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. Pirst Regional Meeting,
. December 3, 1960

' The first official meeting of
. PCA Western Michigan was
- held at the American Legion
| Country Club, Holland, on
. December 3 at 8: 30 p.m.,
-after dinner and cocktails.
Twenty members and pros-
pective members , and two
' guests attended. b

After dinner the meeting was
called to order by Vice-Presi-
- dent NormanDunn. President
- Philip Gidley was in Pitts~-

. burgh attending the meeting

~ of the Board of Directors of
the National organization.

The minutes of the previous
organizing meeting held
October 22, 1960 at the
Greenridge Country Club ,
- Grand Rapids were read.

. \Results of the election held

in November for PCA Western
Michigan officers were offi-
clally announced as follows:

President - Phil Gidley
Vice-President - Norm Dunn
Sec.~Treasurer - Chet Owen

A congratulatory letter dated
11-19-1960 from National
President Earl Kirschbaum to
the Western Michigan Region
upon its formation was read.

Selection of the date for the
next meeting which would fal
in February 1961 was dis-
cussed. The date February
12 was selected. '

Names for the Western Michi-~
gan Region newsletter were
sugggested and recorded as
follows:

Porsche Drifts
Porsche Chain
Porsche Pad-Nag

Porsche Playmate
Porsche Pinion
Porsche Patter
Porsche Pegasus
Porsche Aus Puff
Porsche Paint
Porsche Faces Life
Porsche-matic ‘
Porsche~let
Porsche Pedlar
Porsche Peddler

The entries were voted upon
and the name "Porsche Faces

. Life" was chosen.

A discussion , led by Eric
Bechler, on winter operation
of the Porsche was held with
almost all attendees partici-
pating.

The concluding event of the
evening was a fine film on
racing narrated by Ray Olson.

The meeting was then ad-
joumedf, _
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E A you have no doubt already
- redend, s newsivicer does
', ot bear ihe name c¢hosen at
f the last meeting. 7The reason
"~ for this is that president Phil
~ Gidley hias received a number
};. of objections to the name, as
- well as to the manner inwhich
. itwas selected; therefore, your
. officets decided to withdraw
the name selected and, at some
. laterdate, hold anotlier compe~
. tition on a more formal basis.
. When this occurs, every mem-
' ber within the Region will be
. given an opportunity both to
. offer and vote upon names by
" mail. In this mannerall hands
E will be allowed to make their
' oontributions and express their
“. opinions, even though they are
- unable © attend he future meet-
E& ing at which the selection will
' be determined.

The Pebruary event will be held
near Kalamazoo on Sunday, the
12th. We will be joining the
Kalamazoo 8ports Car Club who

|

liihave heen nice enough to aak
,,w along. We will not compete ;
y, that is) against them

y but will be running for our tro~

{iphies within our own group.

We are all to meet at Art Jones'
home before noon. = Artlives
{at 5120 Morningside Dr. This
is reached by proceeding south i
Kalamazoo on Highwa

131 to Kilgore Rd., then west
on Kilgore for one (1) mile to]
Morningside, turning loft--or
south-~here to 5120.

Confused? Well,
ollow the first of the month,
Art and his good wife are again
playing host with snacks and
reshments after the event.

ﬁ Nows,
1

the avent itzelfl

i the waather allows, we will
have ar: ice run. {"Special”
ice tires are verboten.) If the
ice does not look right, then
a gymkhana is the theme of the
day. We shall also have a
concours de'’ Elegance.
bottom, as well as the tires
and wheels of your Porsche,

will ot be inspected., Age, |
miléage , and the usual cri-

teria will be used to adjudge
the .wlhncn of this event,

Points counting toward the an-
nual award to the outstanding
PCher will be given for plac~-
ing in either or both of these
events as well as for attend-
ing. More on the award will
be coming in the March news-
letter, Only PCAers will take
part in these events and only
with thetr Porsches.

