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Willkommen! — New Members & Transfers

Brooke Bollwahn & Christopher Anderson, Adrian, ’04 911

Bruce Hepner, Traverse City, ’13 911 4S 

Chris Larsen, Charlevoix, ’87 911 Cab
Kurt Neller, Traverse City (associate)
Brent Whitten, Traverse City, (associate)

Total WMR PCA Members: 615

Glückwünsche! — Anniversaries 

20 years (2001) Jon & Danielle Hansen

10 years (2011) Carmine & Bea Bosco

5 years (2016) Tyan & Lisa Roelands

 Joseph & Matthew Wollam

1 year (2020) Vickie Watts

Get your WMR PCA
Name Badge!

These are very high-quality name badges, 
permanently printed on a sturdy framed plate.  
The magnetic attachment won’t damage your 
clothes.  Cost is $15 each, free shipping!  Please 
send your check and correct name spelling to:

Your Name Here
Please make your 
check payable to: 

WMR PCA.

THE TAILPIPE
Join me in congratulating these fine folks on their 

WMR PCA Anniversaries and extend a warm 
“Willkommen“

to our new members and transfers.
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Frank Conner
3820 Egypt Valley Ave

Ada, MI 49301

MEMBER PIC'S
Here I pulled on out from my 

Parade pic's. It is from the 

Revs Institute, Naples FL. 

Highly recommended when 

they reopen and you are 

lingering around in that area 

during the winter month 

anyway.

    

    

 Wolfgang



CLASSIFIEDS IGNITION
HARDLY USED OR ABUSED JANUARY, 2021

WHEELS:  BBS SR ANTHRACITE
Front: 8 x 18 with 21mm

  offset  27 lbs
Rear: 9 x 18 with 21mm 

  offset  26 lbs 

TIRES:  PIRELLI SCORPION WINTER 
Front: 235/60 R18    
Rear:  255/55 R18    
Will fit all Macan models. $500 OBO for set.  
Contact Charlie: cclaytondunn@gmail.com 
or call (616) 446-6966.

Western Michigan Region
Uber Alles
.. PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA

ADVERTISING RATES:

The ÜBER ALLES magazine 
is published monthly by the  
Western Michigan Region of 
the Porsche Club of America.

Full page: 
Color: $105/month 
Black & White: $70/month

1/2 page: 
Color: $70/month 
Black & White: $45/month

1/4 page: 
Color: $45/month 
Black & White: $30/month

1/8 page: 
Color: $30/month 
Black & White: $20/month

Note: Color ads receive 
premier placement. Contact 
editor for exact size 
requirements.

Deadline for ad delivery and 
payment is the 15th of each 
month.

Please send your ads to: 
Wolfgang Bubeck  
Phone (616) 780.6590  
uberwmr@gmail.com

CLASSIFIEDS:

Free for WMR members,  
$3 for non-region PCA members,  
$5 (2 lines) or $10 (4 lines) for  
non-PCA members (3 months)

Note: Members must contact 
editor to renew. Editor 
reserves right to edit ads. 
Please refer to prices above.

PAYMENT:

Please make checks payable 
to:  WMR PCA

In this Issue...

Show your Support by Visiting Our 
Advertisers!
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1998 BOXSTER 986, 5 SPEED

RARE PORSCHE PARTS 
(4) 6 X 15 Fuchs wheels, P/N 
911.361.020.10, 1975 date code, black 
centers, rim edges are untouched.  
Purchased in 1992 from Stuttgart House 
of Parts in Mooresville, NC for 914 project. 
Never mounted. $1600 / OBO.   Contact 
Bob Johnson at E-Mail:  laser314@att.net 
or call (616)393-5990

2000 AUDI QUATTRO 2.7 TWIN TURBO

Body very little surface rust. Loaded 
with black leather. Engine runs good but 
transmission slipping. $950 OBO.  Call 
Randy at (616)842-9266 or (616)502-8959. 
E-Mail: rportoluri66@charter.net

COPPER COATED OIL TANK
Early 911 copper coated oil tank could be 
reconditioned. $350 OBO. Call Randy at 
(616)842-9266 or (616)502-8959. 
E-Mail: rportoluri66@charter.net

AUTO DETAILING SERVICE 
References available. Call or e-mail Eric at 
Professional Car Appearance, LLC,  
(616)706-4421 or ericpca911@yahoo.com.

Well maintained by dealer or import 
specialist, solid 1998 Porsche 986 Boxster, 
5spd, 63,000 miles. Smoke free, clean 
CarFax. Garaged and stored winters. Driven 
on dry days only. Over $4,000 in recent 
maintenance. Newer convertible top with 
glass rear window. Includes custom cover 
and service manual. Will need tires (out 
of round) due to storage. Asking $9000. 
Contact Eric at: erich524@gmail.com

2018 718 BOXSTER

Mint condition, very reliable 718 Boxster 
with 32,000 miles. Features PDK, heated 
seats, navigation, blind spot warning, roll 
bars in matching color, Bose radio, CD 
player, blue tooth, 19" S wheels, P Zero 
tires, Sports Chrono, partial leather with 
red leather inserts on black seats, leather 
door handles, smoking package, storage 
net driver side, extended range gas tank. 
Professionally serviced at GR Porsche, all 
service records available. Fuel tank recall 
completed. Tiny chip in paint on front 
bumper very close to the bottom.  For more 
info, contact Bill Blessing at (616)846-5164 
or email:  bill.blessing2955@gmail.com

2021 EVENTS

See preliminary calendar on page 8 - 9

Potential brunch on Feb. 28



For some reason it feels like 2020 would never end. After nearly a year of distancing and 

masks, which I am sure will continue at least for a few months into 2021, I now have hope 

with the vaccine roll-out and continued caution that the events planned on the calendar 

will bring us together much more this year.

Unfortunately, there are no drives or events to mention for December as the much 

anticipated appetizer party was canceled for obvious reasons, but at least so far as of this 

writing there is no snow or ice to contend with yet, the only downside I see is, at least for 

me that the sports cars are already stored, but it wont be long before the snow starts to 

fall anyway.

