Porsche 911. 
Multiple mappings, including Stock, 93 Octane, Valet 
(3,000 RPM limit) and No-Start, easily modifiable via 
external switch, customizable via software. Works w/either 
24 or 28-pin DMEs. Price reduced - now only $100! Call 
Greg Calahan at (616) 617-0369 or email greg@cerulean-
group.com. (June 2011)

AUTO DETAILING SERVICE – References available. 
Call or e-mail Eric at Professional Car Appearance, LLC, 
(616) 706-4421 or ericpca911@yahoo.com.

WANTED – PCM 1st-generation CD-ROMs to copy; I 
have discs 1, 5, & 6, need the rest. Need maps 1, 5, or 6? I 
can help. These are NLA from Porsche. Contact Dan Phil-
lips at (616) 281-2459 or email dphil66@hotmail.com.



134

Bistro Bella Vita Restaurant, Grand Rapids, November 5, 2012 – Meeting was called to order by John Walters at 7:01 pm. Members 
present were: John and Marshall Walters, Amber Door and Jerry Arens, Brenda Hildon-Kaempf, Len and Bonnie Gawron, Dan and 
Ren Phillips, Kurt Wirth, Mike Karluk and Barb Doss, Miluzka Bubeck, Ross Smith, and Ted Vogt.

Minutes:  Approved as printed.

Treasurer’s Report:  Approved. 

Membership Report:  217 Primary Members, 166 Affiliate Members – total 383. New Members – 0. Transfers In – 0. Transfers Out – 
1 (back to MotorStadt). Non renewals – 4. Renewals – 12.  

Über Alles Editor’s Report:  Latest issue has been mailed and should be received by most.  The updated Delta ad and one classified 
ad were missed in the latest Über, but are on the website. Dan receives several monthly newsletters from other regions if you are ever 
interested in looking at them. The latest Über cover photo is wrapped front to back. If you’re interested in submitting a cover photo 
to be wrapped, please submit the photo in a landscape format.

Webmaster’s Report:  The Webmeister is on vacation.

Insurance Report:  Kurt reported that there is no insurance needed for any upcoming events.

Old Business:
PCA WMA Charity update – The club will present a check to Century Driving School at the next Board Meeting ($1,443.95 • 
has been collected as of November 6, 2012).
Fall Color Tour – Great despite the wet weather. The event has been nicknamed the Fall Color Tour/Full Underbody Wash.• 
New-Member Event – Dill’s. 13 new members attended. A great time shared by all.• 
WinterFest – February 9, 2013 at the University Club in Grand Rapids. Free covered parking. February 10 brunch at Cyg-• 
nus. More to follow.

New Business:
Amber Door and Brenda Hildon-Kaempf have been voted to continue as Board Treasurer and Secretary respectively. Our • 
Officers for 2013 are:

President – John Walters
Vice President – Len Gawron
Treasurer – Amber Door
Secretary – Brenda Hildon-Kaempf

November 14 Dinner at Ju – Details in the Uber and on the web.• 
Charity for 2013 - A motion was made and approved to name Century Driving School our charity for 2013.• 
Parade – the local photography chair, Rich Bonner, passed away unexpectedly October 23, at the age of 51. Jeff Simonis has • 
accepted the position. Amber is working on obtaining the 2,000 photographs that have been taken by Rich. All preparations 
are going well.

Meeting Adjourned to order dinner at 7:20
Called again to order at 7:30

New Business: (cont.)
The members present established a preliminary 2013 event calendar that will be printed in the Über and on the web. There • 
are opportunities for more events – anyone interested in hosting a dinner drive or event should contact any board member.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm

Respectfully submitted by Brenda Hildon-Kaempf

WMR Meeting Minutes,
05 November 2012

Many of us are in the process of storing our cherished cars. Cleaning the 911 last week, tremendous amounts of sand, leaves 
and even stones emerged from the fender wells! Not sure where it all came from – Marshall blames the road construction 
portion of one of the road trips at Parade. And with regard to being buried in leaves, it doesn’t seem to matter that we’ve 
removed more trees – we still have an endless supply.

Parts have been purchased, ready to install for next year’s driving adventures. Now is a good time to fix little issues with 
the older ones. The best parts of Porsche ownership are the great times on the road, engine singing and the wind blowing 
through your hair.

The next BIG EVENT is Winterfest! So polish up your fancy shoes and press your party clothes! Winterfest will be Febru-
ary 9th – keep an eye out for your invitation.  

But there are also events aplenty in December and January…The annual appetizer party is December 8th – hoping to see 
many of you! January brings the annual dinner at Leo’s on the 16th plus the Detroit International Auto Show, starting the fol-
lowing weekend (so even when our babies are put away, we can look at pretty cars!).
 
Wishing you and yours a peaceful and joyful holiday season. While a number of you may shun the snow, and some even 
leave for much warmer (and sunnier) climates, for me it’s not Christmas without snow. So I’m hoping for a bit of the white 
stuff to fall in the upcoming month. Although I will admit to enjoying this last little bit of 50+ temps – makes the seasonal 
yard clean-up a bit easier to take!

Officers
Secretary:
			Brenda	Hildon-Kaempf
   637 South Shore Dr.
   Kalamazoo, MI 49002-6942 
   (269) 370-9183
   blue911rsr@charter.net
      1995 Porsche 993 ‘The Beast’

Treasurer:
			Amber	Door
   645 Summerset Dr.
   Jenison, MI 49428-7938
   (616) 457-4515
   amdoor242@aol.com
      1984 Porsche 911 Coupe

President:
			John	Walters
   2578 Selkirk Lake Dr
   Shelbyville, MI 49344-9525
   (269) 672-5055
   jwalters@wmis.net
      1988 Porsche 911 Coupe

Vice President:
			Len	Gawron
   935 Sterling Ct
   Norton Shores, MI 49441
   (231) 670-3274
   lagawron@comcast.net
      2009 Porsche 911 C4S Cab

Buried in Leaves in Shelbyville

John Walters
President, Western Michigan Region
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Upcoming Events: December & January
08 Dec

19	Jan

WMR PCA’s Annual Appetizer Party
 Hosts: John & Marshall Walters

We hope you’ll be able to join us on Saturday, December 8th, for WMR’s 
annual appetizer party. This year the party will be held at our place in 
Shelbyville – halfway between Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo, and just 
off US-131. Please BYOB and an appetizer to share.

 When:  Saturday, 08 December 2012, 6:30 pm
 Where:  John and Marshall’s house
   2578 Seymoure Drive (Selkirk Lake Dr.)
   Shelbyville, MI 49344
   (269) 672-5055   /   jwalters@wmis.net

Directions from the North•	  – Take exit 61 (Bradley/casino exit). Head east (left off the exit) for 1 
mile, to blinking red light. Then south (right) for 2 miles to 125th Avenue. Note, if coming from the 
north, your GPS may try to take you down a road that doesn’t exist, and you’ll end up somewhere on 
the north side of the lake.
Directions from the South•	  – Take exit 59 (Shelbyville exit). Head east (right off the exit) for 1 mile, 

to blinking red light. Then north (left) for ½ mile to 125th Avenue.

