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Among the things in your rearview mirror:
shoulda, coulda, woulda.

In fact, you could leave regret happily behind you. Because never again will you arrive
at a stoplight, look out the window, and see another car that incites envy. Though, for
many others, you will become the source of it.

Porsche. There is no substitute.

The 911. Only A Sports Car Takes You There. Porsche Grand Rapids

6025 28th Street SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546
616-988-9797
porschegrandrapids.com

© 2018 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of traffic laws at all times.
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REFLECTIONS

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

The West Michigan Region of PCA has lost a great friend with the death of Kurt Wirth on
Thursday, November 29, who succumbed to cancer. Kurt joined the WMR in 1979 and served
as President, organized the Grattan track weekend for fourteen years, kept our region’s
archives as Historian for longer than anybody could say, and was our Insurance coordinator.
He was a charming and debonair character who was interested in getting to know everyone
and always wanted to know how you were doing. | had no idea Kurt was ill until | receive

an email from him on October 29 simply requesting that | relieve him of his duties because
of his increasing health problems. | was informed of the gravity of his health problems the
week before Thanksgiving and created a Certificate of Appreciation for all his contributions

Mike Karluk
President, to the club. Kurt passed before we could present it to him, but it was received with heartfelt

Western Michigan Region gratitude along with a card of condolence signed by the forty-six attendees of the Holiday
Appetizer Party by the younger of his two sons, Alex, during our December Board. Alex told us that Porsche cars were
chronologically the first of Kurt’s three great loves of his life, the second being his family, and the third his career with

S.C. Johnson corporation.

| was working on a personal letter to Kurt thanking him for all his contributions to the club when | learned of his
passing. While considering this task, | thought about a question that occasionally comes up during reflective
moments: What was the happiest time in your life? My reflexive response, that I'll stick to with some qualifiers, was
the ten-year period between graduating from college and entering medical school when | was actively involved with
the University of Chicago Track Club as a competitor, assistant coach, official, and ultimately as Coach following the
death of its founder and my mentor, Ted Haydon. | had interesting hospital and counseling jobs during the work day
that ultimately led me into medical school and my career as a psychiatrist while training, competing, and officiating
on nearly a daily basis year-round after work and on weekends as a member of a large and vibrant community of
individuals bonded by their love of track and field. My experience with the WMR of PCA parallels my experience with
the Track Club. The camaraderie Barb and | have experienced with a wonderfully diverse group of people who share
a common passion for Porsches in our nine years of membership in the WMR has been similar and | can’t help but
think Kurt must have had the same experience, albeit for thirty-nine years. Thanks for being one of the many standout
individuals who has enriched my life for the past nine years, Kurt, and thanks to his wife, Shirley, for sharing him with
us.

January will bring a changing of the guard on the Board. Jim Chiavaras will be stepping up as newly elected President,
Frank Connor is replacing Jim as Vice President, and Marshall Walters is taking over the job of Secretary so ably
executed for years by Brenda Hildon-Kaempf. Chuck Olenyk is assuming the Historian post and Tyan Roelands is
taking over coordinating Insurance for group driving events. It’s been an honor and privilege to serve as President for
the past five years. Thank you all and have a wonderful and safe holiday season.

Signing off...
-Mike

ACCESS THE MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES ON OUR WEBSITE.
HTTP://WMI.PCA.ORG/ABOUT-US/MINUTES/MINUTES-ARCHIVE/

We’re looking for event hosts for 2019

Simply stop by our Monthly Board Meeting, or contact our WMR PCA

Social Events Coordinator, Lynne Olenyk, with your event ideas.

Lynne will help you work through the details and make your event a success.
E-Mail: lynniemarie@charter.net - Phone: (616) 710-0122
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JANUARY DINNER DRIVE

HOST: RICK RILEY

Are you ready? It's time to kick off the 2019 season of the
Western Michigan Porsche Club! Our first official event will
involve eating, drinking and socializing (imagine that)! We
will gather at Charley's Crab in downtown Grand Rapids
(Free Parking). Please mark your calendars and plan to join

your Porsche friends for a fun evening of camaraderie.