The |

|

Our club historian is John Alex-
ander of Grand Rapids. "The
Book® will contain our story,
be it what it may. John has-a
copy of the original inquiry let-
ter, the petition for charter,
our direction maps, our news-
letter(s), andon andon. He'll
be taking many pictures at eur
activities to be used in this
record; if you come up withany
shots (pyt away the glass, we
méean photographs that you feel
will fit John's needs, let him
put them to this excellent use.
John will no doubt have the
baok on display for your inspec~
tion at the April meeting in
Lansing. I'm certain you will
onjoy looklnq at our record.

Porsche wu a thing of
beauty; that's why the
fellows called her cutie.

- \J
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Remember the {irst time you set
your avas on the Porscire” Tha
design was so different from
other cars that you had to look
twice to be certain you were
not seeing things, My first
impression was that it must
have vome from some planetin
outer space.

Well, Polks, there wasa defi-
nite redson for thisreally radi-
cal design as, like an arrowor
a bullet, it presents the least
air resistange. Furthermore,
like Grandma's old-fashioned
pumpkin pie, the body design
grows on you-~the more you
looked at the Porsche, the more
you liked it.

There is no chagsis on your
Paische, but a flat platform
with box-sectioned sides and
box structures at the front end
of the scuttle. The whole thing
is made of sheet stesl press-
ings, which are spot welded
together and it is interesting
to note that in some places,
where the sheet steel was bent
without a former, the ripple s
formed on the surface of the
metal were left, as they had
the same stiffening effect as
an intentional corrugation or a
pressed out stiffening channel,

At the frontend are two tubular

cross -~ members to carry the
suspension units, and another
at the rear, and a large one
across the scuttle joining the

" rectangular section uprights

upon which the doors are hung,
while these members are used
to transmit "het air " to the
screenducts. The body work,
whether the fixed-head coupe,
the drop head, or the open
speedster, is also of sheet




sisel and wher butlt ‘g Fulad
Cothe lalorm sne walded
it place , thas “ormbw &
very rigid and atrong mono -
LOGUe .

Can you imagine huilding a
hodv for a car of this nature
in Detroit? If you can, you
have a good senge of humor
and a darn good imagination
to say the least.

Remember your friends asking
you "What's the name of the
car? How many cylinders
does it have? How fast will
it go? How many miles can
you get per gallon?" Then
they took that first ride with
you and you couldn’t help but
notice the astonished and yet
somehow " satisfied " looks
on their faces. No doubt you
experienced this gquite some
time agc, but every new pas-
senger in your Porsche will
receive the same thrill, Even
though the new paint smell
has disappeared, the wonder-
ment will continue.

By the way, where is the ma-
terial youwere going to send
for our “Newsletter"? Quite
a pitch was made for this at
our last meeting but, to-date,
we have had to scratch our
heads to put this issue to-
gether,

Please do not hesitate towork
with us. Nochainis stronger
than its weakest link and your
assistance will be appreci-
ated. You will also feel that
you're having an active part
in the club. Tell us about
your experiences, some of
the trips you have made, as

well aaths honoroy o o soeri-
a8 o, Send s solbass,
auwlwevildotherszi, burn~-
ing the mnidnightoil is not so
bad, however, you need fuel

to keep the fire going.

"A good leader takes a little
more than his share of the
blame; a little less than his
share of the credit. "

N. A. Dunn

sy e g — P p———

PORSCHE- NAI.ITIES _

John Mears has transferred
to us from the S.E. Michigan
Region and is now living in
Traverse Tity. John is an
old-time PCAer and currently
drives a ‘60 Super Convert-

ihle.
WRERRRENRRENRY

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Brown
of Berrien Springs will be
joining us for 61, They rans-
ferred to the Chicago Region
from S.E. Michigan last year,
The Brownsown a ‘58 Normal
Coupe and a Carrera Speed-~
ster.

e ]

Your president is toying with
the idea of proposing that
National create a special
badge for the "prestige"” group
within its membership~--the
Speedster owner. The Speed-
ster was, of course, the great-
est Porsche built, and owners
of this "special” breed must
be considered the "real, real”
Porsche people. Certainly
the most aesthetically per-
fect Porsche, the Speedster
is the logical choice for the
few Hemingway men left in
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PORSCHE - POOP

middl e Americe bday.Glants
ameyey teeiniace, tha Sus -

sters live on. Amen. F.G.