Seymoure Drive is on the left, after you pass the public access (on left) and rounded the 
corner. The 16th hole of the Orchard Hills golf course will be on the right. Our house is just 
beyond the curve on Seymoure.  

Please RSVP to marshall.walters@towerswatson.com / (269) 672-5055 by Wednesday, December 5th.

Member Profile: What Porsche Means to Me
Contributed by WMR PCA Member Alan R Anderson

In those thirty years, nobody but me has ever driven or put a 
wrench on Trigger. I remove the alloy wheels and take them to 
the tire shop. I only buy tires where they let me watch the guy 
doing the mounting and balancing, a task often unfortunately as-
signed to the “the new kid”. She goes on the road as soon as the 
winter salt is washed away by a couple of good spring rains. I 
drive every day I can until snow flies, and only use the top when 
it’s raining or below 50 degrees. I may hold a record of some 
kind for “seat time” in a single 914. Friends and neighbors joke 
about seeing me grinning from ear to ear when I’m out driving 
the “little white car”.

Trigger has worn a variety of different custom bumpers, valenc-
es, and airdams over the years, but I can return her to original 
livery in an hour. My wife teases me about Trigger being my 
“paper doll” because I’m always bolting different fiberglass styl-
ing parts (cooked up in my kayak shop) on her. And don’t even 
ask her about my using a toothbrush on the engine. The “up-
fixen” and the driving are both wonderful therapy.

Living and working near Frankfort, Michigan limits my access 
to a lot of WMR PCA events, but the roads in Benzie and Leel-
enau counties are hard to beat for exercising a Porsche. In the 
stix where a track is nowhere to be found, it is more fun to drive 
a “slow” car hard than a “fast” car easy.

After rebuilding and customizing a couple of basket-case 914s 
(Alice – still in progress, and Yeller), I’m feeling comfortable 
about giving Trigger a real restoration – paint, fresh rubber seals, 
etc. She’s about as rust-free as a 914 driven almost 30 summers 
in Michigan can be. I’ll care for, drive, and love this car until my 
kids have to take my keys away – hopefully, not for another 30 
years.

My first encounter with the porsche 914 was in 1971 on a 
back country road in northern lower Michigan. I was sitting at a 
stop sign in my dad’s brand-new Ford pickup (having recently 
blown the engine on my own ‘63 VW Beetle.) This odd-looking 
little car to my right barely slowed as it turned and headed up 
the road in front of me. Being a curious and fearless teen, I gave 
pursuit to try to get a better look at this low-slung, unfamiliar 
car. The driver of the 914 must have thought my efforts to catch 
up were a challenge. At 90 mph, the 914 was easily running 
away from me, and some small instinct for self-preservation 
finally overcame the testeserone impelling my right foot.

This county road ran straight for several miles, then took a 
45-degree left. The 35-mph curve was approaching and while 
I quickly pumped the truck’s speed down, the 914 disappeared 
around the curve without a flicker of a brake light.

At the time, I had no idea what that little car was but I promised 
myself, then and there, that I would have one someday.

Exactly ten years later, I was attending college near Atlanta. I 
had spotted a white 1974 Porsche 914-2.0 in the parking lot and 
was giving it a walkaround, recalling the above incident. The 
owner walked up and casually asked if I would be interested 
in buying it. It was fate. Within a couple of days, I sold my ‘71 
Super Beetle, and scraped together enough extra cash to buy the 
914.

The fuel injection balked within the first couple of months. I 
limped it to a “furrun” car repair shop in town for an estimate. 
The mechanic pointed to a row of D-Jet components hanging on 
the wall. He said they switched out parts, one at a time, until the 
car ran right, and then charged for the time and part. I coaxed 
the car back to my apartment and ordered a carb conversion kit 
for about $300. Thirty years later, it still runs fine on that same 
Weber carb, although I’ve rebuilt it a few times. A series of en-
gine upgrades, as well as suspension makeovers, have prevented 
“Trigger” (after Roy Rogers’ loyal horse) from getting tired.

A much younger me with Trigger, circa 1981-1982

Trigger and Yeller, present day

PCA Zone 4 Gathering at the 2013 North American International Auto Show
 Host: Porsche Cars North America, with PCA Zone 4 Rep Ron Carr

Once again, our PCA Zone 4 rep Ron Carr is organizing a 
gathering for all Zone 4 PCA members (which includes us!) at 

the 2013 North American International Auto 
Show at Cobo Hall in Detroit.

Representatives from Porsche Cars North America will treat PCA members a special 
VIP presentation at the Porsche show display on Saturday afternoon, January 19th. 
This is a fun and exclusive event you will not want to miss!

Ron typically arranges a group discount code with the historic Dearborn Inn, where we 
usually meet for dinner the Friday night before the show. If not staying overnight, plan 
to meet at the Porsche show display at 11:45 am on Saturday.

Further details will be forthcoming, so watch this space, your emails, and our website 
for updates!



for the 10 “adventurous” MeMbers who gathered for dinner at Ju Sushi and Lounge on No-
vember 14th a culinary feast of taste and texture was the theme of the night (fully cooked for 
some and not cooked for others). To the pleasure of every participant’s palate, a multitude of 
dishes arrived at the table and were soon emptied with the use of chopsticks and a few forks! 
Who could forget the Dragon Roll, the flaming Playboy Roll, or the green tea ice cream? Ju Su-
shi & Lounge did not disappoint. We missed all of you who could not attend. Maybe next year!
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John Walters

PORSCHE
Club of America

WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION

Get	your	WMR	PCA	
Name	Badge!

These are very high-quality name badges, 
permanently printed on a sturdy framed plate. 
The magnetic attachment won’t damage your 
clothes. Cost is $15 each, free shipping! Please 
send your check and correct name spelling to:

John Walters
2578 Selkirk Lake Dr
Shelbyville, MI 49344-9525

Please make your check payable to WMR PCA.

Foreign Car Services, Inc.
1104 Portage Street 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

(269) 342-6994

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE AND 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP SINCE 1987. 
HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY, 7:30AM TO 
6:00PM, CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY

PORSCHE SPECIALISTS 
Bosch Authorized Service Center

Our Master Mechanics can 
handle anything your car 
needs, from a “pre-pur-

chase” vehicle inspection 
or diagnostic inspection, to 
a complete engine overhaul 
or a routine tune-up. Come 

in for an estimate today!

We Service:
Acura, Audi, BMW, 

Honda, Lexus, Mazda, 
Mercedes, Nissan, 

Porsche, Saab, Toyota, 
Volkswagen & Volvo. 

10% OFF PARTS FOR 
PORSCHE CLUB MEMBERS!

Routine maintenance to track proven upgrades• 
Outstanding customer service• 
State of the art diagnostic equipment• 
ASA master certified technicians• 
Free shuttle service• 
Conveniently located near downtown Grand • 
Rapids

Serving the West Michigan Porsche  
community for over 30 years! 

(800) 260-8000
www.germanautoltd.com

1014 Scribner NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

New	Members:	  Willkommen!