WHEN: Wednesday, January 16, 2019
6:00pm Cocktails, 7:00pm Dinner
WHERE: Charley’'s Crab

63 Market Avenue, S.W.
Grand Rapids, Ml 49503

RSVP By: January 11, 2018
Rick.Riley@Grandxray.com or
Call 616-459-0145 and speak with
Kelli; mention you would like to
RSVP for the Charlie's Crab Dinner Drive

IN REVIEW: NOVEMBER DINNER DRIVE

BY: RANDY PORTOLURI

On November 17 we once again met at Peppino's Sports Grill
in Allendale. 13 members attended. The weather was not as
cooperative as in past Novembers and many of us have put
our babies to bed for the winter except for one couple. Once
again the food was terrific and the fellowship was superb as
always. Our many thanks to the staff of Peppino’s and all that

showed up.

(4] I facebook.com/wmrpca
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AROUND THE ZONE

BY LORI SCHUTZ

Hi Zone 4,
This is my 12t edition of Around the
Zone, to close out 2018. What an

incredible year we’ve had.

| started the month of November

at a non-PCA event, however with
PCA members. Those of you who know my Boxster S
are aware that | am a strong supporter of the Komen
Foundation, and raise money to find a cure for cancer. |
completed the 3-Day 60 Mile Walk in Dallas, Texas, and
raised over $2,500 this year. While great strides have
been made, we still are not curing everyone of cancer.
Late in the month, Western Michigan Region said a final
farewell to a very long-standing member, Kurt Wirth.
While | realize that each region has special members
who pass, | was proud to call Kurt a friend since | joined
PCA in1983. He was an avid PCA enthusiast and held
almost every region board position and committee job
available since he joined in 1979. Fond memories captured
in photos through the year can be found on the Western

Michigan website, here is my favorite.

Kurt Wirth, Left, with Lori Schutz and Doug Tepper, then
president of Western Michigan Region, 1993 Parade

The 2" weekend in November | got out of the cold

and served as a Scrutineer at the final PCA Club Race
event of the season at Buttonwillow Raceway, north of
Los Angeles. Then the following weekend, | enjoyed

the festivities of the start of many holiday / end of year
parties with Central Indiana Region. A silent auction
raised funds for their charity, and | was honored to share

my father’s stories of being the Porsche CEO.

The final Friday of November | was happy to attend the
Banquet for Maumee Valley Region in Toledo. Everyone
received a parting gift of a beautiful glass stein with
etched logo. Many year end recognition awards were
presented by Barney Stewart, their president. The
awards were inspired by the Parade trophies, with the
assistance from Michael Soriano, our National Awards
Chair who was also there with his wife Lisa, who will be
their president next year. Barney recognized their charity
with a donation to help feed hungry children in the school
system by Mobile Wheels of Toledo, here with their
representative. Charity and giving back is a huge part

of all of our Zone 4 regions year round, of which | am so

proud.

Maumee Valley Region President Barney Stewart presents a check to
Mobile Meals of Toledo at their annual banquet.
The weekend rounded out with the Appetizer party on
the western coast of Michigan, with the Western Michigan
Region Gang. A wonderful evening with friends new and

from the past.

Cheers - Lori
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Kurt Wirth
1930 - 2018

A long-time member of Western Michigan Region left us Thursday, November 29. Kurt was born and raised in
Germany and had some interesting tales of life there. Eventually he migrated to the US and became a citizen.
He was employed much of his life by S. C. Johnson, working for the company both in Europe and here. He
acquired his beloved 1965 356 SC in Europe and brought it to America with him. In 1979, Kurt joined Porsche
Club and WMR. During his time with the club he served in a variety of posts, including President, the Grattan
driving event chair, and most recently historian and insurance coordinator. Kurt is survived by his wife Shirley,
a sister (Monica Kreitz, who lives in Germany), two adopted sons (Geoffrey Towner Wirth and Alexander Reed
Wirth-Cauchon) and his daughter Stephanie Alexandra Wirth along with their family members. Kurt had four
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. He was a regular at a variety of events, and always brought
with him a touch of European flair. You can find his complete obituary in The Grand Rapids Press. Rob Clark
has penned a tribute, which you can obtain from the WMR PCA Website. Also on the WMR PCA Website

is a picture gallery tribute to Kurt Wirth that the Webmeister hopes to expand over time. He will be sorely

missed. Farewell, good friend.

