
9240 Belding Road 
Rockford, MI 49341 

(616) 874-7932 
www.euroautowerks.com 

MON - FRI 8AM TO 5:30PM 
Since 1984 

 

PCA Member Discounts Available 

MEMBER 
SINCE 1974 

“In the 10 years I have taken my cars to 
Euro Autowerks, Tim and his staff have 

never let me down.  If you value excellent 
service, reasonable prices, impeccable 

honesty and a personal relationship with 
your technician, it’s the place for you.” 

 

Ed Blackwell, WMR -PCA Member 

   Porsche Is Our Passion 

Specializing in: 
Porsche, Mercedes Benz, BMW, 

Audi, Volkswagen, Volvo & SAAB 

Über Alles is the official monthly publication of the Western Michigan Region of the Porsche Club of America, Inc., a non-profit organization registered with 
the state of Michigan. Statements and opinions appearing herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the opinions of WMR PCA, PCA, its 
officers or members. The editor reserves the right to edit all material for publication and to publish only the material deemed appropriate and in the best inter-
est of WMR PCA and of PCA. Permission is granted to reprint in whole or in part, provided that A) credit will be given to the author(s), Über Alles, and WMR 
PCA, B) copyright is not involved, and C) a copy of the article is provided to WMR PCA upon publication. Subscriptions for non-members are $18.00 annually. 
Deadline for advertising & new content is on the 20th day of the month prior to the issue month. Über Alles is available electronically at http://wmr.pca.org/.
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The Enthusiast of the Year trophy is awarded each year 

at Winterfest. 2014 was a great year! 

183 of our members attended at least 1 event! 30+ earned 

more than 100 enthusiast points. But only 10 exceeded 

200 points for the year (with 3 people exceeding 300!). 

Not only does the Enthusiast of the Year get to hold onto 

a great looking trophy for the next 12 months, but they 

are also awarded 2 tickets to next year’s Winterfest. 

2015 could be the year you win! Everyone in the club is 

eligible to win, regardless of board or chairperson status. 

However, winners are excluded from eligibility for the 

next 2 years.

Enthusiast points are awarded as follows:

For attending a WMR event (excl. board meetings):            

Parties/Dinners: 10           

Autocross/Drivers Ed/Club Race: 10           

Driving your own Porsche to an event: 5           

50 or more miles one way: 10     

For participation in a WMR event (incl. volunteering):            

Chairing an event: 20           

Autocross/Drivers Education: 15           

Members who bring new members to an event: 10           

Über Alles Contributions 

(excl. President’s letter and editor comments):  

Pictures/Post-Event Write-ups and Articles submitted: 10

Delta Imports
6025 28th Street SE
Grand Rapids  MI  49546
(616) 988-9797
www.deltaimports.porschedealer.com
Monday and Wednesday 9:00am - 8:00pm
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm
Saturday 10:00am - 4:00pm

©2014 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. Optional equipment shown is extra.

Experience a mix of practicality and performance.
Although it heavily favors performance.

There's never been a Porsche that serves two masters. And the Cayenne is no exception. Its renowned sports car
performance is apparent at every turn. That said, the same ingenuity that makes fuel systems more efficient and
traction management systems smarter, serves us in a different respect--practicality. With plentiful seating and
creatively appointed storage space, to name just two. Visit our showroom to see the balance work for you.
Porsche. There is no substitute.

Experience the thrill of duality.
The Cayenne.
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2014 ENTHUSIAST OF THE YEAR
BY MARSHALL WALTERS, ENTHUSIAST CHAIR



CLASSIFIEDS IGNITION
HARDLY USED OR ABUSED JANUARY, 2015

 

1983 944 FOR SALE — $2995. 
Sienna Red Met. w/drk. brown 
int.; Car is a four time nat’l AutoX 
champion; One owner, meticulously 
maintained; Mechanically sound, 
runs & drives great; Only 85,000 
miles on current engine; Only 5,000 
miles on belts, rollers, and water 
pump; New windshield and battery, 
K&N air filter; Corbeau sport seats, 
Headers, cat test tube; Strut tower 
brace, Adjust. sway bars (28mm 
front, 22mm rear); Upgraded 
torsion bars, Koni “Yellow” Sport 
adjust. shocks/struts; Front springs 
upgraded to 400 lbs.; Slotted rotors, 
Semi-metallic brake pads, Stainless 
steel braided brake lines, ATE Super 
Blue brake fluid. Call 616-540-3275.

AUTO DETAILING SERVICE 
References available. Call or e-mail 
Eric at Professional Car Appearance, 
LLC, (616) 706-4421 or ericpca911@
yahoo.com.

ADVERTISING RATES:

The ÜBER ALLES magazine 
is published monthly by the  
Western Michigan Region of 
the Porsche Club of America.

Full page: 
Color:	 $105/month 
Black & White:	 $70/month

1/2 page: 
Color:	 $70/month 
Black & White:	 $45/month

1/4 page: 
Color:	 $45/month 
Black & White:	 $30/month

1/8 page: 
Color:	 $30/month 
Black & White:	 $20/month

Note: Color ads receive premier 
placement. Contact editor for 
exact size requirements.

Deadline for ad delivery and 
payment is the 15th of each 
month.

Please send your ads to: 
Wolfgang Hofmann 
PO Box 9877 
Wyoming, MI 49509 
wmrpca@wolfhofmann.com 
Phone (616) 730-1372

CLASSIFIEDS:

Free for WMR members, $3 for 
non-region PCA members, $5 
(2 lines) or $10 (4 lines) for 
non-PCA members (3 months)

Note: Members must contact 
editor to renew. Editor reserves 
right to edit ads. Please refer to 
prices above.

PAYMENT:

Please make checks payable to: 
WMR PCA

President’s Letter

Upcoming Events

Around the Zone

WMR PCA Charity Report

2015 Event Calendar

Tech Spalte

Classifieds

Enthusiast of the Year

Porsche Club of America, Western Michigan Region
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NORTH AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL AUTO SHOW 

COBO Center, Detroit, Michigan | PUBLIC SHOW: January 17-25, 2015

See “Around the Zone“ on Page 6 for more info and special PCA event info 

and pricing. Pre-registration is required via motorsportreg.com

“Ring out the old 

 ring in the new, 

Ring, happy bells, 

across the snow: 

The year is going, let him go; 

Ring out the false, 

ring in the true.” 

So reads a stanza from 

Section 106 of Tennyson’s 

“In Memoriam.”

On the cover:

Photography courtesy of 
Malcolm Griffiths / Below Zero Ice Driving 

http://www.belowzeroicedriving.com

THE TAILPIPE
BY WOLFGANG HOFMANN, ÜBER ALLES EDITOR

Congratulate these fine folks on their WMR PCA Anniversaries and extend 

a warm “Willkommen“ to our new members and transfers.
 

Glückwünsche! — Anniversaries

1 year   	 Scott & Atér Grondman, Chris & Mary Ingersoll, Richard Keyes,  

(2014)	 Joshua & Jodi Witzke, Mark Zavada, James & Laurie Ziech

5 years	 Jamie & Katie Akemann, Mark & Kathy Bonnema, (2010)	

15 years	 Randy & Lin Portoluri, (2000)	
 

Willkommen! — New Members	

George Dewey, Grand Rapids · ’09 Cayman

Howard Cousineau, Traverse City · ’02 911

Case Reimus, Jenison · ’06 Cayenne

Jürgen Englmaier, Portage · ’15 Macan



I hope all of you are enjoying 

a fulfilling, happy, and healthy 

holiday season and that the spirit 

of which will last through the 

coming year.  “White Christmas” 

showed up a month early here in 

west Michigan, stoking fears of 

another brutal winter ahead.