 No new members for December

December	Anniversaries:							Glückwünsche!

 25 years (1987) Tim Rourke

Über Alles Editor:
   Dan Phillips
   (616) 281-2459
   dphil66@hotmail.com

Webmeister:
   Michael Betz
   wmr.pca.org
   mmbetz@image-stream.com

Interim Advertising Co-Chair:
   Ted Blacklidge
   (616) 866-4143
   sgrafex@chartermi.net

Interim Advertising Co-Chair:
   John Walters
   (269) 672-5055
   jwalters@wmis.net

Chief Driving Instructor:
   Terry Schieble
   (269) 329-1578
   no39rsr@sbcglobal.net

AutoCross Event Chair:
   Duane Weed
   (231) 937-5420
   duane@dwvideo.com

Safety Chair:
   Craig Ackerman
   (616) 866-1905
   pcaackerman@aol.com

Historian & Insurance Coordinator:
   Kurt Wirth
   (616) 956-0249
   kurtwirthsc356@comcast.net

Membership Chair:
   Jerry Arens
   (616) 457-4515
   jdarens62@aol.com

Registrar:
   Amber Door
   (616) 457-4525
   amdoor242@aol.com

WMR Enthusiast:
   Marshall Walters
   (269) 672-5055
   marshall.walters@towerswatson.com

Zone 4 Representative:
   Ron Carr
   (740) 967-6027
   zone4rep@embarqmail.com

Chairpersons

In Review: November Dinner Drive to Ju Sushi
Contributed by Amber Door

Jerry Arens kicks back

Octopus sushi was a treat! Greg and Lee Konig came up from KalamazooJohn & Marshall with Dan Phillips
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today’s engines are truly engineering Marvels, and while great 
progress has been made in extending the life of an engine and 
improving performance, some changes have created conditions 
that adversely affect some materials.

We are all used to preventive maintenance for oil service, air 
filters and spark plugs, but it’s easy to overlook items such as 
belts, hoses and miscellaneous plastic parts. And since most 
belts, hoses and plastic connectors used on today’s cars  fail 
from the inside out, it’s important that these parts are carefully 
and regularly inspected for signs of wear.

According to the Car Care Council, nearly 30% of the vehicles 
they have inspected have belts and/or hoses that need replacing. 
Yet in most cases, the vehicle owners were totally unaware of 
the condition of these parts.

Cooling System Hoses & Plastic Cooling Components

A modern engine is often built using multiple types of metal 
and is referred to as being “bi-metallic”. As you may remember 
from your High School science class, metals used in a bi-me-
tallic state often create an electrical charge. Such is the case in 
today’s engine. The bi-metallic engine produces a current that 
travels through your cooling system, causing plastic connectors 
and hoses to deteriorate from the inside out.

Since the damage is inside the component, it can be hard to de-
tect. However, by carefully pinching the hoses on your car, you 
may be able to locate voids or ridges on the inside that indicate 
internal damage or wear.  

Plastic connectors and components used in the cooling systems 
also suffer the same fate as hoses due to the electrical current. 
Often the first indication of wear or potential failure shown by 
plastic parts is softness and splitting of the ends. Often you can 
determine this condition by gently squeezing the ends of the 
connector. With regular and careful examination of hoses and 
plastic connectors, you can often detect these conditions and 
avoid total failure of the part.

TechSpalte:
Belts, Hoses, and Plastic Cooling System Parts
Contributed	by	WMR	PCA	member	Tim	Thatcher,	ASE-Certified	Master	Technician	and	Owner,	Euro	Autowerks

it looks like happy holidays are in store for all of the Zone 4 members, if this month’s events are any indication. Join 
your fellow PCA members in celebration of the season, and have a safe and Happy New Year. A ‘heads up’ look at 2013 is 
given here for your winter planning. Check the Zone 4 Website at http://zone4.pca.org/ for other regions’ events, such as:

A Tech Session on the M96/M97 engine presented by Northern Ohio Region is scheduled for December 1, 2012 at • 
8:00 AM at Porsche of Beachwood, Beachwood, OH. RSVP to Tom Leigh at flat6@roadrunner.com or 440-645-
9250.
The Mid-Ohio Region will sponsor their monthly “Trickle Charged Saturday” at Michael Shank Racing (2012 • 
Daytona Rolex 24 overall winner) in Pataskala, OH on December 1, 2012 from 10:00 AM until Noon. RSVP 
required to Jeff Brubaker at brubaker_jeff@hotmail.com or call 610-299-4443.
OVR End of the Year Party, Brio Restaurant, Newport, KY on Sunday December 2, 2012 from 11:00 AM until • 
2:00 PM. For details see the Website at http://ovrpca.org.
MOR Holiday Party, Wedgewood Country Club, Powell, OH on Saturday December 8, 2012 at 6:00 PM. For • 
details see the Newsletter or Website. RSVP to Gerhard Hillmann at morpcasocial@yahoo.com.
SEM Holiday Party at the Royal Park Hotel, Rochester, MI on Saturday December 8, 2012. Details are available • 
on the Website.
CIR Holiday Brunch on Sunday December 9, 2012 from 11:00 AM until 2:00 PM. Location to be determined. For • 
details see the Newsletter or Website 
RSR “Jingle Bell Bash” Holiday Party, the Inn at St. John’s, Plymouth, MI on Saturday December 15, 2012 at • 
6:00 PM. For details see the Newsletter or Website. Registration is through ClubRegistration.net.
NOR Holiday Party, Cleveland Botanical Gardens, 11030 E. Boulevard, Cleveland OH on Saturday December 15, • 
2012 at 6:00 PM. For details see the Newsletter or Website.

Major 2013 Zone 4 and Other Events (all dates are tentative):
Zone 4 gathering at the North American International Auto Show, Cobo Hall, Detroit, MI on Saturday, Janu-• 
ary 19, 2013. Special presentation at the Porsche Display. I will provide details in a December E-Blast to Zone 4 
members.
The PCA National Winter Board Meeting will be held on Saturday, February 9, 2013 in Orlando, FL.• 
The fourth annual Winter Concourse at Porsche of the Village, Cincinnati, OH is planned for Saturday evening, • 
February 23, 2013. This is a PCNA event that is also supported by the PCA Ohio Valley Region- watch for details 
in their newsletter or website.
The Zone 4 Presidents Meeting will take place at the Maumee Bay State Lodge near Toledo, OH on Saturday, • 
March 2, 2013 for all of the Region Presidents and interested regional board members. 
The Southeast Michigan Region will host their first Street Survival program for teen drivers in May, 2013. This is • 
now a PCA national sponsored program and will be expanding throughout the Zone in the future.
The 58th Annual Porsche Parade will be held in Zone 4 this year, in Traverse City, MI on June 23-29, 2013. We • 
are hoping for a large turnout of Zone 4 members to the first Parade in our Zone in 20 years. Put this event on 
your calendar and plan to attend, help out and have fun with PCA members from across the US and Canada. It 
will be a great time for all. Registration will open in mid-March, 2013.
The annual Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix at Schenley Park, PA will be held on July 20 & 21, 2013. This is a • 
week-long event with a great Concourse on Saturday, sponsored in part by the PCA Allegheny Region.
The Grand Am will return to Zone 4 as part of the Brickyard 400 Weekend in Indianapolis, IN on Friday July 26 • 
2013. The Central Indiana PCA Region will again host a Porsche Car Corral for Porsche Owners.
The annual P2O event returns to Granville, OH on July 26-28, 2013, sponsored by the Mid-Ohio Region. Watch • 
the P2O website for details.
And finally, join fellow PCA members for a memorable fall weekend at the Escape to Los Angeles on October 24-• 
29, 2013. More information will be available next year as the event grows closer.