~J I facebook.com/wmrpca
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2019 EVENT CALENDAR

WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION - PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA

JAN

FEB

MAR

APR

MAY

JUN

JUL

Date

01-07

01-16

01-26 to
01-27

01-31 to
02-03

02-04

02-16

02-17

03-04

03-08

03-10

03-27

04-01

04-03 to
04-06

04-13

05-06

05-11

05-18

06-01to
06-02

06-03

06-08

TBD

07-01

07-08

07-03

07-17

07-21to
07-27

Event

Monthly Board Meeting

January Dinner Event

Rolex 24 at Daytona

Michigan International
Auto Show

Monthly Board Meeting
Winterfest 2019
Morning After Brunch

Monthly Board Meeting

WERKS Reunion -
Amelia Island

Daylight Savings Brunch

March Dinner Event

Monthly Board Meeting

Treffen Santa Barbara
Spring 2019

Annual Cookoff

Monthly Board Meeting

May Dinner drive

Sporting Clays

Belle Isle Grand Prix
Porsche Car Corral

Monthly Board Meeting

Tech Session

Spring Up

Monthly Board Meeting

Deutsch Marques: A
German Auto Event

TBD

Gilmore Cruise In

2019 Porsche Parade

For more PCA National and Inter-Regional events, visit:

https://www.pca.org/events

Location

Porsche Grand Rapids

Charley's Crab, Grand Rapids, Ml

Daytona International Raceway,
Daytona Beech, FL

DeVos Place, Grand Rapids, Ml

Porsche Grand Rapids
Thousand Oaks, Grand Rapids, Ml
TBD

Porsche Grand Rapids

Omni Amelia Island Plantation,
Fernandina Beach, FL

Cygnus27, Amway Grand Plaza,
Grand Rapids, Ml

Grattan Irish Pub, Grattan Ml

Porsche Grand Rapids

Hilton Santa Barbara
Beachfront Resort

Ada, Ml

Porsche Grand Rapids

TBD

Blendon Pines Gun Club
Zeeland, M|

Belle Isle
Detroit, Ml

Porsche Grand Rapids

Euro Autowerks
Rockford, M|

Northern Michigan

Porsche Grand Rapids

Gilmore Car Museum
Hickory Corner, Mi

TBD

Gilmore Car Museum
Hickory Corners, Ml

Boca Raton Resort & Club
Boca Raton, FL

For the full PCA Club Racing Schedule, visit:
https://www.pca.org/club-racing

Host(s)/Event Chair(s)

WMR PCA

Rick Riley

Non-WMR PCA Event

Non-WMR PCA Event

WMR PCA
WMR PCA
Jerry Arens & Amber Door

WMR PCA

PCA

Wolfgang & Miluzka Bubeck
Rick Riley

WMR PCA

PCA

Frank & Raeni Conner,
Glenn & Lannie Eisenbrandt

WMR PCA

Frank & Raeni Conner,
Glenn & Lannie Eisenbrandt

Jerry Arens & Amber Door
PCA

WMR PCA

Euro Autowerks

Robert Steffens
WMR PCA

Non-WMR PCA Event
Barb Doss

Rick Riley

PCA
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ADDITIONAL EVENTS WILL BE ADDED AS THEY BECOME AVAILABLE

Date
AUG 08-03
08-05
08-16
08-17

08-23 to
08-24

09-04 to

SEP 09-07

09-10

09-14 to
09-15

09-21
09-28
OCT 10-07

TBD

NOV 1-04
1-17
DEC 12-02

12-07

Event

Red Barn Spectacular

Monthly Board Meeting

WERKS Reunion -
Monterey

August Dinner Drive

28t Street Metro Cruise
Kickoff

Treffen Vermont
Fall 2019

Monthly Board Meeting
Grand Prix of Grattan
High Performance Driver's

Education

Porsches and BBQ

September Dinner Drive

Monthly Board Meeting

Fall Color Tour

2020 Planning &
Board Meeting

November Dinner Drive

Monthly Board Meeting

Annual Appetizer Party

For more PCA National and Inter-Regional events, visit:

https://www.pca.org/events

Location

Gilmore Car Museum,
Hickory Corners, Ml

Porsche Grand Rapids

Corral de Tierra Country Club
Salinas, CA

TBD

Porsche Grand Rapids

Woodstock Inn & Resort
Woodstock, VT

Porsche Grand Rapids

Grattan Raceway, Grattan, Ml

Allegan, Ml

TBD

Porsche Grand Rapids

TBD

TBD

TBD

Porsche Grand Rapids

West Olive, Ml

Host(s)/Event Chair(s)

Jerry Arens & Amber Door

WMR PCA Club

PCA

Tyan & Lisa Roelands

Porsche Grand Rapids

PCA

WMR PCA

Ted Blacklidge

CB & Kelly Bursk

Randy & Lin Portoluri

WMR PCA

TBD

WMR PCA

Randy & Lin Portoluri

WMR PCA

Mike Karluk & Barb Doss

For the full PCA Club Racing Schedule, visit:

https://www.pca.org/club-racing

facebook.com/wmrpca

ol
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Contributed by WMR PCA member
Tim Thatcher, ASE-Certified Master Technician
and Owner, Euro Autowerks

ALL IN A DAY'S WORK AT
EURO AUTOWERKS

While most of our customers are pretty good at having
their cars serviced in a timely manner, every now and then
a vehicle comes in which has not been properly serviced.
The following pictures show examples of what can happen
when regular service is overlooked.

Oil is the lifeblood of your engine, not changing it in a
timely manner can cause major damage and wear. Proper
service will avoid filter failure such as these.

Life-time coolants and lubricants are only good for the
salesman, not your car. Contaminates and heat can
combine to turn your “life-time” material into poison for
your car. Check out these cups of “life-time” coolants.
Which would you want in your car?

High engine temperatures can wear on an engine’s
components. Here is why we recommend checking and
cleaning your radiator on a regular basis to keep the air
flowing and prevent corrosion of the corners.

Fuel systems can become plugged and inoperative when
fuels set too long in a vehicle. Over time, gasoline that sits
in the tank will turn into varnish. When moisture gets into
the gas, it causes rust inside the tank which will eventually
end up in your carburetors.

Most people never give spark plugs a second thought, but
what happens when they fail can be catastrophic. Failure
of a spark plug resulted in this intake being blown up
when the fuel mixture was allowed to build up and there
was a mis-fire under boost.

Here’s a great illustration of what you don’t want to see
noted on the Pre-purchase Inspection report you ordered
for that vintage Porsche you just have to have.

Here’s a great example of why we recommend pinning
the coolant pipes on your 996 and 997 Turbos. Imagine
yourself having a great day at the track or hitting the road
when your car overheats due to a sudden loss of coolant
caused by coolant pipes coming apart. These pipes
came un-glued and came apart. These pipes have been
“pinned” and will remain connected.

Here’s a great picture of what you don’t want me to find
inside of your car’s transmission. Transmission gear failure
equals a bad day.

(continued on page 13)
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OFFICERS

SERVING YOUR CLUB

Mike Karluk
President,
2016 Porsche Cayman GT4

9342 Whispering Sands Dr.
West Olive, Ml 49460

mbkmd9198@charter.net

(Tech Spalte continued from page 12)

Jim Chiavaras
Vice President,
2014 Cayman S

7505 Old Lantern Dr
Caledonia, Mi 49316
616-293-5862

jpcdo@comcast.net

Brenda Hildon-Kaempf
Secretary,
1995 Porsche 993 ‘The Beast’

637 South Shore Dr.
Kalamazoo, Ml 49002-6942
(269) 370-9183
blue9lirsr@charter.net

Amber Door
Treasurer,
1984 Porsche 911 Coupe

645 Summerset Dr.
Jenison, M| 49428-7938
(616) 340-0971
amdoor242@aol.com

What | did not find under my Christmas tree?