I recently read an interesting article in the December issue of Road and Track. Porsche announced that it has built its one 

millionth Cayenne since debuting in 2004. It bested the 911 in sales last year and it could become the best selling Porsche 

model of all time and this is just three years after the millionth 911 rolled off the line despite the model line having a 40 

year head start.  Cayennes also outsold 911’s 2 to 1 last year, and according to R&T it won't be long until the SUV overtakes 

the 911 in all time sales. Meanwhile, the Macan comfortably outsells the rest of the Porsche lineup every year. 

I would like to wish you all a happy and healthy new year and may 2021 bring us all together for an enjoyable year.

     Happy New Year to All,

        Jim

HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Über Alles Co-Editors: 
Wolfgang Bubeck (616) 780-6590 
Lina Spross (616) 706-4422 
uberwmr@gmail.com

Webmeister: 
Craig Paull wmr.pca.org 
pca.wmr.webmeister@gmail.com

Social Media: 
Joyce Lo (616) 920-9998 
wenpeng.lo@gmail.com

Social Events Coordinator: 
Lynne Olenyk (616) 710-0122 
lynniemarie@charter.net

Membership: 
Jerry Arens (616) 457-4515 
jdarens62@aol.com

Insurance Coordinator: 
Tyan Roelands (616) 295-5715 
tyanroelands@gmail.com

Historian: 
Chuck Olenyk (616) 258-9575 
olenyks@chartermi.net 

Charity: 
Lin Portoluri (616) 842-9266 
lindaportoluri@charter.net 

High Performance Driver's Ed: 
Ted Blacklidge (616) 866-4143 
sgrafex@chartermi.net

Chief Driving Instructor: 
Jeff Kolk (616) 836-3524 
kolkracing@gmail.com 
 
AutoCross Event: 
Michael Betz (616) 460-8880  
mmbetz@image-stream.com

Safety Chair: 
Eric Spross (616) 706-4421 
ericpca911@yahoo.com

Registrar: 
Amber Door (616) 340-0971 
amdoor242@aol.com

WMR Enthusiast: 
Glenn Eisenbrandt (269) 312-4984 
GEisenbrandt@ssoe.com

Zone 4 Representative: 
Lori Schutz (972) 890 7405 
Scmink2@earthlink.net 

CHAIRPERSONS · SERVING YOUR CLUB

OFFICERS
SERVING YOUR CLUB

Jim Chiavaras 
President,  
2017 Carrera S

7505 Old Lantern Dr
Caledonia, Mi 49316
(616) 293-5862 
jpcdo@comcast.net

Frank Conner 
Vice President,  
2012 Carrera GTS

3820 Egypt Valley Ave NE
Ada, MI  49301
(616) 874-4085
connerfr@gmail.com

Marshall Walters 
Secretary,  
2014 Cayman (“Precious”) 

2578 Seymoure Drive
Shelbyville, MI  49344
(616) 780-1210
marshallwalters911@gmail.com

fa
ce

b
o

o
k.

co
m

/w
m

rp
ca

13

w
m

r.p
ca.o

rg

4

Amber Door 
Treasurer,  
1984 Porsche 911 Coupe
 
645 Summerset Dr.
Jenison, MI 49428-7938
(616) 340-0971
amdoor242@aol.com

Jim Chiavaras 
President, Western Michigan Region

FOR SALE!  BY: GEORGE BROCKER

1969 Porsche 911 original right passenger seat, black, very good condition - $250

1969 Porsche 911 pair of original rear seats, black, good condition - $250

1969 Porsche 911 decklid engine cover, OEM, red, excellent condition - $475

1969 Porsche 911 rear center bumper body panel, OEM, yellow, excellent condition - $300

1978 Porsche 911 left turbo flare, OEM, good condition - $285

1978 Porsche 911 right door shell, OEM, white, excellent condition - $400

1978 Porsche 911 right door window frame, OEM, black, excellent condition - $250

1981 Porsche 928 hood, OEM, silver, fair condition - $225

Phone or text George Brocker  (616) 215- 8416

ACCESS THE MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES ON OUR WEBSITE.
HTTP://WMI.PCA.ORG/ABOUT-US/MINUTES/MINUTES-ARCHIVE/

We’re looking for event hosts for 2021
 
Simply stop by our Monthly Board Meeting, or contact our WMR PCA 
Social Events Coordinator, Lynne Olenyk, with your event ideas. 
Lynne will help you work through the details and make your event a success.  
E-Mail: lynniemarie@charter.net  ·  Phone: (616) 710-0122



The O2 Sensor is located in the exhaust manifold or 

downpipe. It is constructed of various dissimilar materials, 

that when heated, react with each other and produce a 

given low voltage signal. The sensor compares the outside 

air (atmospheric) to the air in the exhaust system. Too little 

air in the exhaust equals a rich mixture in the exhaust and 

the voltage goes up, too much air equals a lean mixture and 

the voltage goes down.

There are several types of O2 sensors used in today’s cars. 

You may have heard them referred to as heated, unheated, 

wide band, narrow band, precut or after cut, to name a few.

If our sensor becomes defective or sluggish (slow to 

respond) you may get a check engine light or experience 

poor performance and/or poor fuel economy. If you 

experience these problems, it’s wise to let a professional 

using the proper scanning tool diagnose the problem.

Maintaining a well operating engine control system will 

provide you with peak performance and keep your car 

running smoothly. Ignoring the check engine light not only 

costs you money at the pump, it can lead to other more 

expensive problems.

Keep your car running strong with proper and timely 

maintenance.

 See you soon,

   Tim

w
m

r.p
ca.o

rg

12

fa
ce

b
o

o
k.

co
m

/w
m

rp
ca

5

Oxygen sensors, previously known as Lamda sensors, 

were developed by Robert Borsch in the 1960s, and first 

introduced to the automobile in the 1980s.