Belts

Though new technology and design has made the V-Belt a thing 
of the past, belts still require careful inspection and occasional 
replacement. It’s important to remember that belts generally 
deteriorate from the inside out, just as hoses do. While they may 
appear to be in good shape, the may be close to failure.

Consider the path of a belt as it travels over and under your 
engine’s pulleys. Each time it goes around a pulley it is being 
flexed and bent. Along with heat, this flexing breaks down the 
internal cords, causing them to become brittle and hard. To 
avoid failure and subsequent damage to your engine, it is highly 
recommended that belts be replaced at the mileage interval 
recommended by the  manufacturer.

The grooves in today’s flat ribbed “serpentine” belts can also 
become worn, allowing slippage at the pulleys. Wear in the 
groove can be measured using a special gauge designed for that 
purpose. If the grooves are worn, the belt must be replaced.

Often overlooked during a belt inspection are the tensioners and 
pulleys that they ride on.  Inspection of these items are a must 
to prevent belt failure. A bad tensioner will allow a belt to slip, 
causing premature wear. A worn pulley bearing can allow a belt 
to wear unevenly and begin to shred on the edges. Worse yet is 
when the bearing fails completely causing the belt to come off 
the pulley and cause damage to other components.

While visual inspections can help avoid trouble, replacing criti-
cal parts in accordance with the manufactures recommendations 
is your best insurance against engine failure. Waiting until there 
is a problem, is a very expensive strategy.

All of us here at Euro Autowerks would like to take this op-
portunity to wish each of you and your families a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year!

Plastic coolant pipes and junction.

In The Zone:
What’s Happening Throughout Zone 4
Ron Carr, PCA Zone 4 Representative

A worn serpentine belt Checking with a gauge
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Monthly Board Meeting – Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI
December Appetizer Party – The Walters’, Shelbyville, MI
 Hosts: John & Marshall Walters

Monthly Board Meeting – Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI
January Dinner Drive – Leo’s Seafood Restaurant, Grand Rapids, MI
 Host:  Rick Riley
2013 North American International Auto Show – Detroit, MI
 Host:  Ron Carr, PCA Zone 4

Monthly Board Meeting – Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI
Winterfest – University Club, Grand Rapids, MI
 Hosts:  WMR PCA
Morning-After Brunch – Cygnus, Grand Rapids, MI
 Hosts:  Wolfgang & Miluzka Bubeck
February Dinner Drive – Location TBD
 Hosts:  TBD

Monthly Board Meeting – Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI
Parade 2013 Registration Opens!
March Dinner Drive – The Grattan Bar, Grand Rapids, MI
 Hosts:  Kurt & Shirley Wirth

Monthly Board Meeting – Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI
Annual WMR PCA Cookoff – The Schieble’s, Portage, MI
 Hosts:  Terry & Dorilee Schieble

Monthly Board Meeting – Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI
May Sporting Clays Event – Blendon Pines, Zeeland, MI
 Host:  Jerry Arens & Amber Door

Belle Isle Grand Prix – IndyCar/GRAND-AM/ALMS Racing, Detroit, MI
 Hosts:  Dan & Ren Phillips
Monthly Board Meeting – Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI
SEM Region DE Event – Gingerman Raceway, South Haven, MI
 Host:  SEM Region PCA
PCA Parade 2013 – Traverse City, MI
 PCA National Event

2013	Calendar
Western	Michigan	Region
Porsche	Club	of	America

For more PCA National and Inter-Regional events, visit http://www.pca.org/Activities.aspx.
For the full PCA Club Racing Schedule, visit http://www.pca.org/Activities/ClubRacing/Schedule.aspx.
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Monthly Board Meeting – Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI
Summber BBQ & Picnic – Shelbyville, MI
 Hosts:  John & Marshall Walters
P2O (Porsche to Ohio) – Granville, OH
 Host:  Mid-Ohio Region PCA

Red Barns Spectacular – Gilmore Car Museum, Hickory Corners, MI
 Hosts:  Amber Door & Jerry Arens
Monthly Board Meeting – Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI 
August Dinner Drive  – Location TBD
 Hosts:  TBD
IROC III, the annual WMR Autocross – US-131 Dragway, Martin, MI

Niagra-on-the-Lake Wine Tour – Niagra-on-the-Lake, Ontario, Canada
 Hosts:  Len & Bonnie Gawron
Monthly Board Meeting – Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI
5th Annual Golf Outing – Egypt Valley Country Club, Ada, MI
 Hosts: Arnie & Val Axelrod
Grand Prix of Grattan DE – Grattan Raceway, Grattan, MI
 Event Chair: Ted Blacklidge
September Dinner Drive – Location TBD
 Hosts: Randy & Linda Portoluri

Annual Fall Color Tour – Traverse City, MI
 Host: TBD
Monthly Board Meeting – Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI
October Dinner Drive – Location TBD
 Hosts:  TBD
PCA Escape 2013 – Los Angeles, CA
 PCA National Event  (http://www.pca.org/Activities/Escape.aspx)

Annual Planning Dinner – Bistro Bella Vita, Grand Rapids, MI
November Dinner Drive – Location TBD
 Host: Amber Door & Jerry Arens

Monthly Board Meeting – Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI
December Appetizer Party – West Olive, MI
 Hosts: Mike Karluk & Barbara Doss

2013	Calendar
Western	Michigan	Region
Porsche	Club	of	America

Additional events happening in neighboring PCA regions will be posted within the next two months.
Additional Porshce racing events and other unique Porsche-centric events of interest will be posted as well.
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today’s engines are truly engineering Marvels, and while great 
progress has been made in extending the life of an engine and 
improving performance, some changes have created conditions 
that adversely affect some materials.

We are all used to preventive maintenance for oil service, air 
filters and spark plugs, but it’s easy to overlook items such as 
belts, hoses and miscellaneous plastic parts. And since most 
belts, hoses and plastic connectors used on today’s cars  fail 
from the inside out, it’s important that these parts are carefully 
and regularly inspected for signs of wear.

According to the Car Care Council, nearly 30% of the vehicles 
they have inspected have belts and/or hoses that need replacing. 
Yet in most cases, the vehicle owners were totally unaware of 
the condition of these parts.

Cooling System Hoses & Plastic Cooling Components

A modern engine is often built using multiple types of metal 
and is referred to as being “bi-metallic”. As you may remember 
from your High School science class, metals used in a bi-me-
tallic state often create an electrical charge. Such is the case in 
today’s engine. The bi-metallic engine produces a current that 
travels through your cooling system, causing plastic connectors 
and hoses to deteriorate from the inside out.