The snow was gone by the time of 

our Holiday Appetizer Party and 

those in attendance were treated to a lovely sunset over 

Lake Michigan as a backdrop for this warm gathering 

of friends. We’ll have to wait and see if January and 

February treat us as nicely, but I hope many of you can 

join us and host Rick Riley at Leo’s Seafood Restaurant 

on January 14; at Winterfest 2015 at Bar Divani in 

Grand Rapids on February 21; and at the Morning-After 

Brunch the following day. Our favorite marque has been 

garnering some high praise in the automotive press of 

late. The December 2014/January 2015 issue of “Road & 

Track” named the GT3 its Performance Car of the Year 

ahead of the Ferrari 458 Speciale, the Dodge Viper SRT 

TA, the Nissan GT-R Nismo, and the Ford Mustang GT 

Coupe Premium. 

The GT3 was described as “More emotion than the  

GT-R, less work than the Viper, and more comfy than 

the Ferrari. The Porsche 911 GT3 is the Belle of the Ball.” 

The January 2015 “Car and Driver” returned the Boxster 

and Cayman to their “10 Best Cars of 2015,” which were 

described as “the purest way to experience sports-car 

nirvana.”

	 Though not specifically related to Porsche, I’d 

like to recommend two books that have Michigan roots 

by author A.J. Baime for your winter reading pleasure. 

Currently in hardback is “The Arsenal of Democracy,” 

which charts the rise of the automotive industry in 

Detroit with primary focus on the role of Henry and 

Edsel Ford and their role in the industrialization of 

arms manufacturing during WW II as seen with the 

construction of the B-24 bomber plant at Willow Run, 

which by the end of the war was turning out a bomber 

an hour. It’s a fascinating historical, political, and 

sociological read. Published several years earlier, 

“Go Like Hell” is the story of Edsel Ford’s son, Henry 

Ford II or “The Deuce,” and the development of the 

Ford GT-40, which dominated LeMans for several years 

in the mid-60s. I found both real page-turners.

Safe motoring to all! — Mike

Über Alles Editor: 
Wolfgang Hofmann 
(616) 730-1372 
wmrpca@wolfhofmann.com

Webmeister: 
Craig Paull 
wmr.pca.org 
pca.wmr.webmeister@gmail.com

Social Media Chair: 
Joyce Lo 
(616) 920-9998 
wenpeng.lo@gmail.com

Interim Advertising Co-Chair: 
Ted Blacklidge 
(616) 866-4143 
sgrafex@chartermi.net

Interim Advertising Co-Chair: 
John Walters 
(269) 672-5055 
jwalters@wmis.net

Chief Driving Instructor: 
Terry Schieble 
(269) 329-1578 
no39rsr@sbcglobal.net

AutoCross Event Chair: 
Duane Weed 
(231) 250-9624 
duane@dwvideo.com

Safety Chair: 
Craig Ackerman 
(616) 866-1905 
pcaackerman@aol.com

Historian & Insurance Coordinator: 
Kurt Wirth 
(616) 956-0249 
kurtwirthsc356@comcast.net

Membership Chair: 
Jerry Arens 
(616) 457-4515 
jdarens62@aol.com

Registrar: 
Amber Door 
(616) 457-4525 
amdoor242@aol.com

WMR Enthusiast: 
Marshall Walters 
(269) 672-5055 
marshall.walters@towerswatson.com

Zone 4 Representative: 
Michael Soriano 
(419) 843-2070  
MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com

Delta Porsche, Grand Rapids, December 1, 2014  

Meeting was called to order by Mike Karluk at 7:00 pm.  

Members present were: Mike Karluk, Amber Door, 

Brenda Hildon-Kaempf, Wolfgang Hofmann, John & 

Marshall Walters, Ted & Gabi Blacklidge, Joyce Lo, 

Colin Carpenter, and Bob Yunger.

Treasurer’s Report:  Approved. On the charity front – a 

check to Midwest Traffic Safety Institute will go out next 

month and another payment to Kid’s Food Basket will be 

made after the event this weekend. We will pay online to 

receive the match. We’ve more than doubled charitable 

giving this year over last.

Membership Report:  

Primary Members:	 268  

Affiliate Members:	 184 

Total Members:	 452  

New Members:	 1 

Transfers In:	 0  

Transfers Out:	 0  

Non renewals:	 5  

Renewals:	 4

Minutes:  Minutes from November meeting approved.

Über Alles Editor’s Report:

Latest edition should be arriving this week. Survey in-

cluded (completely anonymous). Wolfgang encourages 

all to complete the survey. Will do a year-end re-cap at 

the next meeting.

Webmaster’s Report: Nothing new to report.

Social Media Report: Posted December Über Alles 

and survey on Facebook. Joyce would like to build an 

online photo library on Flicker. Feel free to e-mail photos 

to Joyce (please provide a little information about the 

photos you submit). She will set privacy restrictions to 

Wolfgang, Dan, and Craig, as well as herself. If you’d like 

to share your photos on Facebook, please let Joyce know 

that as well.

Insurance Report: :  

We are set for insurance through the end of the year.

Old Business:
•	 Brewery Vivant – hosed by Wolfgang and Miluzka 
	 Bubeck: A nice event, tour was very interesting, 
	 great food.
•	 Street Survival: Don is still looking for a suitable lot.   
	 He will be contacting the Fifth Third ballpark as an  
	 option.

New Business:

•	 Appetizer Party December 6, hosted by Mike Karluk  
	 and Barb Doss: Will be raffling 2, 5lb chocolate Santas.
•	 Road and Track: Porsche GT3 won the Performance  
	 Award.
•	 WinterFest: Bar Divani, February 21, 2015.  
	 More details to follow. 

 

Meeting was adjourned 7:37 pm 

Respectfully submitted by Brenda Hildon-Kaempf

HAPPY NEW YEAR WMR MEETING MINUTES
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT DECEMBER 1, 2014

Mike Karluk 
President,  
Western Michigan Region

Mike Karluk 
President,  
2001 Porsche 911 Turbo

9342 Whispering Sands Dr.
West Olive, MI 49460

mbkmd9198@charter.net

John Walters 
Past President,  
1988 Porsche 911 Coupe

 
2578 Selkirk Lake Dr
Shelbyville, MI 49344-9525
(269) 672-5055
jwalters@wmis.net

Brenda Hildon-Kaempf 
Secretary,  
1995 Porsche 993 
‘The Beast’  
 
637 South Shore Dr.
Kalamazoo, MI 49002-6942 
(269) 370-9183
blue911rsr@charter.net

Amber Door 
Treasurer,  
1984 Porsche 911 Coupe

 
645 Summerset Dr.
Jenison, MI 49428-7938
(616) 457-4515
amdoor242@aol.com

CHAIRPERSONS · SERVING YOUR CLUB
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OFFICERS
SERVING YOUR CLUB
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SPALTE
Tech

Contributed by WMR PCA member 
Tim Thatcher, ASE-Certified Master Technician 

and Owner, Euro Autowerks

IMPORTANT KEYS TO WINTER STORAGE – REVISITED
Proper care and precautions when preparing your car for 

winter storage can pay dividends in the future. Properly 

preparing your car involves much more than backing it 

into the garage and covering it. This month we will dis-

cuss each step necessary to properly store your car.

The place to start is to have the engine oil & filter 
changed. This will eliminate the harmful contaminates 

that accumulate in the oil and filter when driving and can 

damage your engine if left unattended.

Next on the list is the fuel system. Just prior to parking 

your car, fill your gas tank and add stabilizer per the 

instructions. Once you have the tank topped off, run the 

car for about twenty minutes to allow the stabilizer to 

get into all the fuel lines and injectors.

Once stored, we do not recommend starting the engine 
until spring. Short run times build up moisture in the 

engine and exhaust system and can be harmful over time.

While rolling the engine over during short-term storage 

periods is not necessarily required, it certainly won’t hurt. 

However, during an extended storage period it becomes 

more important. Short storage or long, any of these three 

methods will prevent the rings from resting in the same 

spot while in storage.

Disconnect the fuel pump fuse or relay and crank the en-

gine over briefly. Put the car in gear and push it forward 

a foot or so. Use a wrench to turn the crank-shaft, being 

sure to turn it in a clockwise direction only.