{Ed. note: The opiniong ex~
pressed by our writers are
not necesgsarily those of our
readers. May we have your
comments ?

Por the '60 season, SCCA
revamped their racing clas-
sification system to provide
more equal competition in
classes, based on past and
expected performances of the
cars. Porscheslooked to be
over-rated in the production
classes, and the end of the
season proved this to be true,
at least interms of winning.
The 1500cc Carreras, how~
ever, wrote a different story.
They took the first fifteen
(15) places in “C" produc-
tion. Soo000O0O--next season
ALL (1600cc and Weber, also)
Carreras willrunin "B" pro-
duction with the Corvettes,
Perrari 250 GT's (except the .
newer, short~wheelbage mo~
dels), and the Aston Martin
DB4's and DB 2-4's. Looks
like work, but possibly the
1600cc engine with Webers
and the differentdooking Car-
rera heads and pistons will
keep them in contention.
RRANNRR LA RRE

I have wondered for s ome

time why someone doesn't

use the excellent Paxton su-
perchargerona Normal. The
Paxton centrifugal blower is
a redesigned McCulloch,
owned and produced by the
Granatelli Brothers of Santa
Monica, California. These
fellows are hotrodders/busi-
nessmen formerly & Chicago.




B S Sy - SUREE U S
Sey Bae bisab of oy bnowledge

thay Ao ool maks & koo for
L2 Porgoas, but orith their
iarge range of medels 7'm
certain & suitable blower is
cvailable for the 1500cc or
1600 cc engine. It would
probably have to set below
&nd to the right of the gene~
rator, however, [ see no need
for holes in the engine lid.
Being no lover of Solexes or
pressuring carbs, I believe
cne of the larger, single,
easily ~ adjusted Strombergs
would be the most practical.
The Normal's stock compres-
sion ratio should work out
nicely, and certainly the en-
gine is designed well enough
to handle a 6- or 7 ~-pound
boost at 4500/5000 rpm.

ng‘

REGION NEWS

The April mesting will be held
in Lansing. The group there
has already started its plan-
ning and has high hopes that
a local chapwho traveled the
Grand Prix circuit as a me~
chanic for Lotus this last
season will be the featured
speaker,
pr— 0 p—

All PCAgoodies mustbe pur-
chased through the Region.
Because we will be operating
on reduced finances (like,
uh, none)} until sometime in
March, we will not have any
of these items to dazzle your
eyes at the February meeting/
event. Let the office know
your desires, however, and
we will try to include such
in our initial order and have
them on display &nd for sale)
at the April meeting in Lan-
sing.

PSS} RS

-

veonostic gondie 13 enclosed
y sl CImwsletter. Ploase
.1 tout endreturn itto the

Hilce. Ve neadthis current
appraisal for several rea~
sons , nct the smallest of
which i8 program planning.
We also {eel that these will
tell us a great deal about
prospective members, as
well as allowing you to exa~-
mine your own thoughts about
activities. My first thought
concerning the return o hese
was that a threat (such as
not sending the next issue
of the Newsletter uniess the
questionnaire was returned
by such and such a date)
would be necessary; however
remembering the 90~-odd per~-
cent return on the election
ballots , I decided that it
would not. Groups such as
ours that place s0 much em-
phasison the social aspects
of the club usually have a
difficult time getting strong,
active responses from their
members. Asetoftightreins
isrequired to keep a program
going and this, of course,
means a job for someone that
requires an attitude directly
opposed to what the member-
ship hopes and believes the
group represents. YOUR
continued responsiveness
will keep us moving toward
a sound program that will
allow the club tobecome an
active, yet mature organiza-
tion fitting the needs of the
group.

PaGO

Below is an article whichwe
would like to carry as a regu-
lar feature o the Newsletter,
However, we will need yqur
cooperation. Let us hear
from you.

I MR

forinree ma.n feasons . . .
1. 1 wanted a means of
transportation in which I
would operate the car; not
vice versa.