Their main purpose is to keep the engine running at peak 

performance. The perfect air/fuel ratio in a gas engine is 

14.7:1. This is known as the “Stoichiometric Number”, the 

perfect mix of gas and air for the combustion of gasoline. 

At this ratio, your engine will give you it’s best performance, 

best fuel economy and fewest emissions.

The O2 Sensor works in conjunction with other engine 

sensors to send information by way of a low voltage signal 

measuring .1 to 1.1 volts. The ECU (Engine Control Unit) 

uses this signal to determine the length of time to keep the 

injectors open. On our old CIS (Constant Injection System) 

Porsches, it controlled the fuel pressure to the injectors.

SPALTE
Tech

Contributed by WMR PCA member 
Tim Thatcher, ASE-Certified Master Technician 

and Owner, Euro Autowerks

     O2 Sensors – What they are and what they do

A LOOK BACK 
BY: CHUCK OLENYK WITH JANE VANDER HEIDE

John Vander Heide (1931-2018) was an early outstanding 

member in our region, for more ways than one. He remarked 

that one of his greatest 356 Porsche accomplishments at 

a height of 6’5” was “ developing a strategy for folding 

himself up and getting into it!”

John was born and grew up in Grand Rapids. He graduated 

from Grand Rapids Christian High, Calvin College, and 

the University of Michigan where he earned  his MBA. 

After serving in the U.S. Army Quartermaster Corps, he 

returned to Grand Rapids and joined the family business, 

the Holland American Wafer Company (HAWCO), famous 

for their “Dutch Twins” cream filled wafers. He began his 

career in Sales and retired in 2000 as CEO. He also held 

notable leadership roles as a board member with many 

organizations. 

John’s wife, Jane, was kind enough to spend some time reminiscing with Lynne and me, lending his Porsche related 

keepsakes to include in this writing. Jane can be celebrated on her own, for she is the namesake of the “Jane’s Cookies” 

stores formerly in Breton Village and many other locations. We were treated to an assortment of her freshly baked 

cookies proving she hasn’t lost her touch. One of the many dangers of research, it’s fattening! 

As the second President of our region in 1961, John was continuously active through the 60’s and into the 70’s when he 

then served as the club’s treasurer. He first became seriously interested in Porsches in 1959 during a Christmas party at 

the house of a friend, Chet Owen. Chet was also one of the original officers of WMR/PCA. Chet was a chief engineer at 

Lear, but must have had a bit of salesmanship in him too. In John’s words “my interest was (so) aroused I decided that 

since my Austin Healey 100-6 was three years old I would order a new Porsche which I could pick up on a European 

business trip scheduled for that summer”. The trip to 

Germany to the wafer baking machinery manufacturer 

Hebenstreit GmbH gave him the opportunity to pick 

up his new Porsche in Stuttgart and put the first 1700 

miles on it touring Germany with young brother Stuart 

as navigator. (John’s son Rick said that HAWCO used 

both Hebenstreit and Haas ovens. “I know, because I 

cleaned them on third shift through high school and 

college to keep gas in my 1966 VW bug”!)  After 

returning home, John anxiously awaited the arrival. 

He flew to New York to pick up the Porsche and drive 

it back to Michigan. Everything went well until he 

stopped at a gas station in Kalamazoo. Far too many 

of us older 356 guys know what is about to happen next! He went into the station while the attendant (remember them!) 

tried to incorrectly close the hood and severely bent it. John drove on to GR and directly to the repair shop. “This was 

my introduction to Porsches” said Jane.
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A LOOK BACK 
 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 

Fred

ADVERTISERS ARE WELCOME

I'm not le
avin'

until yo
u kic

k me out
.

I can’t help but also include Jane’s “U-ey” from the Porsche experience. “I never learned to shift a car, but John tried to 

explain how easy it was. I finally felt confident enough to ask him if I could drive it for the day. As I took over the wheel, I 

noticed it needed gas. I pulled into the station, and as the attendants fell all over the beautiful car, I got a little flustered. 

When the car was fueled, I stepped on the gas, and with great confidence, shifted. In my excitement, I shifted into 

REVERSE and the car charged backwards, almost hitting the gas pump. I never drove it again!” 

John wrote many meticulous  articles for Über Alles. “Personal Impression of the Super 90”, about his first Porsche in 

the January 1961 newsletter had all the technical savvy of an Road & Track columnist.  “In handling and performance 

the new (rear camber) compensating spring aids in setting up a slight under-steer and, consequently, the car feels very 

little wander or “squirrelly” to drive even at rapid highway speeds.”  And a two issue story about driving his 356 to the 

Biscuit and Cracker convention in Washington, D.C.  A drive of 652 miles in just one day with dinner stops. On the way 

home, after sustaining a broken clutch cable he wrote, “It seems that the weak point at the rear end of the cable has been 

remedied in the last year or two through redesign, but nothing has been done to the front end of the cable to strengthen 

it at that point.” His all too familiar recommendation printed in the newsletter, for what may have been the first time, was 

to always “carry a spare clutch cable and a copy of  Up-Fixin Der Porsche”.

The Porsche bug still lives within the 

Vander Heide clan. John’s brother 

Stuart owns a 993, son David a 996, 

and son Rick a 914 GT tribute track 

car and Cayenne S. John, though 

eventually turned his automobile 

interests to classic American cars. 

“When we purchased a winter 

home in Scottsdale, AZ, he joined 

the Classic Car Club and was very 

active in regional and national club 

activities” said Jane. His collection 

included among others a 1941 

Cadillac Series 62 Convertible 

Coupe , a 1950 Ford convertible (a 

duplicate of his high school car), 

and a number of classic Packards including the pictured 1937 1507 V12 Convertible Victoria.

John’s first newsletter article is still ever so relevant  - “I purchased my Porsche for three main reasons . . . . I wanted 

a means of transportation in which I would operate the car; not vice versa. . . . I wanted a car utilizing comfort and 

economy, and still having high-speed performance without the usual disadvantages of regular sports cars. . . . I wanted 

an automobile holding excellent resale value when trading for newer models without taking the proverbial “shellacking” 

experienced in nearly all other cars manufactured today.”  