To keep your battery in tip-top shape, we recommend 

that you use a Battery Tender. A good battery tender will 

keep your battery properly charged and avoid discharge 

and/or over charging.  If you choose to disconnect your 

battery, make sure you know your radio code.

Adding 10 pounds or so of extra air to your tires can 

eliminate flat spots and keep your tires rolling smoothly. 

It also helps to move the car a foot or so from time to 

time, to let it rest on a different spot.

Prepare the exterior of your car with a good wash and 

wax. Once you’ve finished with the exterior, turn your 

attention to the interior. This is a good time to apply a 

good leather conditioner throughout. Apply it liberally, 

letting it soak in during the winter; a quick wipe down 

come spring and you’ll be on your way.

A very important step to prevent possible damage from 
rodents is to place dryer sheets in and around your car. 

Haven’t seen any sign of the little critters? Great! 

But don’t take a chance with your car; invest in a box 

of dryer sheets. (Visit http://www.curbly.com/chrisjob/

posts/1602-25-alternative-uses-for-fabric-softener-dry-

er-sheets to read about all the uses for dryer sheets) 

Cedar balls can be used in place of dryer sheets for 

rodent protection, however avoid putting mothballs in 

your car. All these items can be placed around the edges 

of your storage area to discourage rodents from taking 

up residences. Once your car is properly prepared for 

storage, you can relax and enjoy the winter activities, 

knowing that your car is ready for spring. Lastly, don’t 

forget your winter ride. Have its coolant, brakes, tires, 

heating system and state of tune checked. We offer a 

great discounted labor rate to our Porsche customers for 

whatever you own and will be happy to go over it for you.

On another note, we are extending the deadline for our 

Porsche Trivia Challenge to January 31st with the $100 

gift certificate still being awarded to the winner at the 

Winterfest. Details of the contest were printed in the 

September issue of the Über Alles on the Tech Spalte 

page. If you have questions regarding the Trivia 

Challenge, please email us at admin@euroautowerks.com 

and we will help you. We wish each of you a wonderful 
New Year! — Tim & Team
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JANUARY DINNER DRIVE
HOST:  RICK RILEY

We’re sure this will be a great reason to continue to eat, 

drink, and be merry, even while the cold gray of January 

in Michigan settles in. Meet up with us at Leo’s on 

Wednesday, January 14, and enjoy the great service, 

excellent food, and the beautiful setting with your 

Porsche Club friends.

If you want to do something beforehand, the Grand 

Rapids Art Museum will be open, and Leo’s is just around 

the corner. You can even park in the structure above 

the restaurant and walk inside Leo’s without having to 

venture onto a sidewalk - who could ask for more? 

Where:	

Leo’s Seafood Restaurant	

60 Ottawa Ave NW

Grand Rapids, MI 49503

(616) 375-2105

When: 

Wednesday, 14 January 2015

6:00 pm for drinks / 7:30 pm for dinner

Please RSVP with Rick Riley by Monday, January 12 via 

E-Mail: rick.riley01@gmail.com

	WINTERFEST 2015
HOST: BRENDA HILDON-KAEMPF AND THE WMR PCA BOARD

Mark your calendar for your Porsche club’s annual gala

event, WinterFest 2015! This year we will celebrate at a 

new venue – Bar Divani in Grand Rapids. Situated in the 

historic Blodgett Building, Bar Divani has established  

itself as one of Grand Rapids’ hidden gems, offering a 

modern but simple menu, punctuated with seasonal, 

fresh ingredients and bold flavors. Enjoy fellowship and 

Porsche enthusiasm over cocktails, followed by dinner 

and a brief presentation. Formal invitations with RSVP 

cards will be mailed out in January, so please watch for it!

Where:	

Bar Divani

15 Ionia SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

(616) 774-9463

Valet parking

When: 

Saturday, 21 February 2015

6:00 pm Social Hour / 7:30 pm Dinner



Maintenance and Repair

www.Lakes ideAutoTC . com

GLEN GORDON  23 1 -995-0041

3 4 3 9  C A S S  R OA D   T R AV E R S E  C I T Y,  M I  4 9 6 8 4

•  Po r ch e s  a r e  O u r  Pa s s i o n
•  A l l  P C A  M e m b e r  Re c e i ve  10% Off pARTs

•  We  C a n  A l s o  S e r v i c e  ALL  Yo u r  O th e r  Ve h i c l e s

H o u r s :  M o n d a y - Fr i d a y ,  8 - 5
O ve r  3 0  Ye a r s  G e rm a n  C a r  E x p e r i e n c e

John Walters

PORSCHE
Club of America

WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION

Get your WMR PCA 
Name Badge!

These are very high-quality name badges, per-
manently printed on a sturdy framed plate. The 
magnetic attachment won’t damage your clothes. 
Cost is $15 each, free shipping! Please send your 
check and correct name spelling to:

John Walters
2578 Selkirk Lake Dr
Shelbyville, MI 49344-9525

Please make your check payable to WMR PCA.

10% OFF PARTS FOR 
PORSCHE CLUB MEMBERS!

• Routine maintenance to track proven upgrades
• Outstanding customer service
• State of the art diagnostic equipment
• ASA master certified technicians
• Free shuttle service
• Conveniently located near downtown Grand 

Rapids

Serving the West Michigan Porsche  
community for over 30 years! 

(800) 260-8000
www.germanautoltd.com

1014 Scribner NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504
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Happy New Year! I hope that 

everyone enjoyed the Holiday 

Season and is ready for another 

exciting year in PCA. With the 

beginning of a new year, and 

as many regions start putting 

together their event calendars, 

why not reach out to the region 

leadership and offer to assist with 

an event. As is true with any organization, the more you 

put into it, the more you get out of it. The first Zone 4 

event of the year is the always popular Porsche Preview 

Event at the North American International Auto Show, 

which will be held from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. on Saturday, 

January 17, 2015. We have been working very closely with 

Porsche Cars North America to organize and plan this 

event. For this event, PCNA graciously opens the entire 

display to us, allowing our Zone 4 members exclusive 

access before the show opens to the public. In the 1st 

year, the ticket allotment was 118; last year it was 130, and 

this year we were able to obtain 200 tickets. Tickets are 

$20 per person, which includes your admission to the 

show as well as a catered continental breakfast. 

Pre-registration is required via motorsportreg.com.  

Another event to look forward to is Parade, which will 

be very close this year in nearby French Lick, IN from 

June 21-27, 2015. For details about everything related to 

Parade including tours, visit the Parade website: http://

parade2015.pca.org. Registration will open at Noon on 

March 17, 2015. 

Be sure to check your local region’s website and 

newsletter, as well as the Zone 4 website 

http://zone4.pca.org  for the latest details on the many 

events close to you that are being planned.— Michael

AROUND THE ZONE
BY MICHAEL SORIANO, ZONE 4 REPRESENTATIVE

After a 3-year hiatus the traditional “Morning After” Win-

terfest Brunch returns to Charley’s Crab in Grand Rapids. 

Please join us on Sunday, February 22nd at 12:00 for a 

casual brunch. Reservations have been made for 20 (or 

more) so we hope that you will join us.

Charley’s Crab is located in downtown Grand Rapids over 

looking the Grand River.  It has been offering some of the 

best seafood in Grand Rapids since 1979 and a Sunday 

Brunch Buffet that has been rated as on of the best in 

Grand Rapids for many years. Mark your calendars for 

what will prove to be a fabulous dining experience.  

 

Who:	 You and anyone you would like to bring along

What:	 “Morning After” Brunch

Where:	Charley’s Crab 63 Market Ave SW Grand Rapids

When: 	Feb. 22, 2015  -- High Noon

Why:    	Food, Fun & Fabulous Friends  

How:    	RSVP  by Wednesday February 18, 2015

 

RSVP to Amdoor242@aol.com or 616-340-0971 

by Wednesday February 18, 2015

MORNING AFTER BRUNCH
HOST: AMBER DOOR

Michael Soriano 
Zone 4 Representative,  
Porsche Club of America



The Experts in  
Hand Washing 

And Professional  
Auto Detailing! 