2. I wanted a car utiliz-
ing comfort and economy,
and still having high~speed
perbrmance witout the usual
disadvantages of regular
sports cars.

3. I wanted anautomobile
olding excellent resde vaue
when rading or newer models
without taking the proverbial
" shellacking " experienced
in nearly all other cars manu-
factured today.

John VanderHeide

(2122212112712

Enclosed in this isgue of the
Newsletter is another article
by John VanderHeide giving

" his personal impression of

the Super 90.
P22, 12T 127322

NATJONAL NEWS

By now, if you were a ‘60
PCAer, you should have re~
ceived an invoice from Na-
tional for 1961 dues renewal.,
Send your check directly to
PCA, 1542 Mt,. Eagle Place,
Alexandria, Virginia.

National sends along this
statement: "About 30 per
cent of present PCA Members
will not pay their annual dues
on time. If they ask for re-
instatement AFTER the (Feb-
ruary 15) deadline, the Na-
tional office must go thru an
expensive renhstatement pro-
cedure. This is an entirely
needless expense . . . "
'Nuff said?
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Faw arplication? must be
sent, with a chzek for the
correct amount, to PCA,
Western Michigan Region,
12448 E. Greenfield Dr. ,
Lansing, Michigan. The
check musgt be made out to
Porsche Club of America,
Inc. , for the full amount.
The application must be
signed by the applicant.
All other endorsements will
be taken care o by the Region
office.

It is important that all mem-
bers understand and remenber

this process so that they may

pass it on to applicants, If
this process is not followed
then an applicant will just
have towait until the appli-
cationfinds its way back and
is put through these steps.
Needless to say, such ade-
lay is annoying and certain-
ly gives a poor initial im-

pression of our Region and

PCA as a whole.

—_— O ——

 Prom National -~

*We purchased a quantity

of ‘Porsche Owner's Hand-
book ' by OCEE Ritch, AFloyd
Clymer publication. Itlists
for $4.00 and, as a service
to PCAers, we have been
sending them out at $3.00.
Our supply is now exhausted
and we will order more ONLY
if we have an indicationthat
esnough members will order

them . Fleagse geta reaction
n your Region and let us
know, It'san excellentbook
on Porsches. . . one of the
best. "

Let me know if you are in-
terested when yoy return
your questionnaire.

"The new 1961 Porsche Pano-
rama will have a new Editor
and a new address. There
is little that we can say to
Charlie Beidler except a tre-~
mendous THANKS and THANKS
again for the heroic job he
has done as Editor of Pano-
rama for the past three yeara.
It is Charlie alone who is
respongible for bringing
Panorama to its presentemi-
nence as a regularly pub-
lished Sports Car magazine
second to none in the Club
category. The new Editor is
Ken Twigg, and the new ad-
dress for Porgsche Panorama
is a familiar one--1542 Mt.
Eagle Place, Alexandria,
Virginia, "

WHAT TO EXPECT IN PANO
THIS COMING YEAR.......

Title page - listing national,
local officers, etc.

The Editor Speaks - a page
devoted to sounding off,
pleading , praising, and
damning anything pertain-
ing tothe car or the Club.

Feature Article - will vary
from month to month,

The Inquiring Photographer -
answers by members, plus
their pictures, to certain
questions, such as "Why
did you buy your first
Porsche? "

Ralley Rounds - Capt. H.E.
Thomas writes anrally acti-
vities and problems.

Por Sale - same as in the
past.

Recent & Readable -~ as in
- the past.

News From the Regions -as
in the past.

History of the Regions ~ each
month this column will give
a history of a region, tell~
ing how it was formed, by
whom, etc.

PFCA Personality o the Month.,

Contests - we will award
cash prizes to the winners
of a series of contestsde-~
signed © helpthe magazine
and the Club.

Letters to the Editor.

Technical Information.

Short Stories and Poems.

Racing Information.