We could not agree more! As Historian, I would be very interested in any old “vintage” 
WMR material you still have. If you have old ÜberAlles 
newsletters, articles, and especially photos or slides, would you 
consider letting me carefully scan and  promptly return them? 
Email: olenyks@chartermi.net
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 

John’s brand new 1960 356B Super 90 at Stuttgart dealership

John later owned this 1970 911T and it was a chick 
magnet, his secretary backed into it at HAWCO!

Son Rick at age 2 announced to Grandma that 
"daddy was going to pick me up in his new PorkChop".

Purchased in 1987 from fellow longtime WMR/PCAer, 
Peter Dykema, this 1964 356 SC.

Known as one (center) of "the Cadillac Guys" in the 
Arizona Region of the Classic Car Club of America.

A LOOK BACK



HI ZONE 4 FRIENDS & FAMILY BY:  LORI SCHUTZ
One of my favorite aspects about PCA is that no matter where I travel in this great country of ours, I always have 

friends.  This story could be about any PCA event in Zone 4, and is true for my entire history with PCA.  On a recent visit 

to Lexington, Kentucky with my friend David Clardy, we attended a Cars & Coffee on Saturday morning at one of our 

favorite restaurants called Ramsey’s, hosted by Blue Grass Region. 

We bundled up on a brisk fall morning for a top-down ride over in his 2006 Arctic Silver Boxster.  Upon arrival what fun to 

see several Porsches lined up in the main area of the parking lot.  There was nearly every model of Porsche represented, 

and a rainbow of colors as well.  Introductions and elbow-bumps (thank you COVID) commenced with the group hanging 

out with the cars, and then we headed into a semi-outdoor breakfast in the patio.  As usual, I was the only gal  - a morning 

with the guys! Why aren’t the other wives, girlfriends and daughters coming out for a fine breakfast?  

Some of the members I had met before at either an event such as the Cincinnati Ault Park concours, Parade in past years, 

and several were new friends.  The other cool aspect about PCA is that some conversation topics are timeless. You can 

have the same discussion with different people at different times, and the subject never gets stale.  Typically a new point 

of view, a new story to share, and always many smiles and laughs.  This little car has a magical quality to bring people 

together to become instant friends – what I love about PCA.  

So I would encourage you as you are on the road, when we can travel freely again, or on vacation – check out the local 

region website, and see if there is a gathering you can attend.  Guaranteed, you will make a new friend, learn something 

new about the Porsche you own and/or want to own, and create a memory.

Stay safe – and hope to see you soon!      Lori  zone4rep@national.pca.org

For more PCA National and Inter-Regional events, visit: 
https://www.pca.org/events

For the full PCA Club Racing Schedule, visit: 
https://www.pca.org/club-racing

2021 EVENT CALENDAR
WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION · PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA

For more PCA National and Inter-Regional events, visit: 
https://www.pca.org/events

For the full PCA Club Racing Schedule, visit: 
https://www.pca.org/club-racing
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Date Event Location Host(s)/Event Chair(s)

JAN 01-04 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) WMR PCA

FEB 02-01 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) WMR PCA

02-20 to 
02-21 Zone 4 President's Meeting

02-28 Morning After (Nothing) 
Brunch TBD J. Arens & A. Door

MAR 03-01 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) WMR PCA

03-14 Daylight Savings Brunch TBD W & M Bubeck

03-27 Grattan Bar Grattan T & G Blacklidge

APR 04-05 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) WMR PCA

04-24 Meat Cook-off Conner''s Residence F & R Conner

MAY 05-03 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) WMR PCA

05-15 Dinner Drive TBD G & L Eisenbrandt

05-22 Sporting Clays Blendon Pines Gun Club
Zeeland, MI

TBD Street Survival TBD C. Bursk & J. Baillargeon

JUN 06-05 Tech Session Euro Autoweks
Rockford, MI Euro Autowerks

06-05 to 
06-06 Belle Isle IMSA Detroit None PCA event

06-07 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) WMR PCA

06-12 to 
06-13 Belle Isle NTT IndyCar Detroit None PCA event

JUL 07-06 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) this is a Tuesday WMR PCA

07-10 Deutsche Marques Gilmore Car Museum None PCA event

07-07 to 
07-17 Porsche Parade French Lick, IN PCA

07-21 Gilmore Drive-In Gilmore Car Museum R Riley

07-24 Pool Party Ackerman's Residence Ackerman's & Blacklidge's

AUG 08-02 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) this is a Tuesday WMR PCA

08-07 Red Barn Spectacular Gilmore Car Museum J. Arens & A. Door

08-20 Metro Cruise GR Porsche GR Porsche

AROUND THE ZONE

2021 EVENT CALENDAR
WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION · PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA

Date Event Location Host(s)/Event Chair(s)

AUG 08-21 Nascar INFINITY 250 MI International Speedway None PCA event

SEP 09-04 Dinner Drive Brew Works P. Krapp

09-11 to 
09-12 Drivers Education TBD WMR PCA, Ted Blacklidge

09-13 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) this is a Tuesday WMR PCA

09-18 Garage Crawl TBD Kiebert

09-25 Fall Color Tour Traverse City B. Brown

OCT 10-04 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) this is a Tuesday WMR PCA

10-09 October Fest Gilmore Car Museum None PCA event

10-16 Boardwalk Reunion NJ

NOV 11-01 Planning Meeting           
(2022 events) TBD WMR PCA

DEC 12-06 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) this is a Tuesday WMR PCA



HI ZONE 4 FRIENDS & FAMILY BY:  LORI SCHUTZ
One of my favorite aspects about PCA is that no matter where I travel in this great country of ours, I always have 

friends.  This story could be about any PCA event in Zone 4, and is true for my entire history with PCA.  On a recent visit 

to Lexington, Kentucky with my friend David Clardy, we attended a Cars & Coffee on Saturday morning at one of our 

favorite restaurants called Ramsey’s, hosted by Blue Grass Region. 