Paint Corrections 
Interior Detailing 
Scratch Removal 
Road Paint Removal 
Odor Abatement 
Paint Protection with 

Coupon Service 

Hand Polish  -  $129    OR    Machine Wax  -  $60 

Great Lakes Chemical 
Detailing & Auto Appearance 
870 40th Street SE  *  Grand Rapids, MI 49508  *  616‐246‐5134 

www.glchemical.com 

    " After 27,000 miles of Michigan driving 
and 18 DE track days at Grattan and  

Gingerman, our beloved 2007 Porsche 911 
Turbo was brought back to showroom  

appearance by Great Lakes Chemical.  It 
looks almost better than new.  A big thanks 
to Terry and Curt for the outstanding job."   

- Ted and Gabriele Blacklidge 
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Owners Rob & Sue Deming, PCA Members since 1987

Hagerty Insurance 
approved/preferred facility
We work with all insurance companies
Repairing all makes & models, 
foreign & domestic
Two experienced technicians, each 
with 10 to 20 years in the business

We can also help you with:
Professional paint detailing services 
Concours-winning restoration services

Deming’s restored the body of Dan Bird’s beautiful black concours-winning 
Porsche 356. This car was commented on by judges as “straightest body 
they had ever seen” at a California Porsches-only car show.

2493 W. State Rd. 
Hastings, MI 49058
E-Mail: info@demingsautocollision.com
Phone (269) 945-2922 Approved & Preferred

 - Many photos
   of projects in
   process
 - Meet our crew
 - Get in touch
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Ted Vogt and Carol Dehen
LPL Registered Principals

5150 Cascade Rd SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546
(616) 949-0900  (866) 949-0907

Securities offered through LPL Financial
Member FINRA/SIPC

Support The Club. 

 
Get access to about 500 potential 

customers, who appreciate exceptional

service, workmanship and skill.

See page 14 for advertising rates/info.

Advertise Your
Business Here.

2014 WMR PCA CHARITY REPORT
BY GABRIELE BLACKLIDGE, CHARITY CHAIR 

This report is to inform you that WEST MICHIGAN PCA 

MEMBERS ROCK! This year, in support of our designated 

charities, you nearly doubled your donations! Donations 

in 2013 were $2,350. 2014 donations were $4,604.75!  

Whoo hoo! You guys are awesome. Donation totals:

Kids Food Basket:	 $2,193.00

Midwest Traffic Safety Institute:	 $1,311.75

FAWMFB:	 $1,100.00 and 135 pounds of groceries

What a wonderful way to support the community. 

Thank you for your generous hearts. 2015 WMR PCA 

CHARITY GUIDELINES were again approved by 

members at the 2014 Planning Meeting.  

WMR PCA 2015 CHARITY GUIDELINES & GOALS: 

•	 To diversify charitable donations given 
	 by our generous WMR members

•	 To support organizations meeting the needs 
	 of Michigan recipients

•	 To enable WMR to support three specific 
	 categories for one year: 
	 — a charity focusing on nutritional needs of children 
	 — a charity focusing on hunger relief for families 
	 — a charity focusing on needy individuals to  
         secure a driver’s license. 

 

The proposed charities are: (information obtained 

through local media sources and online through Charity 

Navigator.)

KIDS FOOD BASKET: Kids Food Basket celebrated its 

10th year in 2012. The Grand Rapids-based non-profit 

sends nutritious meals, in paper sacks, home to schools 

in which 80% or more of the student population lives at 

or below the poverty line.  The meals contain more than 

1,000 calories with each of the necessary food groups.  

KFB serves over 6,000 elementary students in 35 Kent 

and Muskegon County schools every weekday.  

 

 FEEDING AMERICA WEST MICHIGAN FOOD BANK: 
“Since 1981, Feeding America West Michigan Food  

Bank has served as West Michigan’s regional nonprofit 

clearinghouse for saved, donated food on its way from 

the food industry to churches and charity agencies  

that assist needy people. Through our seven warehouses, 

we serve roughly 1,300 food pantries, homeless 

shelters, soup kitchens, domestic violence shelters, 

rescue missions and other charity agencies across 40 

Michigan counties (serving 100,000 families). Each year, 

we distribute close to 25 million pounds of food and 

other goods. [...] A whopping 98.7% of our expenses go 

directly into hunger relief programs. Only 1.3% goes to 

Administration and Fund-raising. FAWMFB has a four 

star out of five rating by Charity Navigator.”

MIDWEST TRAFFIC SAFETY INSTITUTE: This nonprofit 

was developed by Century Driving School after 

conversations with members of WMR who heard of a 

need for disadvantaged students who could not afford 

the cost of state-required drivers’ training and licensing. 

As a club dedicated to driving, the board supported this 

project to aid local students through subsidies. WMR 

has supported this organization for the last three years.  

Background information on Century Driving School: 

In business for 21 years with more than 46 locations 

in Michigan. Services include Segment 1 and 2 for 

students, Adult Drives, Road Tests, Driver Competency 

Assessment (DCA), AARP and Defensive Driving, just to 

name a few.

Distribution of WMR charitable donations in 2015:
The “Change for Charity Can” at every event will benefit 

the Kid’s Food Basket.

As selected, one or two WMR members’ events on the 

2015 calendar will support the Food Pantry with a 

request to bring non-perishable food/personal care 

items to the event for donation to Feeding America West 

Michigan.

The Charity Lap donations at the Grattan Drivers’ 

Education event will support the Midwest Traffic Safety 

Institute. 

Please note that on your WINTERFEST INVITATION, 

you will be asked to bring non-perishable food or 

personal items, cash or a check to FEEDING AMERICA, 

WEST MICHIGAN to the Winterfest event to help fill the 

food pantry for those in need. Please contact me with 

questions: Gabriele@chartermi.net
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2015 EVENT CALENDAR
WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION · PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA ADDITIONAL EVENTS WILL BE ADDED AS THEY BECOME AVAILABLE

Date Event Location Host(s)/Event Chair(s)

JAN 01-05 Monthly Board Meeting Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI WMR PCA Club

01-14 January Dinner Drive Leo’s Seafood Restaurant,
Grand Rapids, MI

Rick Riley

FEB 02-02 Monthly Board Meeting Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI WMR PCA Club

02-21 Winterfest 2015 Bar Divani, Grand Rapids, MI WMR PCA Club

02-22 Morning-After Brunch Charley’s Crab 63 Market Ave SW 
Grand Rapids

Amber Door & 
Jerry Arens

MAR 03-02 Monthly Board Meeting Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI WMR PCA Club

03-18 March Dinner Drive The Grattan Pub, 
Grattan, MI

Kurt Wirth, 
Ted & Gabi Blacklidge

APR 04-06 Monthly Board Meeting Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI WMR PCA Club

04-18 Annual Cookoff The Schieble Residence, 
Portage, MI

Terry & Dorilee Schieble

04-26 Spring Brunch Cygnus 27, 
Grand Rapids, MI

Wolfgang & Miluzka 
Bubeck

MAY 05-04 Monthly Board Meeting Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI WMR PCA Club

05-16 May Dinner Drive Destination TBD John & Marshall Walters

05-23 Sporting Clays Event Blendon Pines Gun Club, 
Zeeland, MI

Jerry Arens & 
Amber Door

JUN 06-01 Monthly Board Meeting Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI WMR PCA Club

06-10 Wednesday Night 
Cruise-In

Gilmore Car Museum, 
Hickory Corners, MI

Rick Riley

6-13 Euro Autowerks  
Open House

Rockford, MI Tim Thatcher and 
Euro Autowerks

06-21
through
06-27

Porsche Parade 2015
PCA National Event

French Lick, IN Porsche Club of America,
National Event,
Susan Brown

06-27 Parade Orphans 
Lunch Drive

Destination TBD Len & Bonnie Gawron

JUL 07-06 Monthly Board Meeting Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI WMR PCA Club

AUG 08-01 Red Barns Spectacular Gilmore Car Museum,
Hickory Corners, MI

Amber Door &  
Jerry Arens

08-03 Monthly Board Meeting Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI WMR PCA Club