Since the damage is inside the component, it can be hard to de-
tect. However, by carefully pinching the hoses on your car, you 
may be able to locate voids or ridges on the inside that indicate 
internal damage or wear.  

Plastic connectors and components used in the cooling systems 
also suffer the same fate as hoses due to the electrical current. 
Often the first indication of wear or potential failure shown by 
plastic parts is softness and splitting of the ends. Often you can 
determine this condition by gently squeezing the ends of the 
connector. With regular and careful examination of hoses and 
plastic connectors, you can often detect these conditions and 
avoid total failure of the part.

TechSpalte:
Belts, Hoses, and Plastic Cooling System Parts
Contributed	by	WMR	PCA	member	Tim	Thatcher,	ASE-Certified	Master	Technician	and	Owner,	Euro	Autowerks

it looks like happy holidays are in store for all of the Zone 4 members, if this month’s events are any indication. Join 
your fellow PCA members in celebration of the season, and have a safe and Happy New Year. A ‘heads up’ look at 2013 is 
given here for your winter planning. Check the Zone 4 Website at http://zone4.pca.org/ for other regions’ events, such as:

A Tech Session on the M96/M97 engine presented by Northern Ohio Region is scheduled for December 1, 2012 at • 
8:00 AM at Porsche of Beachwood, Beachwood, OH. RSVP to Tom Leigh at flat6@roadrunner.com or 440-645-
9250.
The Mid-Ohio Region will sponsor their monthly “Trickle Charged Saturday” at Michael Shank Racing (2012 • 
Daytona Rolex 24 overall winner) in Pataskala, OH on December 1, 2012 from 10:00 AM until Noon. RSVP 
required to Jeff Brubaker at brubaker_jeff@hotmail.com or call 610-299-4443.
OVR End of the Year Party, Brio Restaurant, Newport, KY on Sunday December 2, 2012 from 11:00 AM until • 
2:00 PM. For details see the Website at http://ovrpca.org.
MOR Holiday Party, Wedgewood Country Club, Powell, OH on Saturday December 8, 2012 at 6:00 PM. For • 
details see the Newsletter or Website. RSVP to Gerhard Hillmann at morpcasocial@yahoo.com.
SEM Holiday Party at the Royal Park Hotel, Rochester, MI on Saturday December 8, 2012. Details are available • 
on the Website.
CIR Holiday Brunch on Sunday December 9, 2012 from 11:00 AM until 2:00 PM. Location to be determined. For • 
details see the Newsletter or Website 
RSR “Jingle Bell Bash” Holiday Party, the Inn at St. John’s, Plymouth, MI on Saturday December 15, 2012 at • 
6:00 PM. For details see the Newsletter or Website. Registration is through ClubRegistration.net.
NOR Holiday Party, Cleveland Botanical Gardens, 11030 E. Boulevard, Cleveland OH on Saturday December 15, • 
2012 at 6:00 PM. For details see the Newsletter or Website.

Major 2013 Zone 4 and Other Events (all dates are tentative):
Zone 4 gathering at the North American International Auto Show, Cobo Hall, Detroit, MI on Saturday, Janu-• 
ary 19, 2013. Special presentation at the Porsche Display. I will provide details in a December E-Blast to Zone 4 
members.
The PCA National Winter Board Meeting will be held on Saturday, February 9, 2013 in Orlando, FL.• 
The fourth annual Winter Concourse at Porsche of the Village, Cincinnati, OH is planned for Saturday evening, • 
February 23, 2013. This is a PCNA event that is also supported by the PCA Ohio Valley Region- watch for details 
in their newsletter or website.
The Zone 4 Presidents Meeting will take place at the Maumee Bay State Lodge near Toledo, OH on Saturday, • 
March 2, 2013 for all of the Region Presidents and interested regional board members. 
The Southeast Michigan Region will host their first Street Survival program for teen drivers in May, 2013. This is • 
now a PCA national sponsored program and will be expanding throughout the Zone in the future.
The 58th Annual Porsche Parade will be held in Zone 4 this year, in Traverse City, MI on June 23-29, 2013. We • 
are hoping for a large turnout of Zone 4 members to the first Parade in our Zone in 20 years. Put this event on 
your calendar and plan to attend, help out and have fun with PCA members from across the US and Canada. It 
will be a great time for all. Registration will open in mid-March, 2013.
The annual Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix at Schenley Park, PA will be held on July 20 & 21, 2013. This is a • 
week-long event with a great Concourse on Saturday, sponsored in part by the PCA Allegheny Region.
The Grand Am will return to Zone 4 as part of the Brickyard 400 Weekend in Indianapolis, IN on Friday July 26 • 
2013. The Central Indiana PCA Region will again host a Porsche Car Corral for Porsche Owners.
The annual P2O event returns to Granville, OH on July 26-28, 2013, sponsored by the Mid-Ohio Region. Watch • 
the P2O website for details.
And finally, join fellow PCA members for a memorable fall weekend at the Escape to Los Angeles on October 24-• 
29, 2013. More information will be available next year as the event grows closer.

Belts

Though new technology and design has made the V-Belt a thing 
of the past, belts still require careful inspection and occasional 
replacement. It’s important to remember that belts generally 
deteriorate from the inside out, just as hoses do. While they may 
appear to be in good shape, the may be close to failure.

Consider the path of a belt as it travels over and under your 
engine’s pulleys. Each time it goes around a pulley it is being 
flexed and bent. Along with heat, this flexing breaks down the 
internal cords, causing them to become brittle and hard. To 
avoid failure and subsequent damage to your engine, it is highly 
recommended that belts be replaced at the mileage interval 
recommended by the  manufacturer.

The grooves in today’s flat ribbed “serpentine” belts can also 
become worn, allowing slippage at the pulleys. Wear in the 
groove can be measured using a special gauge designed for that 
purpose. If the grooves are worn, the belt must be replaced.

Often overlooked during a belt inspection are the tensioners and 
pulleys that they ride on.  Inspection of these items are a must 
to prevent belt failure. A bad tensioner will allow a belt to slip, 
causing premature wear. A worn pulley bearing can allow a belt 
to wear unevenly and begin to shred on the edges. Worse yet is 
when the bearing fails completely causing the belt to come off 
the pulley and cause damage to other components.

While visual inspections can help avoid trouble, replacing criti-
cal parts in accordance with the manufactures recommendations 
is your best insurance against engine failure. Waiting until there 
is a problem, is a very expensive strategy.

All of us here at Euro Autowerks would like to take this op-
portunity to wish each of you and your families a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year!

Plastic coolant pipes and junction.