We bundled up on a brisk fall morning for a top-down ride over in his 2006 Arctic Silver Boxster.  Upon arrival what fun to 

see several Porsches lined up in the main area of the parking lot.  There was nearly every model of Porsche represented, 

and a rainbow of colors as well.  Introductions and elbow-bumps (thank you COVID) commenced with the group hanging 

out with the cars, and then we headed into a semi-outdoor breakfast in the patio.  As usual, I was the only gal  - a morning 

with the guys! Why aren’t the other wives, girlfriends and daughters coming out for a fine breakfast?  

Some of the members I had met before at either an event such as the Cincinnati Ault Park concours, Parade in past years, 

and several were new friends.  The other cool aspect about PCA is that some conversation topics are timeless. You can 

have the same discussion with different people at different times, and the subject never gets stale.  Typically a new point 

of view, a new story to share, and always many smiles and laughs.  This little car has a magical quality to bring people 

together to become instant friends – what I love about PCA.  

So I would encourage you as you are on the road, when we can travel freely again, or on vacation – check out the local 

region website, and see if there is a gathering you can attend.  Guaranteed, you will make a new friend, learn something 

new about the Porsche you own and/or want to own, and create a memory.

Stay safe – and hope to see you soon!      Lori  zone4rep@national.pca.org

For more PCA National and Inter-Regional events, visit: 
https://www.pca.org/events

For the full PCA Club Racing Schedule, visit: 
https://www.pca.org/club-racing

2021 EVENT CALENDAR
WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION · PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA

For more PCA National and Inter-Regional events, visit: 
https://www.pca.org/events

For the full PCA Club Racing Schedule, visit: 
https://www.pca.org/club-racing
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Date Event Location Host(s)/Event Chair(s)

JAN 01-04 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) WMR PCA

FEB 02-01 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) WMR PCA

02-20 to 
02-21 Zone 4 President's Meeting

02-28 Morning After (Nothing) 
Brunch TBD J. Arens & A. Door

MAR 03-01 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) WMR PCA

03-14 Daylight Savings Brunch TBD W & M Bubeck

03-27 Grattan Bar Grattan T & G Blacklidge

APR 04-05 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) WMR PCA

04-24 Meat Cook-off Conner''s Residence F & R Conner

MAY 05-03 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) WMR PCA

05-15 Dinner Drive TBD G & L Eisenbrandt

05-22 Sporting Clays Blendon Pines Gun Club
Zeeland, MI

TBD Street Survival TBD C. Bursk & J. Baillargeon

JUN 06-05 Tech Session Euro Autoweks
Rockford, MI Euro Autowerks

06-05 to 
06-06 Belle Isle IMSA Detroit None PCA event

06-07 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) WMR PCA

06-12 to 
06-13 Belle Isle NTT IndyCar Detroit None PCA event

JUL 07-06 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) this is a Tuesday WMR PCA

07-10 Deutsche Marques Gilmore Car Museum None PCA event

07-07 to 
07-17 Porsche Parade French Lick, IN PCA

07-21 Gilmore Drive-In Gilmore Car Museum R Riley

07-24 Pool Party Ackerman's Residence Ackerman's & Blacklidge's

AUG 08-02 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) this is a Tuesday WMR PCA

08-07 Red Barn Spectacular Gilmore Car Museum J. Arens & A. Door

08-20 Metro Cruise GR Porsche GR Porsche

AROUND THE ZONE

2021 EVENT CALENDAR
WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION · PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA

Date Event Location Host(s)/Event Chair(s)

AUG 08-21 Nascar INFINITY 250 MI International Speedway None PCA event

SEP 09-04 Dinner Drive Brew Works P. Krapp

09-11 to 
09-12 Drivers Education TBD WMR PCA, Ted Blacklidge

09-13 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) this is a Tuesday WMR PCA

09-18 Garage Crawl TBD Kiebert

09-25 Fall Color Tour Traverse City B. Brown

OCT 10-04 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) this is a Tuesday WMR PCA

10-09 October Fest Gilmore Car Museum None PCA event

10-16 Boardwalk Reunion NJ

NOV 11-01 Planning Meeting           
(2022 events) TBD WMR PCA

DEC 12-06 Monthly Board Meeting Online (Zoom) this is a Tuesday WMR PCA
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 

John’s brand new 1960 356B Super 90 at Stuttgart dealership

John later owned this 1970 911T and it was a chick 
magnet, his secretary backed into it at HAWCO!

Son Rick at age 2 announced to Grandma that 
"daddy was going to pick me up in his new PorkChop".

Purchased in 1987 from fellow longtime WMR/PCAer, 
Peter Dykema, this 1964 356 SC.

Known as one (center) of "the Cadillac Guys" in the 
Arizona Region of the Classic Car Club of America.

A LOOK BACK
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A LOOK BACK 
 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 

Fred

ADVERTISERS ARE WELCOME

I'm not le
avin'

until yo
u kic

k me out
.

I can’t help but also include Jane’s “U-ey” from the Porsche experience. “I never learned to shift a car, but John tried to 

explain how easy it was. I finally felt confident enough to ask him if I could drive it for the day. As I took over the wheel, I 

noticed it needed gas. I pulled into the station, and as the attendants fell all over the beautiful car, I got a little flustered. 

When the car was fueled, I stepped on the gas, and with great confidence, shifted. In my excitement, I shifted into 

REVERSE and the car charged backwards, almost hitting the gas pump. I never drove it again!” 