Date Event Location Host(s)/Event Chair(s)

AUG 08-21
through
08-22

28th Street Metro 
Cruise

28th Street SE,  
Grand Rapids, MI

Non-PCA Event

SEP 09-14 Monthly Board Meeting Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI WMR PCA Club

09-26 September Dinner 
Drive

Destination TBD Dan & Ren Phillips

09-30 PCA Escape 2015
Escape to Rushmore

Black Hills of South Dakota Porsche Club of America, 
National Event

OCT 10-05 Monthly Board Meeting Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI WMR PCA Club

10-09
through
10-11

Porsche Rennsport 
Reunion V

Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca,
1021 Monterey Salinas Hwy, 
Salinas, CA 93908

Porsche Cars 
North America

TBD Annual Fall Color Tour Destination TBD TBD

NOV 11-02 Annual Planning Dinner Destination TBD WMR PCA Club

11-07 November Dinner Drive Destination TBD Randy & Linda Portoluri

DEC 12-01 Monthly Board Meeting Delta Imports, Grand Rapids, MI WMR PCA Club

12-12 December Appetizer 
Party

West Olive, MI Mike & Barbara Karluk

For more PCA National and Inter-Regional events, visit: https://www.pca.org/events For the full PCA Club Racing Schedule, visit: https://www.pca.org/club-racing

MOTORSPORT EVENTS CLOSE TO HOME
Date Event Location Host(s)/Event Chair(s)

AUG TBD IROC Series I — III Destination TBD Duane Weed,
Michael Betz

08-07
through
08-09

Driver Education Event Gingerman Raceway,
South Haven, MI

South-East Michigan 
Region PCA (SEM)

SEP 09-12
through
09-13

Grand Prix of Grattan 
DE

Grattan Raceway,
Grattan, MI

Ted Blacklidge

Thinking about hosting an event? 
Have a brilliant event idea?
 
Simply stop by our Monthly Board Meeting, or contact your 
WMRPCA Officers. We can help you work through the details.
For example: Driving Events require insurance, etc.
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The Experts in  
Hand Washing 

And Professional  
Auto Detailing! 

Paint Corrections 
Interior Detailing 
Scratch Removal 
Road Paint Removal 
Odor Abatement 
Paint Protection with 

Coupon Service 

Hand Polish  -  $129    OR    Machine Wax  -  $60 

Great Lakes Chemical 
Detailing & Auto Appearance 
870 40th Street SE  *  Grand Rapids, MI 49508  *  616‐246‐5134 

www.glchemical.com 

    " After 27,000 miles of Michigan driving 
and 18 DE track days at Grattan and  

Gingerman, our beloved 2007 Porsche 911 
Turbo was brought back to showroom  

appearance by Great Lakes Chemical.  It 
looks almost better than new.  A big thanks 
to Terry and Curt for the outstanding job."   

- Ted and Gabriele Blacklidge 
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Owners Rob & Sue Deming, PCA Members since 1987

Hagerty Insurance 
approved/preferred facility
We work with all insurance companies
Repairing all makes & models, 
foreign & domestic
Two experienced technicians, each 
with 10 to 20 years in the business

We can also help you with:
Professional paint detailing services 
Concours-winning restoration services

Deming’s restored the body of Dan Bird’s beautiful black concours-winning 
Porsche 356. This car was commented on by judges as “straightest body 
they had ever seen” at a California Porsches-only car show.

2493 W. State Rd. 
Hastings, MI 49058
E-Mail: info@demingsautocollision.com
Phone (269) 945-2922 Approved & Preferred

 - Many photos
   of projects in
   process
 - Meet our crew
 - Get in touch
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Ted Vogt and Carol Dehen
LPL Registered Principals

5150 Cascade Rd SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546
(616) 949-0900  (866) 949-0907

Securities offered through LPL Financial
Member FINRA/SIPC

Support The Club. 

 
Get access to about 500 potential 

customers, who appreciate exceptional

service, workmanship and skill.

See page 14 for advertising rates/info.

Advertise Your
Business Here.

2014 WMR PCA CHARITY REPORT
BY GABRIELE BLACKLIDGE, CHARITY CHAIR 

This report is to inform you that WEST MICHIGAN PCA 

MEMBERS ROCK! This year, in support of our designated 

charities, you nearly doubled your donations! Donations 

in 2013 were $2,350. 2014 donations were $4,604.75!  

Whoo hoo! You guys are awesome. Donation totals:

Kids Food Basket:	 $2,193.00

Midwest Traffic Safety Institute:	 $1,311.75

FAWMFB:	 $1,100.00 and 135 pounds of groceries

What a wonderful way to support the community. 

Thank you for your generous hearts. 2015 WMR PCA 

CHARITY GUIDELINES were again approved by 

members at the 2014 Planning Meeting.  

WMR PCA 2015 CHARITY GUIDELINES & GOALS: 

•	 To diversify charitable donations given 
	 by our generous WMR members

•	 To support organizations meeting the needs 
	 of Michigan recipients

•	 To enable WMR to support three specific 
	 categories for one year: 
	 — a charity focusing on nutritional needs of children 
	 — a charity focusing on hunger relief for families 
	 — a charity focusing on needy individuals to  
         secure a driver’s license. 

 

The proposed charities are: (information obtained 

through local media sources and online through Charity 

Navigator.)

KIDS FOOD BASKET: Kids Food Basket celebrated its 

10th year in 2012. The Grand Rapids-based non-profit 

sends nutritious meals, in paper sacks, home to schools 

in which 80% or more of the student population lives at 

or below the poverty line.  The meals contain more than 

1,000 calories with each of the necessary food groups.  

KFB serves over 6,000 elementary students in 35 Kent 

and Muskegon County schools every weekday.  

 

 FEEDING AMERICA WEST MICHIGAN FOOD BANK: 
“Since 1981, Feeding America West Michigan Food  

Bank has served as West Michigan’s regional nonprofit 

clearinghouse for saved, donated food on its way from 

the food industry to churches and charity agencies  

that assist needy people. Through our seven warehouses, 

we serve roughly 1,300 food pantries, homeless 

shelters, soup kitchens, domestic violence shelters, 

rescue missions and other charity agencies across 40 

Michigan counties (serving 100,000 families). Each year, 

we distribute close to 25 million pounds of food and 

other goods. [...] A whopping 98.7% of our expenses go 

directly into hunger relief programs. Only 1.3% goes to 

Administration and Fund-raising. FAWMFB has a four 

star out of five rating by Charity Navigator.”

MIDWEST TRAFFIC SAFETY INSTITUTE: This nonprofit 

was developed by Century Driving School after 

conversations with members of WMR who heard of a 

need for disadvantaged students who could not afford 

the cost of state-required drivers’ training and licensing. 

As a club dedicated to driving, the board supported this 

project to aid local students through subsidies. WMR 

has supported this organization for the last three years.  

Background information on Century Driving School: 

In business for 21 years with more than 46 locations 

in Michigan. Services include Segment 1 and 2 for 

students, Adult Drives, Road Tests, Driver Competency 

Assessment (DCA), AARP and Defensive Driving, just to 

name a few.

Distribution of WMR charitable donations in 2015:
The “Change for Charity Can” at every event will benefit 

the Kid’s Food Basket.

As selected, one or two WMR members’ events on the 

2015 calendar will support the Food Pantry with a 

request to bring non-perishable food/personal care 

items to the event for donation to Feeding America West 

Michigan.

The Charity Lap donations at the Grattan Drivers’ 

Education event will support the Midwest Traffic Safety 

Institute. 