In The Zone:
What’s Happening Throughout Zone 4
Ron Carr, PCA Zone 4 Representative

A worn serpentine belt Checking with a gauge



for the 10 “adventurous” MeMbers who gathered for dinner at Ju Sushi and Lounge on No-
vember 14th a culinary feast of taste and texture was the theme of the night (fully cooked for 
some and not cooked for others). To the pleasure of every participant’s palate, a multitude of 
dishes arrived at the table and were soon emptied with the use of chopsticks and a few forks! 
Who could forget the Dragon Roll, the flaming Playboy Roll, or the green tea ice cream? Ju Su-
shi & Lounge did not disappoint. We missed all of you who could not attend. Maybe next year!
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John Walters

PORSCHE
Club of America

WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION

Get	your	WMR	PCA	
Name	Badge!

These are very high-quality name badges, 
permanently printed on a sturdy framed plate. 
The magnetic attachment won’t damage your 
clothes. Cost is $15 each, free shipping! Please 
send your check and correct name spelling to:

John Walters
2578 Selkirk Lake Dr
Shelbyville, MI 49344-9525

Please make your check payable to WMR PCA.

Foreign Car Services, Inc.
1104 Portage Street 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

(269) 342-6994

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE AND 
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP SINCE 1987. 
HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY, 7:30AM TO 
6:00PM, CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY

PORSCHE SPECIALISTS 
Bosch Authorized Service Center

Our Master Mechanics can 
handle anything your car 
needs, from a “pre-pur-

chase” vehicle inspection 
or diagnostic inspection, to 
a complete engine overhaul 
or a routine tune-up. Come 

in for an estimate today!

We Service:
Acura, Audi, BMW, 

Honda, Lexus, Mazda, 
Mercedes, Nissan, 

Porsche, Saab, Toyota, 
Volkswagen & Volvo. 

10% OFF PARTS FOR 
PORSCHE CLUB MEMBERS!

Routine maintenance to track proven upgrades• 
Outstanding customer service• 
State of the art diagnostic equipment• 
ASA master certified technicians• 
Free shuttle service• 
Conveniently located near downtown Grand • 
Rapids

Serving the West Michigan Porsche  
community for over 30 years! 

(800) 260-8000
www.germanautoltd.com

1014 Scribner NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

New	Members:	  Willkommen!

 No new members for December

December	Anniversaries:							Glückwünsche!

 25 years (1987) Tim Rourke

Über Alles Editor:
   Dan Phillips
   (616) 281-2459
   dphil66@hotmail.com

Webmeister:
   Michael Betz
   wmr.pca.org
   mmbetz@image-stream.com

Interim Advertising Co-Chair:
   Ted Blacklidge
   (616) 866-4143
   sgrafex@chartermi.net

Interim Advertising Co-Chair:
   John Walters
   (269) 672-5055
   jwalters@wmis.net

Chief Driving Instructor:
   Terry Schieble
   (269) 329-1578
   no39rsr@sbcglobal.net

AutoCross Event Chair:
   Duane Weed
   (231) 937-5420
   duane@dwvideo.com

Safety Chair:
   Craig Ackerman
   (616) 866-1905
   pcaackerman@aol.com

Historian & Insurance Coordinator:
   Kurt Wirth
   (616) 956-0249
   kurtwirthsc356@comcast.net

Membership Chair:
   Jerry Arens
   (616) 457-4515
   jdarens62@aol.com

Registrar:
   Amber Door
   (616) 457-4525
   amdoor242@aol.com

WMR Enthusiast:
   Marshall Walters
   (269) 672-5055
   marshall.walters@towerswatson.com

Zone 4 Representative:
   Ron Carr
   (740) 967-6027
   zone4rep@embarqmail.com

Chairpersons

In Review: November Dinner Drive to Ju Sushi
Contributed by Amber Door

Jerry Arens kicks back

Octopus sushi was a treat! Greg and Lee Konig came up from KalamazooJohn & Marshall with Dan Phillips
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Upcoming Events: December & January
08 Dec

19	Jan

WMR PCA’s Annual Appetizer Party
 Hosts: John & Marshall Walters

We hope you’ll be able to join us on Saturday, December 8th, for WMR’s 
annual appetizer party. This year the party will be held at our place in 
Shelbyville – halfway between Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo, and just 
off US-131. Please BYOB and an appetizer to share.

 When:  Saturday, 08 December 2012, 6:30 pm
 Where:  John and Marshall’s house
   2578 Seymoure Drive (Selkirk Lake Dr.)
   Shelbyville, MI 49344
   (269) 672-5055   /   jwalters@wmis.net

Directions from the North•	  – Take exit 61 (Bradley/casino exit). Head east (left off the exit) for 1 
mile, to blinking red light. Then south (right) for 2 miles to 125th Avenue. Note, if coming from the 
north, your GPS may try to take you down a road that doesn’t exist, and you’ll end up somewhere on 
the north side of the lake.
Directions from the South•	  – Take exit 59 (Shelbyville exit). Head east (right off the exit) for 1 mile, 

to blinking red light. Then north (left) for ½ mile to 125th Avenue.

Seymoure Drive is on the left, after you pass the public access (on left) and rounded the 
corner. The 16th hole of the Orchard Hills golf course will be on the right. Our house is just 
beyond the curve on Seymoure.  

Please RSVP to marshall.walters@towerswatson.com / (269) 672-5055 by Wednesday, December 5th.

Member Profile: What Porsche Means to Me
Contributed by WMR PCA Member Alan R Anderson

In those thirty years, nobody but me has ever driven or put a 
wrench on Trigger. I remove the alloy wheels and take them to 
the tire shop. I only buy tires where they let me watch the guy 
doing the mounting and balancing, a task often unfortunately as-
signed to the “the new kid”. She goes on the road as soon as the 
winter salt is washed away by a couple of good spring rains. I 
drive every day I can until snow flies, and only use the top when 
it’s raining or below 50 degrees. I may hold a record of some 
kind for “seat time” in a single 914. Friends and neighbors joke 
about seeing me grinning from ear to ear when I’m out driving 
the “little white car”.

Trigger has worn a variety of different custom bumpers, valenc-
es, and airdams over the years, but I can return her to original 
livery in an hour. My wife teases me about Trigger being my 
“paper doll” because I’m always bolting different fiberglass styl-
ing parts (cooked up in my kayak shop) on her. And don’t even 
ask her about my using a toothbrush on the engine. The “up-
fixen” and the driving are both wonderful therapy.

Living and working near Frankfort, Michigan limits my access 
to a lot of WMR PCA events, but the roads in Benzie and Leel-
enau counties are hard to beat for exercising a Porsche. In the 
stix where a track is nowhere to be found, it is more fun to drive 
a “slow” car hard than a “fast” car easy.

After rebuilding and customizing a couple of basket-case 914s 
(Alice – still in progress, and Yeller), I’m feeling comfortable 
about giving Trigger a real restoration – paint, fresh rubber seals, 
etc. She’s about as rust-free as a 914 driven almost 30 summers 
in Michigan can be. I’ll care for, drive, and love this car until my 
kids have to take my keys away – hopefully, not for another 30 
years.