How many guys does it take to solder one wire???

Apparently two.

Here’s the part of your wire harness that you don’t want

to see. Power leads to the air pump.

-Tim

CHAIRPERSONS - SERVING YOUR CLUB

Uber Alles Editor:
Lina Spross (616) 706-4422
uberwmr@gmail.com

Webmeister:
Craig Paull wmr.pca.org

pca.wmr.webmeister@gmail.com

Interim Advertising Co-Chair:
John Walters (616) 260-1082
jwalters@wmis.net

HPDE Chair:
Ted Blacklidge (616) 866-4143
sgrafex@chartermi.net

Social Media Chair:
Joyce Lo (616) 920-9998
wenpeng.lo@gmail.com

Social Events Coordinator:
Lynne Olenyk (616) 710-0122
lynniemarie@charter.net

Interim Advertising Co-Chair:

Ted Blacklidge (616) 866-4143
sgrafex@chartermi.net

Chief Driving Instructor:
Jeff Kolk (616) 836-3524
kolkracing@gmail.com

AutoCross Event Chair:
Michael Betz (616) 460-8880
mmbetz@image-stream.com

Safety Chair:
Eric Spross (616) 702-4421
ericpca9ll@yahoo.com

Insurance Coordinator:
Tyan Roelands (616) 295-5715
tyanroelands@gmail.com

Historian:
Chuck Olenyk (616) 258-9575
olenyks@chartermi.net

Membership Chair:
Jerry Arens (616) 457-4515
jdarens62@aol.com

Registrar:
Amber Door (616) 340-0971
amdoor242@aol.com

WMR Enthusiast:
Marshall Walters (616) 780-1210
marshall.walters@willistowerswatson.com

Charity Chair:
Lin Portoluri (616) 842-9266
lindaportoluri@charter.net

Zone 4 Representative:
Lori Schutz (972) 890 7405
Scmink2@earthlink.net

—
W I facebook.com/wmrpca
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CLASSIFIEDS

HARDLY USED OR ABUSED

PORSCHE DESIGN, IWC WATCH
Porsche Design, IWC,
Ocean 500, Sapphire
crystal, self winding
mechanical movement.
Water resistant to
500 meters. Excellent
condition. List price
was $3995. Will sell for
best offer over $1000
by Christmas. Contact

Ted Blacklidge at (616)635-7997 or email

sgrafex@chartermi.net

981/718 GENUINE FLOORMATS

Brand New, Never Used, Exclusive

and hard to find genuine Porsche black
floormats with Porsche logo and outer
stitching in Dark Silver. Uses the original
mounting points making this a flawless and
easy upgrade.

Fits all Boxster, 911 Carrera (all versions),

& Cayman models 2013 or newer for all
North American models and left hand drive
models. Suncoast Price $139.95,

Yours for $75.00.

Contact Jim Scatena at (231)690-1634 or
jimscatenal@gmail.com

911 FUCHS AND TIRES FOR SALE
Wheels and tires in good condition.
Front: 911362113, 6 x 16, ET36, 205 55 R16
Rear: 911362115, 7x16, ET23.3, 225 50 R16
Tires: Yokohama Advan A048 $1300 (set).
Contact Eric Spross at (616)706-4421 or
ericpca9ll@yahoo.com

RARE PORSCHE PARTS

(4) 6 X 15 Fuchs wheels, P/N
911.361.020.10, 1975 date code, black
centers, rim edges are untouched.
Purchased in 1992 from Stuttgart
House of Parts in Mooresville, NC for
914 project. Never mounted. $1600 /
OBO. Contact Bob Johnson at E-Mail:
laser314@att.net or call (616)393-5990

1972 914 PARTS FOR SALE

Parts from a 914 used to fix another

914. These parts are in good shape.

The following are available: interior
parts and panels, dash parts and
instruments, windows, body trim, tail
lights, brake and engine parts plus other
miscellaneous items. For a full list contact
Randy Portoluri at (616) 842-9266 or
rportoluri66@charter.net. | may have just
what you need!