Please note that on your WINTERFEST INVITATION, 

you will be asked to bring non-perishable food or 

personal items, cash or a check to FEEDING AMERICA, 

WEST MICHIGAN to the Winterfest event to help fill the 

food pantry for those in need. Please contact me with 

questions: Gabriele@chartermi.net



Maintenance and Repair

www.Lakes ideAutoTC . com

GLEN GORDON  23 1 -995-0041

3 4 3 9  C A S S  R OA D   T R AV E R S E  C I T Y,  M I  4 9 6 8 4

•  Po r ch e s  a r e  O u r  Pa s s i o n
•  A l l  P C A  M e m b e r  Re c e i ve  10% Off pARTs

•  We  C a n  A l s o  S e r v i c e  ALL  Yo u r  O th e r  Ve h i c l e s

H o u r s :  M o n d a y - Fr i d a y ,  8 - 5
O ve r  3 0  Ye a r s  G e rm a n  C a r  E x p e r i e n c e

John Walters

PORSCHE
Club of America

WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION

Get your WMR PCA 
Name Badge!

These are very high-quality name badges, per-
manently printed on a sturdy framed plate. The 
magnetic attachment won’t damage your clothes. 
Cost is $15 each, free shipping! Please send your 
check and correct name spelling to:

John Walters
2578 Selkirk Lake Dr
Shelbyville, MI 49344-9525

Please make your check payable to WMR PCA.

10% OFF PARTS FOR 
PORSCHE CLUB MEMBERS!

• Routine maintenance to track proven upgrades
• Outstanding customer service
• State of the art diagnostic equipment
• ASA master certified technicians
• Free shuttle service
• Conveniently located near downtown Grand 

Rapids

Serving the West Michigan Porsche  
community for over 30 years! 

(800) 260-8000
www.germanautoltd.com

1014 Scribner NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504
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Happy New Year! I hope that 

everyone enjoyed the Holiday 

Season and is ready for another 

exciting year in PCA. With the 

beginning of a new year, and 

as many regions start putting 

together their event calendars, 

why not reach out to the region 

leadership and offer to assist with 

an event. As is true with any organization, the more you 

put into it, the more you get out of it. The first Zone 4 

event of the year is the always popular Porsche Preview 

Event at the North American International Auto Show, 

which will be held from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. on Saturday, 

January 17, 2015. We have been working very closely with 

Porsche Cars North America to organize and plan this 

event. For this event, PCNA graciously opens the entire 

display to us, allowing our Zone 4 members exclusive 

access before the show opens to the public. In the 1st 

year, the ticket allotment was 118; last year it was 130, and 

this year we were able to obtain 200 tickets. Tickets are 

$20 per person, which includes your admission to the 

show as well as a catered continental breakfast. 

Pre-registration is required via motorsportreg.com.  

Another event to look forward to is Parade, which will 

be very close this year in nearby French Lick, IN from 

June 21-27, 2015. For details about everything related to 

Parade including tours, visit the Parade website: http://

parade2015.pca.org. Registration will open at Noon on 

March 17, 2015. 

Be sure to check your local region’s website and 

newsletter, as well as the Zone 4 website 

http://zone4.pca.org  for the latest details on the many 

events close to you that are being planned.— Michael

AROUND THE ZONE
BY MICHAEL SORIANO, ZONE 4 REPRESENTATIVE

After a 3-year hiatus the traditional “Morning After” Win-

terfest Brunch returns to Charley’s Crab in Grand Rapids. 

Please join us on Sunday, February 22nd at 12:00 for a 

casual brunch. Reservations have been made for 20 (or 

more) so we hope that you will join us.

Charley’s Crab is located in downtown Grand Rapids over 

looking the Grand River.  It has been offering some of the 

best seafood in Grand Rapids since 1979 and a Sunday 

Brunch Buffet that has been rated as on of the best in 

Grand Rapids for many years. Mark your calendars for 

what will prove to be a fabulous dining experience.  

 

Who:	 You and anyone you would like to bring along

What:	 “Morning After” Brunch

Where:	Charley’s Crab 63 Market Ave SW Grand Rapids

When: 	Feb. 22, 2015  -- High Noon

Why:    	Food, Fun & Fabulous Friends  

How:    	RSVP  by Wednesday February 18, 2015

 

RSVP to Amdoor242@aol.com or 616-340-0971 

by Wednesday February 18, 2015

MORNING AFTER BRUNCH
HOST: AMBER DOOR

Michael Soriano 
Zone 4 Representative,  
Porsche Club of America
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SPALTE
Tech

Contributed by WMR PCA member 
Tim Thatcher, ASE-Certified Master Technician 

and Owner, Euro Autowerks

IMPORTANT KEYS TO WINTER STORAGE – REVISITED
Proper care and precautions when preparing your car for 

winter storage can pay dividends in the future. Properly 

preparing your car involves much more than backing it 

into the garage and covering it. This month we will dis-

cuss each step necessary to properly store your car.

The place to start is to have the engine oil & filter 
changed. This will eliminate the harmful contaminates 

that accumulate in the oil and filter when driving and can 

damage your engine if left unattended.

Next on the list is the fuel system. Just prior to parking 

your car, fill your gas tank and add stabilizer per the 

instructions. Once you have the tank topped off, run the 

car for about twenty minutes to allow the stabilizer to 

get into all the fuel lines and injectors.

Once stored, we do not recommend starting the engine 
until spring. Short run times build up moisture in the 

engine and exhaust system and can be harmful over time.

While rolling the engine over during short-term storage 

periods is not necessarily required, it certainly won’t hurt. 

However, during an extended storage period it becomes 

more important. Short storage or long, any of these three 

methods will prevent the rings from resting in the same 

spot while in storage.

Disconnect the fuel pump fuse or relay and crank the en-

gine over briefly. Put the car in gear and push it forward 

a foot or so. Use a wrench to turn the crank-shaft, being 

sure to turn it in a clockwise direction only.

To keep your battery in tip-top shape, we recommend 

that you use a Battery Tender. A good battery tender will 

keep your battery properly charged and avoid discharge 

and/or over charging.  If you choose to disconnect your 

battery, make sure you know your radio code.

Adding 10 pounds or so of extra air to your tires can 

eliminate flat spots and keep your tires rolling smoothly. 

It also helps to move the car a foot or so from time to 

time, to let it rest on a different spot.

Prepare the exterior of your car with a good wash and 

wax. Once you’ve finished with the exterior, turn your 

attention to the interior. This is a good time to apply a 

good leather conditioner throughout. Apply it liberally, 

letting it soak in during the winter; a quick wipe down 

come spring and you’ll be on your way.

A very important step to prevent possible damage from 
rodents is to place dryer sheets in and around your car. 

Haven’t seen any sign of the little critters? Great! 

But don’t take a chance with your car; invest in a box 

of dryer sheets. (Visit http://www.curbly.com/chrisjob/

posts/1602-25-alternative-uses-for-fabric-softener-dry-

er-sheets to read about all the uses for dryer sheets) 

Cedar balls can be used in place of dryer sheets for 

rodent protection, however avoid putting mothballs in 

your car. All these items can be placed around the edges 

of your storage area to discourage rodents from taking 

up residences. Once your car is properly prepared for 

storage, you can relax and enjoy the winter activities, 

knowing that your car is ready for spring. Lastly, don’t 

forget your winter ride. Have its coolant, brakes, tires, 

heating system and state of tune checked. We offer a 

great discounted labor rate to our Porsche customers for 

whatever you own and will be happy to go over it for you.

On another note, we are extending the deadline for our 

Porsche Trivia Challenge to January 31st with the $100 

gift certificate still being awarded to the winner at the 

Winterfest. Details of the contest were printed in the 

September issue of the Über Alles on the Tech Spalte 

page. If you have questions regarding the Trivia 

Challenge, please email us at admin@euroautowerks.com 

and we will help you. We wish each of you a wonderful 
New Year! — Tim & Team
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JANUARY DINNER DRIVE
HOST:  RICK RILEY

We’re sure this will be a great reason to continue to eat, 

drink, and be merry, even while the cold gray of January 

in Michigan settles in. Meet up with us at Leo’s on 

Wednesday, January 14, and enjoy the great service, 

excellent food, and the beautiful setting with your 

Porsche Club friends.

If you want to do something beforehand, the Grand 

Rapids Art Museum will be open, and Leo’s is just around 

the corner. You can even park in the structure above 

the restaurant and walk inside Leo’s without having to 

venture onto a sidewalk - who could ask for more? 