My first encounter with the porsche 914 was in 1971 on a 
back country road in northern lower Michigan. I was sitting at a 
stop sign in my dad’s brand-new Ford pickup (having recently 
blown the engine on my own ‘63 VW Beetle.) This odd-looking 
little car to my right barely slowed as it turned and headed up 
the road in front of me. Being a curious and fearless teen, I gave 
pursuit to try to get a better look at this low-slung, unfamiliar 
car. The driver of the 914 must have thought my efforts to catch 
up were a challenge. At 90 mph, the 914 was easily running 
away from me, and some small instinct for self-preservation 
finally overcame the testeserone impelling my right foot.

This county road ran straight for several miles, then took a 
45-degree left. The 35-mph curve was approaching and while 
I quickly pumped the truck’s speed down, the 914 disappeared 
around the curve without a flicker of a brake light.

At the time, I had no idea what that little car was but I promised 
myself, then and there, that I would have one someday.

Exactly ten years later, I was attending college near Atlanta. I 
had spotted a white 1974 Porsche 914-2.0 in the parking lot and 
was giving it a walkaround, recalling the above incident. The 
owner walked up and casually asked if I would be interested 
in buying it. It was fate. Within a couple of days, I sold my ‘71 
Super Beetle, and scraped together enough extra cash to buy the 
914.

The fuel injection balked within the first couple of months. I 
limped it to a “furrun” car repair shop in town for an estimate. 
The mechanic pointed to a row of D-Jet components hanging on 
the wall. He said they switched out parts, one at a time, until the 
car ran right, and then charged for the time and part. I coaxed 
the car back to my apartment and ordered a carb conversion kit 
for about $300. Thirty years later, it still runs fine on that same 
Weber carb, although I’ve rebuilt it a few times. A series of en-
gine upgrades, as well as suspension makeovers, have prevented 
“Trigger” (after Roy Rogers’ loyal horse) from getting tired.

A much younger me with Trigger, circa 1981-1982

Trigger and Yeller, present day

PCA Zone 4 Gathering at the 2013 North American International Auto Show
 Host: Porsche Cars North America, with PCA Zone 4 Rep Ron Carr

Once again, our PCA Zone 4 rep Ron Carr is organizing a 
gathering for all Zone 4 PCA members (which includes us!) at 

the 2013 North American International Auto 
Show at Cobo Hall in Detroit.

Representatives from Porsche Cars North America will treat PCA members a special 
VIP presentation at the Porsche show display on Saturday afternoon, January 19th. 
This is a fun and exclusive event you will not want to miss!

Ron typically arranges a group discount code with the historic Dearborn Inn, where we 
usually meet for dinner the Friday night before the show. If not staying overnight, plan 
to meet at the Porsche show display at 11:45 am on Saturday.

Further details will be forthcoming, so watch this space, your emails, and our website 
for updates!
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Bistro Bella Vita Restaurant, Grand Rapids, November 5, 2012 – Meeting was called to order by John Walters at 7:01 pm. Members 
present were: John and Marshall Walters, Amber Door and Jerry Arens, Brenda Hildon-Kaempf, Len and Bonnie Gawron, Dan and 
Ren Phillips, Kurt Wirth, Mike Karluk and Barb Doss, Miluzka Bubeck, Ross Smith, and Ted Vogt.

Minutes:  Approved as printed.

Treasurer’s Report:  Approved. 

Membership Report:  217 Primary Members, 166 Affiliate Members – total 383. New Members – 0. Transfers In – 0. Transfers Out – 
1 (back to MotorStadt). Non renewals – 4. Renewals – 12.  

Über Alles Editor’s Report:  Latest issue has been mailed and should be received by most.  The updated Delta ad and one classified 
ad were missed in the latest Über, but are on the website. Dan receives several monthly newsletters from other regions if you are ever 
interested in looking at them. The latest Über cover photo is wrapped front to back. If you’re interested in submitting a cover photo 
to be wrapped, please submit the photo in a landscape format.

Webmaster’s Report:  The Webmeister is on vacation.

Insurance Report:  Kurt reported that there is no insurance needed for any upcoming events.

Old Business:
PCA WMA Charity update – The club will present a check to Century Driving School at the next Board Meeting ($1,443.95 • 
has been collected as of November 6, 2012).
Fall Color Tour – Great despite the wet weather. The event has been nicknamed the Fall Color Tour/Full Underbody Wash.• 
New-Member Event – Dill’s. 13 new members attended. A great time shared by all.• 
WinterFest – February 9, 2013 at the University Club in Grand Rapids. Free covered parking. February 10 brunch at Cyg-• 
nus. More to follow.

New Business:
Amber Door and Brenda Hildon-Kaempf have been voted to continue as Board Treasurer and Secretary respectively. Our • 
Officers for 2013 are:

President – John Walters
Vice President – Len Gawron
Treasurer – Amber Door
Secretary – Brenda Hildon-Kaempf

November 14 Dinner at Ju – Details in the Uber and on the web.• 
Charity for 2013 - A motion was made and approved to name Century Driving School our charity for 2013.• 
Parade – the local photography chair, Rich Bonner, passed away unexpectedly October 23, at the age of 51. Jeff Simonis has • 
accepted the position. Amber is working on obtaining the 2,000 photographs that have been taken by Rich. All preparations 
are going well.

Meeting Adjourned to order dinner at 7:20
Called again to order at 7:30

New Business: (cont.)
The members present established a preliminary 2013 event calendar that will be printed in the Über and on the web. There • 
are opportunities for more events – anyone interested in hosting a dinner drive or event should contact any board member.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm

Respectfully submitted by Brenda Hildon-Kaempf

WMR Meeting Minutes,
05 November 2012

Many of us are in the process of storing our cherished cars. Cleaning the 911 last week, tremendous amounts of sand, leaves 
and even stones emerged from the fender wells! Not sure where it all came from – Marshall blames the road construction 
portion of one of the road trips at Parade. And with regard to being buried in leaves, it doesn’t seem to matter that we’ve 
removed more trees – we still have an endless supply.

Parts have been purchased, ready to install for next year’s driving adventures. Now is a good time to fix little issues with 
the older ones. The best parts of Porsche ownership are the great times on the road, engine singing and the wind blowing 
through your hair.

The next BIG EVENT is Winterfest! So polish up your fancy shoes and press your party clothes! Winterfest will be Febru-
ary 9th – keep an eye out for your invitation.  

But there are also events aplenty in December and January…The annual appetizer party is December 8th – hoping to see 
many of you! January brings the annual dinner at Leo’s on the 16th plus the Detroit International Auto Show, starting the fol-
lowing weekend (so even when our babies are put away, we can look at pretty cars!).
 
Wishing you and yours a peaceful and joyful holiday season. While a number of you may shun the snow, and some even 
leave for much warmer (and sunnier) climates, for me it’s not Christmas without snow. So I’m hoping for a bit of the white 
stuff to fall in the upcoming month. Although I will admit to enjoying this last little bit of 50+ temps – makes the seasonal 
yard clean-up a bit easier to take!