John wrote many meticulous  articles for Über Alles. “Personal Impression of the Super 90”, about his first Porsche in 

the January 1961 newsletter had all the technical savvy of an Road & Track columnist.  “In handling and performance 

the new (rear camber) compensating spring aids in setting up a slight under-steer and, consequently, the car feels very 

little wander or “squirrelly” to drive even at rapid highway speeds.”  And a two issue story about driving his 356 to the 

Biscuit and Cracker convention in Washington, D.C.  A drive of 652 miles in just one day with dinner stops. On the way 

home, after sustaining a broken clutch cable he wrote, “It seems that the weak point at the rear end of the cable has been 

remedied in the last year or two through redesign, but nothing has been done to the front end of the cable to strengthen 

it at that point.” His all too familiar recommendation printed in the newsletter, for what may have been the first time, was 

to always “carry a spare clutch cable and a copy of  Up-Fixin Der Porsche”.

The Porsche bug still lives within the 

Vander Heide clan. John’s brother 

Stuart owns a 993, son David a 996, 

and son Rick a 914 GT tribute track 

car and Cayenne S. John, though 

eventually turned his automobile 

interests to classic American cars. 

“When we purchased a winter 

home in Scottsdale, AZ, he joined 

the Classic Car Club and was very 

active in regional and national club 

activities” said Jane. His collection 

included among others a 1941 

Cadillac Series 62 Convertible 

Coupe , a 1950 Ford convertible (a 

duplicate of his high school car), 

and a number of classic Packards including the pictured 1937 1507 V12 Convertible Victoria.

John’s first newsletter article is still ever so relevant  - “I purchased my Porsche for three main reasons . . . . I wanted 

a means of transportation in which I would operate the car; not vice versa. . . . I wanted a car utilizing comfort and 

economy, and still having high-speed performance without the usual disadvantages of regular sports cars. . . . I wanted 

an automobile holding excellent resale value when trading for newer models without taking the proverbial “shellacking” 

experienced in nearly all other cars manufactured today.”  

We could not agree more! As Historian, I would be very interested in any old “vintage” 
WMR material you still have. If you have old ÜberAlles 
newsletters, articles, and especially photos or slides, would you 
consider letting me carefully scan and  promptly return them? 
Email: olenyks@chartermi.net



The O2 Sensor is located in the exhaust manifold or 

downpipe. It is constructed of various dissimilar materials, 

that when heated, react with each other and produce a 

given low voltage signal. The sensor compares the outside 

air (atmospheric) to the air in the exhaust system. Too little 

air in the exhaust equals a rich mixture in the exhaust and 

the voltage goes up, too much air equals a lean mixture and 

the voltage goes down.

There are several types of O2 sensors used in today’s cars. 

You may have heard them referred to as heated, unheated, 

wide band, narrow band, precut or after cut, to name a few.

If our sensor becomes defective or sluggish (slow to 

respond) you may get a check engine light or experience 

poor performance and/or poor fuel economy. If you 

experience these problems, it’s wise to let a professional 

using the proper scanning tool diagnose the problem.

Maintaining a well operating engine control system will 

provide you with peak performance and keep your car 

running smoothly. Ignoring the check engine light not only 

costs you money at the pump, it can lead to other more 

expensive problems.

Keep your car running strong with proper and timely 

maintenance.

 See you soon,

   Tim
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Oxygen sensors, previously known as Lamda sensors, 

were developed by Robert Borsch in the 1960s, and first 

introduced to the automobile in the 1980s.

Their main purpose is to keep the engine running at peak 

performance. The perfect air/fuel ratio in a gas engine is 

14.7:1. This is known as the “Stoichiometric Number”, the 

perfect mix of gas and air for the combustion of gasoline. 

At this ratio, your engine will give you it’s best performance, 

best fuel economy and fewest emissions.

The O2 Sensor works in conjunction with other engine 

sensors to send information by way of a low voltage signal 

measuring .1 to 1.1 volts. The ECU (Engine Control Unit) 

uses this signal to determine the length of time to keep the 

injectors open. On our old CIS (Constant Injection System) 

Porsches, it controlled the fuel pressure to the injectors.

SPALTE
Tech

Contributed by WMR PCA member 
Tim Thatcher, ASE-Certified Master Technician 

and Owner, Euro Autowerks

     O2 Sensors – What they are and what they do

A LOOK BACK 
BY: CHUCK OLENYK WITH JANE VANDER HEIDE

John Vander Heide (1931-2018) was an early outstanding 

member in our region, for more ways than one. He remarked 

that one of his greatest 356 Porsche accomplishments at 

a height of 6’5” was “ developing a strategy for folding 

himself up and getting into it!”

John was born and grew up in Grand Rapids. He graduated 

from Grand Rapids Christian High, Calvin College, and 

the University of Michigan where he earned  his MBA. 

After serving in the U.S. Army Quartermaster Corps, he 

returned to Grand Rapids and joined the family business, 

the Holland American Wafer Company (HAWCO), famous 

for their “Dutch Twins” cream filled wafers. He began his 

career in Sales and retired in 2000 as CEO. He also held 

notable leadership roles as a board member with many 

organizations. 

John’s wife, Jane, was kind enough to spend some time reminiscing with Lynne and me, lending his Porsche related 

keepsakes to include in this writing. Jane can be celebrated on her own, for she is the namesake of the “Jane’s Cookies” 

stores formerly in Breton Village and many other locations. We were treated to an assortment of her freshly baked 

cookies proving she hasn’t lost her touch. One of the many dangers of research, it’s fattening! 

As the second President of our region in 1961, John was continuously active through the 60’s and into the 70’s when he 

then served as the club’s treasurer. He first became seriously interested in Porsches in 1959 during a Christmas party at 

the house of a friend, Chet Owen. Chet was also one of the original officers of WMR/PCA. Chet was a chief engineer at 

Lear, but must have had a bit of salesmanship in him too. In John’s words “my interest was (so) aroused I decided that 

since my Austin Healey 100-6 was three years old I would order a new Porsche which I could pick up on a European 

business trip scheduled for that summer”. The trip to 

Germany to the wafer baking machinery manufacturer 

Hebenstreit GmbH gave him the opportunity to pick 

up his new Porsche in Stuttgart and put the first 1700 

miles on it touring Germany with young brother Stuart 

as navigator. (John’s son Rick said that HAWCO used 

both Hebenstreit and Haas ovens. “I know, because I 

cleaned them on third shift through high school and 

college to keep gas in my 1966 VW bug”!)  After 

returning home, John anxiously awaited the arrival. 