Where:	

Leo’s Seafood Restaurant	

60 Ottawa Ave NW

Grand Rapids, MI 49503

(616) 375-2105

When: 

Wednesday, 14 January 2015

6:00 pm for drinks / 7:30 pm for dinner

Please RSVP with Rick Riley by Monday, January 12 via 

E-Mail: rick.riley01@gmail.com

	WINTERFEST 2015
HOST: BRENDA HILDON-KAEMPF AND THE WMR PCA BOARD

Mark your calendar for your Porsche club’s annual gala

event, WinterFest 2015! This year we will celebrate at a 

new venue – Bar Divani in Grand Rapids. Situated in the 

historic Blodgett Building, Bar Divani has established  

itself as one of Grand Rapids’ hidden gems, offering a 

modern but simple menu, punctuated with seasonal, 

fresh ingredients and bold flavors. Enjoy fellowship and 

Porsche enthusiasm over cocktails, followed by dinner 

and a brief presentation. Formal invitations with RSVP 

cards will be mailed out in January, so please watch for it!

Where:	

Bar Divani

15 Ionia SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

(616) 774-9463

Valet parking

When: 

Saturday, 21 February 2015

6:00 pm Social Hour / 7:30 pm Dinner



I hope all of you are enjoying 

a fulfilling, happy, and healthy 

holiday season and that the spirit 

of which will last through the 

coming year.  “White Christmas” 

showed up a month early here in 

west Michigan, stoking fears of 

another brutal winter ahead.

The snow was gone by the time of 

our Holiday Appetizer Party and 

those in attendance were treated to a lovely sunset over 

Lake Michigan as a backdrop for this warm gathering 

of friends. We’ll have to wait and see if January and 

February treat us as nicely, but I hope many of you can 

join us and host Rick Riley at Leo’s Seafood Restaurant 

on January 14; at Winterfest 2015 at Bar Divani in 

Grand Rapids on February 21; and at the Morning-After 

Brunch the following day. Our favorite marque has been 

garnering some high praise in the automotive press of 

late. The December 2014/January 2015 issue of “Road & 

Track” named the GT3 its Performance Car of the Year 

ahead of the Ferrari 458 Speciale, the Dodge Viper SRT 

TA, the Nissan GT-R Nismo, and the Ford Mustang GT 

Coupe Premium. 

The GT3 was described as “More emotion than the  

GT-R, less work than the Viper, and more comfy than 

the Ferrari. The Porsche 911 GT3 is the Belle of the Ball.” 

The January 2015 “Car and Driver” returned the Boxster 

and Cayman to their “10 Best Cars of 2015,” which were 

described as “the purest way to experience sports-car 

nirvana.”

	 Though not specifically related to Porsche, I’d 

like to recommend two books that have Michigan roots 

by author A.J. Baime for your winter reading pleasure. 

Currently in hardback is “The Arsenal of Democracy,” 

which charts the rise of the automotive industry in 

Detroit with primary focus on the role of Henry and 

Edsel Ford and their role in the industrialization of 

arms manufacturing during WW II as seen with the 

construction of the B-24 bomber plant at Willow Run, 

which by the end of the war was turning out a bomber 

an hour. It’s a fascinating historical, political, and 

sociological read. Published several years earlier, 

“Go Like Hell” is the story of Edsel Ford’s son, Henry 

Ford II or “The Deuce,” and the development of the 

Ford GT-40, which dominated LeMans for several years 

in the mid-60s. I found both real page-turners.

Safe motoring to all! — Mike

Über Alles Editor: 
Wolfgang Hofmann 
(616) 730-1372 
wmrpca@wolfhofmann.com

Webmeister: 
Craig Paull 
wmr.pca.org 
pca.wmr.webmeister@gmail.com

Social Media Chair: 
Joyce Lo 
(616) 920-9998 
wenpeng.lo@gmail.com

Interim Advertising Co-Chair: 
Ted Blacklidge 
(616) 866-4143 
sgrafex@chartermi.net

Interim Advertising Co-Chair: 
John Walters 
(269) 672-5055 
jwalters@wmis.net

Chief Driving Instructor: 
Terry Schieble 
(269) 329-1578 
no39rsr@sbcglobal.net

AutoCross Event Chair: 
Duane Weed 
(231) 250-9624 
duane@dwvideo.com

Safety Chair: 
Craig Ackerman 
(616) 866-1905 
pcaackerman@aol.com

Historian & Insurance Coordinator: 
Kurt Wirth 
(616) 956-0249 
kurtwirthsc356@comcast.net

Membership Chair: 
Jerry Arens 
(616) 457-4515 
jdarens62@aol.com

Registrar: 
Amber Door 
(616) 457-4525 
amdoor242@aol.com

WMR Enthusiast: 
Marshall Walters 
(269) 672-5055 
marshall.walters@towerswatson.com

Zone 4 Representative: 
Michael Soriano 
(419) 843-2070  
MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com

Delta Porsche, Grand Rapids, December 1, 2014  

Meeting was called to order by Mike Karluk at 7:00 pm.  

Members present were: Mike Karluk, Amber Door, 

Brenda Hildon-Kaempf, Wolfgang Hofmann, John & 

Marshall Walters, Ted & Gabi Blacklidge, Joyce Lo, 

Colin Carpenter, and Bob Yunger.

Treasurer’s Report:  Approved. On the charity front – a 

check to Midwest Traffic Safety Institute will go out next 

month and another payment to Kid’s Food Basket will be 

made after the event this weekend. We will pay online to 

receive the match. We’ve more than doubled charitable 

giving this year over last.

Membership Report:  

Primary Members:	 268  

Affiliate Members:	 184 

Total Members:	 452  

New Members:	 1 

Transfers In:	 0  

Transfers Out:	 0  

Non renewals:	 5  

Renewals:	 4

Minutes:  Minutes from November meeting approved.

Über Alles Editor’s Report:

Latest edition should be arriving this week. Survey in-

cluded (completely anonymous). Wolfgang encourages 

all to complete the survey. Will do a year-end re-cap at 

the next meeting.

Webmaster’s Report: Nothing new to report.

Social Media Report: Posted December Über Alles 

and survey on Facebook. Joyce would like to build an 

online photo library on Flicker. Feel free to e-mail photos 

to Joyce (please provide a little information about the 

photos you submit). She will set privacy restrictions to 

Wolfgang, Dan, and Craig, as well as herself. If you’d like 

to share your photos on Facebook, please let Joyce know 

that as well.

Insurance Report: :  

We are set for insurance through the end of the year.

Old Business:
•	 Brewery Vivant – hosed by Wolfgang and Miluzka 
	 Bubeck: A nice event, tour was very interesting, 
	 great food.
•	 Street Survival: Don is still looking for a suitable lot.   
	 He will be contacting the Fifth Third ballpark as an  
	 option.

New Business:

•	 Appetizer Party December 6, hosted by Mike Karluk  
	 and Barb Doss: Will be raffling 2, 5lb chocolate Santas.
•	 Road and Track: Porsche GT3 won the Performance  
	 Award.
•	 WinterFest: Bar Divani, February 21, 2015.  
	 More details to follow. 