2009 911 CARRERA

29,950 miles, 2nd owner. White with gray
leather. PDK, heated seats & steering
wheel, Bose High End Sound, XM radio,
Launch and Power Comfort Seats!

Within last thousand miles: Oil &
filter change, flushed brake fluid, new
serpentine belt, new spark plugs, new
coils/tubes, cabin air filter and engine
(3.6) air filters.

Always in (heated) garage. Purchased
from Porsche dealership May 2017.

One “very” small dimple, very small
windshield stone chip and the usual
scraped front spoiler. This car is in
excellent condition and never tracked!
$46,000 firm. Request photos call or text
Mike @ (231)632-0123.

WHEELS AND WINTER TIRES PACKAGE
Set of Black Porsche
specific cup wheels (SAA
Sport Cup Edition 4) &
Pirelli Sottozero tires. Tires

bought in 2017 with
50 miles on them,
but never used. Tires
are 235/40/18 and
265/40/18. Wheels
are staggered 18x8

& 18x10. Wheels are
like new. No Center
Caps. OEM ones fit
perfect. Used on

my 2010 997.2. Paid $2000 for the set,

asking $1500 / OBO. Please call Ray at

(616)929-0141

AUTO DETAILING SERVICE

References available. Call or e-mail Eric at
Professional Car Appearance, LLC,
(616)706-4421 or ericpca9ll@yahoo.com.

ADVERTISING RATES:

The UBER ALLES magazine
is published monthly by the
Western Michigan Region of
the Porsche Club of America.

Full page:

Color: $105/month
Black & White: $70/month
1/2 page:

Color: $70/month
Black & White: $45/month
1/4 page:

Color: $45/month
Black & White: $30/month
1/8 page:

Color: $30/month
Black & White: $20/month

Note: Color ads receive
premier placement. Contact
editor for exact size
requirements.

Deadline for ad delivery and
payment is the 15th of each
month.

Please send your ads to:
Lina Spross
uberwmr@gmail.com

Phone (616) 706.4422

CLASSIFIEDS:

Free for WMR members,

$3 for non-region PCA members,
$5 (2 lines) or $10 (4 lines) for
non-PCA members (3 months)

Note: Members must contact
editor to renew. Editor
reserves right to edit ads.
Please refer to prices above.

PAYMENT:

Please make checks payable
to:. WMR PCA


http://wmr.pca.org
mailto:sgrafex@chartermi.net
mailto:jimscatena1@gmail.com
mailto:ericpca911@yahoo.com
mailto:laser314@att.net
mailto:rportoluri66%40charter.net?subject=
mailto:ericpca911@yahoo.com
mailto:uberwmr@gmail.com

THE TAILPIPE

Join me in congratulating these fine folks on their WMR

PCA Anniversaries and extend a warm “Willkommen* to
our new members and transfers.

Gliickwiinsche! — Anniversaries

1year (2017) Nancy Fazio, Tim & Kristina Wykeham

5 years (2013) Andrew Schipper

35 years (1983) James & Nancy Knister

Willkommen! — New Members & Transfers

No new members in December

Transfer In: Larry Goodenow & Russell Noll,
Maple City, '89 911 /12 911

facebook.com/wmrpca

-
n
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Uber Alles is the official monthly publication of the Western Michigan Region of the Porsche Club of America, Inc., a non-profit organization registered with

the state of Michigan. Statements and opinions appearing herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the opinions of WMR PCA, PCA, its
officers or members. The editor reserves the right to edit all material for publication and to publish only the material deemed appropriate and in the best interest
of WMR PCA and of PCA. Permission is granted to reprint in whole or in part, provided that A) credit will be given to the author(s), Uber Alles, and WMR PCA, B)
copyright is not involved, and C) a copy of the article is provided to WMR PCA upon publication. Subscriptions for non-members are $18.00 annually. Deadline
for advertising & new content is on the 20th day of the month prior to the issue month. Uber Alles is available electronically at http://wmr.pca.org/.
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