He flew to New York to pick up the Porsche and drive 

it back to Michigan. Everything went well until he 

stopped at a gas station in Kalamazoo. Far too many 

of us older 356 guys know what is about to happen next! He went into the station while the attendant (remember them!) 

tried to incorrectly close the hood and severely bent it. John drove on to GR and directly to the repair shop. “This was 

my introduction to Porsches” said Jane.



For some reason it feels like 2020 would never end. After nearly a year of distancing and 

masks, which I am sure will continue at least for a few months into 2021, I now have hope 

with the vaccine roll-out and continued caution that the events planned on the calendar 

will bring us together much more this year.

Unfortunately, there are no drives or events to mention for December as the much 

anticipated appetizer party was canceled for obvious reasons, but at least so far as of this 

writing there is no snow or ice to contend with yet, the only downside I see is, at least for 

me that the sports cars are already stored, but it wont be long before the snow starts to 

fall anyway.

I recently read an interesting article in the December issue of Road and Track. Porsche announced that it has built its one 

millionth Cayenne since debuting in 2004. It bested the 911 in sales last year and it could become the best selling Porsche 

model of all time and this is just three years after the millionth 911 rolled off the line despite the model line having a 40 

year head start.  Cayennes also outsold 911’s 2 to 1 last year, and according to R&T it won't be long until the SUV overtakes 

the 911 in all time sales. Meanwhile, the Macan comfortably outsells the rest of the Porsche lineup every year. 

I would like to wish you all a happy and healthy new year and may 2021 bring us all together for an enjoyable year.

     Happy New Year to All,

        Jim

HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Über Alles Co-Editors: 
Wolfgang Bubeck (616) 780-6590 
Lina Spross (616) 706-4422 
uberwmr@gmail.com

Webmeister: 
Craig Paull wmr.pca.org 
pca.wmr.webmeister@gmail.com

Social Media: 
Joyce Lo (616) 920-9998 
wenpeng.lo@gmail.com

Social Events Coordinator: 
Lynne Olenyk (616) 710-0122 
lynniemarie@charter.net

Membership: 
Jerry Arens (616) 457-4515 
jdarens62@aol.com

Insurance Coordinator: 
Tyan Roelands (616) 295-5715 
tyanroelands@gmail.com

Historian: 
Chuck Olenyk (616) 258-9575 
olenyks@chartermi.net 

Charity: 
Lin Portoluri (616) 842-9266 
lindaportoluri@charter.net 

High Performance Driver's Ed: 
Ted Blacklidge (616) 866-4143 
sgrafex@chartermi.net

Chief Driving Instructor: 
Jeff Kolk (616) 836-3524 
kolkracing@gmail.com 
 
AutoCross Event: 
Michael Betz (616) 460-8880  
mmbetz@image-stream.com

Safety Chair: 
Eric Spross (616) 706-4421 
ericpca911@yahoo.com

Registrar: 
Amber Door (616) 340-0971 
amdoor242@aol.com

WMR Enthusiast: 
Glenn Eisenbrandt (269) 312-4984 
GEisenbrandt@ssoe.com

Zone 4 Representative: 
Lori Schutz (972) 890 7405 
Scmink2@earthlink.net 

CHAIRPERSONS · SERVING YOUR CLUB

OFFICERS
SERVING YOUR CLUB

Jim Chiavaras 
President,  
2017 Carrera S

7505 Old Lantern Dr
Caledonia, Mi 49316
(616) 293-5862 
jpcdo@comcast.net

Frank Conner 
Vice President,  
2012 Carrera GTS

3820 Egypt Valley Ave NE
Ada, MI  49301
(616) 874-4085
connerfr@gmail.com

Marshall Walters 
Secretary,  
2014 Cayman (“Precious”) 

2578 Seymoure Drive
Shelbyville, MI  49344
(616) 780-1210
marshallwalters911@gmail.com
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Amber Door 
Treasurer,  
1984 Porsche 911 Coupe
 
645 Summerset Dr.
Jenison, MI 49428-7938
(616) 340-0971
amdoor242@aol.com

Jim Chiavaras 
President, Western Michigan Region

FOR SALE!  BY: GEORGE BROCKER

1969 Porsche 911 original right passenger seat, black, very good condition - $250

1969 Porsche 911 pair of original rear seats, black, good condition - $250

1969 Porsche 911 decklid engine cover, OEM, red, excellent condition - $475

1969 Porsche 911 rear center bumper body panel, OEM, yellow, excellent condition - $300

1978 Porsche 911 left turbo flare, OEM, good condition - $285

1978 Porsche 911 right door shell, OEM, white, excellent condition - $400

1978 Porsche 911 right door window frame, OEM, black, excellent condition - $250

1981 Porsche 928 hood, OEM, silver, fair condition - $225

Phone or text George Brocker  (616) 215- 8416

ACCESS THE MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES ON OUR WEBSITE.
HTTP://WMI.PCA.ORG/ABOUT-US/MINUTES/MINUTES-ARCHIVE/

We’re looking for event hosts for 2021
 
Simply stop by our Monthly Board Meeting, or contact our WMR PCA 
Social Events Coordinator, Lynne Olenyk, with your event ideas. 
Lynne will help you work through the details and make your event a success.  
E-Mail: lynniemarie@charter.net  ·  Phone: (616) 710-0122



CLASSIFIEDS IGNITION
HARDLY USED OR ABUSED JANUARY, 2021

WHEELS:  BBS SR ANTHRACITE
Front: 8 x 18 with 21mm

  offset  27 lbs
Rear: 9 x 18 with 21mm 

  offset  26 lbs 

TIRES:  PIRELLI SCORPION WINTER 
Front: 235/60 R18    
Rear:  255/55 R18    
Will fit all Macan models. $500 OBO for set.  
Contact Charlie: cclaytondunn@gmail.com 
or call (616) 446-6966.