Officers
Secretary:
			Brenda	Hildon-Kaempf
   637 South Shore Dr.
   Kalamazoo, MI 49002-6942 
   (269) 370-9183
   blue911rsr@charter.net
      1995 Porsche 993 ‘The Beast’

Treasurer:
			Amber	Door
   645 Summerset Dr.
   Jenison, MI 49428-7938
   (616) 457-4515
   amdoor242@aol.com
      1984 Porsche 911 Coupe

President:
			John	Walters
   2578 Selkirk Lake Dr
   Shelbyville, MI 49344-9525
   (269) 672-5055
   jwalters@wmis.net
      1988 Porsche 911 Coupe

Vice President:
			Len	Gawron
   935 Sterling Ct
   Norton Shores, MI 49441
   (231) 670-3274
   lagawron@comcast.net
      2009 Porsche 911 C4S Cab

Buried in Leaves in Shelbyville

John Walters
President, Western Michigan Region
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President’s Letter

Upcoming: Annual December 
Appetizer Party

Upcoming: North American 
International Auto Show

In Review: November DD

In the Zone: Ron Carr

WMR 2013 Calendar

TechSpalte: Belts, Hoses, and 
Plastic Cooling System Parts

Member Profile: Al Anderson

November Meeting Minutes

Classifieds

2000 PORSCHE BOXSTER – 9456 miles. Over $8000 
exclusive options:  Artic silver, sport package, Nephrite 
Green special leather, 17” Sport Classic wheels, stainless 
door sills. Flawless. $16,000. Contact Frank Wosek at (231) 
264-5120 or email Diane Wosek at dfwosek@gmail.com. 
Former PCA and WMI members. (Aug 2012)

1989 PORSCHE 911 TURBO – Linen Metallic (silver) 
over grey leather interior. 115k miles, 2nd owner, service 
by German Auto for the past 14 years. Many mods, very 
fast. Divorce forces sale. $38,000. Contact Al Nelson at 
(231) 690-9092 or email i.xlr8@live.com. (that’s the letter 
“i”, a period, followed by “xlr8”) (Dec 2011) 

1972 PORSCHE 914 PARTS – We have a 1972 914 parts 
car with complete engine & transmission. Also most other 
parts. Also have a four-cylinder short block and additional 
914 parts. Let us know what you need. Contact Randy Por-
toluri at (616) 842-9266 or email lindaportoluri@charter.
net. (Sep 2012)

1989 PORSCHE 944S2 RACE CAR – PCA Stock E 
Class. Well-maintained and less than 10 hours on rebuilt 
engine. Recaro seat, B&B exhaust, 2 sets of 3-piece 
wheels (BBS & Forgeline), full cage, Bilstein coil-overs, 
Fabcar A-arms, quick-release steering wheel…to name just 
a few items. Comes with spare parts. Also available is a 
24-foot Wells Cargo trailer, 5,000-lb axles, diamond plate 
floor, tire rack, winch and storage container. Contact Craig 
Ackerman at (616) 866-1905 or email pcaackerman@aol.
com.  (Sep 2012)

WHEELS AND TIRES – OEM Porsche Cayman S 18” 
factory wheels (2008) with Pirelli Sottozero winter tires. 
Set of 4 (2 rear and 2 front w/TPMS), can be used on 
Boxsters, Caymans, and 911s. Great condition, used two 
winter seasons. Tires have 50% tread remaining, sizes 
are 235/40-R18 91V front, 265/40-R18 97V rear. Priced 
at $1,000. Contact Jamie Akemann at (616) 682-5302 or 
email jamieakemann12@comcast.net. (December 2012)

Classifieds
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Members must contact editor to renew. Editor reserves right to edit ads. Please refer to fee schedule and specifics on page 3. On the Cover:  Porsche L908 Grand Prix White and LM3A Guards Red; Toys await delivery in Santa’s workshop; Photo by Dan Phillips

WHEELS AND TIRES – 16” factory wheels & tires 
from a Porsche 911 (993), sizes are 205/55-16 front, 245/45-
16 rear. $500 o.b.o. Contact Glenn at (269) 751-5644.     
(July 2011)

BORLA CAT-BACK EXHAUST – Model #12654, fits 
most 2005-2008 Boxsters and Caymans. Professionally 
installed; professionally uninstalled 48 hours later, as wife 
said “Nicht! Uber laut!” Single men will not have this 
problem, nor will anyone whose car spends much time 
on the track. Performance gains in higher octaves read-
ily apparent! Paid $1400. Asking $950 OBO. Contact Joe 
Venturella at (616) 949-6157, or email pjv3591@comcast.
net (or) joe.venturella@farmersinsurance.com.  
(Nov 2012)

911MAX MULTI-CHIP – Fits 1984-1989 Porsche 911. 
Multiple mappings, including Stock, 93 Octane, Valet 
(3,000 RPM limit) and No-Start, easily modifiable via 
external switch, customizable via software. Works w/either 
24 or 28-pin DMEs. Price reduced - now only $100! Call 
Greg Calahan at (616) 617-0369 or email greg@cerulean-
group.com. (June 2011)

AUTO DETAILING SERVICE – References available. 
Call or e-mail Eric at Professional Car Appearance, LLC, 
(616) 706-4421 or ericpca911@yahoo.com.

WANTED – PCM 1st-generation CD-ROMs to copy; I 
have discs 1, 5, & 6, need the rest. Need maps 1, 5, or 6? I 
can help. These are NLA from Porsche. Contact Dan Phil-
lips at (616) 281-2459 or email dphil66@hotmail.com.



Owned by Rob & Sue Deming, 
PCA Members since 1987

2493 W. State Rd.
Hastings, MI 49058
Ph. (269) 945-2922
Fax (269) 945-0320

www.demingsautocollision.com

Along with our collision services, 
we also offer professional detailing. 
Would you prefer ‘Joe Wax-a-lot’ 
and a dirty towel, or an expert paint 
technician using the highest-quality 
products and equipment?Approved & Preferred

Certified

Technicians

Hagerty Insurance approved/preferred repair facility.• 
Two i-Car certified technicians, each with 10 to 15 • 
years of experience, repairing all makes & models, 
foreign & domestic.
We also repair aircraft, motorhomes, cargo and • 
travel trailers, and other recreational vehicles.
Restoration services available.• 
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ÜBER ALLES
Porsche Club of America, Western Michigan Region

December 2012

In this issue:
•	 December	Appetizer	Party	– Join us in Shelbyville for a relaxed good time on the 8th!
•	 TechSpalte	– Belts, Hoses, and Plastic Cooling System Parts
•	 All-New	2013	WMR	PCA	Calendar	– Several opportunities for you to host an event!
•	 Member	Profile	– Al Anderson shares the story of his 914 love affair
•	 Zone	4	Events	– Join us in January for the Auto Show in Detroit wmr.pca.org

We specialize in Service and
Restoration for your Porsche!

Tim Thatcher,
ASE-Certified Master Technician
PCA member since 1974

Our full-service shop can take care of your:

Porsche • Audi • VW • Mercedes-Benz • BMW
Saab • Volvo • Honda • Nissan • Toyota

American vehicles

PCA Member Discounts Available!

AUTOWERKS
EURO

INC.

9240 Belding Rd NE
Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 874-7932
www.euroautowerks.com

Open Mon-Fri 8-5:30
Pickup and Delivery Service
Available, please call for details!
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