SEE YOU AT THE NEXT MEETING ./

FEB.
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by Jokn VanderiZeide

I first became acquainted with the Porsche through Chet Owen, our Secretary-Treasurer,

at 2 Christmas Open House which he held at his home in December of 1959. At that time

I was driving an Austin-Healey 100-6 on which we compared a few notes. As my interest
was aroused I decided that since the 100-6 was three years old I would order a new Porsche
which I could pick up on a proposed business trip the summer of this year. I picked up

my Super 90 at a dealer in Stuttgart and received my first driving impressions of the car
during a 1700 mile tour in Germany. Upon leaving Germany the car was shipped to New
York where I picked it up in October and renewed my pleasant memories of its perform-
ance and handling.

- The new 356B Super 90 shares, of course, the same exterior alterations of the raised

fender crown and bumper and the new front and rear seating that all these models have,
Vent panes, of course, are now standard and a new lever on the steering column operates
the turn signals and the high and low beam switches, These models also have a new
shifting system with the improved Porsche synchro~mesh gears which gives a tighter
pattern using less force and renders the transmission less delicate. All the 3568 models
also share new strong laterally finned brake drums with new Energit 999 lining which has
produced some complaint of squealing but which, I understand, is much superior in brak-
ing ability and long life.

The Super 30 engine has a few features which differentiate it from the other two models
and these include new air ducting which exhaust from the bottom instead of the rear, new
larger hardened thin shell-type bearings, aluminum valve train, and Solex 40 P11-4
carburetors. It also employs a new magnetic oil filter valve which is a laterally sliding
bobbing with a brass valve at each end. When the 0il goes to the outside on a turn, the
bobbin slides also and shuts off the oil uptake on the inside pump intake.

As most likely everybody has heard or read by now, the Super 90 is also equipped with a
new compensgating rear springs which, basically, operates as follows:- When both rear
wheels rise simultaneously this spring stiffens the rear springing. It is not deflected,
however, by body roll with a result that for given vertical springing stiffness, the stiff-
ness in roll is lower than before, thereby reducing over-steering tendencies. Over-steer-
ing, of course, is the tendency of the rear end of the car to want to swing out and get
ahead of the front end, a once famous Porsche trademark. In handling and performance
the new compensating spring aids in setting up a slight under-steer and, consequently,
the car feels very little wind wander or "squirrelly* to drive---even at rapid highway
speeds. : :

Performance is excellent and the additional 32 horsepower over the 1600 normal engine
gives an overall flexibility that is very satisfying. The safe range on the tachometer

on this model is from 3000 to 5500 rpm, which means that driving in town at speeds
under 25 mph does necessitate the use of second gear. Third gear can be used; however,
if care is taken not to depress the accelerator fully at lower rpm. The engine is power-
ful and will not bog or slow down, even up to 6000 revs. This, of course, means close
watching of the tachometer in lower gears to help keep the engine together. Power
developed is 102 horsepower at $500 revs and 99 foot lbs. of torque comes in at 4300.

My gas mileage ranges from 18 mpg in town to 28 mpg at normal highway speeds.




The only suggestion of improvement in flexibility I have found is on the use of trans-

mission 741-3 with slightly lower and more evenly spaced ratios and which ends with
a final overall ratio of 4.25 to 1 instead of the standard 3.77 to 1 (Pano - April 1960).
I have been extremely pleased with this, my first Porsche, and I am now experiencing

what all Porsche owners have experienced; namely, a growing appreciation for the fine
design and engineering built into these fine cars.

NOTE:  7w15 /s ANT7- FROCRASTINATION WEEK !

:  RETURN THOSE
QUESTIONNAIRES ././




The Porsche Club of America isa national, one-
marque club, Its Objectives are basically: to
Foster and Share the enjoyment of owning and
driving a Porsche, to improve factory and dealer
relationships, to share technical knowledge and
information and to improve maintenance and ser-
vice, to promote courtesy and safety on the road.

"Any person 18 years of age or over, who owns
or is a co-owner of a Porsche, may become a
member of the Porsche Club of America upon
presentation of an executed application, pay-
ment of dues, and acceptance by the Member-

ship Committee. "

PCA WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION OFFICERS:

President Philip A. Gidley
Vice President Norman A. Dunn
Secretary/Treasurer J. C. Owen
Mailing Address: 12448 E. Greenfield Drive

Lansing, Michigan