Western Michigan Region
Uber Alles
.. PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA

ADVERTISING RATES:

The ÜBER ALLES magazine 
is published monthly by the  
Western Michigan Region of 
the Porsche Club of America.

Full page: 
Color: $105/month 
Black & White: $70/month

1/2 page: 
Color: $70/month 
Black & White: $45/month

1/4 page: 
Color: $45/month 
Black & White: $30/month

1/8 page: 
Color: $30/month 
Black & White: $20/month

Note: Color ads receive 
premier placement. Contact 
editor for exact size 
requirements.

Deadline for ad delivery and 
payment is the 15th of each 
month.

Please send your ads to: 
Wolfgang Bubeck  
Phone (616) 780.6590  
uberwmr@gmail.com

CLASSIFIEDS:

Free for WMR members,  
$3 for non-region PCA members,  
$5 (2 lines) or $10 (4 lines) for  
non-PCA members (3 months)

Note: Members must contact 
editor to renew. Editor 
reserves right to edit ads. 
Please refer to prices above.

PAYMENT:

Please make checks payable 
to:  WMR PCA

In this Issue...

Show your Support by Visiting Our 
Advertisers!
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1998 BOXSTER 986, 5 SPEED

RARE PORSCHE PARTS 
(4) 6 X 15 Fuchs wheels, P/N 
911.361.020.10, 1975 date code, black 
centers, rim edges are untouched.  
Purchased in 1992 from Stuttgart House 
of Parts in Mooresville, NC for 914 project. 
Never mounted. $1600 / OBO.   Contact 
Bob Johnson at E-Mail:  laser314@att.net 
or call (616)393-5990

2000 AUDI QUATTRO 2.7 TWIN TURBO

Body very little surface rust. Loaded 
with black leather. Engine runs good but 
transmission slipping. $950 OBO.  Call 
Randy at (616)842-9266 or (616)502-8959. 
E-Mail: rportoluri66@charter.net

COPPER COATED OIL TANK
Early 911 copper coated oil tank could be 
reconditioned. $350 OBO. Call Randy at 
(616)842-9266 or (616)502-8959. 
E-Mail: rportoluri66@charter.net

AUTO DETAILING SERVICE 
References available. Call or e-mail Eric at 
Professional Car Appearance, LLC,  
(616)706-4421 or ericpca911@yahoo.com.

Well maintained by dealer or import 
specialist, solid 1998 Porsche 986 Boxster, 
5spd, 63,000 miles. Smoke free, clean 
CarFax. Garaged and stored winters. Driven 
on dry days only. Over $4,000 in recent 
maintenance. Newer convertible top with 
glass rear window. Includes custom cover 
and service manual. Will need tires (out 
of round) due to storage. Asking $9000. 
Contact Eric at: erich524@gmail.com

2018 718 BOXSTER

Mint condition, very reliable 718 Boxster 
with 32,000 miles. Features PDK, heated 
seats, navigation, blind spot warning, roll 
bars in matching color, Bose radio, CD 
player, blue tooth, 19" S wheels, P Zero 
tires, Sports Chrono, partial leather with 
red leather inserts on black seats, leather 
door handles, smoking package, storage 
net driver side, extended range gas tank. 
Professionally serviced at GR Porsche, all 
service records available. Fuel tank recall 
completed. Tiny chip in paint on front 
bumper very close to the bottom.  For more 
info, contact Bill Blessing at (616)846-5164 
or email:  bill.blessing2955@gmail.com

2021 EVENTS

See preliminary calendar on page 8 - 9

Potential brunch on Feb. 28



Willkommen! — New Members & Transfers

Brooke Bollwahn & Christopher Anderson, Adrian, ’04 911

Bruce Hepner, Traverse City, ’13 911 4S 

Chris Larsen, Charlevoix, ’87 911 Cab
Kurt Neller, Traverse City (associate)
Brent Whitten, Traverse City, (associate)

Total WMR PCA Members: 615

Glückwünsche! — Anniversaries 

20 years (2001) Jon & Danielle Hansen

10 years (2011) Carmine & Bea Bosco

5 years (2016) Tyan & Lisa Roelands

 Joseph & Matthew Wollam

1 year (2020) Vickie Watts

Get your WMR PCA
Name Badge!

These are very high-quality name badges, 
permanently printed on a sturdy framed plate.  
The magnetic attachment won’t damage your 
clothes.  Cost is $15 each, free shipping!  Please 
send your check and correct name spelling to:

Your Name Here
Please make your 
check payable to: 

WMR PCA.

THE TAILPIPE
Join me in congratulating these fine folks on their 

WMR PCA Anniversaries and extend a warm 
“Willkommen“

to our new members and transfers.
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Frank Conner
3820 Egypt Valley Ave

Ada, MI 49301

MEMBER PIC'S
Here I pulled on out from my 

Parade pic's. It is from the 

Revs Institute, Naples FL. 

Highly recommended when 

they reopen and you are 

lingering around in that area 

during the winter month 

anyway.

    

    

 Wolfgang



Über Alles is the official monthly publication of the Western Michigan Region of the Porsche Club of America, Inc., a non-profit organization registered with 
the state of Michigan. Statements and opinions appearing herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the opinions of WMR PCA, PCA, its 
officers or members. The editor reserves the right to edit all material for publication and to publish only the material deemed appropriate and in the best interest 
of WMR PCA and of PCA. Permission is granted to reprint in whole or in part, provided that A) credit will be given to the author(s), Über Alles, and WMR PCA, B) 
copyright is not involved, and C) a copy of the article is provided to WMR PCA upon publication. Subscriptions for non-members are $18.00 annually. Deadline 
for advertising & new content is on the 20th day of the month prior to the issue month. Über Alles is available electronically at http://wmr.pca.org/.
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