 

Meeting was adjourned 7:37 pm 

Respectfully submitted by Brenda Hildon-Kaempf

HAPPY NEW YEAR WMR MEETING MINUTES
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT DECEMBER 1, 2014

Mike Karluk 
President,  
Western Michigan Region

Mike Karluk 
President,  
2001 Porsche 911 Turbo

9342 Whispering Sands Dr.
West Olive, MI 49460

mbkmd9198@charter.net

John Walters 
Past President,  
1988 Porsche 911 Coupe

 
2578 Selkirk Lake Dr
Shelbyville, MI 49344-9525
(269) 672-5055
jwalters@wmis.net

Brenda Hildon-Kaempf 
Secretary,  
1995 Porsche 993 
‘The Beast’  
 
637 South Shore Dr.
Kalamazoo, MI 49002-6942 
(269) 370-9183
blue911rsr@charter.net

Amber Door 
Treasurer,  
1984 Porsche 911 Coupe

 
645 Summerset Dr.
Jenison, MI 49428-7938
(616) 457-4515
amdoor242@aol.com
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SERVING YOUR CLUB



CLASSIFIEDS IGNITION
HARDLY USED OR ABUSED JANUARY, 2015

 

1983 944 FOR SALE — $2995. 
Sienna Red Met. w/drk. brown 
int.; Car is a four time nat’l AutoX 
champion; One owner, meticulously 
maintained; Mechanically sound, 
runs & drives great; Only 85,000 
miles on current engine; Only 5,000 
miles on belts, rollers, and water 
pump; New windshield and battery, 
K&N air filter; Corbeau sport seats, 
Headers, cat test tube; Strut tower 
brace, Adjust. sway bars (28mm 
front, 22mm rear); Upgraded 
torsion bars, Koni “Yellow” Sport 
adjust. shocks/struts; Front springs 
upgraded to 400 lbs.; Slotted rotors, 
Semi-metallic brake pads, Stainless 
steel braided brake lines, ATE Super 
Blue brake fluid. Call 616-540-3275.

AUTO DETAILING SERVICE 
References available. Call or e-mail 
Eric at Professional Car Appearance, 
LLC, (616) 706-4421 or ericpca911@
yahoo.com.

ADVERTISING RATES:

The ÜBER ALLES magazine 
is published monthly by the  
Western Michigan Region of 
the Porsche Club of America.

Full page: 
Color:	 $105/month 
Black & White:	 $70/month

1/2 page: 
Color:	 $70/month 
Black & White:	 $45/month

1/4 page: 
Color:	 $45/month 
Black & White:	 $30/month

1/8 page: 
Color:	 $30/month 
Black & White:	 $20/month

Note: Color ads receive premier 
placement. Contact editor for 
exact size requirements.

Deadline for ad delivery and 
payment is the 15th of each 
month.

Please send your ads to: 
Wolfgang Hofmann 
PO Box 9877 
Wyoming, MI 49509 
wmrpca@wolfhofmann.com 
Phone (616) 730-1372

CLASSIFIEDS:

Free for WMR members, $3 for 
non-region PCA members, $5 
(2 lines) or $10 (4 lines) for 
non-PCA members (3 months)

Note: Members must contact 
editor to renew. Editor reserves 
right to edit ads. Please refer to 
prices above.

PAYMENT:

Please make checks payable to: 
WMR PCA

President’s Letter

Upcoming Events

Around the Zone

WMR PCA Charity Report

2015 Event Calendar

Tech Spalte

Classifieds

Enthusiast of the Year

Porsche Club of America, Western Michigan Region

..Uber Allesw
m

r.p
ca.o

rg

14

4

5·6

6

7

8·9

12

14

15

NORTH AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL AUTO SHOW 

COBO Center, Detroit, Michigan | PUBLIC SHOW: January 17-25, 2015

See “Around the Zone“ on Page 6 for more info and special PCA event info 

and pricing. Pre-registration is required via motorsportreg.com

“Ring out the old 

 ring in the new, 

Ring, happy bells, 

across the snow: 

The year is going, let him go; 

Ring out the false, 

ring in the true.” 

So reads a stanza from 

Section 106 of Tennyson’s 

“In Memoriam.”

On the cover:

Photography courtesy of 
Malcolm Griffiths / Below Zero Ice Driving 

http://www.belowzeroicedriving.com

THE TAILPIPE
BY WOLFGANG HOFMANN, ÜBER ALLES EDITOR

Congratulate these fine folks on their WMR PCA Anniversaries and extend 

a warm “Willkommen“ to our new members and transfers.
 

Glückwünsche! — Anniversaries

1 year   	 Scott & Atér Grondman, Chris & Mary Ingersoll, Richard Keyes,  

(2014)	 Joshua & Jodi Witzke, Mark Zavada, James & Laurie Ziech

5 years	 Jamie & Katie Akemann, Mark & Kathy Bonnema, (2010)	

15 years	 Randy & Lin Portoluri, (2000)	
 

Willkommen! — New Members	

George Dewey, Grand Rapids · ’09 Cayman

Howard Cousineau, Traverse City · ’02 911

Case Reimus, Jenison · ’06 Cayenne

Jürgen Englmaier, Portage · ’15 Macan



The Enthusiast of the Year trophy is awarded each year 

at Winterfest. 2014 was a great year! 

183 of our members attended at least 1 event! 30+ earned 

more than 100 enthusiast points. But only 10 exceeded 

200 points for the year (with 3 people exceeding 300!). 

Not only does the Enthusiast of the Year get to hold onto 

a great looking trophy for the next 12 months, but they 

are also awarded 2 tickets to next year’s Winterfest. 

2015 could be the year you win! Everyone in the club is 

eligible to win, regardless of board or chairperson status. 

However, winners are excluded from eligibility for the 

next 2 years.

Enthusiast points are awarded as follows:

For attending a WMR event (excl. board meetings):            

Parties/Dinners: 10           

Autocross/Drivers Ed/Club Race: 10           

Driving your own Porsche to an event: 5           

50 or more miles one way: 10     

For participation in a WMR event (incl. volunteering):            

Chairing an event: 20           

Autocross/Drivers Education: 15           

Members who bring new members to an event: 10           

Über Alles Contributions 

(excl. President’s letter and editor comments):  

Pictures/Post-Event Write-ups and Articles submitted: 10

Delta Imports
6025 28th Street SE
Grand Rapids  MI  49546
(616) 988-9797
www.deltaimports.porschedealer.com
Monday and Wednesday 9:00am - 8:00pm
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm
Saturday 10:00am - 4:00pm

©2014 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. Optional equipment shown is extra.

Experience a mix of practicality and performance.
Although it heavily favors performance.

There's never been a Porsche that serves two masters. And the Cayenne is no exception. Its renowned sports car
performance is apparent at every turn. That said, the same ingenuity that makes fuel systems more efficient and
traction management systems smarter, serves us in a different respect--practicality. With plentiful seating and
creatively appointed storage space, to name just two. Visit our showroom to see the balance work for you.
Porsche. There is no substitute.

Experience the thrill of duality.
The Cayenne.
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2014 ENTHUSIAST OF THE YEAR
BY MARSHALL WALTERS, ENTHUSIAST CHAIR



9240 Belding Road 
Rockford, MI 49341 

(616) 874-7932 
www.euroautowerks.com 

MON - FRI 8AM TO 5:30PM 
Since 1984 

 

PCA Member Discounts Available 

MEMBER 
SINCE 1974 

“In the 10 years I have taken my cars to 
Euro Autowerks, Tim and his staff have 

never let me down.  If you value excellent 
service, reasonable prices, impeccable 

honesty and a personal relationship with 
your technician, it’s the place for you.” 

 

Ed Blackwell, WMR -PCA Member 

   Porsche Is Our Passion 

Specializing in: 
Porsche, Mercedes Benz, BMW, 

Audi, Volkswagen, Volvo & SAAB 

Über Alles is the official monthly publication of the Western Michigan Region of the Porsche Club of America, Inc., a non-profit organization registered with 
the state of Michigan. Statements and opinions appearing herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the opinions of WMR PCA, PCA, its 
officers or members. The editor reserves the right to edit all material for publication and to publish only the material deemed appropriate and in the best inter-
est of WMR PCA and of PCA. Permission is granted to reprint in whole or in part, provided that A) credit will be given to the author(s), Über Alles, and WMR 
PCA, B) copyright is not involved, and C) a copy of the article is provided to WMR PCA upon publication. Subscriptions for non-members are $18.00 annually. 
Deadline for advertising & new content is on the 20th day of the month prior to the issue month. Über Alles is available electronically at http://wmr.pca.org/.
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Let’s Get Together:� 
January Dinner Drive, 
Winterfest 2015, 
Morning After Brunch, 
Detroit Autoshow

Giving Back:� 
Presenting the 
2015 WMR Charity 
Guidelines

JAN
2015

wmr.pca.org


